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Meet today’s presenter

Michael Tieman, Oregon SAR Registrar



Overview

Presentation (60 Min.)

• We start with YOU

• Gather your forms and information

• Ask Questions

Q&A (30 Min.)



Important 

1. Work from what is known

2. Documents/Sources

3. Write it down

4. Have Fun



TIP
Get Organized – For each person in your 

family:

• Get all of your Forms and put them in 

File Folder #1
• Collect Photos and place them in File 

Folder #2
• Gather your Source Documents and 

place them in File Folder #3



STEP
#1 

Start with YOU



Four Generation 
Ancestor Chart

1. Your Name 
• First   Middle  LAST (all Caps)

2. Birthdate
• Date Month Year  (12 May 

1946)
3. Place of Birth

• City / County/ State/Country
• Astoria/Clackamas/OR /USA

If you don’t know, leave it empty



Four Generation 
Ancestor Chart

1. Fill out the rest of the chart 
starting with your parents

2. On “Mother of “ lines 
• First name, Middle , MAIDEN 

name only
3. Continue through the rest of the 

chart. Fill out as much as you 
know.

If you don’t know, leave it empty





STEP
#2 

YOUR Family 



Family Group Record



Family Group Record

1. Fill out a FGR for each 
FATHER from your Ancestor 
Chart. As much as you 
know.

If you don’t know, leave it 
empty

2. Place each FGR sheet in a 
separate file folder and on the 
tab write; Last name/First and 
Middle name

• DOE/John Jay



Family Group Record



STEP
#3 

Ask for help



Talk to your family

Ask the people 

on your Ancestor Chart
• Do you have a 

“Family Historian” 

• Family stories, can they 

write a short bio?

• Have them help you fill in 

the blanks in your forms



Collect 

photos, books, 

family bibles,

old letters



Collect Photos



Collect Photos
Place in File Folder #2
1. Add captions which include names, 

dates, location, event

2. Index each photo: 

Last name_First, Middle_(Maiden)_#

• i.e. JONES_Mary Joe (PETERS)_1

3. Put in plastic sleeves



STEP
#4 

Sources



Sources Index

Each fact on your forms needs 

to have a Source

• The person you are talking to

• A family Bible, letters, family lore

• Documents



Sources Index

Catalogue and Index each Source and Document in 

Alphanumeric form with source description: i.e.

T500-23 1902 Birth Certificate of Bobby THOMPSON



Sources Index

T500-23 1902 Birth Certificate of Bobby THOMPSON

1. Thompson Family Name is T500. Thomas could 

be T400 and so on. You decide. KISS.

2. Source #, start with #1 for each new name

3. Description of Source. If Source is a person:

• T500-1 – From an Interview with Mary JONES 

on 12 May 2010 with David JONES, son

• T500-2 – I am the Original Source, David 

JONES, 14 May 2010

1

2

3



Sources Index



Sources Index

• The Goal – get source documents backing up each 

fact. i.e. copy of your birth certificate, catalogue 

and index it. In fifty years someone will thank you.

• Put copies of source documents in plastic sleeves 

and keep in a safe place.



STEP
#5 

Now you become a detective





TIP

Know what you Want to Do 

Make a Plan 

Stay Focused



Research

Birth

Marriage

Divorce

Death

Religious 

Citizenship

School

Organizations

Work History

Military

Land

Property

Health

Civil

Legal

Licenses

Family Records

Bible

Journals

Photos

Scrapbooks



Keep Track

1. Research Calendar

2. Census Tools Genealogy Research Log

3. Correspondence Record

4. U.S. Federal Census Tracker



Research

Calendar

Keep Track



Research

Log

Name:

Date of Birth

Y N N/A Notes Y N N/A Notes Y N N/A Notes Y N N/A Notes

Certif icate Colonial Wars US 1790 1901 UK Cen

Baptism Revolution 1800 ACBL

Christening War of 1812 1810 AGBI

Confirmation Indian Wars 1820 Ancestry

Announcement Mexican War 1830 Bible Rec.

Adoption Civil War 1840 BLM

Hospital Spanish War 1850 BMD Project

Phillipines 1860 Censuslinks

World War I 1870 Civil War

Certif icate World War II 1880 Civil War

License Korean 1880 Soundex DAR

Announcement Vietnam 1890 Directories

Divorce Gulf War I 1900 Ellis Island

Annulment GWOT 1900 Soundex Familysearch

Medals 1910 Findagrave

Citations 1910 Soundex Genealogy.com

Certif icate Discharge 1920 Geneanet

Funeral Home Pension 1920 Soundex GenForum

Cemetery Muster Rolls 1930 Interment

Announcement Bounty Warrant Kindred

Stone Rubbing Unit Histories Mortality Land Records

Obituary Draft Records Slave Scheds Libraries

Disability Indian Rolls LOC

Pensioners MyFamily

Registrations Surviving Sp. NARA

Elementary Ship manifest NEHGS

Secondary Passport State New spapers

College Visa State PERSI

Yearbooks Alien Regist. State Personal Pages

Transcripts Rootsw eb

Canada Sources2Go

Naturalization England SSDI

Taxes Citizen. Papers Ireland StateGenSites

Pension Oaths Scotland Surname Sites

Licenses Other UK Census

Prof. Orgs USGENWEB

Bus. Directory SSDI Vital Search

SSN App Bibles WorldConnect

Social Orgs. Letters WW I Draft

Deeds Phone Dirs. Journals Can 1901 Cen

Grantor Index Biographies Diaries

Grantee Index Genealogies Scrapbooks

Mortgages Cnty Histories Photos

Will Interview s

Estate

Citizenship

Employment

Miscellaneous

Family

Birth

Date of Death

Military

Spouse

Census Online Sources

Marriage

Death

School

Immigration

Place of Marriage

CensusTools Genealogy Research Log
Place of Birth Place of Death Date of Marriage

Keep Track



Correspondence

Record

Keep Track



U.S. Federal

Census

Tracker 

U.S. Federal Census Tracker
Census Data for:

Date of birth: Place of birth:

Date of death: Place of death:

Married to: Marriage date:

1880 State: County: Township:

Name of person Sex Age Relation to head
Marital 
status Occupation

Birthplace

Person Father Mother

1900 State: County: Township:

Name of person
Relation to 

head Sex

Date of birth Marital 
status

Birthplace

Year nat. Ye
ar

s 
in

 
U

.S
.

Month Year Person Father Mother

1910 State: County: Township:

Name of person
Relation to 

head Sex Age

Marriage Children Birthplace Year of 
immig.

N
at

.

Status Years Born Living Person Father Mother

1920 State: County: Township:

Name of person
Relation to 

head Sex Age Marital status
Year of 
immig.

Year 
nat.

Birthplace

Person Father Mother

U.S. Federal Census Tracker
Census Data for:

Date of birth: Place of birth:

Date of death: Place of death:

Married to: Marriage date:

State County

Males

Females

Males Females
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1830

1840

1850 State: County: Township:

Name of person Age Sex Occupation Birthplace
Married within 

year Remarks

1860 State: County: Township:

Name of person Age Sex Occupation Birthplace
Married within 

year Remarks

1870 State: County: Township:

Name of person Age Sex Occupation Birthplace
Married within 

year Remarks

Keep Track



1. Research Checklist

2. Ship Arrival Data

3. Online Research Log

Keep Track



Important 

1. Work from what is known

2. Documents/Sources

3. Write it down

4. Have Fun



QUESTIONS ?


