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South Nation Conservation supports
Community Clean-Ups with Plants

and Grants

Volunteers pose with collected waste at the High Falls Conservation Area cleanup

Community groups
across the South Nation Wa-
tershed united throughout
April and May to make the
area where they live, work
and play a little cleaner!

Through a partnership
with the City of Ottawa’s
Clean Up the Capital Ini-
tiative, Unsmoke Canada
and the Findlay Creek and
Greely Community As-
sociations, South Nation
Conservation (SNC) also
helped provide free trees
and shrubs to volunteers
who helped clean up lo-
cal communities and the
Leitrim Wetland.

Clean-ups at High Falls
Conservation Area in Cas-
selman and the W.E. Burton
Conservation Area in Rus-
sell were also highly suc-
cessful, with many families
coming out to help clean up
their favourite community
spaces.

Clean-up activities

helped tackle waste that
was revealed in the spring
melt. Residents are encour-
aged to check social media
and websites of their local
community groups annually
to participate in a nearby
cleanup.

Funding for commu-
nity clean-ups is available
through SNC's Community
Environmental Grants Pro-
gram which has awarded
over $50,000 to commu-
nity groups and non-profit
organizations since 2015.
Applications are currently
being accepted and funding
is made available through
partnerships with munici-
palities and SNC fundraising
initiatives.

The Program has tra-
ditionally supported com-
munity events across SNC’s
Eastern Ontario watershed
jurisdiction that promote
recreational use of rivers,
protect the environment, or

celebrate natural heritage.
Since the start of the Pan-
demic, the program has also
supported public tree and
shrub plantings and com-
munity gardens.

“We’re proud to support
projects that the whole com-
munity can both learn and
benefit from while protect-
ing our local environment,”
said Kelsey Smith, SNC’s
Stewardship and Outreach
Assistant. “Trees add infinite
value to urban areas and
community spaces, and peo-
ple continue to visit munici-
pal parks and Conservation
Areas in record numbers,
demonstrating the need for
investments in these natural
spaces.”

More information on
SNC’s Community Envi-
ronmental Grants Program
can be found at www.nation.
on.ca/grants, or by calling
1-877-984-2948.

Shroomfest is at it again!

Shown at the presentation are (I-r): Kyle Jones, Manager of Education, Project
Management, and Clinical Informatics; Justine Plummer, Manager of Direct Mail
& Events, WDMH Foundation; and Shroomfest organizer Al Graham.

$91,500 raised for local charities — including WDMH!
submitted by Jane Adams, WDMH Foundation

A little break for the pandemic didn’t slow Shroomfest supporters down. In May, they
came together again for an evening of fun and fundraising. The result? $91,500 was raised
for 32 different community organizations, including $5,000 for the WDMH Foundation
General Equipment Fund. We are so grateful!

The funds will be directed to the General Equipment Fund to support WDMH’s new
electronic health record system, called Epic. It will change how patients are cared for —
providing a simpler, more seamless journey through the hospital and the health care system.

Kyle Jones, Clinical & Education Lead for Epic Implementation, was on hand at the
cheque presentation to share more details about one of the key benefits of the new system -
Single Sign-On: “The new secure software will allow clinicians to use a single tap of their
name badge to sign in and out of multiple programs at the same time. They can move from
location to location on different computers. Single Sign On saves providers valuable time
so they can focus on patient care. Thank you for your generous support!”

Justine Plummer, Manager of Direct Mail & Events agrees. “We have such a supportive
community, and we are so grateful to everyone who helped to make Shroomfest such as
successful event!”
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Seeing Green!

submitted by Jane Adams, WDMH Foundation

WDMH Foundation Board member and Ingleside resident Chris Chevalier had a plan —
to raise funds and awareness for the WDMH Foundation. So she hosted a House & Garden
Plant Sale in support of health care close to home. The event took place on May 21 and
$195 was raised for the WDMH Foundation’s General Equipment Fund.

“As a Board member, I have learned that the provincial government does not fund
medical equipment for WDMH. I have always supported the hospital, recognizing it as an
excellent service provider,” notes Chris. “Special thanks to Sandy Casselman for all her
help and to everyone who donated and purchased plants.”

“We are grateful to Chris and all the gardeners out there,” says Managing Director
Kristen Casselman. “Community volunteers are the heartbeat of our Foundation, and we
couldn’t do what we do without you!”

Chris Chevalier presents a cheque for $195

www.ngtimes.ca
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No reconciliation without truth

by David Shanahan

A year ago, Canada
was thrown into shock and
shame by media reports of
215 unmarked graves be-
ing discovered at an Indian
Residential School [IRS]
site at Kamloops, British
Columbia. This story was
followed by others from
across the country report-
ing on other unmarked
graves being discovered
at other IRS sites. Canada
Day was a very differ-
ent event last year, as the
nation tried to come to
terms with what it was
being told, and the govern-
ment quickly introduced
a new national holiday to
commemorate the history
of Indigenous people in
Canada.

In the past few months,
other media outlets have
begun to cast doubt on
the original claims made
following the original
Kamloops story, using
headlines like: “How the
world’s media got it wrong
on residential school
graves”. Suddenly there

was a deep division between
those who sought justice for
the dead children, and those
who they called ‘denialists’,
rather along the lines of Ho-
locaust deniers. It was, and
is, an extremely sensitive
and emotional issue. If there
is to be genuine reconcilia-
tion between the Indigenous
peoples of Canada and the
wider population, it has to be
based on truth, on historical
facts and research. So, what
are the facts as we know
them right now?

The Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission of Canada
published a multi-volume
report on their investigation
into the IRS system in 2015,
and one of the main findings
was that, so far as they could
judge, around 3,201 children
had died throughout the era
of the IRS, and that number
might possibly go as high as
over 4,200. No-one can, or
should, deny the data, and
the federal government has
setup a Pathway to Healing
fund of many millions of
dollars to enable communi-
ties to investigate what may

have happened to the chil-
dren from their community
who attended an IRS. That
work is continuing and will
take some time to complete.

The situation is not as
simple as many media out-
lets reported. The TRC sta-
tistics themselves, as they
admit in their report, are not
completely accurate, and the
way the findings have been
reported has been a product
of lazy and unprofessional
journalism. What is vitally
important, if we are to have
truth and reconciliation, is
that the true story of each
child is documented for each
school: how many children
died there? Why and how
did they die? Where are they
buried? More than anything,
perhaps, we should find
out who they were: not a
statistic, not just a name,
but a person, with a story, a
family, an identity.

But that requires giv-
ing up knee jerk emotional
responses to dramatic head-
lines that mislead. It also
means giving up cynical
revisionism that downplays

the true picture of what
happened to thousands of
children. The truth often lies
somewhere in the middle
and it is never as simplistic
as one side or the other
make it. For example, the
TRC report on the deaths
of the 3,201 children did
not find that they all died
while attending a Residential
school. According to the
TRC findings, there is no
clear record for where 1,391
of the children died. 832
children died at the schools,
while another 418 died at
home. The remainder died
in hospital, or some other
location. The vast majority
died of diseases, particularly
tuberculosis or some other
lung issue. This was typical
of the population as a whole,
where TB, or Consumption,
was a major killer of chil-
dren until the late 1940's.
The revisionists point
to the fact that no human
remains have actually been
found at any of the school
sites, and that Ground Pen-
etrating Radar cannot posi-
tively identify a grave. All

of this may be true, but there
are still more than 3,000
children buried in various
locations around the country.
The really damaging aspect
of this is the casual misuse
of terms in reporting the
stories. The graves “discov-
ered” were not new finds,
they were known and re-
corded, but often unmarked.
This was partly due to the
fact that the original markers
were plain wooden crosses
that disappeared over time
through weathering and
other factors.

What is the proper focus
now? Every single child
who died, went missing, or
is unaccounted for needs
to be found. Records vary
in scope for each school,
but they can often be very
useful in ascertaining when
and where and why children
died. For example, the 1918
Spanish Flu Pandemic was
responsible for very many
deaths in the country, in the
schools, and in communi-
ties. No-one can deny that
conditions in many schools
were horrendous, that there

was often not enough food
or clothing for the children,
that the Indian Department
was criminally negligent
in funding and supervising
the entire IRS system. But
we can’t simply generalise
and condemn every school
alike. The research being
conducted now is necessary
before any dependable pic-
ture emerges.

Using words like “mur-
der”, or implying that un-
marked graves were a secret
attempt to cover up criminal
activity is neither useful nor
accurate. We owe it to all the
children who attended the
IRS system to find the truth
of it all, in all its complex
and tragic details. What has
happened over the last year
has not been helpful, has
shown no respect to the real
boys and girls who lived
and died in those institu-
tions. That should be our
focus: honour the truth of
their experience and then,
maybe, we can work our
way towards reconciliation.

The Original Medicine of Stingless Bees

Common Sense Health

W. Gifford-Jones, MD and Diana Gifford-Jones

The American poet
Emily Dickinson under-
stood the profound gifts
ofnature. She wrote, “The
lovely flowers embarrass
me, They make me regret
I am not a bee -

If bees could speak,
they might add, “Let me
do my work, so that you
may live.”

Bees are vital pollina-
tors, ensuring the success
of a wide variety of the
world’s most nutritious
agricultural crops grown
for human consumption.

Most people associate
bees with painful stings
and the tasty product of
the Western honeybee.
Being “busy asabee” is a
homage to the industrious
nature of this pollinating

June 30, 2022

regions just north and
south. Stingless bees are
the source of a highly
prized and distinct kind
of honey that studies have
shown to have antimicro-

L bial, anti-inflammatory,

insect that collects nectar
in a dozen or more forag-
ing trips each day.

A small percentage
of people who are stung
by a bee or other insect
quickly develop anaphy-
laxis, a potentially life-
threatening severe allergic
reaction that demands
emergency treatment.

But not all bees sting.
Within a niche field of
entomology, the study
of insects, scientists are
studying a special tribe of
bee species called sting-
less bees.

They are fascinating
members of the animal
kingdom, found in the
countries located between
the Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, as well as the

and wound-healing prop-
erties.

Said to be the “Mother
Medicine”, the matured

| nectar produced by native

stingless bees includes
chemicals that ward off
microbial and fungal

& growth, an adaptation to

keep the substance from

~ spoiling in the tropics.
- Given the wide variety of
~ plant biodiversity in the

Amazon, and the incred-
ible range of botanical
chemicals the bees mix
into their honey, it’s also
no surprise it has medici-
nal value. The propolis,
or gluey resinous mixture
they use to seal their hives,
is also prized.

Dr. Kathrin Krausa is
a visiting scientist at the
International Centre of In-
sect Physiology and Ecol-
ogy. She and beekeeper
Warren Steyn know where
these special bee species
can be found. Local bee-
keepers in Tanzania have
successfully established
thousands of colonies on
the forested slopes of Mt
Kilimanjaro and Mt Meru.
That amounts to millions
of bees producing enough

of the highly prized, natu-
ral antibiotic to meet local
demand and to facilitate
the emergence of an export
market. The industry is
small, but the promise for
subsistence farmers to get
a start in business is large.

Said to be the “Mother
Medicine”, the honey pro-
duced by stringless bees
leverages nature’s remark-
able biodiversity. “The
matured nectar produced
by native stingless bees in-
cludes chemicals that ward
off microbial and fungal
growth,” Krausa says.

Steyn appreciates the
amount of delicate labour
involved in the harvest.
“Western honeybees will
keep Winnie-the-Pooh
stocked with pots of the
gooey sweetness,” he says.
“Stingless bee honey is
better consumed by the
teaspoon, as part of a natu-
ral health regimen.”

African communities
have long known the me-
dicinal properties of sting-
less bee honey. “They
keep colonies as a first
aid boxes next to their
houses,” Steyn says.

But what’s so impor-
tant about the biological
qualities of a rare honey
for people a world away?
The emerging scientific
literature on stingless bee
honey offers evidence
that the presence of enor-

mously active chemical
compounds produced by
plants can hold significant
therapeutic uses in diabe-
tes and cancer treatments
too.

Natural approaches are
a good first line of defence
against the development
and treatment of disease.
This outlook is paramount
in sustaining a world that
values biodiversity, ques-

tions the safety and side
effects of pharmacologi-
cal medicine, and takes
reduction of waste, pollut-
ants, and carbon emissions
seriously.

Sign-up at www.doc-
giff.com to receive our
weekly e-newsletter. For
comments, contact-us@
docgiff.com. Follow us on
Instagram @docgiff and
(@diana_gifford jones

TIMES

MELISSA OTTENHOF
Marketing Consultant

Phone:613 329 0209
Email: melissa@ngtimes.ca

www.ngtimes.ca l@l .f

the north grenville

services.

Promotion Opportunity

Become an exhibitor at the largest event
of its kind in North America, the 103rd In-
ternational Plowing Match & Rural Expo.
Expected over 75 000+ visitors, the IPM can
provide great opportunities for companies and
organizations to showcase their products and

They are looking forward to welcoming ex-
hibitors to IPM 2022 in North Grenville, United
Counties of Leeds & Grenville!

www.ngtimes.ca
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FOR SALE

Old horse machinery for
lawn ornament or for
use. No 1 horse hay. Call
Jim 613-258-3561

Travel trailer Jaco, 5th
wheel, fully loaded, 28ft
long, perfect condition.
Must sell. Call Jim 613-
258-35612

Brand New Wedding
Dresses, never been
worn, Tags Still On, LU-
LUS (XL) ordered online.
$300 each (phone num-
ber: 613-203-2724

Men's bicycle, 2 electric
motors, jointer planer.
Call Doug 613-258-4573

No. 6/4 wire cabtire 18
meters; No, 6/4 wire
liquidtight 15 meters;
$175.00 each or both for
$300.00. Bill 613-850-
1584

Two brand new wed-
ding dresses, tags still
attached, bought online
LULUS (XL) $300 each

Cedar posts and rails for
sale, various sizes avail-
able. Call Jon 613-227-
3650

1992 Ford Econoline E150
Palm Spring's edition. B.C.
vehicle, no rust, 396000
kms. 5.7 litre engine, test-
ed and certified $2500.
Phone: 613-791-0204

Hearing aid with charger,
hardly used. Call 613-567-
8533

Floating dock on the
Rideau. 60' (3 sections
and walkout) Best offer
613-258-8000

Firewood for sale $110
a cord delivered, min 2
cord for delivery. Call Jon
613-227-3650

Hay and straw for sale
4x4 round bales, stored
inside. Call Jon 613-227-
3650

WANTED

Looking to rent farmland for
cash crops. Call or text Mitch
@ 613-262-1204

HELP WANTED

Occasional muscle required
part time for landscaping
and waterfront maintenance
on Boyd Landing , Merrick-
ville. Heavy work. Pays $100
for five-hour day. Must have
transportation. Phone 613
2847780.

GENERAL LABOURER
NEEDED FOR CON-
STRUCTION COMPA-
NY TO START IMME-
DIATELY. $18-$22/HR
DEPENDING ON EX-
PERIENCE HARVEY

CROSSWORD

44

47 48

52 53

55

ACROSS

1. Marsh plant

6. Artificial waterway
11. Step

12. Shad-like fish

15. Waiting area

16. Ancient vessels

34. Sleighs

36. Cygnet's father
37. Passed with flying
colors

41. Be inclined

42. Fee for transit

43, Pew area

17. Top 44. Spoiled child
18. Furious 45. Lubricates
20. Evil spirit 46. Curtail

21. Caustic 47. Paddle

23. Computer symbol 48. Undying

24. Remain 51. Big fuss

25. Companion 52. Wickedly

DOWN

1. Impassively

2. Having profound knowl-
edge

3. Lair

4. Crazy

5. Biblical garden

6. Orange veggie

7. Extraterrestrial

8. Geek

9. Amazement

10. Not excessive

13. Not male

14. Glimpse

15. Andean animal

16. According to the facts
19. Colossal

22. A movement downward
24. Caulking

26. Containers

27. Malayan isthmus

30. Hollow cylinder

32. Unusual

33. Scandinavian

34. Exert much effort

35. Trainee

38. Camper van

39. Apparent

40. Evil spirit

42. Branches of knowledge
44, Supervisor

45. Looked amorously
48. Certain something
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The United Counties of Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry (SDG),
comments on the Province’s Draft
Transportation Plan for Eastern
Ontario

Dear Minister Mulroney:

It was very nice meeting you again several weeks ago in
Prescott-Russell when the provincial plan to increase high-
way capacity in the National Capital region was unveiled. [
hope you will recall that we met at the AMO conference in
Ottawa in 2019 when [ was part of our County delegation to
discuss the expansion plans for Highway 138. Unfortunately,
since that time, the province has taken no action to improve
the safety of Highway 138, and the death toll continues to
mount. That is why I am writing to you today.

The United Counties of SDG has had the opportunity to
review and consider the Draft Transportation Plan for Eastern
Ontario. While SDG Council supports many of the actions
contained within this Plan, our Council was extremely dis-
appointed to note that improvements to Highway 138 were
not identified as a provincial priority, particularly given that
this project aligns well with the Plans overarching goals
of Connecting People and Places, Improving Safety, and
Preparing for the Future.

Highway 138 is a crucial north-south commuter link
through our County and region, connecting many of our
communities (and the United States via the Seaway Inter-
national Bridge) with the City of Ottawa. There is no other
word to describe Highway 138 other than dangerous, due to
the frequency and severity of motor vehicle collisions, the
most recent fatality occurring only one week after release of
the Plan. For decades, SDG, its local municipalities and the
City of Cornwall have lobbied the province to make Highway
138 safer, and residents of our region continue to petition for
action (https://www.change.org/p/make-highway-138-safer)
In fact, our County CAO has attended at least 5 delegations
with various Ministers of Transportation over the past 10
years, including you.

As your office is aware, in 2017, the Ministry of Trans-
portation completed the Preliminary Design and Class En-
vironmental Assessment Study for Highway 138 between
Highway 401 and Highway 417. Through this report, the
following improvements have been recommended to be
implemented within the short to medium term:

- Construction of carpooling lots (completed in fall 2019)

- Intersection improvements at County Road 44

- Intersection improvements at County Road 18

- Construction of passing lanes at various locations, and

- Other intersection and traffic safety improvements.

The recommended improvements noted above are signifi-
cant in scope and value and were positively endorsed by our
community. SDG is confident that when these improvements
are all implemented, they will positively improve the safety
along Highway 138.

Respectfully, I cannot overemphasize the need to com-
mence construction of passing lanes as soon as possible.
Over the years, too many people have lost their lives or
been seriously injured for the province to continue to ignore
our requests. If you are not familiar with the grim statistics
related to Highway No. 138, I encourage you to take a look.
These statistics are widely available, either through the East
Region OPP, Ministry staff, or open sources.

In light of the above, I request a meeting with you as
soon as possible so concrete steps can be determined to move
forward to make Highway 138 safer. Action is required now.
Sincerely,

Carma Williams, Warden

Phil Carkner, Owner

613.774.2733
www.dscollision.com
admin@dscollisioncenter.com
B 12029 Dawley Drive, Winchester, ON

Certified collision center.
Insurance approved.
Lifetime warranty on repairs.

It's your choice, choose local

24 Hour Towing Assitance
1.800.663.9264
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Anaplasmosis - it's here, and more
dangerous than Lyme disease!

»

Submitted by Aleta Karstad

I had been suffering for
a couple of weeks from
back aches - figured I was
just getting old. Then I felt
slightly feverish for a few
days, and went for a PCR
test - Negative. Then the fe-
ver got serious. Son-in-law
Rory took me to the Ottawa
General on Sunday, June
12, with a rising fever that
Tylenol was failing to con-
trol. Once I was checked
and tested and everything
else ruled out, the Emerg
doctor began to wonder if it
could be a tropical disease.
I hadn’t been traveling.
Then he guessed that it
was likely Anaplasmosis
- so | was tested for tick-
borne Rickettsial diseases
and sent home with a pre-
scription for two weeks of
Doxycycline which would
knock out any of them.

The Doxycycline
worked within 7 hours, as
he had predicted, to stop
the steadily rising fever in
its tracks! The results came
in on Monday, the next day:
Serology: Borrelia
(Lyme) NEG
Serology: Erlichia NEG
Blood smear: Anaplas-
mosis POSITIVE

[ returned home on June
19 after convalescing for
a week at our daughter’s
place in Kemptville, feel-
ing normal and VERY
lucky!

The scary thing is that
had not been aware of any
tick bite this spring. Must

Help Support

Your Local

Businesses
SHOP LOCALLY

11

been one of the tiniest
ticks, and didn't stay on!
Not only is Anaplasmo-
sis more dangerous than
Lyme, it can be transmit-
ted right away - as soon as
the tick bites!

Fred has had four em-
bedded ticks this spring -
two Dog Ticks, and two of
the Lyme-carrying Black-
Legged Ticks. For the first
one, he went to Emer-
gency in Kemptville for a
dose of Doxycycline. But
we’d found none onme....

If I'd known I had
a tick, I’d have gone to
Emerg in Kemptville for
a dose of Doxycycline,
early on. In fact, [ was
there on Saturday, June
12, complaining of fever
- but without information
about a tick bite, and no
rash, they figured I must
have a blood infection,
gave me a broad-spectrum
IV antibiotic and sent me
home with a prescription
for Amoxy-Clav.

I find myself won-
dering how many of the
“negative” tests for Lyme
are really Anaplasmosis.
It causes kidney and liver
damage if not treated ear-
ly, and is very dangerous
“for the elderly and those

well, instead of in the
ICU, or dead!

Watch out, everyone!
Anaplasmosis is here -
use insect repellants (best
is Piactive, from Cana-
dian Tire. Lasts for 12
hours and is safe for kids
and pets) and get your-
self some "No Fly Zone"
pants from Marks Work
Wearhouse, impregnat-
ed with Permethrin, and
lined for safe wearing. |
have always worn skirts,
everywhere except in a
kayak. But now every day
until the snow flies, I'll
wear my tick pants, even
around the yard - with
lemongrass spray on my
ankles and feet. Not taking
any chances.

with underlying condi-
tions”. Check. Check.
The late stage symptoms
match those of COVID
- respiratory failure, etc.
I’'m glad to be alive and

S TAYLORD

Taylor’d Safety Services Inc.
Safety services tailored to your business needs

James Taylor, General Manager
61327973032

james.taylordsafety@gmail.com
www.taylordsafety.ca

T
C

47 Christie Lane
Winchester

On-Site & Remote
Tech Support

Alltec Solutions e come to y0U!
* New PC Setup * Computer Repairs

* Virus Removal ¢ Data Recovery
* WiFi Network Setup
e Custom Solutions

No matter the task, our expert technicians are
ready to help with all your Home & Business

www.alltec.solutions
Serving North Grenville, North Dundas and surrounding areas

DO MEANINGFUL WORK

At First Student, our School Bus Drivers are an
integral part of the communities they serve.
We are your friends, family, and neighbours!

We are proud to offer:

» Competitive Wages ¢ Flexible Hours ¢ Free Training

Apply: workatfirst.com

Call: 613-861-2475
2751 County Road 18 RR #4, Prescott, Ontario KOE 1T0

We are an equal opportunity employer that values a diverse workforce.

www.ngtimes.ca
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CAO Tim Slmpson announces retirement

In 1990 the Edmonton
Oilers were the Stanley
Cup champions, gasoline
cost less than 60 cents

a litre and Tim Simpson
was beginning a career in
municipal government that
would wind its way through

33 years of successes.

After 11 years in the
position, today Simpson an-
nounced his retirement from
the County effective the end
of 2022. Simpson’s career
has included stops as a Plan-

% ner with the former Town-

ship of Charlottenburgh,
planning and administra-
tive roles with the Town of
Renfrew as well as CAO in
Lanark Highlands and Town
of Perth.

“Deciding to retire from
a position you enjoy and
worked hard to achieve is
very difficult,” Simpson said.

“With an election in several
months and a new term of
Council to be sworn-in in
December, I've decided that
now is the right time to step
aside and move on from
full-time work. Having more
time will allow me to pursue
the many activities | enjoy
outside of full-time work.”

Simpson leaves behind
a legacy of professionalism,
efficiency, and moderniza-
tion, said Warden Carma
Williams.

“On behalf of Counties
Council we salute Tim for
his dedication to the United

Counties of SDG and the
residents who call our beauti-
ful region home,” said Wil-
liams. “Tim has a reputation
for hard work, loyalty, and
for this in-depth understand-
ing of municipal operations.
This is evidenced by his hard
work on recent projects like
the Counties’ focus on rural
education. We wish Tim and
his wife Shona all the best as
they enter this new chapter.”
Simpson said his 11
years as CAO of the United
Counties of SDG marks the
highlight of his career in
municipal government.

“One of the things that
continues to inspire me is
having an important role in
the development and imple-
mentation of policies and
programs that directly im-
pact the daily lives of our
residents,” he said. “County
staff, both current and for-
mer, have worked hand-
in-hand with me over the
years and I wish to extend
to them my heartfelt thanks
and respect.”

County Council is cur-
rently considering its op-
tions with respect to filling
the role.

Canada and

by David Shanahan

As Canada reaches the
grand age of 155, it is a
good time to look back and
see how it all came to pass.
As with so many things
in Canadian History, the
presence and threat of the
neighbour to the south was
a major factor in bringing
the British North American
Provinces together to form a
new nation.

Confederation of the
British North American
provinces was not simply
an idea in the minds of the
politicians of the Province
of Canada as the 1860’s
dawned. Although the con-
cept had been talked about
on and off for a few decades
by then, it had never been
really pursued seriously.
But as a political stalemate
took an increasing hold on
Canada, relations with the
Republic to the south also
gained in urgency and im-
portance, and would have
a profound influence on the
story of Confederation.

From the time when
European powers first made
claims on North America,
there had been a north-south
struggle between them. At
first, it was France north of
the Saint Lawrence facing
the Dutch to the south. Then
the British took the place of
the Dutch and the trading
and military rivalry between
the two Crowns finally re-
sulted in the conquest of the
French territory in 1760.
The irony, of course, is that,
just twenty years later, the
British had lost the Thirteen
Colonies and now they were
the ones looking south at the
noisy neighbours in some
alarm.

Twenty years after that,
the two were at war again,
as the struggle against Na-
poleon indirectly spilled
over in the War of 1812. The
Rideau Canal was built in
the late 1820’s to provide a
safe passage for troops and

June 30, 2022

the Noisy Neighbours

material in case of another
war with the United States.
In 1838, Hunters Lodge
“patriots” launched an attack
at Prescott, using American
territory as a base against the
British Americans.

The growing economic
strength, increase in popu-
lation, and apparent inten-
tion of the Americans to
expand across the continent,
raised fears within the Brit-
ish Government in London
that their North American
colonies, particularly Can-
ada, would be the cause of
yet another war with the
States. The mid-Nineteenth
Century in Britain was a
time of retrenchment, as the
Government sought to cut
expenditures and lessen their
defense commitments in
North America. Canadians,
as well as the governments
in the other British American
provinces, were being urged
to take on more responsibil-
ity for raising and equipping
militia for their own defense,
rather than relying on British
regular troops.

Canadians, in particular,
resisted those pressures from
the Mother Country, believ-
ing that any conflict with the
U. S. would come, not out of
any dispute with them, but as
part of a general confronta-
tion between the Ameri-
cans and the British Empire.
Given that, they said, why
should Canadians pay for a
war the British would start?
Sources of conflict certainly
existed between the two na-
tions, specifically over the
borderline between Maine
and New Brunswick, and
Quebec and New Hamp-
shire, disputes only ended
in 1842 by the Treaty of
Washington.

The shadow of the Unit-
ed States hung over British
America, prompting both the
local and the Imperial Gov-
ernments to consider their
options. The Imperial gov-
ernment became convinced

that they would inevitably be
dragged into a war with the
U.S. as long as they were so
committed to their colonies
and especially the defense of
Canada. The British Ameri-
cans, again particularly the
Canadians, were well aware
of this attitude on the part of
the Mother of Parliaments,
and began to see the union of
British America as the only
safeguard against American
expansionism. The Ameri-
cans, for their part, had a
strong sense of what they
called Manifest Destiny, that
is, that they were destined
to take over the entire con-
tinent, coast to coast.

North and west of Can-
ada were the Hudson’s Bay
Company lands, stretching
from west of Lake Superior
as far as the Rockies, and
north to Hudson’s Bay. This
consisted of what is today
northern Québec and Lab-
rador, northern and western
Ontario, all of Manitoba,
most of Saskatchewan, south
and central Alberta, parts of
the Northwest Territories
and Nunavut, and small sec-
tions of the United States.
Both Americans and Upper
Canadians cast longing eyes
at the vast tract, and it was
clear one of the two would
move in at some point. 1861
was the year when these
issues came together with
the deep political problems
facing the Canadian As-
sembly to create the impe-
tus to get people willing to
consider new arrangements,
new ideas. The 1861 Census
revealed that Upper Canada
was now under-represented
in the Assembly, but Lower
Canada was unwilling to
adopt Representation by
Population. George Brown,
firm advocate of Rep by
Pop, was determined to win
“Justice for Upper Canada”.

But it was the noisy
neighbours who really put
the cat among the pigeons.
In April, 1861, the Federal
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forces fired on Fort Sumter
and the American Civil War
began. Things were about to
get very dangerous indeed
for the province of Canada.
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terests was not easy, and it
would take years of talks,
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or even invasion, to finally
bring about the Dominion
of Canada in 1867.
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GET SKILLED IN THE
MOTIVE POWER TRADES

TR Leger Apprenticeship Centre at Kemptville Campus

PROGRAMS STARTING IN SEPTEMBER 2022

Truck and Coach Technician
Agricultural Equipment Technician
Heavy Equipment Technician

Campus
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