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The Twelve Days and Twelfth Night of Christmas

Early in the life of the Christian Church, people began to celebrate the time between the Nativity
and Epiphany as one continuous period of celebration. The celebration covered several important
feast days including the birth, circumecision, naming and appearing of Jesus. In 567AD a church
council at Tours formally declared the twelve days from Christmas to Epiphany to be a festive
period, shaping Christian observance in the Western church for centuries. (The song came along
much later.) Over the twelve days, each day was marked with varying degrees of festivity,
hospitality, and liturgical observance, culminating with a joyful Twelfth Night celebration.

According to the Tavistock History Society, On the twelfth night “households and communities
gathered for a substantial feast, often with music, dancing, games, and plenty of drink. A key
theme was “topsy-turvy” inversion of normal social order, with a mock king or queen, ‘Lord or
Lady of Misrule’ presiding over the revels.”

Twelfth Night party-goers baked a luscious cake which
contained a dried bean and a dried pea. Whoever got
the bean or the pea in their slice of cake were crowned
the King and Queen of Misrule, and oversaw the
evening’s traditional entertainment.

Traditionally the Twelfth Night cake was accompanied
fanciful character drawings on pieces of paper rolled
up and put in hat. Revelers picked a drawing out of
the hat and had to “stay in character” through the
whole party.

The Twelfth Night tradition has largely passed away,
but it certainly seems like a delightful way to honor
the first days of our Savior’s life and welcome the new
year. Joy to the world! The Lord has come!

Twelfth Might merry-making in ‘Farmer Shakeshaft's Bam’,
from Ainsworth’s Mervyn Clitheros, by Phiz

First Presbyterian Church, 104 N. lllinois St., Monticello, IN 47960 g monticellofpc.org



OPERATIONS
Cash Flow Report for Month Ending 10/31/2025

The gross operating income for 10 months 2025 was $168,381 in contributions and other income,
excluding Designated Funds. In 2024 the Income was $156,246. Operating expenses for this period
were $175,553. Comparing 2025 to 2024 expenses of $168,549 the Net Income for this period was
negative $7,173 (an average of $717 per month). Giving in October was much better that in
September.

Here is a breakdown of our expenses for 10 months in 2025

Administration (Staff & Office) $ 98,441

PNC Exp 2,071
Facilities (Utilities & Maint.) 55,029
Education 350
Congr Life & Missions/Per Capita 14,620
Communication 3,385
Worship 1,656
TOTAL 175,553

Checking Account Balance on 10/31/25 was $16,028. $7,500 of this amount was an IRA distribution
donation.

Donations to the Building Fund so far were $11,801 ($7,750 was received in October). The balance
in the Building Fund is $40,425 ($6,400 of this has been designated for repairs to the parking lot;
$519 for landscaping, $2,119 remains for railing in the pulpit area ($1,800 has been remitted so far
for this project) and $16,950 is due for roof repairs (remitted in November) leaving a balance of
uncommitted funds of $14,412.

Also, those who watch our services on line on a regular basis and would like to make a donation,
you can mail in donations to the church (104 N Illinois Street, Monticello, IN 47960) or use the link
shown each Sunday on our website and Facebook pages. The annual cost for this service is about
$1,500 to $1,700 per year. This does not take into account the cost of equipment and labor over the
past 5 years to set up the ability to do this.

The end of 2025 brings in the Holiday seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent
and Christmas; I pray each of you is blessed in ways you never expected.
Peace be with you as only God can provide. God is good!

Luke 6:38. “Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap”

Respectfully submitted,
Lucy Jacob, Church Treasurer/Ruling/Elder



Prayer Concerns

Members: Jerry Kolter; Lucy &
Mert Jacob; Jim Wildrick; Kim
Powers

Members who are Nursing Home
Residents:

Monticello Healthcare:

Pat Potter

White Oak Health Campus:
Ruth Erdmann & Nina Dellinger

All unspoken prayers

Service Men & Women

Brian Strantz (NAVY) (son of
Tom & Julie Houck); Brad
Switzer (USMC); PVT Peyton
Chaffin  (son of Heather

Chaffin); Al
prayers

unspoken
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Friends and Relatives

Jenny & Natalie Hanes (Judy
Dowden’s daughter &
granddaughter & Gina Guy’s
sister & niece, ); Holly Conner
(Jenelle’s friend); Kathy & Roger
Maxwell (Dave & Tom
Anderson’s sister & brother-in-
law); Ray Dulin; Janet Anderson
(Art Anderson’s wife); Katelyn
Creigh (Gary & Kim Creigh’s
daughter); Fred Bailey (Richard’s
brother); Kristin Arnone (Dennis
& Roslyn Boyd’s daughter);
Kathleen (Jennifer Haskin’s
friend); Joey (Jennifer Haskin’s
friends grandson); C.J. White

(Judy Dowden’s grandson & Gina
Guy’s nephew); Wayne Speicher
(Mike & Liz Rice’s friend);
Maverick Davey (Chris & Linda
Fullerton’s great grandson);
Chrissy (Fry) Downey; Frank
Walker; Greg Evans (Sherry’s
husband); Christian Edmunds
(Jeffrey Cameo’s friend); Emily
Fisher (Dennis & Roslynn’s
granddaughter); Sophea Bailey
(Richard’s daughter-in-law);
Melanie Ventrice (Pastor Steve’s
wife); Brothers & Sisters in Christ
at New Hope Lutheran Church.

Sister Churches

Community Presbyterian Church, Rochester, IN - Rev. John D. Oerter
Rossville Presbyterian Church, Rossville, IN

Center Presbyterian Church, Royal Center, IN - Rev. Monte Adams
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Schererville, IN - Rev. Laurel Hamilton

Church Directory

Rev. Stephen Quinlan
Jaci Smolek-

Lucy Jacob

Bill Cook

Laura Lee

Marilyn Denton
Jeffrey Cameo
Flordeliza Sare
Jenelle Foddrill

ﬂ Website: monticellofpc.org
~— facebook.com/monticellofirstpreshyterianchurch

Bridge Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Treasurer

Custodian

Choir Director

Organist

Media Specialist

Nursery

Youth Group Leader

THE SESSION:
Rev. Stephen Quinlan
Joy Bailey

Moderator
Clerk of Session

CLASS OF 2025
Lucy Jacob; De Anna Paschen; Judy Bertram

CLASS OF 2026
Jody Headdy, Jay Janke; Dave Bramlage;
Dave Anderson

CLASS OF 2027
Joy Bailey, Jenelle Foddrill, Tom Anderson,
Liz Rice

THE DEACONS:
Reesa Flora Moderator
TBD Vice-Moderator
TBD Secretary
Andi Janke Treasurer

CLASS OF 2025
Andi Janke, Mark Hay
Donna Thompson

CLASS OF 2026
Theresa Baker, Greg Bossaer
Amber Brothers

CLASS OF 2027
Reesa Flora, Susie Good
Richard Bailey

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:
Donna Thompson President
Susie Good Vice President
Ardis Bramlage Historian/Secretary
Theresa Baker Treasurer

Program Leaders:
Spring: N/A
Fall: N/A
Christmas: N/A

Nominating Committee:
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ACOLYTES

January 4th

TBD

January 11th

TBD

January 18th

TBD

January 25th
TBD

DEACONS

Reesa Flora

Reesa Flora

Reesa Flora

Reesa Flora

FELLOWSHIP

Jane Anderson
Joy Bailey

Theresa Baker

Ardis Bramlage
Judy Brothers

Amber Brothers

Judy Bertram
Linda Fullerton
Heather Chafin

Shelle Hay
Linda Maudlin
Susie Good

FLOWER
CALENDAR

LITURGIST

POWERPOINT
and

STREAMING

Jenelle Foddrill

Amber / Betsy

Greg Bossaer

Amber / Betsy

Dan Flora

Amber / Betsy

Mike Rice
Jenelle / Betsy

USHERS

Pastor Steve is available to serve home
communion to shut-ins after church on
Communion Sunday. If you would like to
have communion, please contact Jody

Headdy at 574-297-4075 to be scheduled.
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MISSION/CONGREGATIONAL LIFE NEWS
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Happy New Years REMINDER

Office will be closed to observe ||/ :;r'l Food Pantry Pick-up

the New Year on Wednesday TN ]

12/31 at 1:00 p.m., Thursday RESRY January 26th - 31st

1/1 and Friday 1/2. The office {{,, .. 7 For questions, contact Mark Hay.

will reopen on Monday 1/5. || aeerd L

p y . lNl.?“ [
Happy New Year! Year! '/ SOUP FOR SOULS

The Methodist Church hosts Soup 4
~ Souls on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
each month from 4:15 p.m. to 6:00
p.m. Our church is responsible for the

The Chair Exercise Class for 4th Tuesday of each month. We need

mature adults and those with to provide at least two people to work
mobility limitations is scheduled for EXERCISI 3n? dtonate two plates dOfd brolg\llnies.
10:00 am to 11:00 am; classes will olunteers are needed. ease

be held every Tuesday and G A contact Judy Bertram if you are willing
Thursday. Please come and join to serve.
the fun!!

Chair Exercise Class

HEART Fellowship

Heart Fellowship will have their monthly meeting from 11:15 to 1:00 on
Tuesday, January 13, 2026. Hillary Hawkins will be sharing a program on
“Internet Safety “ For reservations, please call the church office prior to
noon on Monday, January 12, 2026, or see the signup sheet in the narthex

Fellowship THANK You!!!



ADMINISTRATION

Wal Annual Committee reports are due
-E.e‘ﬁort January 19, 2026!
:}3}':' ; 3 Please submit by email to admin@monticellofpc.org.
—n ST Any questions please ask Jaci.

Important Notice from the Administrative/Finance Team:

1. Donations for 2025 (per IRS rules) must be delivered or mailed (postmarked by 12-31-2025) in
order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2025. Checks that are placed in the church
offering during the first worship service in 2026 will not qualify for a charitable contribution deduction
in 2025, even if the check is predated to 2025 or was actually written in 2025. However, checks that
are written, mailed and postmarked in 2025 will be deductible in 2025 even if the church does not
receive them until 2026.

2. To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions do not file your 2025 income tax return
until you have received a written acknowledgement of your contributions from the church. Some of
your contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return before receiving a written
acknowledgement of your contributions from the church. (This is an IRS rule)

Statements will be available no later than January 25, 2026. So please look for them in the

fellowship hall.

2026 Offering Envelopes

The 2026 offering envelopes are available in the Fellowship Hall.
Please pick up your envelopes after the service. If you are currently not receiving offering envelopes
and would like a box, please contact Lucy Jacob.

2026 Per Capita

Per Capita is $45.08 per person; Per Capita - What is it?

Per Capita - It is not a tax on members; it is a benevolence that links congregations with presbytery,
synod and General Assembly to explore and sustain ministry and mission locally, nationally and
globally. It is a powerful tool.

What is it? - Presbyterians share equally, responsibly, and interdependently in the costs of

governing the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), no matter the size of their congregations. Per capita
contribution are:

*xx+% Requested from every congregation

x+x+x Per Capita assessments for 2026 will be based on active membership of each congregation as of

December 31,2024 as reported to the General Assembly. Per Capita helps churches - Through your
per capita giving, the Presbytery of Wabash Valley:

x++x Helps congregations with transitions and resources for programing and planning
xxx Gares for pastoral leaders and their families

x++x Helps prepare people for service as pastoral leaders (minsters of Word and Sacrament and
Commissioned Ruling Elders)



COMMUNICATIONS TEAM NEWS

Church Cancellation Policy

Guidelines for Cancellation of Church Services and Committee Meetings due
to Inclement Weather

Sunday Morning Service Cancellation

Sunday Morning Church Service will be cancelled when a Level 2 or Level 3 alert for White
County is called between 8 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. Sunday. In that case notification of
our closing will be broadcast on WMRS and will be available at www.wmrsradio.com
under “cancellations” or by calling 1-800-261-7623. We will also post it on our Facebook
page and website. Closing information will appear on TV stations, WLFI TV 18,
www.wilfi.com and WTHR TV 13, www.wthr.com. Click on “Weather,” then on “Closings
and Delays.” We will also do a One Call Now Alert to all members.

Church Committee Meetings Cancellation

The committee Team Leader will determine whether the meeting will be cancelled. They
are to be conservative in making their decision. Meetings can always be rescheduled or
held on the following Sunday after worship service.

e Appears to be snowing and ice — cancel.
e Appears to be cleaned up prior to meeting — Committee Leader to decide.
Church Office Closing

If Twin Lakes School Corporation is on a two-hour delay, staff should try to get to the office
when they can. They should call the office and leave a message about their intended
arrival. If the Twin Lakes School Corporation is closed, staff should call if they’re going to
be late or cannot make it in at all. Staff should not take unnecessary risks in getting to the
Church. We ask you to use your judgment in making this decision.




