
Here are some excellent eBooks for continental Afrikan children that celebrate Afrikan culture,
heritage, and values, while promoting empowerment and pride:

### 1. **"Sulwe" by Lupita Nyong'o**
- "Sulwe" is a beautiful story about a young girl who wishes for her dark skin to be lighter.

Through a magical journey, she learns to embrace her own beauty and the importance of
self-love. It's a powerful narrative about colorism, self-acceptance, and pride in one’s heritage.
- **Key Themes**: Self-love, colorism, inner beauty.

### 2. **"Nelson Mandela" by Kadir Nelson**
- This picture book brings the life of Nelson Mandela to young readers in a visually stunning

and accessible way. It highlights his journey from childhood in rural South Africa to becoming
one of the world’s most revered leaders.
- **Key Themes**: Leadership, perseverance, social justice, Afrikan history.

### 3. **"The Village of Round and Square Houses" by Ann Grifalconi**
- Set in Cameroon, this beautifully illustrated story follows a young girl who lives in a village

where women live in round houses, and men live in square ones. It’s a charming tale about
family traditions and the importance of community.
- **Key Themes**: Tradition, family, cultural identity.

### 4. **"Mama Panya's Pancakes: A Village Tale from Kenya" by Mary and Rich Chamberlin**
- This story teaches children about generosity and the strength of community. Mama Panya

plans to make a simple meal of pancakes, but her son invites their entire village. The book
introduces Kenyan culture and celebrates sharing and community spirit.
- **Key Themes**: Generosity, community, sharing, Kenyan culture.

### 5. **"The Water Princess" by Susan Verde and Georgie Badiel**
- Based on the childhood of Georgie Badiel, a model and activist from Burkina Faso, "The

Water Princess" tells the story of a young girl’s daily walk to collect water for her family. It
highlights the importance of water and the challenges many face in accessing it, while
empowering children to believe in a better future.
- **Key Themes**: Water access, resilience, Afrikan culture.

### 6. **"Baby Goes to Market" by Atinuke**
- This delightful story set in a Nigerian market follows Baby and his mother as they explore the

vibrant stalls. With fun repetition and beautiful illustrations, the book introduces children to
everyday life in Nigeria and celebrates the culture and warmth of the community.
- **Key Themes**: Everyday life, community, culture, family.

### 7. **"Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti" by Gerald McDermott**
- Anansi the Spider is a beloved trickster figure in West African folklore. This vibrant retelling

introduces children to one of the most famous characters from Afrikan oral tradition,
emphasizing wit, creativity, and the strength of family.



- **Key Themes**: Folklore, creativity, problem-solving, Afrikan tradition.

### 8. **"Sing to the Moon" by Nansubuga Nagadya Isdahl**
- Set in Uganda, this story centers around the bond between a boy and his grandfather. When

rain cancels their outdoor plans, they spend the day inside sharing stories. This heartwarming
tale celebrates the power of storytelling and family relationships.
- **Key Themes**: Family, storytelling, Afrikan tradition, Ugandan culture.

### 9. **"Imani's Moon" by JaNay Brown-Wood**
- This is an inspiring tale of a young Maasai girl named Imani, who dreams of touching the

moon despite being teased for her small size. She draws strength from the stories her mother
tells her, and through perseverance, she achieves her goal.
- **Key Themes**: Perseverance, cultural pride, dreams, Maasai culture.

### 10. **"Jambo Means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book" by Muriel Feelings**
- This beautifully illustrated alphabet book introduces children to Swahili words, giving them a

glimpse into East Afrikan culture. It's a fun and educational way to teach both language and
Afrikan culture.
- **Key Themes**: Language learning, Swahili culture, Afrikan heritage.

These books celebrate the richness of Afrikan culture, traditions, and history, while fostering a
strong sense of identity and pride in young readers.


