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—-—-——-_-—-@Ma.n_-de.semed 2 chance for pa

roie after 16 years in prison part‘ai-
ly because he lacked a criminal

A}UW‘VGIG fOf ll'fe -—u-uhackgmund, The judge also said he
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“A man w!'") nid he

years o lfe in stare prisun for
bludgecning a gay drifier to death
more than two years ago in Laguna
1L.ds. e

Charles Edward Burke, howev-
er, escuped o tougher sentence Tor
the first-degree murder conviclion
when Superior Court Judge Danzld
McCartin struck down a jury ree-

“ommendation that he get life with-

out parvle.

7" McCarvin said Burke, 23, of Cos- - -

believed that the hug. 11, 1985,

slaying of Gregory  Mark

---McGowan, 30, was a spur-of-the-

moment action by Burke™
McCartin's sentence drew im-
mediate criticism from Angela

- = —MeG the
!cd Mf-ur —~McGowan, dezd man's mother.

sei1ule WO sentenerd .F riday w26

She !'ﬁpenﬂ': ber fest in mur:
and cried, BEree i ever hed
child mardered? [ con't Bve with
It icen't sleep nights. A { can see
is my son Jying in s field, wonder
ing if he sulferad. 5o don't (wlf me
youraow how Heel, Don'tanyhody
ever lell me they know how 1 foei.”

Mcilmwan then sgid she no long-
¢r ceuld liaten 1o Mclartin and
rushed vt of tle cwurtroem in
wars, Fulinwing her were other
family membrs, who snid they did
© = Fleces voo BURKEST

1 BURKE: Judge stru
~jury's recomime:

FFiOM' 1
not want to listen 1o McCartn ¢é
ther.
“1 think the whele thing stinks,
Does my son corae back to life af-
ter 16 years?" said McGowan, wh
“Tives in Romeland in Riverside

= Conpty: Y1 think 1 cJtzdw iakinsed .,

ageinst homwaeugls. "
" Mearwhile, Burka's relatives sat
_.without smetion on the mher sige
iriroume a8 MeCar
cred the Jury's sentencing recom-
mendation. The judge said it was

b vyt e hehad doi s i g

vesrs.
McCartin contended thot Jurnss
gid ant realize the graovdy of their
recommeniation for a lifc term
without the possindioy of poroin,
Brstetelaw, Borke must seive 2
minimam of 16 years .
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dation swas “lair and guisy.'” Ked-
ey edded that his clisnt “has ex-
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reme remorse gver w"xat Imﬂ-
r.:'"'ﬁi! 2

Depuiy Bisirict Adcrmey EJWa-
noz, ihe prosecutar, said McCartin
“shat from the hip”’ when hie over-

- uivd-the jurte decisan.

Jururs clibereted e thay tre
heurs in November belore finding
Burke guilty of first«legree mur-

gy, nilempiod-robbery and. mur

¢ duting the commnssion- of an -
sitempted robbery. R
Prlice gaid Burke w.mn,ﬁse.d o
the murder efter his arrest mare’
seovery ol
bedy tn Laguus Eils, ¢
e dola in '11’aw(3r‘. i o tape-re- |
oonded fute w, “I'm et preju-
ﬁ"if_?.‘ii, but 1 -hute aayst
Burke gaid he knew  that
McGowan was 2 homosesual whoen
resiairanf
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