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TYM Compact Tractor with
Snow Blower Attachment

Cub Cadet Walk
Behind Snow Blowers

Service available
on all makes and models
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-Life Insurance
-Disability Insurance
-Critical Ilness Insurance
-Group Benefits
-Group RRSP

Contact us today for a
no obligation quote!

613.925.0731

nickc@pakeman.ca
admin@pakeman.ca
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with Arch

The local fight against ALS

by Brandon Mayer

Alocal walk toend ALS
— branded as “Walking with
Archie” — will take place
in the Thompson subdivi-
sion in Chesterville this
weekend. The event has
already more than doubled
its fundraising goal, and is

anticipated to be a far larger
event than originally imag-
ined. The event will take
place on June 1 at 1pm.
Archie Robinson was
diagnosed with ALS — for-
merly known as Lou Geh-
rig’s disease — in July of last
year, and his wife, Kathy
Robinson, reports that his
condition has progressed

AULT & AULT*?

- AW O FEFICES

Real Estate - Wills & Estates - Municipal Family Law

Farm Business & Real Estate Employment
Commercial & Corporate

Stephen Ault - Samantha Berry
Mally McGregor - Warren Leroy

522 St. Lawrence St. Winchester, ON

Proudly providing legal services to
Eastern Ontario since 1985

rapidly. He 1s now totally
dependent on a wheelchair.
ALS 1s a neurological dis-
order that affects voluntary
muscle control and breath-
ing. There 1s no cure, but
research efforts continue
to search for one. “It’s not
a pretty disease,” Kathy
added.

Archie and Kathy’s orig-

e

inal fundraising goal was
$10,000, with $21,000 al-
ready raised as of last week.
The amount raised continues
to grow, and the couple
could not be happier at the
success of their initiative. It
is not just about the funds,
though. They also hope that
the local walk helps to bring
awareness about ALS.

The walk will not be
“just a walk” — a band will
be coming to perform live
music, and hot dogs and
salads will be provided as
a “thank you” to the par-
ticipants. A drone will be
used to take pictures of the
event, at the request of ALS
Canada. Kathy estimates
that about 200 participants
will be participating, show-
ing tremendous support from
the community. Of all of
the funds raised for ALS
Canada, 60% are used to
provide free equipment for
those living with ALS, and
40% of the funds are used
for research.

There has been much
corporate support for the
event as well. A sifting area
was newly constructed by a
local man for Archie, so that
he could safely sit near the
South Nation River during
the event without risk of fall-
ing down the embankment.
Between donations to make
this sitting area possible, and
donations to the Walking
with Archie campaign itself,

cont'd on page 2
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corporate sponsors include
Chesterville Bowling, E.C.
Carruthers & Sons, East
Ontario Land Improvement
Ltd., Foodland Winchester,
Ted Moran & Sons, Aecon
Utilities, Badger Daylight-
ing, Molson Canada, Quick-
ie Chesterville, Glengarry
Outhouses, T.R.P. Ready
Mix and Battlefield Equip-
ment Rentals. A significant
amount of the fundraising
dollars have come from
individual donors as well.

Archie and Kathy
learned about the walk fun-
draisers when the subject
came up during one of Ar-
chie’s appointments. They
initially planned to do a
“virtual walk” in the sub-
division, until they found
out that the proceeds from
virtual walks are given to
Toronto, and distributed
throughout all of Ontario.
The in-person walk will al-
low proceeds to be routed to
the Ottawa division of ALS
Canada, which includes
North Dundas. June 1 is the
date that Ottawa does its
walk to end ALS, so Archie
and Kathy chose this date
as well.

Come out and support
Archie on June 1! Donations
to Walking with Archie can
be made by visiting https://
alscanadawalktoendals.als.
ca/ontario/team-walking-
with-archie.

Art on the Waterfront 2024

WATERFRONT

It’s almost that time
again — Art on the Water-
front returns to Chesterville
this year, bringing you more
local vendors, artists and
musicians than ever before!
This two-day free event
runs from Saturday, June
1 to Sunday, June 2 and
offers fun and excitement
for the whole family. From
the Kids Zone and its many
activities to the music, food
and drinks offered over in
the bar area, and the skilled
artists and artisans coming
together to showcase and
celebrate their crafts, we’ve
got a lot to offer this year,
and there’s sure to be some-
thing for everyone.

A pancake breakfast at
the Gathering House will
precede this year’s opening
ceremony, which will fea-
ture the unveiling of a new
redesigned Main Street mu-
ral done by Art on the Wa-
terfront Committee Chair
Carrie O’Neill. According
to her, the mural 1s half
old and half new in design,
both paying homage to the
town’s past by incorporating

clements from the previous
mural while also celebrat-
ing how the community has
evolved over the years, by
proudly featuring events like
Meet Me on Main Street and
Art on the Waterfront.

With more than sev-
enty artists in attendance
this year, the event also fea-
tures a demonstration zone,
with exhibitions by groups
like Therien Jiu Jitsu and
Kickboxing, Wild and Free
Spirit Line Dancers, and the
Ashley Thomas School of
Dance, promising to “wow”
the audience with their awe-
some skills.

Kids will be able to en-
joy a bunch of fun activities
in our Kids Zone—both
days of the event will feature
inflatable bouncy castles
(Tribeck Inflatables), train
rides (JMS Train Rides), a
model train show (Seaway
Train Show), and various
arts and crafts. On Saturday
there will also be the Junk-
yard Symphony Rhythm
and Recycling Workshop, a
radical ride of thythm where

participants learn the impor-

tance of thythm in music and
life, as well as a colouring
contest. Meanwhile, Sun-
day’s events include a talent
show on the main stage, and
a performance by Hey Bust-
er, a dad-band from Ottawa
that plays “Kindie music™
songs with lyrics aimed at
kids under 10, and music
with a singer/songwriter,
indie rock vibe.

Over in the bar area, we’ll
have all the cold, refreshing
drinks and the warm, deli-
cious food (courtesy of the
North Dundas Fire Service
and the Chesterville & Dis-
trict Lions Club) you’ve
come to expect, along with
an incredible lineup of local
musicians, including Evil
Creek, RedFox, Mainstreet
Revival, Slo” Tom & The
Handsome Devils, and many
more!

So, whether you’re look-
ing to get the kids out of
the house for the weekend,
enjoy some warm food, cold
drinks and good company, or
even just wanting to spend
some time shopping around
and supporting local artists,
Art on the Waterfront has
something for everyone!

For a complete schedule
of events, visit www.arton-
thewaterfront.ca.

We look forward to wel-
coming you all again this
year!

13505 Connaught Rd., Chestervitlie, On
613.448.3915 badgerexcavating.ca
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Art on the Waterfront 2024 Schedule

Sunday, June 2, 2024

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM - Pancake Breakfast (The Gathering House)

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM - Church Service put on by The Gathering House (Main stage)

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Artists, Artisans and Vendors (street and waterfront — lower level)

Seaway Train Show (The Gathering House))

11:00 AM to 6:00 PM - Food provided by Chesterville & District Lions Club (main stage area);
bar available

12:00 - 6:00 PM - Music and Bar Area (south side near Library). Full Music lineup here!.

1:00 - 2:00 PM - Demonstration area: Wild and Free Spirit Line Dancers

Kids' Zone (inside and outside of The Gathering House)

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Seaway Valley Model Railroaders Train Show (The Gathering House)

JMS Train Rides

Tribek Inflatables (bouncy castle, etc.) — outside The Gathering House

CHRI Fun Team

10:30 - 3:30 PM

Crafts, bubbles and chalk art (outside)

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Talent Show (main stage) — Judges: North Dundas Councillor Gary Annable,
Real Estate Broker at Coldwell Banker Coburn Realty Lise Buma, John Thompson

11:00 - 3:00 PM - Face painting

2:00 - 3:00 PM - Hey Buster — a Dad-Band from from Ottawa, ONStuffed animal playing guitar
that plays Kindie Music: songs with lyrics aimed at kids under 10 and music with a singer/songwriter,
indie rock vibe. Their performances are interactive and energetic featuring home-made props, sing-
a-longs, cool guitar licks and a larger than life raccoon puppet named Buster.

Saturday, June 1, 2024

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM Pancake Breakfast (The Gathering House)

10:00 AM - Opening Ceremonies (Gazebo): MP Eric Duncan; Councillor Gary Annable; Piper Hugh
Metcalfe; Sponsor Lise Buma, Real Estate Broker at Coldwell Banker Coburn Realty; Sponsor
Daphne Evans, Rick Does Renos; Sean Donovan, Chesterville Fire Prevention; Committee Chair
Carrie Keller, Committee Members

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Artists, Artisans, and Vendors (street and waterfront — lower level)

Seaway Valley Model Railroaders Train Show (inside The Gathering House)

11:00 AM to 6:00 PM - Food provided by Chesterville Fire Department (main stage area); bar available
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Music and Bar Area (south side near Library). Full Music lineup here!

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM - Therien Martial Arts and Fitness Centre

1:00 - 2:00 PM - Demonstration area: Wild and Free Spirit Line Dancers

2:00 PM - Demonstration area: Ashley Thomas School of Dance

Kids' Zone (inside and outside of The Gathering House)Red train for kids

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Seaway Train Show (The Gathering House)

JMS Train Rides

Tribek Inflatables (bouncy castle, etc.) - outside The Gathering House

10:30 AM - 3:30 PM - Crafts, bubbles and chalk art (outside)

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Face painting

1:00 PM - Junkyard Symphony Rhythm & Recycling Workshop —Junkyard Symphony Rhythm and
Recycling Workshop

a radical ride of rhythm where participants learn the importance

of rhythm in music and life.

2:00 PM - Colouring Contest submissions due (Kids' Zone)

June 1-2, 2024

FREE ADMISSION
Cheslerville, Onlario

artonthewaterfront.ca/2024-music-line-up

WATERFRONT

@ 00O artonthewaterfront.ca

artonthewaterfront.ca/2024-artist-bios-2
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Life skills on the waterfront

by Brandon Mayer

With Art on the Water-
front hitting the riverside
in Chesterville this week-
end, i1t has made me think
more about these social
events, and how important
we should consider them
in any community and for
every individual and family.

Once upon a time, get-
ting out of the house for en-
tertainment was essentially
a requirement for anyone
not wanting to be banished
to a life of mind-numbing
boredom. Before televi-
sion and radio, leisure at
home would have consisted
of reading, chatting, sit-
down games like chess, and
perhaps in nice weather, a
game of sport. Outside of
the home 1s where the most
exciting entertainment and
leisure would take place.
This 1s what made theatre
groups, art exhibitions, and
symphony orchestras so
popular generations ago. If
you go back far enough in
history — before recording
technology was invented
and affordable — a trip to
hear a symphony performed
live was special because in
all likelihood, that would be
the only time in your life you
would hear that music. One
chance to absorb the work
of a master.

It's not surprising that
getting out of the house used
to be so popular. It’s also not
a surprise, though it 1s sad,
that people are no longer as
inclined to leave the comfort
zone of their own four walls.
A person can now do all of
their Christmas shopping
without leaving the couch.
A family can huddle around
a screen to watch something
like a solar eclipse without
having to get in the car. An
individual can earn a hefty
salary through a computer
screen without even getting
out of bed, if they secure the
right job.

What developmen-
tal value can come from
an event like Art on the
Waterfront? Well, besides
taking in the educational
opportunities (for patrons
young and old), there 1s also
something offered by these
events that society needs
now more than ever — live
social interaction. There are
so many people I encounter
every day who seem to lack
basic social skills, and 1t’s
simply because they don’t
give themselves enough
chances to practice (or for
youth, perhaps their parents
haven’t given them these
opportunities). There 1s no
sense in shaming people for
their screen time — we are
essentially all “guilty” of

having too much screen time
in this day and age. But there
needs to be a balance. Virtual
reality 1s not life.

Speaking of screen
time (yes yes... hypocrisy,
I know), I recently came
across a post in a parenting
group from a father who
explained that when they
have guests at their house, he
brings food to his daughter’s
room so she doesn’t have
to show her face. He also
invites her to send a text
if she needs anything else.
Many commenting were
celebrating this father for
respecting that his daughter
is an “introvert” and accom-
modating her accordingly. I
struggle to see anything to
celebrate — on the contrary,
this seems like a parent set-
ting his daughter up for a
life of struggle and incom-
petence with the most basic
functions.

Introversion and ex-
troversion are personality
traits. Extroverts are outgo-
ing people who get their
energy from being with oth-
ers. They are not shy about
expressing their opinions
and they usually don’t mind
being the centre of attention.
They have many friends.
Introverts are more quiet
and reserved. They like to sit
back and listen. They don’t
like being in the spotlight.

They “recharge their batter-
1es” with periods of solitude.
They enjoy one-on-one so-
cial relationships. But it’s
important to remember — in-
troverts are not hermits, and
they are not socially inept.
Introverts can call to
make their own appoint-
ments. They can order their
own food in restaurants.
They enjoy interaction with
other humans, just in qui-
eter settings and with fewer
people. Introverts can meet
new people and understand
the usual social graces. They
are often not shy, and can
speak their mind when it’s
warranted. In other words,
introverts are not helpless
individuals who rely on
extroverts. When we think
of a teenager who is so
riddled with anxiety that she
can’t come into the kitchen
to grab a plate of food and
say a quick “hello” when
her parents have guests,
we’re talking about social
ineptitude brought on by
a condition such as social
anxiety disorder — this 1s a
pathological condition that
should be treated, much like
a person with a broken arm
would go and see a doctor.
Respecting when people
want alone time 1s one thing,
but actively encouraging
unhealthy phobias and a
complete lack of social and

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

[ have just read Bran-
don Mayers op-ed on two
of the accomplishments of
the Ford government, the
restrictions of cell phone
use 1n schools, and the in-
crease in the speed limit on
400 series highways from
100 to 110 kph.

While he did point out
many of the Ford govern-
ments shortcomings, my
reaction was: "Really? Is
that all that you can find that
you agree with?" It almost
sounded like he was ready
to forgive the Ford govern-
ment for its transgressions
because he had found a
couple of items, which, in
my opinion, are minor by
comparison to the damage
that Ford has done.

For myself, the 1ssues
are the wasting of $bil-

The North Dundas Times
1s published bi-weekly by

North Grenville Times Inc.

lions on building highway
413, (that nobody needs),
just to save commuters less
than a minute in commute
time, in the process, paving
over valuable farmland and
species at risk habitat, the
spending $millions on new
jails to temporarily incar-
cerate hundreds of people
who haven't been convicted
of anything, when the far
cheaper solution would be
to fix the bail system, the
spending millions of extra
dollars on paying private
clinics to do operations that
could be done more cheaply
by our government health
care system, but cannot, be-
cause the Ford government
is deliberately underfund-
ing it.

Then there 1s the latest
boondoggle, where Ford
has allowed Enbridge Gas

to raise its gas rates to us
all, so that we, the consumer,
will pay the cost of En-
bridge's gas expansion into
new subdivisions. This, for
a company that made $16
billion 1n profit last year.
So, for all you people out
there who 1dentify as "fiscal
conservatives", 1t would
seem that this 1s no longer
your Party. Ford's "For the
People" slogan missed out
one word, "rich". This, from
a government which is under
investigation for corruption
regarding the Green Belt
scandal, when Ford saw no
problem 1in lying to us all
that he would not touch the

Green Belt. It was only the
backlash from many of us,
when he tried to sell Green
Belt land to developers, that
forced him to abandon his $8
billion gift to the develop-
ment industry.

There are, of course, a
host of other examples of the
Ford government deliber-
ately undermining our social
programs and environmental
programs to help big busi-
ness. [ hope that people will
remember this come the
next election, and give some
thought about who and what
they are voting for.

Colin Creasey
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life skills, incorrectly believ-
ing that you are respecting
someone’s “introversion”, 1s
toxic and enabling. Regard-
less of introversion or ex-
troversion, everyone should
be afforded opportunities to
practice the social and life
skills necessary for indepen-
dence and for contributing
meaningfully to society!

[ identify as an extro-
vert, so I enjoy many North
Dundas events. Meet Me on
Main Street 1s perhaps my
favourite, but I also like the
local Fairs, the Canada Day
celebrations, and of course
the smaller traditional events
such as the South Mountain
Duck Race. I understand
that the crowds may be
overwhelming to some in-
troverts, but why not take
your kids to at least some
of these events and let them
have the opportunity to get
to know their own prefer-
ences for socializing? Even
if your kids are introverted,

it’s still valuable for them to
know how to order a snack
from a local vendor, or ask
for directions to get to an
activity they want to see.
This type of social practice
can be critical later in life
when they need to announce
their arrival at the front desk
for a job interview, or when
they need to call and make
their own children an ap-
pointment, or order food for
delivery.

Life 1s busy — few people
will make it to every local
event. But it’s time we all
take a step back and real-
1ze how valuable our local
events are, and how lucky
we are to have them. Bored
this weekend? Art on the
Waterfront (or should we
call it “Life Skills on the
Waterfront”?) 1s ready to
welcome the whole family
with open arms. All jokes
aside... stay safe and have
fun!
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Celebrating our nursing team
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2024 Debbie Stoodley Award for Commitment to Nursing — Sean Burnett with Manager

of Education, Callie Laurin.

Earlier this month,
Winchester District
Memorial Hospital
(WDMH) saluted its
amazing nursing team
during National Nursing
Week. This year’s theme
was “Changing Lives.
Shaping Tomorrow.”,
recognizing the impact
that nurses have on indi-
viduals, communities, the
future of health care — and
right here at WDMH.

As part of the week’s
celebrations, the annual
nursing awards were pre-
sented. Nurses are nomi-
nated by their peers for

exemplifying the quali-
ties of Nursing Leader-
ship and Lifelong Learn-
ing. A WDMH team is
celebrated for its collabo-
ration. And the Debbie
Stoodley Commitment
to Nursing Award goes
to someone who emulates
Debbie’s commitment to
the nursing profession.
“Congratulations to
all the winners and the
nominees,” noted Cholly
Boland, CEO. “These
annual awards shine a
light on WDMH’s amaz-
ing nursing team and the
work they do every day.”

The 2024 Nursing
Leadership Award was
presented to Tracy Brad-
ley. “Tracy’s colleagues
feel reassured when she is
working and her students
are always compliment-
ing her ability to teach
and explain things that
just make sense. We could
all benefit by following
her lead,” her nomina-
tors said.

Jo-Anne Black re-
ceived the 2024 Lifelong
Learner Award. Her nom-
inator noted: “Joanne 1s
an excellent teacher. She
will be the first volunteer

Early bird prize winner says
Dundas Manor is the best

LET'S BUILD THE
NEW DUNCAS MaNOR!
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Pam Dalgleish picks up her early bird prize win

When Pam Dalgleish
bought a Raise the Roof
Lottery ticket for the new
Dundas Manor, she was
dreaming about maybe win-
ning a new Jeep in Septem-
ber. She never thought she’d
be taking home $2,500 this
week! Her winning ticket
number was 99000233004.

“I love supporting lo-
cal charities and projects!”
says Pam.

“Congratulations to
Pam who won the first early
bird prize on May 15th. And
thank you to everyone who
has purchased tickets for the
raffle so far,” notes WDMH
Foundation Managing Di-

May 30, 2024

rector, Kristen Casselman.
“There 1s still time to get in
on the fun!”

The grand prize winner
on September 30th will drive
away in a 2024 Jeep Wran-
gler ... all the way to your
local grocery store to spend
$13,000 in grocery gift cards
at Foodland, FreshCo or
Sobeys! Tickets are $30
each, 5 tickets for $100 or 25
tickets for $250. Only 200
people can purchase the big
bundle of 25 tickets so get
yours early!

And even better! The
lottery includes two more
early bird prizes in July and
September for $2,000 and

$1,000 respectively.

You can also add a 50/50
option with 3 tickets for §5,
10 for $10, 60 for $30 or
200 for $70. The guaranteed
jackpot is $9,995 but it could
be much more!

To get your tickets, visit
wdmhfoundationraffles.ca.
Tickets are only available
online.

For more details about
the Dundas Manor cam-
paign, please visit www.
dundasmanordream.ca or
contact the WDMH Founda-
tion team at 613-774-2422
ext. 6169. To chat about
how you can help fundraise
for Dundas Manor, please
contact Cindy Ault Peters at
343-572-6345 or cpeters(@
wdmh.on.ca.

Send inyour
letters,
stories, events

to editor@ndtimes.ca
Classifieds to
classified@natimes.ca

to take nursing students
because she loves to teach
and 1s great at it. Joanne
1s an excellent nurse and
makes me want to be a
better nurse.”

Teamwork 1s essential
to the safe delivery of
nursing services and the
2024 Team Collaboration
Award was awarded to the
Cancer Care Team. “This
team 1s exceptional at en-
suring patient safety and
working collaboratively
with external partners.
They recently showcased
the chemotherapy unit
to a new satellite site in
Nunavut!”

Debbie Stoodley’s
commitment to the nurs-
ing profession for more
than 40 years and to
WDMH was well-known
by all who knew her. The
2024 Debbie Stoodley

Commitment to Nurs-
ing Award was present-
ed to Sean Burnett. His
nominators noted: “Sean
exemplifies the true es-
sence of dedication to the
nursing profession with
his unwavering commit-
ment to our hospital and
community for over 23
years.”

If you would like to
provide comments or sug-
gestions about hospital
services, please contact
Cholly Boland, President
and CEO, Winchester
District Memorial Hospi-
tal at 613-774-1049 or by
email at cboland@wdmbh.

on.ca.

Chesterville and District
Historical Society 40th
Anniversary

The Chesterville and District Historical Society 1s plan-
ning a special day to celebrate the 40th Anniversary since
its founding. Through these years, members have been
preserving local history, collecting artifacts and stories from
residents who have made this area their home.

On Saturday June 15, we will be offering horse-drawn
wagon rides through the streets of Chesterville between
10:00am and 4:00pm, starting at the Heritage Centre, 14
Victoria St. Our guides will tell you more about how events
through the decades have shaped and changed our commu-
nity. In the mid-19th Century, the village was the municipal
capital of the region, with the mills along the river being the
hub of local industry. Chesterville became incorporated in
1890, with the coming of the railway providing an important
link to major urban centres.

The Society will be launching a booklet written by
Carolyn Thompson Goddard highlighting businesses and
significant points of interest both past and present. Included
will be historic photographs showing buildings that once
were here, alongside photos from today, so that you can
see for yourselves how our streets have changed through
time. The booklet will be available for sale at the Heritage
Centre for $10.

The Heritage Centre we will be open throughout the
day, and Society members will be on hand to talk about our
displays. Please join us for a ‘cake cutting” ceremony that
will take place at 10:30am with the launch of the booklet.
The Rotary Club of Chesterville will also be putting on a
barbecue. Reid Acres Percherons will be providing the wagon
rides. Each ride will last approximately an hour starting at
10:00am.

For more information or to book your seat on a tour
contact us at chestervillehistoricalsociety(@gmail.com or call
the Heritage Centre at 613 448 9130, and leave a message.
One of our volunteers will get back to you.

WDMH introduces new way to
share medical images and reports

Fast and easy access to your
medical imaging & reports

il
&

PocketHealth

The knowledge you need to
better understand your health

Get personalized insights &
preventative screening tools

Trusted by over
1.5 million
patients

Access your records for FREE
pockethealth.com/WDMH

Patients visiting the Winchester District Memorial Hospital for tests such as an x-ray,
mammogram or CT Scan can now access their medical imaging and reports online. This new
technology eliminates the need to use CD-ROMs to share medical imaging with patients or
referring physicians. This is a free service offered through PocketHealth.

“Partnering with PocketHealth improves patient access to their records, allowing them to
be active partners in their care. Plus, staff spend less time on administrative tasks, improving
the overall healthcare experience,” explains WDMH CEO Cholly Boland.

“Instead of returning to the hospital for a CD every time they want their medical im-
ages to share or for their personal records, patients can enrol at pockethealth.com/WDMH,”
adds Clinical Manager Kyle Jones. “Once the records are available for viewing, the patient
will receive an email from PocketHealth with a secure link to access, store and share their

images, all in one place.”

www.ndtimes.ca
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY

by Gary Boyle -
The Backyard Astronomer

For most of Canada
and the USA, the April 8
total solar eclipse was a
partial event, with most
of the sun being covered
by the moon. However,
for those who drove to
the specific 200-kilome-
tre-wide path of totality
stretching from Texas to
Newfoundland, the show
was spectacular. I have
seen partial solar eclipses,
including an annular, in
the past but this was my
first total.

Gathering with family
and friends at a Quebec
cottage, we had a ring-
side seat to this once-in-a-
lifetime experience. The
sky was blue and clouds
to the south presented lit-
tle concern. Solar-filtered
telescopes allowed us to
see the crater-covered
lunar limb inch across
the sun's surface, while
filtered cameras clicked

Apply at crossing-guard.ca

BACKYARD ASTRONOMY
Amazing Sky Shows

away and others donning
their eclipse glasses fol-
lowed the progress. Tem-
peratures had noticeably
dropped as the sky was
moving to a darker shade
of blue while the excite-
ment built. We gasped as
the last sliver of sunlight
was erased away — totality
had begun.

Like turning off a light
switch, we were bathed
in instant twilight. There
was now a dark hole in
the sky with a blue-white
ring surrounding it. Neon
pink solar prominences
came into view, along
with the faint wisp of the
solar corona. To the lower
right, the brilliant planet
Venus popped into view
along with fainter Jupiter
to the upper left. The three
minutes and twenty sec-
onds of totality passed far
too quickly and the light
switch turned back on. It
was an emotional day I
will never forget. The next

Roles in Metcalfe,
Findlay Creek,
Blossom Park, South
Keys, and many more
locations!

total solar eclipse will
occur on August 2, 2027,
tracking from Morocco to
Somalia lasting more than
sIX minutes.

But this was not the
last time the sun would
be in the news. Our day-
time star is ramping up
its current cycle of activ-
ity as solar maximum is
expected to peak in July,
2025. At the beginning of
May, a series of sunspots
became visible on the
limb of the sun, as they
normally do. Over the
next few weeks, sunspot
AR3664 would grow into
a monster. The area span-
ning sixteen earths across,
unleashed multiple solar
flares of the serious va-
riety. In one day, no less
than six Coronal Mass
Ejections (CME) were
heading toward Earth, and
the warning was issued by
Spaceweather of a severe
geomagnetic category 5
storm for May 10. A G5

Happy Face Nursery School is celebrating our 50th-year of
providing high-quality licensed childcare in SD & G.

We offer a variety of programs for children aged 12 months to 12 years at 5 different
locations. We are offering full day summer camps for kindergarten & school-age
children at our Chesterville, Morrisburg, Avonmore, and South Mountain locations.
Summer camps begin July 2nd and run straight through up until Aug 28th.

If you're interested in registering your child, please email
info@happyfacechildcare.ca
Spaces are limited and filling quickly!

May 30, 2024

storm 1s the highest on the
scale, with the possibility
of power grid problems
resulting from these solar
blasts. It has been 20 years
since a severe warning
was issued.

The Friday night
display of the Northern
Lights was one of the
most intense [ have seen in
quite a while. Palettes of
bright green and red lit the

ground as they shimmered
in all directions, includ-
ing south. The overhead
corona was spectacular as
well. We did battle passing
clouds, but the overall
collision of solar particles
with our magnetic region
around the poles played
out in all its glory. There
were reports of the aurora
being witnessed in Florida
and Puerto Rico, which
1§ rare.

If this 1s an indica-
tion of how the sky will
entertain us this summer,
[ cannot wait for the next
event. There might be fu-
ture storms, depending on
solar activity. Keep check-
ing the Spaceweather link
on my website for the
ongoings of our sun.

Clear skies,

Spread the word

Share this with someone you
think would make an awesome
Crossing Guard!

Known as "The Back-
yard Astronomer", Gary
Boyle is an astronomy
educator, guest speaker,
former monthly columnist
for the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society of Canada as
well as a STEM educator.
He has been interviewed
on more than 60 Canadian
radio stations as well as
various television sta-
tions across Canada and
the U.S. In recognition
of his public outreach
in astronomy, the Inter-
national Astronomical
Union has honoured him
with the naming of Aster-
oid (22406) Garyboyle.
Follow him on Facebook
and his website: www.
wondersofastronomy.com
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