
Hermosa 
Beach Sister 
City 
Association
Promoting Peace and 
Cultural Understanding 

Since 1967



Our Mission:
To promote peace and cultural 
understanding through a 
people to people program



A Congressionally Recognized Organization



Our Sister City:
Loreto, Baja CA Sur, 
Mexico

Approximately 830 miles from Los Angeles



Our Capstone Programs:

Student Exchange Program

Paramedic Training Program

Casa Hogar La Esperanza



Student 
Exchange 
Program

Started by Joe 
and Marie Diaz 
in 1974

Longest running 
Middle School 
Student Exchange 
Program in the 
Nation

American Students from the 
Beach Cities visit Loreto and 
stay with Loreto Families in 
the Spring.  Mexican 
Students visit Hermosa 
Beach and stay with Beach 
Cities Families in the 
Summer.



Paramedic Training Program

1999

• 3 Hermosa Beach Paramedics, Paul Hawkins, Mike 
Garafano, and Kim Bridges, volunteer to train Loreto 
Bomberos.  They train in Loreto twice a year for the 
next 20 years.

2019

• After 20 years, 11 Loreto Bomberos have passed the 
US certification for Paramedic and provide services to 
the Loreto community.  They provide training to other 
Baja California Bomberos. Our goal is to create a 
regional training center in Loreto.



Casa Hogar La Esperanza

Group 
Foster Care 

Home in 
Loreto

Building  
Improvements 

Donations for 
the children



More about HBSCA:

Non-Profit

• 501c3

• By-Laws

• Raise money through 
Fundraising Events

Entirely Volunteers

• Board Members serve for 
2-year terms: President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary

• Monthly Meetings with 
Members

Community Minded

• Member of HB Chamber of 
Commerce

• St. Patrick’s Day Parade

• Hermosa Fiestas

• Hermosa Tree Lighting

http://www.hb-sistercity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HBSisterCityAssociation/

