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Nineveh Magazine POLIEY

Articles submitted for publication
(cover: Art by Sargon Maraha) || pe selected by the editorial staff
on the basis of their relative merit
to Assyrian literature, history, and
.current events

Opinions expressed in NINEVEH
. are those of the respective
ASYILM BEISE oo authors and not necessarﬂy those
Torn from their Homeland ..o 27 OfNINEVEH or the Assyrian
Foundation of America

Assyrian Foundation of America
established in June 1964 and
incorporated in the state of
California as a non-profit, tax-
S ~ exempt organization dedicated to
1 MO e . the advancement of the education of

Assyrians
Address letters to

The Editor
NINWE MARAHA
NINEVEH MAGAZINE
decarato.... o7 P.0. Box 2660
hee i S ape78 Berkeley, California 94702

fitor@assyrianfoundation.org




ﬁTH : 'NNUAL AFA APPRECIATION
pre edjby B]?. Helen Malko
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Herltage of Iraq
and Syria

still find their way
L



Nowadays the news is filled
with reports of the looting
and destruction of Iraq
and Syria’s monuments,
museums and treasures by
ISIS terrorists.

o fund their efforts to establish an Islamic

ut of the region, 1SIS

>N l00ters license to ransack the

trol of and sell whatever they

Consequently, archaeological
sites throughout the area are being dug up or ‘mined” for

jsily sold on the black market or to

arfifacts that can be
ivate off but larger items

sidered by IS

We may not be able todo
much about the destruction -
and devastation that has "
already taken place but we
can document the heritage
sites still remaining so
there will always be a
record of their existence.

Archaeologists and anthropologists around the world
have taken up this task and we were privileged at our
Appreciation Event in May to have Dr. Helen Malko share

with- us some of her research and documentation.



Dr. Helen Malko is a L
Research Associate at falko ghe 3 picortal ing project.
Columbia UniversityinNew

She holds a PhD in arct \"‘f“f‘,‘j,x‘\ d anthrop Qg fom SUrT nding area. Archeologists have recos 7ed that i

O
= 2 3
]

SUNY at Stony Brook University. She has a master's is important to know the setting and topography of the

cgree In arcnaeology or the ANCIENT INE « [T rea \er¢ 105 tag ; catec yrder to
Baghdad University and a diploma in Historic Preservatior understand more about the people and motivation fo

o Our appreciation goes out
in Turkey nd Irag, Dr. Malko helpet \  i rm | to Dr. Malko f()l‘ such an

oo informative presentation
oo and all her hard work and
| | dedication to the Assyrian
community.

Papers Dr. Malko has published:

» Preserving the Past: The Mapping Mesopotamian Monuments Project
-Assyrian Rack Reliefs: Ideology and Landscapes of an Impirt
« At the Mercy of the Elements:Cultural Preservation of « Ancient Sites in Most (Nineveh Province), Irag.
« Dur-Kurigalzu: Insights from unpublisned Iragi excavation reports
Social and Economic Organi lements in Mesopotamia

zation of Cities a

Through our partnership with ANB, you will be able to
view the presentation on ANBSAT.COM onece it has been
edited and is ready for showing. You can access it online
at anbsat.com or if you have a satellite dish, here are the
settings.

orth America Polarity Vertica

Satellite name; Galaxy 12 Svymbol Rate 22000

Frequency 11.867 MHz et



Assyrian tlag tlies
above San Jose

City Hall

More than 50 peoy an Jose City Hall
for the third an c
celebrates the contributions
while remembe

syrians in Silicon Valley
ring the harrow

home.

"We know that many
Assyrians are suffering,”
said San Jose Mayor Sam
Liccardo during the
ceremony. 'We want to
make sure in Silicon Valley
we're a place where all of
our members of the global
community can find a place
and a voice."

dest Christian communities, by raising the

ose's downtown City Hall. The flag will fly

culture alive in California's third largest

persecution our nation has been going through for many
said Father Lawren

rian Church of the East who led thi

ars and centuries,

mato of the

| Francisc

Jite and call on



"We need to make sure they're aware of those
atrocities,” he said. "The Assyrians are not cruel people.
We're mentioned in the Bible and our civilization gave
the world many things that are known today

The event, which included traditional music, dancing and an art exhibit, was sponsored by Councilman Johnny Khamis, who

represents San Jose's [\*\t,, vhich includes Almaden and Bloss

San Jose Councilmen Raul Peralez and Chappie Jones
also attended the flag-raising.

Khamis, who was born in Lebanon, led the i\ssy'r’\'a”w flag
City 71\\ since it began in 2014. The

ic, says he understands what it
L,,,‘y;‘:u\f n of people who are forced to

raising at San Jo

uncilman, wh

means to Nav

leave their homes.

'I'have a deep respect for the Assyrians and their plight,
Khamis said in an inte r’ch. last week. " arents are
Palestinian and | know what it's like to have your family live
in diaspora.”

happy new

and dear" to his heart because he has many Assyria

constituents, neighbors, supporters and friends.

"I'm honored to do this every year and I love to highlight
this community,’ Khamis said. "l feel close to them
because my own culture has to live in diaspora.”

syrian American

Rochelle Yousefian WUH\ 1t of the Ase
s . S : : an flag raising makes
empl

at mejor Bay Area high-tech companies like Apple are talking
about It.
"WWe want to show the
ousefian said. "Our people e y
But we can show our existence and raise

se City H H reporter for
She wrote this for Nineveh




The menwho
uncovered Assyria

Two of the ancient cities
now being destroyed by
== Islamic State lay buried

Ark But the book was no

fragments from recent excavations in northern Irag, a
\
oem that had first been inscribed into da

ed in the intricate cuneiform script that had beer
Ised across ancient Mesopotamia and deciphered in Smith's  epic
i \

n lifetim /2.,in om e British Museum,  about 1800BC, roughly 1,000 vears before the compositio
a man called George Smith spent the darkening days of of the Hebrew Bible (the Christian Ol¢ tament). Even
ovember bent over a broken clay tablet. It was one of Smith's tablet, which had been dated to some point in the

thousands of fragments from recent excavations in northern th Century BC, was far older than the earliest manuscript

Irag, and was covered in the intricate cuneiform script that of Genesis.
had been used across ancien esopotamia and deciphered A month or so later. on 3 December, Smith read out

Archaeology in London. The Prime Minister, Willian
f the tablets set out the day-to- usiness Gladstone, was among tho ho came to listen. It was the
id administral ) chariot wheel broken, a irst fime an audience had heard the Epic of Gilgamesh for

M\ nent of wine delayed, the \\'nt*‘f‘f: edar or bitl en.

1ad been divined by his priests ir
D.

or the omens th
ntrails of sacrificial shet



found at Kouyuniji

Smith's reading caused a

s than 15 years
ies, the Epic

fter L

the Flood Tablet

shows the
in his garden

nite king Teun

leported into
ered library of the dead King

the Epic

snd-a-half millennia later, in the

s lifted out of the dirt by

settle
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Rassam had grown up in
Mosul, just across the river.

At a time when the imperial po

been appointed by
important arct
some distance, the

oo 'Adeep mystery hangs

. overAssyria, Babylonia,

oo e e e and Chaldea. With these

o names are linked great

ast | v nations and great eities...

the plains to which the Jew

" andthe Gentile alike look

oo asthe eradle of their race,”

he wrote.

< l's Ag 1
)oU \S ¢

"As the sun went down, | saw for the first time the grea

ning

Lavard was an adventurer who had arrived i conical mound of Nimrud rising against the clear

East on horseback at the end of the ;
plenty of cash and a pair of revolvers. By the time he go

en the temples of Petra and
Baalbek, as well as the living cities of Damascus and Aleppo.
But it was the unexcavated ruins of Irag that really captured
Layard's imagination.

e side of the river and not very

sky. It was on the oppos

stant, and the impression that it made upon me was one

constantly upon

sul he had already

g with the spade those

Y e mound at Nimrud, 20
) of Mosul, in the summer of 1845. This is the
site that, according to lragi omcials, 'S began bulldozing
earlier this month.



Ancient Assyrian
city of Nimru

 Nimrud covers some 3.5 sq. km (1.35 sa.
prominent "citadel” mound within the city

_rL’-"fl‘.',l"
» Main administrative and religious IRAQ

enormous palaces of several / :
Baghdado

of Ninurta, the god of war, and of Nabu, the

alace of Ashurnasirpal, also known as

Unrivalled riches

of Nimrud

ay of the dig, Layard fc
royal palace. A week later he
of alabaster that had lined its walls,
POWer ¢

of his enemies. Within three or four

1ave known how to ge
ish Museum, but it was Rassam who

1 the villagers of northern Irag, and

e huge slabs  the trustees of the Br

cls that depicted the  knew how to deal wi

reling submission

rian king and th

-amaic, the language of

ans. |

ssyrian Chris

sam who knew how
ibe a local g

) workmen to drag a
is and float

unearthed the civilization of ancie

nothing more than a name mentioned in

Published in 1849, his accoun
and its Remains, be

But by his own admission, no
possible without Hormuzd Rassam.



Determined as they were,
Rassam and Layard could
not ship everything to the
British Museum.

As they jointly brought Assyria back from oblivion, Layard
and Rassam \\)rg)\, d a friendship that lasted the rest of their
lives. /% ere Layard - like so many European Orientalists
excavated was the gateof ; . e S
o delighted in dressing up in ern clothes, Rassam did

Nel’gal mn the nﬂl‘thern Wall his best to present himself as a Victorian Englishman. He

° rode across the plains of Irag in a \\a'if"r'aaf and "a'kcr_ He
of Nineveh - the same gate

converted to Protestantism, which he described as "the

Sta
Where an lSjihadi StOOd pu@ religion of Great Britain". He spent 18 months studying
at Oxford, where he learned to ice skate and from where

laSt month to ﬁ]m a tirade he rote b Jﬂrd \J Ht her be a Chimney Sw eepér m
against the polytheism and England than a Pasha [lord] in Turkey.

id()latl'y Of the pPe—lSlamic lhe excavations were so reliant on Rassam that, when
Wﬂl’ld Layard retired from archaeology to become a diplomat and

politician, the British Museum appointed the young Iraqi

) continue the excavations alone. Returning to M
onstrated an astonishing devotion to the inte
ed country.

Among the sites they

=

The m\e is flanked with what Layard described s 1853

scoveries among the Ruins of Nir Q/c\ and qu lon,
IC, hu man-headed bulls, fourteen feet in

\emgth and still entire, through cracked and injured by fire"

Kr*ow'm as Lamassu, these
N cities to intimidate enemies and ward off demonic
spirits. hw did not ward off the vandals of IS, who broke
the Lamassu's face with a pneumatic drill.

asts were set into the gates of




Archaeology was
central to those interests.

Across the whole of the upper Tigris
with the French for the anfiquities of the ancient world. The

first to excavate Nineveh had been a Frenchman called

the British were vying

Paul Emile Botta, and, although he had suspended his dig to I it had <‘o\"¢fﬂ ned nothing other than the
focus on the rby village of Kh 1, it w ne of the most
understood that the site remained within the French sphere  important archaeologic 3‘ finds of the 19th Century. But the
of influence. Rassam, though, was on his home turf, right floor of the palace was strewn \\'\th th’ broken remains of

lion hunt,
ce would still %'rave been o

s generally Ashurbanipal's pa

opposite the town where he had grown up. the king's library. "Amongst these records,” wrote Rassam,
"were found the Chaldean accounts of the Creation and
He was not going to see the treasures of Nineven, like Deluge." Rassam, although he didn't read cuneiform and

those of Khorsabad, shipped off to the Lot didn't yet know it, had found the Flood Table
The crates containing Ashurbanipz

L.
s library arrived in
ission, and working under London around th@ fime that the young George Smith

n, Smith was not a natural
about member of the Victorian establishment. Born into a

Without any kind of official permi

was leaving sc

cover of ca*km% s, Rassam had his team d\g into the
northern corner of the mound. In December 185
 week into the excavation, a huge bank of earth collapsed \’VO"‘<”"L&§’C‘955 family, he was apprenticed at the age

"Suwarl' - images. of 14 to a firm of banknote er \DM\/’J‘ The boy was a

nd Rassam heard his men shouting
here. in the r‘rmmhght were stone panels that had been fine draughtsman, but by the time he started work, his
>d more than 2,500 years earlier for the rooms of the imagination had already been caught by the swashbuckling
, of Layard and by the ar mqumw that were
arriving from Nimrud and Nineveh. By the midc HC of the

Hhoney  adventures
to 62/BC). adventures

yrian King Ashurbanipal (who ruled from 6

This was art of 2 breaﬂ’wtakh’m quality - scenes of a lion 1850s, Smith was hanging around the British Museurn in his
hunt across the plains of Mesopotamia, of the animals lunch hour, peering at the ct rj< iform tablets that had come
succumbing to the arrows of the king, scenes that held from the pe yrian kings.
a pathos and a dramatic intensity beyond anything that

had previously been excavated from the Middle East. "The

lion hu T scenes date Tmm the most developed period of

ASS) vs Dr J mm rtis, fmdﬂfoffheBm h

Institute for the Study of Iraq. "The i
wonderful way, full of life and naturalism. T'wey

products of Assyrian relief carving.'

ina
are the ﬁr“est




By 1860, when he was

20, Smith had started

to understand both the
cuneiform seript and

the Akkadian language in
which most of the tablets

were written.

el M\ g and

~ .‘h‘f) = .“; TP =T
1 left Britain, v

and literature of the Assyria

It was not o
a university and had ne

5 in the history

dition to Irag. In el W
SN : -{I" ARADISE O PR £
" N { LA
— L

he SPE led out the pOEtry of the Flood Tablet line “\," line, he With e Climntrivy emrampirnt Tabafirbaf B il

e'd found it. Smith was so exci =
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But there can be no doubt that George ¢ B
and-out genius. By the time he died in 18

ery in Aleppo, he h}]cl U

rlan history a

gical inds, and rec



to dig out the masterpieces of Mesopotamian art before the
French, had gone shovelling through the mud walls of anci
buildings without even noticing them, had kept only the most
rudimentary records, and had churned up sites that, explored
vith less haste and more method, could have vielded a
vealth of knowledge about the lives of the Assyrians. By the
standards of modern archaeology, they were not much more
han treasure hunters in the pay of the British Museum.

or Iragis, of course, it's emotional,' says al-Gailani. For a long
ime they've come to the British Museum and seen these
nd they feel that they should be returned to Iraq.
But at the moment they keep guiet.
Because they see what's happening in Irag, and they see that

these things in the British Museum and in the Louvre have at

Not everyone is so willing to exculpate the colonial powers.
But for all the treasure that Layard and Rassam removed frorm
Mesopotamia, there were lines that they did not cross.

e smaller of Nineveh's two ancient mounds was a
shrine that the locals called Nebi Yunus. It was the burial
place, they said, of the Prophet Jonah. For centuries it had

been a site of prayer and pilgrimage for Mosul's people

Sir Henry Rawlinson. who had been British Consul i Christian and Muslim alike. Layard and Rassam knew that it
2IF TIENTY RaWIIRSon, Who Nad Deen Bitish LonsUi stood above an Assyrian royal palace. But this was a sacred
Baghdad at the fime of Rassam's nocturnal excavations ; . ; S

. . o : place, and it could not be disturbed.
ot Nineveh, now claimed the discovery of Ashurbanipal's R )
nalace for himself IS, though, has no such scruples. On 2¢ ers

lUseumn's curators. that Rassam had profited from the packed the shrine of N us with explo

illic \'1 intiguities trade that had grown up around the smithereens, sending a cloud of debris ir

excavations in lrag.

Hormuzd Rassam, who had been so impressed by the Ihieves working for Islamic State began digging into the ruins
manners of the Victorian elite, and who had given hi beneath the demalished shrine. According to Qais Hussein
0 Rashid, Irag's Deputy Minister for Tourism and Antiquities,

B - coreer to the service of the Bril
O F treated to a generous serving of snobbery, 1, and artworks from the site have already been smuggled into the
f4 8 contempt. He could find no British publisher for his hands of private dealers in Europe.

memoirs, and by the time he died at his home at Hove in ~ There ent sites now in
®ALL 010 ; :

ish Empi

[al

re hundreds of

h the rubbfe

anc

even his name had been removed from the plagues
and visitor guides at the British Museum.

;5\'\2";,\\’“’1\/\. and that might might

he one Englishman who stood by Rassam was his old contain-some of the great artistic or literary treasures of the

friend Layard. Rassam was, wrote Layard, "one of the anclent worlek:

honestest and most straightforward fellows | ever knew, In all likelihood. we'll never know.

and one whose services have never been acknowledged".

"Rassam is still remembered
in Mosul,’ says Dr Lamia
-1 al-Gailani, an Iraqi
: . archaeologist at University

= College London. "They are
.. very proud of him."

Lo In the UK though, his reputation has never been fully
A renabilitated. A generation after he left the field, archaeclog

=
-
-
-

e handful of earth was now sieved, every seed and toot

- collected, every shart pottery measured and analysed.
Layard and Rassam, who had been paid by an imperial power




“Christmas is most
truly Christmas

when we celebrate it by giving the light of love to those

who need it most.”

Christmas season is a time of celebration and sharing, heir homes to the ground and somehow they'll still find thei
a time filled with joy, laughter, light and music. It is a 1y back. But if you destroy their history, you destroy their
celebration the birth of Christ, but moreover, a time of achievements and it's as if they never existed.

giving and sharing for all. It is a fime to give hope by letting

those in need know that they are not forgotten. Your For the past 52 vears, the Assyrian Foundation of America
donation can provide hope to our Assyrian brothers an AFA) has proudly worked to keep the Assyrian torch burning
isters in need and put a smile on the face of a helpless brightly by providing help for needy Assyrians around the
Assyrian child. orld, as well as to financially support Assyrian students

The last f ears have been particularly challe \}\"'H;,\'U' syrian stuales, INdiv .

ur people in the Middle East, as they continue to suffer rich history and heritage. This year, thanks to you and your
from the brutality of the Islamist extremist group known generous donations, via reputable Assyrian organizations
as ISIS. In order to sav heir lives as well as those o eir Ch < on site | ‘

children and elders, hundreds of thousands of families hawve access to help our people (ACERQO, Assyrian Aid Society,
been displaced and forced to leave their homes withol Shlama Foundation, and Assyrians Without Borders), the AFA
ny belongings. With little help and support from the has sent over $30,000 in desperately needed aid.
international community, Assyrian families are left with 1

one to help them other than their own communities in the Additionally, we have provided over $20,000 in scholarships
liaspora. Thus, as brethren living in countries that afford to students of Assyrian history and cultural studies ese
opportunity and liberty, it is truly our duty to help them ir tudents are and will be our hope to save and preserve th

Furthermore, amid the B
bloody situation in our e
homeland, we are also ho preserve our istory and heritage, and to ielp ou
racing against time to
protect Assyrian cultural donations
treasures from the handsof
terrorists whose goal is to Happy & Healthy New Year
erase all tracesof thecradle
of civilization. Jackine elds

syrian Foundation of America, President
Engaging in cultural genacide, ISIS aims to remove our

foundational identity and to replace it with its own extreme
ideology. As stated in the famed movie The Monument Man,



Extraordinary
life of a confessor

Extraordinary life of a confessor who speaks the
language of Jesus from Nazareth

36-year-old deacon Father
Seraphime is Assyrian by
ethnicity and his native
language is Aramaie.

he deacon lived an ordinary life until 24 years of age,
trained in Easternswrestling and was head of security of a
oovernment member in Ukraine.

oo~ 1dide’treally believe in
e e (yod back then. I would
i enterachurch, light a
e v candle or two and think
S ~ myself abeliever. I read the
Bible when I was eleven
e vearsold, but took it asa
v lairy tale. Then when
I actually realized God
existed, | went and became a
monk. That's pretty much it.



— Was there any significant

event in your life that

Hushed vou towards this
ecision?

— I spent a large part of my
childhood and youth in
hospital beds. Iyexperienced
amosl devastatling trauma
when I fell into a concerete
mixer. Not a single man in
history returned alive from
such an incident - except
me. For two years | wasn’'t
even able to walk. First1
was chained to a bed, then
to a wheelchair, then to
crulches.

\Vhat other injuries did you receive in the past?

- Once | got hit by a car. Then there was this bottle of
nydrogen peroxide; | took it for a bottle of water anc
it. I survived a lot of things by a hair's breadth, such a
falling from several meters’ height. Long story short, a ot

f occurrences pushed me towards taking up a monk's life.
Once | had quite an experience: someone very close to me,
a relabive, was in mortal danger. | went to the grave of the
last Georgian saint, Father Gabriel, and said “God will, | shal

become a monk, just leave him with his life”

drank

And when we thought all hope was lost, a miracle happened
and this man survived.

For some time after this,
into martial arts back the

lived in Kiev. As | told vou, | was

, namely wrestling. | even won

a Irans-Caucasian Championship. Soon | became chief of
security for a government official. Then something happened
that | do not wish to speak of. It was a miracle; you can call it

lightenment or a dream. | was reminded that | was chosen
nd that it was time to keep the promise | made to God
about becoming a priest. This miracle reminded me of my

ords daily for two months, so eventually, at Holy Trinity'
Jonah Monastery, | died, figuratively speaking, and was

M as a monk.

Vhat can you tell us about your people, the Assyrians?
Iy people, Assyrians are probably the only ethnic group in
the world who still pay with their lives for their worship

ja and

syrians get attacked in their churches

and beheaded if they refuse to
royed en masse. The

of Christ. In Eastern countries such as Iraqg, Iran, Sy
convert to Islam. They art
apocryphal story regarding
Assyrians being the first Christians comes from the story

vhen Christ's face appeared on a canvas. The canvas was

presented to-fhe last king of Assyrians, Abgarus the Fifth.
As for Assyrians in Georgia, there are about 4000 of them.
The Assyrian language:is basically Neo-Aramaic. Many

orians write about Christ speaking the Chaldean language,

vhich-almost exactly the same as Aramaic. Just like in Georgia
here exist Gurians, Imeretians and Megrelians, so were
Assyrians and Chaldeans: the same-people but from different
corners, so to say. Neo-Aramaic language is about 2500
years old. The wonderful thing is that this language allows

us insight into what people living centuries

Out of 4000 Assyrians living-in Georgia, 2(

of Kanda and compri

Almost 90% of these people speak Neo-

in my villa

Upon beceming fluent in Aramaic, you are now able to

perform divine service in it. How difficult is it for you and in

general, what is the process like?

Nhen His Holiness talked with me, he confided with me
this idea: since | am Assyrian, why

or my people in my own language

not perform divine service

2 He conferred a lot of

responsibility on me. llia Il treated-Assyrian issues with great
attention, responsibility and love. | love him a lot as well.
here was a time when | said to myself ‘| probably love him
he most of ll t after | was appointed as shepherd over
my people, the Assyrians, | realized that they where who

| loved the most. We are very grateful to His Holiness for
giving us the right to praise God in our own langudge while

iving in Georgia.

The video that depicts you, t

gether with the church charr,
chanting in Aramaic, is quite i

opular on the internet. VWhat
quirks does it have? How i
it different from chanting in another language, Georgian for

is chanting in Aramaic like, whe
example?

- Chanting, be it in Aramaic or Georgian, is a unigue'thing.
['he main difference is, of course, in the language itself, and
another in the tune and cadence. Chanting in Aramaic is

completely different culture-wise. It is Eastern, after all, and

ve replicated it exactly as it sounded in ancient times. VWell,
almost exactl

You have probably seen Mel Gibson's movie “The Passion
of the Christ’, where Aramaic is spoken."Can you understand

it? Is it identical to the language you speak?

[here are three languages used in the movie: Aramaic,
Latin and Hebrew. And | can freely understand Aramaic
Rat is spoken in “The Passion of the Christ” - it is the same
nguage that | wield



Assyrian

By Wilfred Bet-Alkhas

The Assyrian Calendar
begins with the first
recorded year of the
"beginning of civilization"
(shooraya d' mdeetanayoota)
as seen through the eyes of
the ancient Bet-Nahranaye
(Mesopotamians).

P

These ancient inhabitants of Assyria, Babylon, and Sumer
d that civilization was a "gift from the
ed from the ime "kingship was lowered from heaven.

New Year

). Each city was

>d by a "local king" or lugal. Art 0

dl Ogists refer to
as the Early to M

iddle Uruk Periods.

d on the research

vists the first

\ssyrians believed that bas

lesopotamia. In
blication of

recorded as the begi
fact, the impetus behind this decision was th
a series of articles in the Assyrian magazine (
Addi anc

by the famous

The earliest sign of munici

in pre-histo

al administration (kingship

ars during the Halaf Period in
Mesopotamia (over / The most notable
Characteristics of this e 'sitting goddess
figurines” indicating a goddess-worshipping culture and the
distinctive colored potteries with geometric igns pointing

to the existence of a high-culture civilization in Mesopotamia.

ric sense) app

veriod are tt

The Sumerian term akiti meant "building life on earth”
the handing of life from gods to humans. The

symboalizing
Babylonians adopted this term and

festival Akitu (moderr

[Shadiet

d their New Year

in Anatolia, the

he first cities took

According to the la
transformation of [«
place between 4300 tc
focus of socialization during this

test archeological findings

alized settlements to

as the main

period and each city

research reveals the existence of a more ancient and
"civilized" culture in Bet-Nahrain. This fascinating topic

i enigmatic as the exact date of the birth of Jesus
Christ whose year of birth has

for the past two thousand years.

rermains c

een the fulcrum of historicity

vish Calendar has very «
with the year
. Indeed the year 3760 B.C. coincides

"inthe city

3760 B
"0 Assyrian 4750 E
with the time "kingship was lowered to mankind'
of Kish, southern Bet-Nahrain.

This vear of 2016 we celebrate the Assyrian Year 6766,



Ancient

Babglonians first
Lo uSe geomelry

Sophisticated geometry -
the branch of mathematics
that deals with shapes

- was being used at least
1,400 years earlier than
previously thought, a study
suggests.

lonians were using

1at the Ancient Baby

& s to track Jupiter across the night sky.
he origins of this technigue had been traced to
the 14th Century.
he new study is published in Science.
umboldt
cting this.
ly fundamental to physics, ant f
se this method!

erged in about

Cuneiform writing

vith their
se people were ac

But now scientists

Vs technique around 350




ailing
or Visas

ian Christians left in the Middle East, the
threat of attacks by the Islamic State makes each day more
perilous. But mi :
difficult, as es (
North Africa po

In June 2014, Shamiran left her village outside Mosul with ome increasingly
her three t ge children on te v Visitor D o
attend a family wedding and visit-her parents in the
who are parishioners at Mar Yosip. But when [SIS ove

Il that summer, her husband, who:had remained in Irag,
ernot toreturn because ¢

A

LOOK

1ow many — if any

Unable toreturn to Irac

real name use

ything in Mosul and they
“Nun” [on our houses]. It means Chris

) the United States.
at included many De
> because it amo

in the United States for a year and a half now,
y store, and

5 ghrschools.
But sh

her husbar

1d. “My husband is safe now, thank ¢
for him to come here te.live in peace with us to be a family

again’



Torn From
Their Homeland,

Bay Area Assyrians Yearn for Persecution to End

)
. o
70
l

=
“

Parishioners worship at

Mar Yosip Assyrian Church
of the Eastin November
2015. Assyrians -- one of the
Middle East’s oldest ethno-
religious groups -- now face
extinction at the hands of

the self-deseribed Islamic
State. (Kaitlyn Landgraf/
Peninsula Press)

On a recent Sunday morning inside Mar Yosip Assyrian
Church of the East in San Jose, sunbeams slant through

clouds of incense smoke onto the face of the Rev. Lawrance
Namato as he leads his congregation in a liturgy nearly 2,000
years old. The suited men and veiled women in the pews
nearly all of them Assyrian — join in the ancient chants as
they pray for pea
and modern: the persecution of their brothers and sisters in

and resolution to a crisis both historic

vorld.
But in the past century, violence and religious persecution
€ cing most of them to seek safety in other
w reside in the Bay Area.
described Islamic State, they now risk

With the rise of the self

vanishing from their homeland altogether.



The pmblem is that “the
Christians have nowhere
to go,” said Namato, whose
family fled Kirkulk, Iraq,
when he was 14 as former
Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein rose to power.

ost of the parishioners at Mar Yo
although a few are from Syria a
iddle Fast.

\d other countries in th

community still have family in the Middle East:
e remained by choice, others who
\e*limbo of refugee camps as they await a

chance at a new life.

Since the rise of the Islamic State, Assyrians in the Bay
Are \‘, \‘\‘l‘t:\\\/\w‘ \‘ VENUE

s to help their relatives in
etitioned the State Department
Jefend Christians in the Middle East.

the region. Some haw

Others are urging the United States Agency for International
D ment to directly fund Assyrian.humanitarian aid
groups. And others are v orking to get families APProve d fo

they were safe. Now, they are targeted by everybody.
But many in the community feel disappointed so
.And there is a deep werry

group could disappear completely.

“We kindof feel like our life is paralyzed,” said Rochelle
Yousefian, president of the Assyriar
San Jose. “The
in the countr v Of CIEeieles '

merican Association of
government that we are so proud of living in,
sot taking any actions. It's not even
pen to listen to these atrocities! It makes us feel hopeless; it
makes us unproductive because wesdon't know what to do,
ve don't know how to \‘f\‘.”
ristians in the Middle East has

been punctuated by periods of violent persecution. In 1915,
thesyear Assyrians call the Seyfo ne year of the sword”
the Ottoman Empire slaughtered « )0,000

] that 30,000

ssyrian (

ssyrians. In 2003, it was estimat Assvrian
Christians still lived in the city of
after the Islamic State ca

,,,,,,,

)14 none remain — having bes

Mosul in northern Irag. But
tured the city in the summer of
1 either killed or forced to

The Assyrian liturg ich has been use / the Assyriar
Church of the East for nearly 2,000 years — is printed
.HL’\;",.'

Peninsula Pr

“This is a genocide,” said Albert Nissan, a Mar Yosip

1 and the Assyrian language. (Kait

n Baghdad in 19/5 ¢
amily members still living there.

The people who ¢ ]
car eople .

npnec osul of its Christians are the
ombed Paris,” he added, referring to the
(s by Islami

ovember attac extremists that killed 130 people

When the United States
invaded Iraq in 2003,
many Assyrians sought
refuge in Syria, which was
comparably peaceful at
the time.

lamato, and when-civil war broke out in-Syria five

Poline Maiel, a parishioner of Mar Yosip. Girls
nd Christians are frequently targets of
1t Bashar al-] Assad,
| life and

rgeted by everybod

, link about [S
before the war the Assyrians [in Syrial had a gooc
they were-safe. Now, they are t
In February, the

captured around 230 Assyrian
d held them f :
million. That moenth:Assyrian bishaps in‘the United States
called on Secretary of State John Kerry to take “concrete

steps to help the remaining Assyrian (

Christians in Syria r a ransom of around $14

hristians in the r¢ jij'\":’\
to protect themselves.” The Islamic State released some of

the sick and elderly priso

150 Assyrian Christian hostages.
In October, three of the hostages were executed. One-of the
victims was the first cousin of a parishioner at Mar Yosip, and

re still being held forransom by the



e been a number of studies, v

rlans, continuity of their culture from Ancient times, and

New

Books

hese primary accounts in French, Latin, Spanish and English
and certain Greek sources shed light to the problematic.

Sources in Turkish, often as translated documents from

Arabic and Syriac, clarified the extant information.
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The Ministry

of Rev. Stephen
0. Khoobya

Stephell KhOObyar Was k(wt« ‘ \\/"t“: :‘w‘m {‘vk\ r ‘u“ ‘\wr’ T ‘\‘: 7'\"\‘\:\:1‘\ | :»: \ 1 ", ‘:": w‘\”\ ‘:‘\;\
bominAda’ Uﬂl]ia, pm‘]illce \\w \ru "H’\‘ 3 wv \‘\‘ 1i ~‘ “"\‘.\:‘; \{H ed immediately by
of Azerbaijan, IranonApril

2091895. € rose f['()m \ “H\"\“w} .\':: thirty-two years of ministry in the Presbyterian
humble origins in Urmia SRS e s
to prominent pastoral His passion for preaching thee Christian message and his
Semces in the Cities Of ith 1S the :\"\ \"{‘\ ) \ \ ‘\’M. ninis \“ ‘ ‘ hi / \ ’.\
Tabriz, Tehran, Iran and T e e e
]atela in New Britain’ CT, Ta MM \ \\(“\ .\‘ \‘\\ 1 \ ( M n
and Turlock, CA. Sea s et e e




Throughout his minis Lnderstood the lsam elision he was well prepared & diseLs
in Tablgi]; Stephen hadt[y S

a unique opportunity to undamentals of Christian doctrine. Some Muslims indeed
evangelize to the peopleof
Muslim faith, as well as to o embrace Christaniy,
their leaders, the Mullahs,
and high rankingpublic
officials. ‘H[‘ ‘u M}.} ‘—s‘»\‘r:m ::: ,!‘\‘If‘v‘w“\"‘"‘"\““‘i ) ‘ Here

ars later Stephen accepted

luslims were interested to learn about speaking congregations. Eight e
Christianity they seldom attended Sunday worship services, an invitation from the San Joaquin Presbytery in California
since they were afraid of being stigmatized by fello to become senior pastor of St. John's Assyrian Presbyteriar
luslims. Stephen would invite them to meet in his office Church in Turlock, CA until he retired. (1956 - 19261).
during the weekdays for exchange and fellowship.

Diyarbakir's
Christians suffer

in margins of Turkey-PKK war




So it was until armed
teenagers with the
Patriotic Revolutionary
Youth Movement (YDG-H),
the urban youth branch

of the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK), declared “self
rule” over large swathes of
Sur, erecting barricades
and digging trenches to
keep state authorities oul.
t ‘ \}\‘\ H\‘w w\ : ‘Hr\w r“ \F ‘r ‘H \7‘
between the Turkish armed forces and the PKK that wa
“HH‘ ‘/\ 7 ) w:‘ i‘i'\’\‘i“w \1 including doz H’& ( \“1"\5\‘ \"u.‘ \‘\\J ;‘

been killed, curity fore

llapse of a

‘[":H\Ai‘\'/.*“',\‘(\vf‘ orces teams backed by tanks,

virtual siege to the district, which now lies in ruins.
he youths remain dug in, but over half of S
have fled. Anc

out the clutch of
Christians who have been quietly toiling to re rect
Sur's once vibrant multi-faith community. It was brutally
destroyed in 1915, when Ottoman forces and their Kurdish
ollaborators slaughtered hundreds of thousands of
Christians (mc

;‘,‘" ;‘\1 | ;H 1ef \ 1S) and other Non I L v\\\'\“

“Now we are caught
hetween two fires, between
the PKK and the state,” said
Gaffur Turkay, who has
helped to run Surp Giragos,
the largest Armenian
church in the Middle East,
since it reopened its doors
in 2012.

‘Because of the ongoing violence our church has been

rced to shut down. We were meant to open a museum in
September on the
told Al-Monitor in an interview in Diyarbakir. The
used to draw hundreds o

income to help maintain Surp Giragos, is deserted.

church premises but had to cancel,’ Turkay

\ cafe, which
visitors and with it sorely needed

In Turkey live the descendants of tens of thousands — some

to Islamin

ay many more — of Armenians who convertec
he aftermath of the genocide to avert ce
‘leftovers of-the sword” embraced Islamic traditions, but
everyone Knew they were
‘Our tragedy is that Muslims never accepted as us true

Juslims, nor Armenians as true Armenians,’ Caffur noted.
And in this [cycle of] violence we are

middle,” he added.

Armenians.
gain stuck in the

ter a costly and meticulous
restoration project, encouraged many “hidden” Armenians
merge from the shadows
identities, and never so many-as on April 24 of this year,
vhich marked the centenary of the genocide.

They came out.to fo

I'he reopening of Surp Giragos; af

ike Turkay to ¢ o reclaim their

mally join diaspora Armenians from
orld in a poignant commemorativ¢
rmenian

service amid the ruins of Surp Sarkis, another /

church in Sur.

Popular historian ¢
100 Years Ago’ that prior to 1915, "Some 10,000 of 35,000
inhabitants of Diyarbakir were Armenians.-... Half of the
members of the ouncil and a significant portion of the
members of the provincial council were Christian, notably

wyers, physicians and

)sman Koker notes in "Armenians in Turkey

Divarbakir wert
of them were Armenians.”

pharmacists o Christians, and the majority

For decades the genocide, formally and vigorously denied

by Turkey, remained a taboo subject. Those who dared to

challenge the official line, that the-majority of the empire’s
rmenian subjects fell vietim to starvation or diseast

during the

ced prosecution. But under Turkey's Islamist Justice and
Development Party, which came to power o ;
ago, open debate of 1915 has grown louder and in ling-witt
European Union-oriented reforms, some confiscated
gradually being returned.

ir forced deportation to the Syrian desert,
o power over a decade

church
properties art
In this new spirit © Armenians descended from

victims of the ge

o rediscover their roots. Many traveled to the

openness,
nocide found the courage to come to Turkey
Kurdish areas,
vhere local Kurdish-run municipalities welcomed them in an

effort to make amends for the horrors of the past.

Khatchig Mouradian, an Armenian Lebanese academic at
Rutgers University in New Jersey'who has done
research on

a frequent visitor to the Kurdish areas and brought fello

e genocide, was until the fighting erupted

diaspora Armenians, including students, there a couple doze
imes over the past five years.



“In recent years, Diyarbakir

had become a laborato
where shards of Armenian
memory were mended as

raved the difficulty

the ci&
of confronling the legac
of the Armenian genocide,”
Mouradian told Al-Monitor
in an interview.

[oday, alongside the lost lives and pulverized historic stone

" Mouradian added that he woulc

Save for a few shattered
windows, Surp Giragos has
survived intact. So too have
Chaldean, Protestant and
Syrian Orthodox churches.

Look,~said one of the youths, pointing to an armorel
ehicle parked within a direct firing line of the mosque.
) you think did this?

s the bloody standoff in Sur enters it secend mo )

e city's Christian worshippers have had to celebra

e S f 1S5 f=

‘It was a very sad Christmas for us,
e pastor of the Protestant church in Sur. He counts
) souls in his flock. “If the fighting doesn't sto
our community, our wh of life is going to die
old Al-Monito ‘
to worry. Suspected Islamic State pathizers posted ¢
chilling video on YouTube showing footage o

clow ‘infidels” who are called “a big threat to Islam.” |t
ends with an image of the IS
an unidentified beach. Guvener said a group of pastors
targeted in the video filed

sand on

fl 2 planted in the

“The government has
censored hundreds of
videos on the grounds

that they constitute a
threat to national security.
But for some reason this
video, which is a clear
invitation for us to be
harmed, remains online,”
he concluded with a bitter

laugh.

aid Ahmet Guvener,

in an interview. Guvener has other reasons



David
Yonan

Internationally acclaimed
coneerl violinist DAVID

YONAN was born in Berlin,

and quickly recognized
asacl d y()dl gmﬂ;er
winning the Berlin Youth
Competltlon at age ten.
He made his recital debut
in Berlin, Moscow and St.
Petersburg at age eleven.

ar later, he debuted in the Berlin Philharmonic
oist with the R =rlin Symph
and was invited the follow
Albrecht to perform at ;h& Y <:\ Nists of \ 1 t
Century” concert at the Berlim Philharmonic Hall,
which was televised globally by Deuz;‘;% VWelle TV.
The Berliner Morgenpost» //r'wtu “Yonanisan
to memorize for the future,” while \egemdam violinist
Ruggiero Riccl wrote, “Yonan is ane of the most gifted
violinists of his g neration.” Since then, he has toured
d recitalist thr’oughm,t the United
( th America with major orchestras in
; re\hmm 1S concert halls around the globe. Yonan is
ne of 3 wegt few viclinists who have performed the
mmH@ cycles of ;? > Twenty-Four Paganini Capri
the 6 Bach Solo s and Partitas and thet6 3 :
Sonatas in live concerts, earning him standing ovations
at the Aspen Music Festival, in Berlin, Germany, and
in Chicago. He is a winner of 1 na’w\/ ir wtemfmﬂma\
competitions, incluc ‘H‘g) the \m_J ational Rug
Competition, the Vina del Mar Competition C u\e, the
International Kloster Schoe mh\ Co HJ“ﬁTOﬂ d the
2012 Alexander and Buono String Comp hhm Ney
York, among others.

Silesy,

In 2015 he won a Gl Music Award far his live

recording of Ysaye's virtuoso Six Sonatas. He has
[er\\)m““‘i on TV and radio for me Jw networks
and radio stations, including ABC, NBC, CBS, and
1 ARD and ZDF networks.4n 2001, the
ioli : ue Dorothy [»emv selec

1 at the Julliarc
' % tzhak Perlm:

d with <,Mshmguw:%er"
) Part, John Adams
n. Formerly the C

Park Ur

vers

Har \\E\ sler” JWHPM&

) Lament” fc
H va Levinson for Yonan wi
> North Shore C

well as th

vrian

www.davidyonan.com
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Head of
Assvrian church
inShrewsbury

says ISIS is destroying history

SHREWSBURY — Raban
Maroutha A. Hanna vividly
remembers as a teen
visiling the museum in

his birth city of Mosul in
northern Iraq and seein

the beautiful statues an
other historical artifacts
that date back thousands
of years.

"l was soO impressed b T f thy, ‘\\\ wu the contentedness he felt growing
everything cee Those 0 d u.[\‘.i. w\ 0 ‘\ »\’ \/"“w \ ‘\“‘\ M;:,\“,/ ‘\ MMH \ ( ‘f‘\“,/‘/
things, you want to look o e el and religious cleansing crueace, i
at them close. I don't ever they are kidnapping and killing Christians, and destroying

irreplaceable, centuries-old Bibles, books, art and other relics

remember if | ever saw hat predate the birth of Jesus Christ and Chiistarity
everything despite thefaet aniy s apart ofhisory tha

uld be proud of. Or, if not proud of, at least

l Wellt acou le 0ftimes7" : ::\ J xnow and realize it and put it under study,
he said. "To look at things Rev. Hanna said, before offering an analogy of the value o
somebody made 3,000 L

. ° - er from George Washington that's written in his hanc

yeal'S ag09 lt’SJllSt SpGClaI." vould be sold for millions of dollars and it's only a coupls
hundred years old. Now, you're talking about ... all of those

Rev. Hanna, 41, who was ordained as a monk while living handwritten manuscripts are hundreds of years old and many
inlrag in 1996, is the priest at St. Mary's Syriac (Assyrian) of them are over 1,300 years old" he said.
Orthodox Church at Route 9 east and Industrial Drive. The zealots justify their destruction by saying they have to
Rev. Hanna has lived in this country for 10 years. He last destroy the artifacts because people are worshipping then
visited th sul Museum, the second largest museum in as if they are gods.

Isade, in which



Rev. Hanna said the problem stems from fanatical Muslims
who want to live the way Muhammed, the founder and €hief

Tahir Ali, a esman for the Islamic Center of WWo

said that is only an exc e radicals to dow

want to do. He saic s ago. Muhammed is also

of the

the majority o

ive the wc

are peaceful a bad rep

» do with Islam," said Mr. Juran, the Muslim holy book, from God.
tboro. "VWhen you go to Muhammed, Rev,

[ ; id, was a warrior who went into
artifacts that remind us of many wars. VWhen he and his followers rai
v humanity ¢ ed. There is so killed the men and took the women as we
story behind those artifacts, historical monuments, if s. Muhammed,
estroys them, that is such an unforgiva
s F Townsend, an archeologist and pro rof art history
at Clark University, said he was particularly disheartened
when he heard about ISIS bulldozing the Nimrud Trinity, "the
archaeol ev. Hanna said
to Christians ir

ical site.

s what's happening
nons. Church, he
"These particular pieces
that are being destroyed
predate Christianity by
a long stretch. This is =
irreparable damage tothe
history of the Middle East,”

ne

he Sai ° t’;Ath or\r

to mention what's
le. Many of them still hay
yria,' he said. "As a-Christian; d
ace in this life. He said you ing to be
uted for my name. But,whoever keeps his faith and

1 him would be given

Je d

i

dyria (
-t inVWorcester in 1924 by about <
ame to this country from so
)s and 1970s; more
vell as from Syria and Lebe
~ars, | rians from lrag
achusetts, Rev. Hanne
0 Its new

from Tt

I
five to S

and Christians are not new.

ause of more advanced

by many Muslims. what's happening now of the media, including socia
Life ws ed upside down in June 20 hen | ok media, Rev. Hanna said.

Asked if he thinks the problems

Christians will ever end, Rev

than 1 millior

ple. The terro
and the Christi

Mosul an Islamic sta :
Hmatums: The xtremist) reinterpret their.holy boo

ar

WO L
dc ance of others.
"The things that cause all'these

and selfishness. As long as there is selfis

Contact Elaine Thompson at
elaine.thompson@telegram.com.

Armericans, pl




Iraqg's o
oldest Christian
monastery

destroyed by Islamie State

Satellite images confirm
that the oldest Christian

monastery in Iraq has been
destroyed by the jihadist
group Islamic State (IS).

St Elijah's stood on a hill
near the northern city of
Mosul for 1,400 years.

But analysts said the images, obtained by the Associated S has targeted Christians in Irag and neighbouring
Ing them to

| it had been demolished in late 2014,

Press, sug

cial tax or flee.
olished a number of
barbarically levelled". monasteries and churches, as well as renowned pre-

el us from Irag, slamic sites including Nimrud, Hatra and Nineveh in

soon after IS seized the city.

t from Mosul warned that its Christian

see it as an attempt t
eliminating and finishing our existence in this land," said rag and Palmyra in Syria.
Father Paul Thabit Habib, who now lives in Kurdish

administered Irbil.

'Important place’

St Elijah's Monastery, or Deir Mar Elia, was believed to
\ave been constructed by Assyrian monks in the late 6th
Century. It was later claimed by a Chaldean Catholic order.
n 1743, its monks were given an ultimatum by Persian

- § ert to Islam. They refused and as many as




The jihadists have released footage showing themselves

AllalySiS - Ahlll(Ed Maher, destroying shrines, churches and 1’1%51\,'\;‘\(““ vith
ll'aq COPPESpﬂlldellt, BBC sledgehammers and dynamite. More than 100 chur \ ;~,

and monasteries have been razed to the ground in Mosul
NeWS and the predominantly Christian villages surrounding it,
ike Bashiga and Qaragosh, since they took control of the
Had it not been for these satellite images, we would - M/“_?L#' _ . o
I I'he militants believe that Islam is the only religion that

probably not have learnt abo B ST
di SErUC .\\}H. ‘H 'f\ ‘,\‘(“,‘ S L’\“\H\\\z“.fxb r\fd archaeo “‘ \ 1UST DE ¢ \*‘ﬂ},«‘ J ‘ the o ‘ { Ol ‘ el 1\;‘ 1S, A ‘d \. 1Al
s why they have targeted minorities and destroyed their

cannot go to IS-controlled areas for security reasons. , _ ‘
places of worship. Those who have remained in these

It the monastery's

But more importantly, IS did not release any video on
its propaganda outlets showing the demolition of this

parficular ancient site.

Why IS destroys
ancient sites

Palmyra: Blowing ruins to rubble
Understanding sadness at loss of sites

Fr Thabit told AP that the monastery "became a spiritual by the impact of a T-/2 tank turret that was hit by a missile

place for Christians to visit and to have religious ceremonies, during the US-led invasion of Iraq.

and forgiveness from the saint who founded this The US Army used the monastery as a base itself, before

monastery". a chaplain recogni
'he monastery attracted all the people from Mosu ordered it to be

Christians and Muslims. All the poets, historians and Stephen Wood of Allsource Analysis told AP that the satellite

travellers wrote about this monastery,' he added. "It became images published on \Wedne

a very important place for the history of the Church in Irag.” was destroyed between

In the 1970s, the-monastery be ase for the Iragi

Republican Guard, and in 2003 one of its walls was damaged - Christjans who had not already. fled to leave

RO Lo
N The images showed "that

the stone walls have been

literally pulverized’, Mr

Wood saixd.




Dictionary of
dead language
complete atter

90 vears

lmage caHtionThe first volumes of the dictionary were
published in the 1950s

Adictionary of theextinet . edio
language of ancient S
Mesopotamia has been of wiork for a dictionary in 3 language that no.one 5peaks

completed after 90 yearsof
WOrk. \ \“v f‘\?x t\':‘:‘k\ ary - but it was also ‘w\ re \\ \:\ -

Assyrian and Babylonian
- dialects of the language
collectively known as
Akkadian - have not been
spoken for almost 2,000

years.

This is a heroic and significant moment in history, A sizeable chunk of my scholarly identity feels like it's
beamed Dr Irving Finkel of the British Museum's Middle going to be missing Professor Martha Roth, Dictionary
Fast department. As a young man in the 1970s Dr Finkel editor

1Cd €
dedicated three years of his life to The Chicago Assyrian
Dictionary Project which is based at the Oriental Institute of t's like looking through a window into a moment from
the University of Chicago. That makes him something of a thousands of years in the past," he told the BBC World
spring chicken in the life story of this project, which began in Service.
1921. Almost Y0 experts from around the world took part,
diligently recording and cross referencing their work on wha

ended up being almost two million index cards.



Ancient

life and love

Clay and stone taplets
vhich sat between the Tig
heartland of which was in mc
parts :
them to pore over, with 2

Syria and Turke

from scientific, medical and e

epic literature and mes
It is a miraculous F
"We can read the ancient words of poets, philosophers

magicians and astronomers as if they were writing to us in

English.

one could read a word © ecause it was extinct
But what is sc ording to the editor of the
dictionary, Prc n, Is not the differences, but the
similarities between then and nowv

Alot of the history of how people went from being merely
human to being civilized, happened in Mesopotamia,' says
Prof Stolper.

I‘
ik 688

A sizeable chunk of m
scholarly identity feels
like it's going to be missing
Professor Martha Roth,
Dictionary editor

All sorts of major advances are thought to have their earlie:
origins there, and - crucially - Meso

nong three or four places in ,
The cuneiform script - used to write
onian, and first used for the Sumerian [;

acc Dr Finkel, the oldest script in the

Its angular characters were
etched into elay tablets,
which were then baked in
the sun, or fired in kilns.

davery dur

able product, but it was very hard
\

I'his produce

_, Aramai Nich is spoken

prominen

form, researchers believe.

"It's like looking through

a window into a moment
from thousands of years in
the past,’ he told the BBC
World Service.



Fresh minds

With the dictionary now finally comllglete,
"there are mixed emotions’, says Prof Roth.

"As someone who has
been so deePll\mj engaged
every day of the last 32
vears with this project,
there is a sizeable chunk
of my scholarly identity
thatfeels like itis goillll§
to be missing for a while,"
she told the BBC World
Service.

A an and Babylonian - dialects of the langu
collectively known as Akkadian - have

for almost 2,000 vears.
Y

"This is a heroic and significant moment in history,'
beamed Dr Irving Finkel of the British Museum's Middle
East department. As a young man in the 19/0s Dr Finkel
dedicated three years of his life to The Chicago Assyrian
Dictionary "roject which is based 2t the Oriental Institute
of the Univers ago. That makes him something
of a spring chicken in the life story of this project, which
beganin 1921. Almost 20 experts from around the world
took part, diligently recording and cross referencing their
work on what ended up being almost two million index

cards.

)

The Chicago Assyrian Dictionary is 271 volumes long
and is encyclopaedic in its range. VWhole volumes are
dedicated to a single letter, and it comes complete
with extensive references to original source materia
ghout. It all sounds like a lot of work for a dictionary

uage that no-one speaks anym It was "often
edious," admits Prof Matthew W Stolper of the Orienta
Institute, who worked for many years on the dictionary -

but it was also hugely rewarding and fascinating, he adds.

It's a great achievement and a source of pride," adds Prof
Stolper.

It was like a living thing that grew older and changed its
attitudes, that made mis nd corrected them. Now
that it's done, it's a monument, grand and imposing, but
at rest’.

—

KE

But those involved most closely in the dictionary, are also
the first to stress its limitations. They still do not know.
whatssome words mean, and because new discoveries are

being made all the time, it is - and always will - remain a
work in progress. Prof Stolper for one says he is stepping
aside;any future updates or revisions would be best done
by "fresh minds" and "fresh-hands", he believes. The entire
dictionary costs $1,995 (£1,230; 1,400 euros), but is also
available for free online - a far cry from the dictionary's
low-tech beginnings. Turning philosophical, Dr Finkel
reflects on the legacy of our own increasingly electronic
age, where so much of what we do is intangible.

"What is there going to be in 1,000 years' time for
lunatics like-me, who like to read ancient inscriptions
what are they ever going to find?" he asks.

hey will probably say that there was no writing - it was a
5[ | bably say that t T
dark age, that people had forgotten it, because there may
pe nothing left.



On the Run from
the Islamic State,

Iraqi Christians Are Trying to Save Their Heritage

The international
community is struggling

to come up with a strate

to defeat the Islamic State
(IS) — but on the ground

in northern Iraqg, a Roman
Catholic priest has found
his own way to fight the
jihadists.

‘H\W o “ ‘? e ‘, !";\{ ‘{f = ‘\‘\ 2 r s el

eral Christian militias
that have taken it upon themselves, in Irg and neighboring
Syria, to defend their villages against IS onslaught. VWhat he
is doing, he says, Is even more important to the Christi
minority's fate in-northern Irag: He is rounding up anciéent

manuscripts are our history. They trace back our roots, they

e part of our civilization,' he said, using the Arabic acronym

for the group. "If they get destroyed, then we
ur culture will be forgotten.

ice of this threat, Father Gabrie
' ' nanuscripts dating b

iment stories, book

st

ck

yre mainly [it \{'\\ )| books, b



In 2006, a wave of
terrorist altacks hit the
Iraqi Christian ecommunity.
Atleast three archbishops
and dozens of priests were
killed; hundreds of the
faithful died in church
bombings.

other priests, to lea
one person behind to
and | was told to go to AlQosh," he said. Father Gabriel was
also told to teke with him the most ancient and precious
manuscripts, which had been in the monastery for centuries.
But he was afraid the Iragi Army would confiscate the
books at checkpoints and try to sell them. So he decided to
smuggle them: "We stored the manuscripts in bos Ve
by blankets. VWe hoped for the

hat adventurous move,

it turned out, bought Father Gabrie

and his books — and many Iragi Christians — just a few years

of safel ust 6, 2014, IS launched a major operation
in the Nineveh plain, taking most of it in just a few days.
encountered no resistance from the Iragi security forces,

vhich fled before the militants' advance. As the militants

approached al Qosh, Christians there panicked.

"As soon as we heard they
were coming, I thought
everything was lost. Sol

encouraged everybody from
the village to flee.

But AlQosh was spared. The IS advance stopped a fewv
kilometers away. Father Gabriel went back to retrieve what
he had left behind —1,000 manuscripts, which he scattered
in remote locations in Kurdistan, the autonomous region of
Irag. "I will not say where they are, it's not safe. Just | and
vhere they are" he
a habit he picked up in Italy, where he lived

lile in training for the priesthooc

another priest knov
hin cigarette,
or almost ten years w
The waves of violence
he said, made him extremely wary of strangers
under the f
the mountain
Christian v
situation is

ust six miles (10 km) away, and M

he experienced since S

an eighth-century monastery built on
oking the town, is the last remaining

n the whole plain of Nineveh, but its

rious. The front line in the battle with IS is

losul, the largest Iraqgi city

the extremists, is 28 miles (50 km).

occupied by



The 7,000 people of AlQosh
are protected by the militia
of Assyrian Christians,

but their de facto leader is
the local priest — Father
Gabriel himself, who also
manages a school and the
local orphanage.

It is he who decides who can and,eannot live in the town.
Yazidis on the run from IS are weleome, he said, and so
are other refugees, but on one condition: They must not
be Muslim. The Christian mandate to help one's neighbc
ot extend to Muslimas in AlQosh.."They can go

s around here, Where there are no
Gabriel said. "AlQosh is the last place |
where we can live our faith in peace. And many

rators. | don't want them

o

to many other villag
Christians," Father
the are:

of'them are also ISIS collabo

He does, in fact, see himself as a sort of religious warrior,
\ ;—J[HW:—’ c

to save lraqi Christians with a righteous zeal.
Christian boy who lost his ¢

Viuslim. The othe

at the orphanage h Milar stories.
their parents in the conflict;
cverytt ~ft them with

1ing and

e were tryi
e cars with us. So

Heor

killing i
said had ordaine

da in Irag, and

e ancient books.



In 2006, a wave of
terrorist attacks hit the
Iraqi Christian community.
Atleast three archbishops
and dozens of priests were
killed; hundreds of the
faithful died in church
bombings.

"What thezjtr y Lo destroy we
protect. This is how we ean

l'eally defeatlIS,’

"The situation is very hard.

Most of these families were

middle class, the had Even Father Gabriel doubts there will ever be peace for
everything they needed e
but now they have nothmg vt aace a0 52y e
and they can'treall accept he said, in 3 N"ﬂm(‘ conversation after VICE News visited
thlS," he said, deser ing a e
massive exodus of Christian - “
families trying to get to

Europe.

an ’\\”\‘f\\’i\{'\ Mw;;:ﬁ»\ persecute ;1 Christians
around the world, the Iragi Christian community has
shrunk to 200,000, compared to a million people in 2003.

The numbers are diminishing daily. More and more

people are trying to leave," she said. Most of the remaining
con ‘mw,\,,, \ shelter in north Irag, but mz,;::wt'mgi to life
there it's very difficult. "It is a co w"\c\t: different cultu

the language ix differe rw«.T‘:w\ “u'-wH} they are still [in Ira \
but it almost feels like a different country.



Fleeing IS

into exile.

sKriac christians sing
the oldest music on earth
courtesy of newsweek.com

ie last ime they came
Mar Mattai in northern Irag, it was September. Then,
there was a queue of cars stretching back to Mosul. There
vere little girls in white dresses
‘ rs carried sponge-cakes in boxes

along the road to the monastery

vith curly hair fied up in
es on their
yustaches combed and blazers

eed tot of arak

rmountains, dusty, sandy and dotted wi
he stickiness of the plain g /o ac
he end of the road, the monastery was o
] for Syriac Christians in Iraq and
rayvers, and the singing o
nt music in the world, a

nse in a language that woulc

hey leave behind the bodies of brothers and
the shelled-- their shops and hc

leave behind much of what it meant to b

out ruins o
he ancient cities of Nimrud and Nineve
proudly to show their children the glories of the As:

vhich they

claim descen

be bulldozed by ISIS. They leave behind the treasures of

Assyria in the Mosul museum - 1SIS will loot the smaller
antiquities for the black market and smash the statues too
big to sell. And on the way to Mar Mattai, they pass the
monaste Mar Behnam: | ' ady d by
ISIS. From tf eple fli I months

it will be destroyed.
\ ey carry with them is their liturgical music.
It preserves strains of the earliest religious chants of
| ia and of court

emperors 2,000 years before

songs sung for Assyrian
Christ. Its antiquity is

by its simplicity: clergy

conversation be
Tonight, they
he inner rooms:
face; the Saints’ Room, with its reliquaries st
chapels dug deep into the

the rock; the ly mountain.
[here, crammed into the rough caves, Sarmad and the
other deacons push to the front and stand i

are joined by the old monks and the priests, in black

cassocks and embroidered skull-caps. The priests start
the singing in deep voice

answer at a higher pitch. Now the other men in the

s, then the deacons and younger

oregation fall in,
en for millennia.

ows guicker,

ack and forth, call and response, as it
and louder, filling the small rooms in the
elly of the monastery. But Sarmad hears something else
> weeping as they sing. Because
v will leave for the Kurdish
camps and then for abroad,
castle in the north of England

e to him; and they ma

may never



Football, Politics
and Assyrian
National Identity

large Assyrian flag is
displayed by Assyrian
fans at a game played by
Assyriska, an Assyrian
football club in Sweden.
(AINA) -- In Iraq, Syria
and Turkey, Assyrian
identity and culture is
being undermined b
simply being labelle

as Christian.

o | - The following are some
. ofAssyrian football clubs
angusge. culure and identiy. found all over the world:

culture, identity and language are not under threat of 1o e e R S M T Tt
extinction, Assyrian culture is thriving, One aspect o ;\‘.\e » Moreland United FC in Melbourne

is community football clubs, which have provided a basis - Assyrian Star Football Club in Auckland

for immigrant communities in foreign countries. Some of o FC Assvria in West London.

these immigrant clubs have become the biggest teams « Assyrian FC in Chicago

in their respect countries. Palmeiras in Brazil, which was . Mw FF and f;‘\,r’\’i:i\‘r"\f\\/\li FC in-Sweder

by Greek immigrants leaving Turkey for Thessaloniki; and

Sydney Olympic FC, created by Greek immigrants to

Svdney.

Justin Civitillo, PhD in Geography, Environment and

Population, explains that immigrants found their

involvement with a football club assisted in their

integration into a new country as well as a mechanisn

in building new relationships and social networks. It als

provides a safe space where immigrants can intermingle
ith those in their community. This has been no different



Fairfield Bulls was formed
in 1971 and fell under the
umbrella of the Assyrian

Australian Association and
later with the Nineveh Club.

Although 1 r club for most of its history,
in 2001 it was promoted to the semi-professional NSW's
Premier League. As it fell under the umbrella of the
Assyrian Australian Association, it provided an avenue for
Assyrian wofhaH lovers to cor mc';(w . intermingle or play.
Hosting ' el am—twur d strict competition,

al team that provides an

it (j\sg nas H’ -
avenue for potential Assyrian- H\US’J’&\ ans football stars to
mon story

ess in _hH!’ careers. This is not an uncom
yrian diaspora.

nd Syrianska FC are another example
; ablished in 1974 and 1977/ respe
m “WHTOH% v\\M en, the wrmw ece of the Assyr Hm

ommunities in Europe. The ssyriska u\mra\ a
first to T“ M a football club with the
following suit a ¢ H‘\“d later.

were *)

riska FF, which is by far the more popular and
successful team in Sweden between the two, has
especially been the main community point for AC'\/r‘a"\f

in Sweden. | 1ot uncommon to hear of Assyrians fron
Australia, the United States, Canada and elsewhere in
Europe making an pilgrimage like visit to see Hw
club dubbed ‘ ial Assyrian National team!
syriska has become so important to Assyrian identity
that in 2004, a second match play off against Orgryte IS in
Gothenburg was broadcasted a countries which

had an Assyrian diaspora.

s

Both clubs have reached the pinnacle of ~dish football,
the Allsvenskan. This brought r:wt awareness to the
plight of the stateless Assyrians around the world, so
much so that Dr Mehmet Celik announced on Turkish

television "They are called Assyriska. They will spread that
name all over the world!"
game for the club in \'\”\/Qms an was

politically driven, with players wearing a black armband in

commemoration on the 20th anniversary of the Turkish

genocide of Assyrians in World War One, when 750,000
Assyrians were killed.

]

Thisisac

emonstration of Assyrian se "Jemm\/ being
' a football context, allowing Assyrians to
display their history, plight and p’*hma astuteness.
Reverand Ashur D. Elkhoury of St. Paul the Apostle
in California stated in an interview with a
‘ other or i/ed movement with polifi
innova recog
an peo \\L internationally as this club has. Assyriska
tchtt for uur awareness worldwide 1: the indigenous
p(,upk, of Mesopotamia and battles for the knowled;

ur peop ("‘f: re *(g nition by the international commu mf

on their Football Arenas.”

expressed ir

church
a.se that:
cal ambitions has
\ition for our

,‘(

\/P

@mp ﬁw in

they h(w( a\\ﬁ l’”‘m L‘mv “rJ for W r effectiveness in
helping their communities | Jte into the broa
Swedish society. Kennedy E<<\m is an example
this integration. He began his ca reer at Assyriska, befo
a move to Hammarby. He then p\/pamd"d his career to
the Netherlands and Spain. Sharbel Touma is
example. He an m wan’*crvuth Syrianska,

moving to Djurgarden, AIK, and Halmstad in Sweden
before making the jump to the Netherlands, Germany and
/\ﬂ*, e

1 have not only
ression and a
Jary afhW ay for young /

noving onto the

[hey ha\/e a\
Swedes to begin a fo U Il ca
traditionally b */Qd\g clubs or w
Hfmr Yakoub, Chairman of the Assyr
veden, speaking with me said: "l £

s help maintain Assyrian ide mtv an d
part of Sy iety. They are a sour
community.!
Opposite to these powerhouses of Assyrian football
in Sweden is the Australian Assyrian Cup. It has been
running since 1980 and is one of Australia's longest
running football cup competitions. It attracts amateur
and semi-professional clubs mostly from Sydney and
urne but has brought in Lhe past teams from New
and and other cities in Australia.
It serves as a social gathering for the Ass
where W Y can ge t together in a

er before v

Fejwrcm‘ n of
ootball
> it a natural
pmde for the

vedish

yrian community,
3 communal manner.
ent are the very

yrian identity, culture and lang

ping

in Australia.

flourishing

A spokesperson for Moreland United FC, an amateur
Assyrian football clt t from Melbourne established in
1989, emphasised the importance of the Assyrian C
"The Melbourne ria Cup is a chance for the Ass
community not just in Melbourne, t Ut around ,~L\L M
(in particular ;;\mer*eyJ and on occasion New Zealand to
ome together and play football. Beyond that, it is an
pportunity for Assyrians and even non-Assyrians
mingle and get to know each other better, in the
building a \tm nger understandir r
increase relations and friendship.

As with the examples seen in Sweden and Australia, these
football clubs play a pivotal role in the community.
replica ross the world where Assyrian communities
ive, in New Zealand, Denmark, England, Canada and the
United Sta
So althoug

threatened to the

[his s

S 1\/Hrm people and th t"
hoint of extinction ir
diaspora there is irity. This cannot be se
then thm’mgh t’w(* football clubs established
immigrants, which has helped forge the
pro 1 footballers, served a
point to the community where they can demonstrate their
culture, langu and identity, and also > as a conduit
yrian political and religious expressions.

a meeting

~ssional Assyriar

to Ass



Funeral Held for 13 Assyrians,
Zalin (Qamishly)

Killed in Restaurant Bombings in Syria

amishli, Syria (AINA) -- A
neral service was held
#® today in Qamishli for the 13
&1 Assyrians who were killed
~1 yesterday in the bombing of

three restaurants

The Syriac Orthodox
Patriarchate of Antioch
issued the following
statement:

eir god. Where are the people

ainst these attacks? s it not

conscience to act as

0 wake up from their deep sleep and to do all that

protect the remaining people in this region,
vhose sole concern is to live in peace in their homeland?
Is it not the fit time to unite and collectively fight all forms

of terrorism and extremism?

[o our Syriac faithful in Qamishly, we say: You have paid
Once again, terrorism strikes in Syria and this time in our a high price for keeping your faith and remaining in your
beloved Qamishly. Dozens of martyrs and many others homeland. You have offered and continue to offer lessons

of citizenship and of the love of your country. This is

vere injured (

bombs in the city. The old people weep g ¢ not strange tc indchildren of the martyrs of the
osing hope and the children's joy is wiped away. This Syriac Genocids 1at took place ars ago.
injustice is inflicted on the people of Qamishly, of al You refused humiliation and submission and you did not
confessions and religions, only because they are good accept a substitute for your land. We believe that these
citizens, known for their love and loyalty to their country e vou from vour land:

and land. The enemy of humanity is spreading its power these explosions, however violent and bloody they may

everywhere in our beloved Middle East, seeking to destroy  be, will not uproot you from your country.



We condemn these eriminal

acts and demand immediate The following phetos
intervention to protect of 10 of the Assyrians who
the people of this region were killed:

from terrorism and suicide

bombings.

We also demand for an investigation to know who

is behind these crimes, that they may receive the
punishment they deserve.

We pray for the repose of the souls of the martyrs. May
their names be written in heaven. We ask the Lord to
comfort the hearts of their families, relatives and all those
saddened by their departure and pray for the healing and
St " the wounded.

hd have mercy of the martyrs of Qamishly and

recovery of tf

The following are the names
of 13 of the Assyrians who
were killed:

1. Ramy Tarzi Bashi 8. Nedal Abdo

2. Aboud Hagiki 9. Marwan Shamoun
3. Robert Krio 10. Danny Hanna

4. Eli Kaspo 11. Shabo Malke

5. Issa Hanna 12. Jack Tuma

6. Anton Joseph 13. Robert Hegame

/. Eliamo Malke




Educator who
taught in Evanston,

Oak Park dies at age 94

Bob Goldsbhorough
April 26, 2016

FI

the Arden cacher, called Ganja a "wonderful teacher, particularly

said her ne vith gifted children" and recalled how Ganja had a large

before mo ffering rocking chair in her classroom.

t was like something out of a Jane Austen book. Sh
ooked lovely there in her chair, imparting wisdom,

Mitchell said. "She was a wonderful teammate who was
smart and funny with good ideas. She was a wonderful
voman to work with.

‘ hina in the post
Jietnam era at a 19/3 conference on Asian affairs that

graduating vas held at Michigan State University, Sargis said. She also
Elementary School Distric g presented a team-teaching workshop for teachers at a
in Evanston/Skokie S at Dawes Glenview school in 19/3 and served on the board of the
Elementan ( nja earned [llinois Council for the ( ’
3 r's Northwestern Ganja refired from King i je of work, w
ey, oved to travel and enjoy tland, Sweden
fter the King Literary and Fine Arts S China, India, Tahiti, the Ga haker country
1967, Ganja t rred to that sc Kentucky and southern Indiana, and Sea Island off the

an teaching fifth- and sixth-grade stu

1.3 team of teachers instructing third

and (Ganja was an avid enthusiast of Assyrian-Americar

fifth=graders. history, working with the Assyrian Universal Alliance
lRstReslcticrpartef-ger carcemGaniattatichiteonasteam Foundation to develop a college scholarship program for
instructing kindergartners and first- and second-graders. Assyrian-Americans. Also a life member of the Art Institute
of Chicago since 1951, Ganja loved attending galleries,
voman who taught you abo spect, ectures and concerts and was in three monthly book
onded to that," Holloway I roups in her 80
other people. The Ganja's husband of 56 years, Arthur, died in 2004, She

vith them, but they ha

is survived by a brother, Robert; and several nieces and



Lily Bit-
shamoon
Weber

Lily was born on September
15,1920 in Urmia, Iran to
the late Rabi Benjamin
Bitshamoon (from the
Village of Digala) and
Hanna Pera (from the
village of Mar Nokha).

Lily was an achiever from the beginning. VWhile at High in contact with all of them constantly. She passed away,
school, she joined the Volley

yball team and became the peacefully, on August 23rd in Modesto, CA. She was 95.
captain of her team. S

master seamstress. After graduating high school, she

became a teacher at shah-dokht school in Urmi, Lil iS precededinpassmg
Later, the family moved to Tehran and she became Vice by er %arents’ her hquand
Principal at St ;jy'w 1az school. She joined girl scouts and J()e We bel‘, hel‘ bl‘Othel‘
became leader of her troop. In one of her troop's trip she Mi]is Bit_Shamoon and

met her future husband, a German named Ottmar Joe

Nebber. He was manager of American Officer's Club in her brotherinlaw J()hll
“x;‘\“m‘. They married in 1962. They moved to Germany for YOhal]llall.

a few years, but the love for her family and friends brought
them back to Iran. Their marriage lasted until Joe's death, in 7
Germany. in 1976 She then moved to Modesta CA. later She is survived by her brother Calo and his wife Lily and

ook tailoring cl:

that vear. She had many interests to keep herself busy. their children Sharokina and her husband Peter and their
She loved to travel & was on a bowling team for many children and Atour, her sister Nellie Yohannan and her sor
years. She was also a very accomplished cook. Jason and his wife Denise and their children, Her sister
Helen and her husband Brian and their children Antony
rian, Turkish, and Andrew and his wife Christi and their children, Her
Vhile married to cousins Joann, Paula, Feodor, Johnny, and Donald, Friends
ere invite e ball at the American  and family.
Officers Club and her costume as Queen Shamiram wor '
the best castume of the ball. One of the thrills of her life, God rest her so
vas when she met the Queen of Iran, Farah Pahlavi, her
son, the Crown Prince, and the Shah's brother.
She was very close to God and read her Bible every
morning. She was an achiever! Strong, energetic, and full
of life. She was in love with her family and friends and wa

1>



On foreign

ground

My name is Milena
Davud%m (Yukhanaeva)
and although I have an
Armenian name I eonsider
myself a hundred percent
Assyrian.

t know how much you know abo

n Armenia. Today's /
Armenia are mosth

starting in the

Sian War in

826-28, when thc

their homeland in the are
ond )

>t Union, many of
quse of the e

2 census, there are about

jat
P

n Dvin of the
arz. In 2003 the

Marz, and Arzni of the

community established the

a club that C our language, culture,

history and of course traditions 1eral public.

I am living in Verin Dvin. The traditional of the Assyria
s agriculture. In g al, the

rking, e

ian Center-BetNahrain',

hardwc

the result of their

desp

this

jents. In 1995 the schoo
emble -"ARBELLA"

of three nations.

performs the
ble has dipl
part in all the festiv:

Armenia.

ian Church of the
ity 1 ,

) c Church are
communion and have brotherly relati
And at the end | want to thank the

America, that

of



Minority killings by IS 'should
v
be recognized as Qenocide

The killing of minorities
by so-called Islamie State
should be recognized as
genocide, more than 60
parliamentarians have 2
said in a letter to the PM. R ¥

= AN : ~
/8 2, ‘

- - Earlier this vear, areporthy

hey urge David Cameron to use his influence Lo rea h the hllmall ri tS Orgamzatlon

an agreement with the UN that the term genocide be

used. This would f;"f‘-f'f‘ the message that those \wﬁ;z[‘»:;'wzﬂa\r MillOl‘ity Ri tS GPO“ detai]ed
would be caught, tried and punishe * the letter adds. IS Sl]mllla['y eXecuthllS, Ol‘ced

has been systematically killing minority groups including

raqi and Syriar ~ . conversions, rape and other
cited the Yazidis' treatment by IS as \J\ that I%may abuses S‘l‘lfelae by mmorltles mn

have committed genocide =1c vvar crimes in lrag. [he

jihadist group has also been trying to eradicate minority ll'aq.

oroups from large parts of the country. human rights

organizations have warned. There would be two main benefits from the acceptance by
the UN that genocide is being perpetrated.
First, it would send a very clear message to those organising

'NOt Semantics’ and wl M\ML \ <M ‘\\‘;"\‘ e m HH \

he lett ritten by MP Rob Flello and Lord Alton. said uture they will be held accountable by the internationa

ragi and Syrian Christians and Yazidis, it said.

there was clear evidence of 1S assassinations of church community for their actions; they will be caught, tried and
leaders, mass murders, torture, kidnapping for ransom punished.

in the Christian communities of Irag and Syria and "the - _ -

sexual enslavement and svstematic rape of Christian »econd, it would encourage the 127/ nations that are
girls and women" It also said the group was carrying signatories to the Convention to face up to their duty

out "forcible conversions to Islam'. the destruction o to take the necessary action to ‘prevent and punish' the

churches, monasteries, cemeteries, and Christian artifacts,

and theft of lands and wealth from Christian clergy.

IS first emerged in Syria, ighting President Bashar al-Assad
he letter said: "This is not simply a matter of semanfics. during the ongoing civil ‘L:’,\'\M\r\" o ’/}Lj}/‘ 4. the group
eclared the establishment of a "caliphate" - a
. . overned in accordance with Islamic law, or Sharia, by
UN deﬁnltlon Ofgen0c1de: deputy on Earth, or caliph. IS members are jihadists
vho adhere to an extreme interpretation of Sunni Islam and
consider themselves the only true believers. They hold that

rtic \.\ of the 1948 U.N. Genocide Convention says: the rest of the world is made up of unbelievers who seek

Genocide means any of the following act nmittec to destroy Islam, justifying attacks against other Muslims
ith intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, and non-Muslims alike. Beheadings, crucifixions and mass

ethnical, racial or religious group, as such Killing members shootings have been used to terrorize their enemies. 1S

of the group: Deliberately inflicting on the group members have justified such atrocities by citing the Koran

onditions of life calculated to bring about its physical and Hadith, but Muslims have denounced them.
estruction in 1ole or in part; Im “".H;ﬁ neasures
intended to prevent births within the group; Forcibl
transferring children of the group to another group.



THURST

About | Blog | Catalogues | Contact | Manage Subscription

Year of the Sword

™ A - ) The Assyrian Christian Genocide,
I'EA R A History

OF THE

SWORD

Joseph Yacoub

Hardback / November 2016 / 288pp / £25.00
£18.99 with this email + free shipping

A HISTORY

‘_ Buy this book \

“This important and revelatory book tells of the biblical race which has
suffered genocide twice within a century: over half were destroyed
by the Ottoman atrocities of 1915, and now their descendants
in Mosul and elsewhere are being put to the sword by ISIS.

The Assyrians today deserve more than our pity — they need
our protection.” — Geoffrey Robertson QC, human rights barrister,

Doughty Street Chambers, and author of An Inconvenient Genocide
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Shlomo habre rhime,

with great pleasure | am informing you about the

, elg presentation on youtube:

qzation of numerous https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_

With my ekuHINTcM&feature=youtu.be

ur modern music | would like to For a glimpse of the first book you can watch this short
> for future presentation on youtube:

https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCCIEknziik
For further information join my Group on Facebook

publishing of my new

You can order the book now by choosing one of the Vlodern Assyria

my website (www.musicpearls.net)

Package

Package 1 sic = Musigi Suryoyto 60 USD 40,- Euro

90 USD 55,- Euro

sic — Musigi Sur 8
Pearls of Bethnahrin”

Package 2

Package 3 300k ,Modern Assyrian Music = Musigi Suryoyto 75 USD 50,- Euro

Package 4 100 USD 65,- Euro

300k

covers the history of modern Assyri as 5 or Chaldeans). The
basis of this work is my f ' om . After publication
of the first volume the n cts of
modern history were not sufficiently known and also the lack of many ¢ vrian music

albums in the album part. Some well-known and deserving persons are introduced by their

1 general and the music history in particular

onducted in many ¢

0 have contributed my part wi

vation of this culture and heritage.

Tawdi Sagi for your support
Abboud Zeitoune




The Monument Project 2016
for the Erection a Bronze Bust to the Monument
of the Late Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV

Pictured here is a Project Advisory Commitee (from left to right): Vasili Shoumanov, Hormizd Hasse, Dankha Zamaya,
12, His Grace Mar Paulus Benjamin, Rev. Archdeacon William Toma, Edward Hasso, Rev. Antwan Lachin,

Raymond Oshana.

Sam O




Book about
genocide honors
vietims

Centenary of the genocide
in the then Ottoman
Empire still lives on in

the people in Sidertilje,
Sweden. Just recently
released book "The dead
teach the living' on the

right genocides. Assyrians
and Syriacs call genocide

of Seyfo.

Nemrud Kurt Haninke has just released a factual novel on
the Sodertalje-based publisher Tigris Press. The publishing
houses of the Assyrian National Association premises.

Two parallel stories - Every chapter is from the present,
where a young Swedish Assyrian go down to what once
was Assyria. Every two chapters from the past, where we
follow a young Assyrians whose sister is kidnepped, says
Kurt Nemrud Haninke. The book was written to honor the
victims, but to get a shot of reality of today, | took a flight
to southeast Turkey, and began a search of my roots.
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Tales That My
Mother Told Me

By Solomon (Sawa) Solomon

While in Sayen Qala, my mother saw Agha Patrus standing

rc

on a small hill in front of a red flag, wearing

and watching the columns o

Mother recalls that future Rab-Tremma Suske of Habbania

U

was their neighbor; at the time he was an officer in the
while a child,

1 was nu
er, Malik Yt

3eg, NOW

Russian Tzarist Army.

My mother, Susember, the granddaughter of Malik
Youkhanna of Timar, died in 1985 at the
was buried in Indiana. May she rest in pe




The Exodus

From an Assyrian Village in Syria

By Malte Henk and Henning Susebach

www.zeit.de

Tel Goran before the war: A father with his children in
the K@f:]rki% far m'\y garden. At the end, whi
‘\/er\,/ﬂ"mg goes very fast. /
and the faxtf‘m«?fc,

out over H«, \
a northerly heading. v /W brw kfa wr‘:
passes by Le\w/ And as the flight attendant's tr

swallows up empty trays and Ismail Ismail, whose first and
last names are the same, looks out the window, he sees
land be en wisps of clouds and wonders whether that

is already Europe.

Ismail is sitting in Seat 12 F. His brothe
to him, his brother Joseph in the aisle seat. The three
mustachioed men are all around 50 years old, v\/earihg
shirts of muted colors and plain polyeste if
dress as inconspicuously
C ont of them, three tourists from ih tteart
wearing T-shirts and beach tans are playing cards.

Behind H*e in business attir v
seatmate: "I fly this route countless times a year.

er George sits next

n, a woman

Ismail and his brothers
don't say anything. They
don't read. They don't

sleep. They silently stare
ahead.

In the midst
an tell that they are fleeing, jt
Afghans on boats at sea 3 )0 feet
say the three have been lucky? AL A\(%ét in economy
class, a cup of coffee and the Mediterranean already

behind them? But how much good luck does it take to
make up for the bad luck of belonging to the wrong

ole, of practicing the wrong religion, of living in the
wrong country at the wrong time? Is ‘MH \s‘r\mei\‘g vill:
overrun. His house: plundered. He
r;amwty by the "lslamic State." Anc
le who fly over borde

duled flight, no one
\)mam: and

of the routine of a sc
ust like all the

TURKEY Kamishli
.
e ° ® Christian commu-
= = g 38 ° nities along the
Aleppd. " Khabur River
Euohran,
SYRIA
LEBANON
Boirwe® P e000,,
Damascus ° e
ISRAEL ZEIT- GRAFIK

Skm

them. Among people t
thing rather than a matter of fate. Amao
might also flee once in a while, but only from

mong people like us, in other words, the r
reporters of DIE ZEIT.
The fate of Ismail and his brothers, his wife, his childrer

his h’\erwda his neighbars -- it would have almost remained
untold. On February 23, 2015, this newsflash slid
through the world's awareness only very briefly in the

swift >tr\ am of war reports, refugee photos and border

debates: IS fighters in Syria had attacked ancie wt Christian
communities, 35 villages d\c,mg the banks of a river named
Khabur, which flows into the Euphrates. The \Sa"r“\sts took
253 people hostage, including Ismail and his brothers.



It was still night when,
months after their release,
the three men hoarded the
airplane in Beirut.

thy colors. Fie
t the er a narrow road, the outlines of

/ith a bit of imagination, one co

It was still night when, months after their release, the
three men boarded the airplane in Beirut. During a
stopover in Tunis, we showed them a photo printed from
the Internet, a satelli y A puzzle
out of eartt ding river. At the
illage. With a bit

end «

Or Imaginaton, o

leaf, like one that has fallen from a tree.

Joseph and George rotated
the photo in their hands,
puzzled. They'd never
seen the setting of their
previous life through the
eyes of a satellite.

But Ismail figured it out immediately: This
his village. With his index fing
ft of the printout. He brought the image up to

eyes filled with tears.

°r, he tapped on

Three memt

being

there are more peoples than

ything is a matter of dispute, including

TU Flight 744 lands at
Franklurt Airport. Buzzing,

pinging, ringing, cellphones
awaken from their comas.




It remains silent in seats Il nasme b ilic hivet
12D to 12F, Shor.tly one we wrole on our photo
thereafter, Ismail and next to a tiny rooftop. This
his brothers are pulled is how the search began.
forward through a long It would lead us to four
corridor by the torrent tonbnent on et

of other travelers. house, name for name.

The stream of people halts once. George and Joseph According t0 EVel'ythillg

W.‘i“ L ok .U\.‘( stepping o w.‘:: an escalator \ the first we know, none Ofthe

time in their lives. The vacationers surrounding them Villagevs illhabitants has
died. Bul every single one
o nec e e e of them has lost their life.

of global affairs. Their hometown lies on the fronts
of the Syrian war, where Kurds armed with German
veapons are battling IS, where American, French and

soon also German fighter jets are making their rounds,

might think: VWhat kind of hicks are these guys?

While TU-Flight /44 is being awaited in Frankfart, a

. : . - o man is on his way to work 200 kilometers away in the
vhere Sunnis are shooting at Shiites and Syrian rebels

are shooting at soldiers of the Syrian regime. Entire
stretches of land have been depopulated. Chinese

southwestern German state of Saarland. He doesn't have
far to go, justithree minutes through the pedestrian zone

of Saarlouis: There, where Sonnenstrasse intersects with

researchers have calculated that the night sky ovs %
Bierstrasse, he heads for an old townhouse. Gray stone

darker today than it once was.

n _ s :

the Christian village of Tel Goran, not a single light is and paned-glass windows, like in an old movie.
burning anymore. ‘ ]
In gold letters-next to the door, there isthe word

KARTOFFELHAUS 'potato house"). The man enters the

What haflpens When an restaurant mere casually than a guest ever would, opens

entire Vi age‘;ust piCkS a door marked "private" and descends-into a bare cellar.
Standing there is something like a metal barrel with tubes

up and leaves attached. It's a peeling machine. This is Basem-Adam's first
task sixdays a week: He peels potatoes for Germans.

In the summer, we had started writing to Assyrian

associations around the world, compiling lists of the Basem dumps them in by the bucketful and

w,”} “‘ M‘ - o o ‘/‘\{_\\/“f’ R . adds water. Then the machine rumbles and
individuals like Ismail. From satellite views online, we

zoomed closer and closer in on the Khabur River roars away as if it were about to take off.
and then Tel Goran was there. The aerial image of this

Later in the day, the restaurant's patrons will flip through
the.menu, with three pages of "Pdtatoes and More'™:
potato fritters, potato ed potatoes
potatoes, potato lasagna. Young people

50 and dialect will write down orders and balance

n a beach. huge plates through the restaurant.

village was the beginning. We learned that 160 people
reportedly lived there in better days. Today, the village
is empty. The two churches, the school, the houses,

the barns. Hulls of an earlier life, like empty seashells

60 now? What happens when an Basem Adam, 32 years old, grew up in Tel Goran and
entire village, representing a people and a religion, jus doesn't speak the local dialect. He can't even speak propeg
picks up and leaves? Is a new Tel Goran coming into German. His voeabulary could come from:a dictionary for

kitchen assistants: salad dressing, schnitzel plate, side dish,

sink.



he ¢

Basem Adam is a round-

gl

g cities in
>ss from Tel G

igner in t
signed T-shirts, dre
a lot of midriff. For a
ital bohemians in Berlin, Lo

y. The war

while, he hope

ndon and

faced man who laughs

a lot when he tells his

story -- out of politeness,
helplessness and shyness.

ally out of fata

and sea, he got stranc

their house dc
tried their hands on their father:
learned to swim in the shallow tributaries of the ri

and grilled them in the eveni

()

adult,
fled Te

ter

on, t

smartphone

T

OrMmato

the heat, shaded b

air.

There was Ismail, at whose house
together in the e

here was Samer, who

e soccer matches.

lism. After fleeing S
i arlouis be

em, the

Va

Jed in S

sked how he feels about that,

. That's just how it is, he adds.

vening in a vine

alw

s' tractors, where

ys wanted to b

v widow.

dars and cypresses. A m
3 close-knit community that usual

a super

Basem shrugs his

- a Narrow
child, and Ismail, the

When those who have

ored

e, where

odest life in

v played out in the open

starin

There was Ishos Shop, "Jesus' Store," where one tould buy
rice, detergent and sweets. There was the festival area

in front of the church, where they celebrated w
and baptisms and sometimes danced through the night.
And there, en the southern edge of the village, were four
brethers, Muslims, who worked as day laborers in the
fields-of the Christians.

The Adams and the Ismails in this tiny vi
ancestors once established a global empire, and later they
v Saint Thomas, one of

aries bore their

wWere con

the Tw tles. Martyrs and mission

faith along the Silk Road a

VASHAN

he way to Beijing. VWhoever
attends the religious services of the Assyrian Church of
the East todz years back in time. Holy

Y Y

sses are held in Old Aramaic, which is very close to the

v travels

In the spring, the residents
of Tel Goran used to
celebrate eda gora, "the

hig festival,” or what we

call Easter. In the winter.,
they celebrated eda sora,
"the small festival,’ or
Christmas. At these times,
one could buy Christmas
trees in the nearest town.



Back at the turn of the millennium, the men in the village

d building a new church next to their old or Whell ]Slllail alld
crosses visible from afar. his brothers land in
Frankfurt, many of
those who had spent

y Christry (
e midnight. After the Mass,

a bc

bat across the river to its WBEkS Wl‘itillg petitiﬂlls

- are waiting for them.

.- Basem Adam, Ismail's
former neighbor, stays in
Saarlouis. "Everyone was
equal in the village," he
says. 'That's over.

Back then, major political affairs see
' : ther planet. The «
yreraits hanging in

ening on an

"Everyone was equal in the
village. That's over."

When the civil war began in 2011, Tel Goran initially lay
far from the major fighting. But idylls are deceptive in
Soon there were rs running through

s in their hands. A

lice office

the streets carrying draft n
army took Toni, Ismail's oldest son, a
battle ind Damascus. Toni's friend

the

instant, in the
named Karlslundsgatan, in a hig

is vibrating.

son, had to jo
Basem has a

in Februanr

appeals and draftin

1hostaze — Basem? My dear! How are you?

— Good mom. But turn vour phone's camera on.
¥ p

In Saarland, polificians speak about &

— Oh, yeah. How are you?

gest cesture that makes distinctions
fact that Ismail suffered more unde
ion and turns into a prix
v on foot, a pledge of «
. For the time b

e their wives and children

Seirut or remote refugee camps. “Yeah

— You just asked that. How's Sweden?

~I've filled out a lot of forms. Now I'm waiting,.

- Yeah?

behind, whether in Syria,

- Good.
- Yeah.



On the 13th floor, a woman
is silent!]\/ looking out

the window as if trying

to decipher a stranﬁe
painting showing children
with colorful caps and ice-
hockey sticks waiting at a
bus stop.

There is so much to talk about, but excitement robs
Suheila of words. She cradles the tele vith

hands, like a cup of tea. There's
nd son. They are twc (
D kilometers. They take audible b
t the weather ¢

an aw

ge in inquiries ab
and they might also feel bothere

listen in on their conversation.

After two long minutes, the mother
asks: "When will we see each other

again?"

— I don't know, mom,- the son responds.

—TI'll have to see.

reden (j Jays
ago. This is what she vho i
siting tto

and listening to her

So why Sweden?

Suheila says a few sentences, softly.

— She didn't want to be a burden on her

children,- the translator says.

Suheila kneads her handkerchief.
— A mother's thoughtfulness, the

translator whispers.
Suhella had a routine at the sowing machine in Tel Goran,
ike a worker at a co er belt. But who can say they have

a routine as a refu uheila knew she wouldn't make

rica. And Basem in Germany? He told her about
en >d up a-5,125 fo

now Basem keeps on peeling pot

Beirut. Which mother wouldn't fee

Suheila followec

arrangement in which

of her d (
ach her children, time

you add up all t
I children on thre
kilometers. Tel (

he distances between Suheila anc




The interpreter says that Suheila finds it hard to bear that
two fem rters are
ﬁ’or*w col

umm“wg? from life to life in her family,
;s if it were something easy to

try to country, as

Vs

orced; and Bas
. It her, the ‘
Sweden. J e has also become a stranger to herself, so
dent on a few calls from her children, as they once
were on her bedfime stories. In retrospect, one can see the
oming, like a storm. At the time, w '
-ctive, from whict

Mnost Assyrians didn't that a limited
uprising would turn Mm a war, a war that would also make
W way \mt( ) their villages. As Hw residents remember |

as 2013 when the first armed men came through Tel

Goran, re s with the Free Syri first, and then
men who were fighting not only against Assad, but also

or Allah, and who called th usra. All of a
sudden, roadblocks were @v’f*rv\x\’we Bearded men asked:
"Where are you he ad\d/A ou a soldier of Assad? Do
you believa in Allah?" The sons of Tel Goran fighting the
war somewhere else no longer dared to come home while
on leave from the fror \t heir fathers removed the rosaries
from the rearview mirrors of their cars. Their mothers put
on headscarves.

an HHTW’ at

mselves Al-N

Tel Goran's idyllic location on a fertile plain had become a
trap. The Islamic State deployed in the mountains to the
south, discernable in the haze on the horizon. To the north,
on the other side of the Khabur River, Kurdish militias were
fighting for control.

Digital memories of Tel Goran saved on the
former residents. They show an unscathed world: tradition;
community; a peaceful, rural existence. Samer Kefarkis, the
deacon, is on m rg*ht his pagents in the middle. His fathe
suffers from Alzheime

cellphones of

[he A%yﬂam did everything they could to preserve
their neutrality. For a long time, they tried to appease
both sides. There were talks with Kurdish commanders;
hasty telephone calls, risky drives into the mountains
to the IS commanders. There, they sometimes saw old
acquaintances, such as a cousin of the four Muslims. And
they thought: So, hcc one of them, too. Above them,
American jet fighters droned; beneath them, the earth
shook from the impacts of the bombs. And there, in
the middle, they stood, a few.unarmed Christians, and
annoureed.they'd be happy to pay protection money.

Their ancestors had
already used these survival
strategies. Whenever they
felt helpless, instead of
fighting back, they would
turn first the right and

then the left cheek and buy
their safety.

There's a
a lot whenever times are
certain non-Muslims.

-, which a\\/\/avsé
a"(im\" jizya, the head tax on

Assyrians in Chicago sit around on their smartphones, these
nterfaces between Web and reality

For a few months, those on the Khabur dreamt about
being sormething like a Switzerland surrounded by chaos.
Bur then, on a dreary day in January 2015, Kurdish
fighters came into the A%sw\am villages --"and fired on
e IS positions from them. For the Islamic State, it must
ka\/ looked like the Assyrians had decided whose side to
the carefully woven web of alliances

take. Within hourx
collapsed. No one from IS answered the phaone anymore.

At this point, 60 people were still living in Tel Goran. The
othér. 100 had abandoned the village: the sick, who could
no longer be helped because all the doctors' offices were
closed; young men, who didn't want to wait ntil the war
came to snatch them away; engineers, who'd ost their jobs
without being fired

The remaining 60 gathered in front of the church and made
a decision: They wou\d take all the women and children
to-the Kurds. All of the men brave enough to do so would
defend the village against IS. The aged Mersa Mersa, who
Was sa\d to have been born in 1920 proclaimed that he
would not yield. Ismail‘lsmail dug out his rusty humﬁ'wg rifle.
Miryana, a 6-year-old, refused to leave her father, Abdo,
pehind. In addition to her, 20 e\der\v people.remained in Tel

Goran. Twenty stubborn people and a little girl, the village's
final centingent.

One last religious service? Didn
already taken off

't happen. The priest had



The United States:
The Praying

len thousand kilometers and eight time zones away from
the war, it's very easy to call for peace. K;eswg your own
hands and embracing the hands of your neighbor, who in
h m kisses his own hand and embraces TM hands of his
", this is_how the desire for peace migrates from
person to per’som. like a beneficial virus. It goes through a

supposed Lo \o\/k smart ”/hhm SRE @umt
Alaha. Outside, it snowed all night,.the first storm of th\<

an Assyrian is

winter. Now, at 9 o'clock on Sun ﬂay morning,the sky is cold
and blue, and every walkway is icy. But people are backed
up at the entrance, and more a U more are pushing their
way in, into Saint Awdmw Church, 901 North
Avenue, G suburbof Chicago.

Milwaukee

Glenview, 3

Two women in a choir loft are starting to singsThe song
floods the hall from behind, a dark, plaintive hymn, which
the corgfegahon picks up and strengthens. Voices of
Assyrians from countless villagés and umpteen countries
are.melding with s from Tel Goran

three, fou M“ Six voices
There, sitfing in the last row of pews, is Ramyia Adam, a
Walmart employee, sister /)f tﬁk m, the potato pr el
daughter of Suheila, the woman living in Sweden. Next to
ner sits her 5-year-old ddugmer who has been aHO\A/ed to
put on lipstick to mark the occasion.

rahim Mersa, the
plumbing

There, standing at the entrance, is Eb
former farmer 1ow head of a small
business in Chicago.-On Saturdays, he is a host at the radio
station WCGO 1590 AM, arinouncing weddings and going
over how things are progressing on the front.

Sitfing in the third row are two brothers; diagonally behind
them is a man who rents cars at the airport. Yet more
names for our satellite image.

Who IS 1

The Mass is temu celebrated by the most-supreme of all
the faithful: Gewargis 111, patriarch of the Assyrian Church of
the East, wha has flown in from northern Irag. In his black
vestment; surrounded by incense, he turns his back to the
hall. He only attends to the altar, which is oriented toward
the east. The Redeemer is supposed to return from this
d\rechom.

Gewargis Il recites the Our Father: "Bshema d, Baba

o Brona o Ruokha d Kudsha .. opean, one is
lost in this Mass, with its undulating hymw\ and ancient
incantations. But two words have made it through the
millennia to today: amer-and hallelujan.

/—\) a E

A patriarch in a suburhb of
Chicago. A religious service
in a new building next to
Glenview's Best Car Wash.

wurch of the East that reveals its splendor in the

M 1/.” st of the United States. Singing and praying in the
pews are the survivors of a migration that has already
been going on for a century. Like the Kurds and the Yazidis,
the Assyrians are a people without a state. The great
grandparents of the residents of Tel Goran once lived in a
rmountainous province of what \'% now \ur’kw in a region
where even the valleys are 1,700 meters up. Then came
World War |;-then came the co \Sme f\f the old multiethnic
@mm'f”:. lhe genocide of the-Armenians, much discussed

hese days. The genocide of the Assyrians, long forgotten.

Most of the survivers fled to Irag; some of them made
ttf\ the United States. That was the first expulsion from
Paradise.

[he next massacre, the second expulsion, was in Irag in
1933. In the world's capitals, diplomats bent over maps

of the world. France "vru"\pf](ﬁ(*d a settlement in Timbuktu,
England offered British Guiana, Brazil the bank of the RA-0
ParanAi. In the end, it was the Khabur in M\'a he Ismails
and the Adams founded their Tel Goran and believed it
would last forever.

loday, during the third expulsion, more tham half of all the
5 millien Assyrians live outside the Middle East for the
fiest time. After every war and every crisis, a-few more
have vanished, boarded ships or planes, followed brothers
fathers, cousins. Their flight has taken place-according to
the law of gravitation; the largest mass exerts the stromgest
pull.That's how Chicago has come to be the global capital
of the Assyrians.
[he community has about 100,000 members. It has
Assyrian churches, Assymam schools, an Assyrian American
€hamber of Commerce, Assyrian charitable oroamzaﬁms,

the Assyrian National Council of lllinais, an Assyrian news

agency.
Chicago is their Rome. No. Chicago was their Rome, as the

aw of gravitation Mu peen suspended. Since the beginning
of the civil war, the United States has only

> allowed 2,234
refugees from Syria into the country -- or as many as

sometimes arrive in the scUtheastern German W of
Passau in a single day. Assyrians intent on getting into the

US really only have one last way to do so: They hf;\/c to
marry someone with an Amertican passport. Whether this-is
do ne out of loveroras a last resort often remains unspoken.
sometimes there will be hasty weddings, sometimes quick
dwom’*s_ 'he path into the diaspora can also lead into
spurious wedding beds.



Fa

oK, they

on unfamiliar wa

k pants and two heavy jackets. He

: on his b /earing wc
Saarlouis, who is online friends with 2 ten reached for his hunting rifle and hurried outside.

. He didn't get very far.
B He wanted to make it to

es of defiled the church, but he was
. promptly halted by three
men with Kalashnikovs.
Beards, long hair, Arabic
with an unfamiliar accent.

Maybe Tunisians, Ismail thought. Hersho barked. The
forei ot him dead. In the villag

The more the war
escalates, the bigger the
dilemma gets. For the
Assyrians in Chieago, it's orly be calmed down with the lie t

German.” a. the 6-vear-olc

order: C

like being vacationers on
an island in the Pacific
who find out about an
awflul accident back
home.

"With the next expulsion,
we'll have to go to the
moon."



SR P

the
op in which e
"'>r' ?de of the more than 200 hostage:
Hf’—' ges. ”’\’hf"w the letter w

nande

)] KM:M Ir )d\\/t)w\
ra mge oumts former ne

Australia:
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100, 200, 300,400 ... two hands sort brightly
colored banknotes on a flat coffee table almost

as quickly as a bird flaps its wings ...
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denominations get smaller ..
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Then, all of a sudden,
this deep "Hello?"

Speaking on the other end of the line is Samer Kefarkis, who
used to t e the superstar of the cer matches. But,

more than anything, he was Tel Goran's deacon, t
istant. He says he kept his old number so he co
former life every.now-and then. He lives in

village soc

news about his
Australia now

'he Assyrians in America might feel lost like vacationers on
a remote island, but 35-year-old Samer Kefarkis-has actually
ended up on one. His orar‘r‘mﬂ“er was born when there
still an Ottoman Empire, his father in Irag, he himself ir
Now he works in construction in Australia.-KHe is counting h\\
pay in an apartment block on Horsley Drive in Fairfield, where
the cosmopolitan city of s off mto a suburb.
Instead of snow, like in.C >, the wind is rolling summer
thunderstorms over the cour trv

Was

el

"You can't get farther away than this" Samer says. "With the
next expulsion, we'll have to go to the moon."

In Tel Goran, r lived in a-house in the middle of the
village, w % % st have generally corresponded-with his
importance. As J~ con, he safeguarded the key-ta the
church, bought incense and candles, assisted the priest
during religious ceremonies, k@pt the registers of harh\m
and deaths. During the week, he worked as an anesthetist
at a hospital in a nearhy city; in H"‘C“ village, he con hrtf\f the
children with Band-Aids. Then the IS came to Tel
Goran, still as visitors, with their wounded and forced him at
gunpoint to treat their injuries.

e

o
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In the summer of 2014, Samer left Tel Goran. On.a July

morning, he transmitted a request to the Kurds north of the

Khabur.to not shoot if a light-blue Hyundai should rumble

through a ford in the riverbed. He kissed the wall ofthis

, got into the car and crossed the river i "w the Kurds

of fire. Following in a second vehicle were his.brother N J\SS n

with his wife, daughter and son. Samer's mother cried |
ckseat of the car he was driving. \;\mng next to her

was his father, who was ill with Alzheimer's a

nothing of w mL was happening.

In Beirt

ut, Samer applied fora spot ir g
Austr’aha hac =t ar\,a,czpt aftr:ﬁf neg 'haﬁoms with the
United Nations. His older brother, George, had emigrated
there 16 years earlier, and Samer was the first member of the
family to follow him.there. Now he works on construction
sites and, every Sunday, he has his brother drive him to a
faraway Assyrian ¢ wmh. where he jockeys with five other
deacons who have fled other Assyrian villages for a place at
ar nextto the priest. An image that reveals all the ra
d all the rivalryin a diaspora.

Questmns about the depth
of each individual's fait
seep like poison.




The war, which initially
divided Christians and
Muslims, has also been
driving a wedge between
individual parties to the
conflict for some time.

Questions about former associations, wmwm about
steadfastness, about the depth of each individual's
faith, seep like poison. On Horsley Drive in Fairfield,
too. There, Samer sleeps-on the goueh in his brother's
a pdrt ment-and can't understand how his 15-year
old niect die wou\( u' fer to spend her Sundays
earni "wg pocket money in a supermar k% instead of
coming to church with*him. That she wants to watch
Friends on MLW sion whenever he's watching the news
from S = hangs out with girls from Turkish
families. With ‘\/ uslims.

Clodia was born in Australia, goes to high school, takes
karate classes and wants to-study art. Now there is
Samer, whose “eep voice is too over ;’)o\/v@”mg for

this living room to C bdu s ears. Sitting there now are
two people who weeks aga only knew each other
from photographs, who are hvmg debates that are
superficially about the TV remote control, but-are
beneath it all about the future. About the footing

that religion can provide. Abott the hatred that it can
engender. About the loss that arises from'assimilation.
And about the freedom that one can gain from
conforming.

Samer-sees a person who disdains much of what he
risked his life for.

Clodia sees a person who has been made into a
fundamentalist by fundamentalists, who is tharkful for
each rocket that Russian jets fire on rebels, who believes
that Arabs are incapable of living in a democracy and
need a dictator. And who predicts that Germany will
"sink into civil warin 20 years" because of the millions of
Muslims there.

™

Clodia's silence is pregnant. Her uncle must seem like a
nare Of H e pas L to her from a world she o"w\\/

wd whenever Samer sees his
future.

Different values," he says.

On (‘a\/: like these, he takes the money he has earned,
1,000 Australian doffars, leaves the apartment, hurries
down Horsley Drive, g into a shopping center where,
between Woolworths, Best & Less and Ivan's Cafe &
Grill, he has to look for the small branch of \/\"\>Lem
Union (mm \,vhid" he transfers money to Lebanc
that his parents and his brother Nissan can rUH % im
into precisely the future that is so foreign to mm.

A

Lebanon:
Those Left Behind

Nissan Kefarkis doesn't have to look for the Ve
Union branch, as it's one of the last fixed points i
Up Al- de a Street, pa llphone store <cq, n

Touch" and H Internet O "Connect," he makes his
way through Middle Eastern bustle, past craftsmen, taxi

nd street vendors.

Th at Western Union, Nissa
Austr D\H converted into Le rm Inds. He has the

out body as his brother Sa the deacon, I)w t
s more weathered. His t w*se dm stubble isn't a
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grown pu\.«/(\,ﬁu‘ On rare occasions, the father stands up,
shuffles through the living room and studies the floor
tiles. He recognizes something in their black-

and-white pattern: "We need to plant trees,
s It's time!" Then he tries to dig plant holes in the
files. Wiry hands

invisible shovel. Last
memories of the dark dampness of the soil of Tel Goran.

to sow the

N whispers M\H gently

ather, we'll plant soon,'
> air. Then he ¢ Ut
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“The Assyrians of
Syria: History and
Prospects”

This article will explore the situation
of Assyrians in Syria.

Origins of Assyrians in Syria el
5], a variant.of the term for

here was a strong ancient Assyrian presenee across Asoraya. The term ‘Athoroyo/
Syria, and the most significant historical churches te which

Assyrians belong today >cially the Syriac Orthodox

Church [1],, but also

ssyrian Church of the East [2 The major modern Assyrian presence in Syria dates back to
1 Catholic Church [3] et da 1e aftermath of the Assyrian Genocide (1914 -23). This
"mpires that ruled as a Genocide distinct t6 that of the Armenians, although

=p ethnic origin of

Turkish nationalists and their Kurdish

both peoples in the same period

n Christians (and all Syrians) is comprised of pre-Arab

vrian, these contemporary communities

including A

rid the emergent Republic o

! :‘\H.M d SR E Sl T I ‘,‘(: Turkey of its Christian populations. A portion of the.fleeing
1at will form the focus of this A

Armenian population also settled in Syria.

ian stronghc

Abdin, and elsewhere, ¢
vhere they established the city of (
Beth Zalin, ‘the house

such as those in Qabre Hewore (£

> retaining usage of ‘
ORISES

a franca of the Syriac chu




Eastern Assarrians took
a more winding route to
Syria.

Having fled massacres in their ancestral territories in
south-east Turkey, mainly in the Hakkari region, they
became dispersed across the region. A decade of itinerant
uncertainty regarding their fate ended with the Simele
Massacre of 1933 - the foundational event of the nascent
state of Irag - after which thousands of remaining Assyrians
fled into Jazira and founded villages along the Khabur river. . W N

The Khabur villages remained a kind of living museum of G A azur dhads Clobrd adiae
Hakkari life. The villages were settled by tribe, and their X p}: 10,_‘,3 S I ST SRR R L
names continue to colloquially bare the titles of the Assyrian g \4“"9""""'"‘ of the Khabur Reglon

; : ; . s : : asakah Pravince, S
tribes that inhabit them in parallel to their official Arab fitles. 3 e

Assyrians continued

to call these settlements
“camps” even alter they
were developed into
villages. The recent
deracination of Khabur has
tragically shown that they
were prudent to earry a
sense of their transience in
their own mouths.

Both western apd eastern Assyrian populations retain
cultural traits — ineluding festivals, dances, and'other folk
phenomena — distinct to them.

With the establishment of the Syrian state, some Assyrians
also maved to Aleppo-(which also hosted-some Assyrians
fleeing the genocide) and Damascus, as well as more
obscure areas such as al-Thawrah.

Assyrians under

the Assad regime

One has to first submit questions regarding the Assyrian
relationship with the Syrian Government and Assad regime
into the general understanding that, in times of peace -
even enforced by tyranny - most people are not motivated
by political ideology or agenda, but rather respond to their
economic, familial, and communal needs. Assyrians in Syria
were No exception. It is necessary to assert this platitude
since many reports have depicted Assyrians as ‘pro-regime),
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tapping into political fault-lines that are observed by
analysts more than ordinary people.

Many Assyrians do not perceive the Ba'ath party or

the Assad family as synonymaous with the Syrian state,
despite the stranglehold over political affairs in Syria that
the regime possessed until the uprising and subsequent
events. This reflected a fundamental attachment to the
unitary Syrian state and its institutions which transcended
their occupancy by the Ba'ath party and the Assad
family. (However, the regime was certainly perceived [/]
as a safeguard against the two fundamental fears that
Assyrians possess: Islamism and Kurdish nationalism.)

This ethos could be described as characteristic of
Assyrian populations in all the modern states in which
they have resided. The broad tendency of Arab Christian
political involvement, whether with the Ba'ath, SSNP,
PLO or otherwise, has been ‘greaterist, whereas Assyrian
nationalism is essentially autonomist or separatist in

its orientation. However, the armed Assyrian struggle
ended with the Assyrian Genocide, the Simele massacre
(1933), and only resumed in a lower level form in the
resistance to Saddam, entering another decline in the
early 90s. In the absence of a viable plan for Assyrian
separatism, Assyrian social and palitical organisation has
focused on maintaining the Assyrian presence and, at
their most radical political margin (and at considerable
cost) reforming the Iragi and Syrian states, both in general
terms and with a specific view to the Assyrian ethnicity
and the place of Assyrians in the state. [8]



ste syrians, the party sough
democratic reform of the Syrian state as well as to
snition of the Assyrian identity and a more

ningful place for the country.

re re

ADO members who sp

the \\a er of the political hr’a" "% of
o5 arrested on [December 190h, 2013, and
§ 1. In the fina

will discuss the current p

Gabriel Mous h

ime detentior

vrian Democratic Party, ¢
ADO, was
In Th@ 199

,;J from the n19/8 by

Adam Homeh.

mi \\t supporting
/rian parliament that we

as also over

nment. It w

the only ‘true’ Assyrians, and
n of the dominance of the ADO by

n the mid 19
in the final s

er detall

The As
and the Syrian state

syrian identity

of recognised by’ the S
his, the celebre
ran new year — went a?'wead larg

The Assyrian identity is n

ernment.[?] Despite t n of Akitu

- the ancien

nt held in private,
of Akitu into
This process was accelerated
dening of the party after the

DaNSsIon

the public sphere.

the emtk

“lebration is to h vedding here

accompanies the festi

Assyrian cultural and
linguistic malters in Syria

An hour of instructic
permitted by ,k

1 a week in the Assyrian lar

>rnment, but only in

Was

ct of Khabur.

Ori

i€ ri irch of £ rs tf
2\ ‘ e f 101 () |
UTO \ature of the rcn
n plonin ESE 1) \ i [sof
nsmission of 1¢ ( [ E ea fan
| | H <
| f I ) ) ( [
na ¢ 12 I1a };“\‘ mea
[ \i\\ HE: 1Cl ‘3 )
2 | + -
I LG | NI
| I | OK¢ I
AL
ri I [ *Ara na
I | = ciSC il
laiming that the populati of thest
1al tl IIf, and that a th
; |
If I AL ) ! an )
LI oOgma [ 11‘\\ |
( 1Sion | reb [ \
|
) PRiE A [ I NN M I
ddr SR nel of &
Il th \\‘(i OfUI
[ L& 1‘ ellbl=1C] e |
[ and n ¥ e-only 111 erng
n of the"A 1am S |
N I ck lINsorar as thelr decla
| |
i Y (= )y trout 'l
us | ‘ th e unity-of
‘ ette n (and ! the ntt
efly distribut he late ! rl It
nce | N part NN I
v e o L - - |
Il [ ! P sl Tw4 22N R 1dam
N, a nemesi a the Syria ment
| that, magazines by th jal |

gins of locally derived

Assyrian seeurily in Syria

Th
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There were always
discussions among the
Assyrians of Hassakah as
to whether stockpiling
arms was a good idea.

A consensus was never
reached thatit was.

ther hand, h
) states since be

;H(Hf ption 0

The security situation in
Khabur and the future of
the Khabur villages

On February 23rd, ia the early hours of the'morning
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ich bythen had dwindled to
Sp-thex
5, mainly from

d Hassakah

niran, Te \
Jentire \L%\"H\M‘f,. ]
; as released Hu;* othe 3 captives, mainly elderly
and infirm individuals, in batches across several months

of maintaining in captiv
ere executed on tf

s blame the
Incil), an Assyrian militia alliec
1S through their position of ©

) — 3 step that Khabur
;”ww‘w m. Ther

s. They also

protection along
frontier of the control ¢

co-existence’ with
including taklng
soldiers,

15|
down crosscs
emboldened by
and public

Khabur, alo ,,,f:\f\ ther be

kidnapping of ISIS mllltant;.

is something in the psychology
in the midst of

e contribution of Assy
ition — let alone in implici

> regime

of betraye
ee put it to me
ut the tyranny of




The Khabur villages are
now free of ISIS, yet exist
in a state of ruination and
are still heavilv mined and
booby-trapped.

- ISIS, as well as the YPG and
k- the MIFS, have extensively
g : looted the Khabur villages.

Assassination
of David Jindo

1y, April 21st, David J
of the Khabur

1ssailants fled the scene
of Jumayla, Elias N
he was picked up by sponsible for the attac

rsin the

in Qamishli.

Over the coming days,
two pro-ISIS Twitter
feeds claimed the attack.

0 a PYD supporter who perceive

ne at work, dividing /£

their nationality,” he wrote. “The YPG
e he seemed like a man of his word.

at the PKK sacrificed a lot for

hospital in Qamishli, Elias was unable to
) bullet wounds in his face and chest. But
>Nt to visit him, he wrote down information

ing his certainty that his assailants were members
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This is clearly part of an
altempt by the pro-PYD
MFS t0 try to encompass

the concerns of the entire
Assyrian community.
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The future of
Assyrians in Syria
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Hundreds of thousands
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Religious Minorities
React tolslamie

State Genocide Declaration

Representatives from
the religious minority
community in the Middle
East strongly support the
Obama administration’s

decision to finally concede
that the Islamiec State
(ISIS/ISIL) is committing
genocide against their
people.

Breitbart News spoke with two Christians, two Yezidis, and

a Shiite Turkmen about the recent declaratlon by the u.s. Fl’. Bell()ka addEd that
Staf.e Department’ m.ﬂ e cities committed by \ he hopes t0 “See flll‘thel'

against members of their con \HMI, nstitutes genocide

and humanity crimes. actions following this
“The Turkmen Rescue Foundatlon (TRF) nds 5N de(ﬂaratlﬂn”

1r,>ii,1;\'ix,~ ith the Assyrian Christia
considers this declaration an important step to relieve the « The liberation of Irag's Nineveh Plain.

‘«JW’?"”‘EZ or ?‘H appressed communities in Iragq and Syria,’ » Securing peace in that area by an international force (not
Dr. Ali Akram Al Bayati, a Shiite Turkmen and TRF chief, told Arabs or M

uslims)

\1%"?.« ,uJ:\’\ u'\ also su ;\'3(1\ a \’wiwahuu | from the « Ensuring that the "‘%W and human dignity of the
S tions for ME PUrpost ‘ o religious minorities (especially Christians and Yezidis) are
He note % ot the TRF appreciates Kerry's determination. . o -

cemented in the Iragi and Syrian constitutions.

Fr. Behnam Benoka, a Syriac Catholic priest from Iraq,

velcomed the Obama administration's genocide declaration _ _ _ . P
c00d news Omar Haider and Khalid Sulaiman Haider, two Yezidi
activists originally from the Iragi border town of Sinjar who
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