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President’s Message... 

It is time to renew your dues for 2026.  Mail your check    

to the post office box by December 31, 2025.  Please find 

the Renewal Application on page 3.  If you have attended 

our events or you have been following us in the newsletter 

or the website, you will agree we are a bunch of busy 

“birds”  In October you had the opportunity to participate in 

no less than three color tours!.  They were great!  We also 

held our annual Hines Park Drive and Cider Cruise and 

ended up in Plymouth at the Pour House for a bite to eat. 

Please mark your calendar for Saturday, November 8th.  We will be gathering at the renowned 

Gateway Motors to hold our annual planning meeting for 2026.  See the flyer on page 4 for more 

details.   

 

Special Note: As the current elected officers of the Board of Directors are serving a two year 

term, there will be no elections in 2025.  The Directors are appointed by the President and may 

be reappointed for 2026. 

Get the most out of this newsletter.  Take a moment to read every page! 

See you all soon in your Thunderbird, President Barry 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

1970 Cascade Green 

1965 Rose Beige 
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Club Events... 
 

November 8th (Sat)  2026 Planning    

Meeting. 12:00 pm. Gateway Motors, 15011 Com-
merce Dr. S, Dearborn, MI 48120.Please bring your 
ideas for events in 2026. Menu – Sloppy Joes, 
drinks and condiments to be provided by club. Bring 
a dish to pass – Appetizer, Salad, Dessert. After the 
meeting enjoy the cars at Gateway Please RSVP to 
JoAnn joannbill801@comcast.net or phone/text 
248-719-0160 by Wed. Nov 5, 2025 

 

December 7th (Sun) Annual Club Holiday 

Party. 5:00 pm at DeLucas Restaurant, 27424 
Warren Rd., Westland, MI 48185.  Dinner - $35.00 
per person – Cash Bar - Holiday Stuff the Box Auc-
tion. Mail your check to WWTC, P.O. Box 51027,        
Livonia, MI 48151 to arrive by Monday                                    
December 1, 2025. 

Meet Dr. Steve  

 ? 

Dr. Steven Legel, having grown up in     

Detroit, is a hands-on “Car Guy”.  His car 

collection includes  “55, ‘57 , and   ‘66 

Ford Thunderbirds, a 1970 Dodge       

Challenger, a 1959 Chevrolet El Camino 

Iin progress) and a 1960 Buick converti-

ble, as well as the contemporary 2002 

Ford Thunderbird and a 2008 Dodge  

Challenger SRT.  A prolific author, Steve 

has had over 250 articles published in 

both dental and automotive magazines.   

Prior to the launch of the 2002 Ford 

Thunderbird Steve contributed to the 

Mike  Lamm book, “Thunderbird: 2002” 

and the History Channel documentary, 

“American Classic Cars: Thunderbird”.   

Dr. Steven Legel has been a member of 

the Water Wonderland Thunderbird Club 

since 2004. 

Kathryn, Steve, Dr. Steve and Iris 
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Who Owned Your Car? 

Curious? Vehicle title history records are     

available by mail for $15.00, or $16 if certified. 

To request a copy of your vehicle’s record,  

complete the Record Lookup Request 

form online and return with payment made  

out to State of Michigan to the address on     

the form.  You can also email me at                

barry.burnham@me.com and  request a form 

to mail in. 

 

70th Anniversary Pin 
Celebrating the  

Thunderbird While Supplies Last! 

$10.00 each 

Order Today!  Mail check and indicate quantity to: 

  Water Wonderland Thunderbird Club 

P.O. Box 51027 

Livonia, MI 48151 
Pin size 1.25” w  ◦  Supporting our scholarship program ◦   586-703-4435 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/27lawensn/2-bdvr154.pdf?rev=c0a829576f454a518f7a92b321748176__;!!M2D_dUfSiN4E!KPmTjB5aQwwzpYD8GWQsWayUarT_qrLE9AYtoiNlVWY-7HA3nmEPXRrXYSIXtymnJ27yNdx3UDBljUVqY5mckc4D$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/27lawensn/2-bdvr154.pdf?rev=c0a829576f454a518f7a92b321748176__;!!M2D_dUfSiN4E!KPmTjB5aQwwzpYD8GWQsWayUarT_qrLE9AYtoiNlVWY-7HA3nmEPXRrXYSIXtymnJ27yNdx3UDBljUVqY5mckc4D$
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only enhances the vehicle's aesthetic appeal but also adds to its lifespan, ensuring that your classic car remains a treas-
ure for years to come. Whether you're a proud owner or considering buying a classic car, understanding   is a crucial as-
pect of main 
 
nance and car 

C
la

ss
ic

 T
h

u
n

d
er

b
ir

d
 M

a
in

te
n

a
n

ce
 T

ec
h

-T
ip

s

Th
e 

su
b

je
ct

 o
f 

th
is

 m
o

nt
h

’s
 t

ec
h

-t
ip

 is
 s

to
ri

n
g 

yo
u

r 
Th

u
n

d
er

b
ir

d
 f

o
r 

th
e 

w
in

te
r 

m
o

nt
h

s.
 L

iv
in

g 
in

 M
ic

h
ig

an
, 

w
e

al
l k

n
o

w
 w

in
te

rs
 c

an
 b

e 
h

ar
sh

. 
If

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

th
e 

lu
xu

ry
 o

f 
h

ea
te

d
 s

to
ra

ge
 f

o
r 

yo
u

r 
co

lle
ct

o
r 

ve
h

ic
le

s 
th

er
e’

s 
n

o
t 

m
u

ch
 t

o
 w

o
rr

y 
ab

o
u

t.
  

· M
ak

e 
su

re
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
fr

es
h

 f
u

el
 in

 t
h

e 
ta

n
k 

at
 le

as
t 

½
 f

u
ll,

· T
ir

es
 a

re
 p

ro
p

er
ly

 in
fl

at
ed

,
· T

h
is

 is
 a

ls
o

, a
 g

o
o

d
 t

im
e 

to
 c

h
ec

k 
yo

u
r 

b
at

te
ry

’s
 c

o
n

d
it

io
n

 a
lo

n
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

ve
h

ic
le

s 
ch

ar
gi

n
g 

sy
st

em
 u

si
n

g 
a 

V
o

lt
 

m
et

er
. 

Th
e 

at
ta

ch
ed

 p
h

o
to

s 
sh

o
w

 t
h

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
vo

lt
ag

e 
o

f 
a 

ty
p

ic
al

 le
ad

-a
ci

d
 a

u
to

m
o

ti
ve

 b
at

te
ry

 f
u

lly
 c

h
ar

ge
d

 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
ch

ar
gi

n
g 

so
u

rc
e 

d
is

co
n

n
ec

te
d

 (
en

gi
n

e 
st

o
p

p
ed

) 
an

d
, 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

en
gi

n
e 

ru
n

n
in

g 
th

e 
vo

lt
ag

e 
in

cr
ea

se
s 

in
d

ic
at

in
g 

th
e 

ch
ar

gi
n

g 
sy

st
em

 is
 r

et
u

rn
in

g 
en

er
gy

 t
o

 t
h

e 
b

at
te

ry
. 

 If
 a

ft
er

 c
h

ar
gi

n
g,

 t
h

e 
b

at
te

ry
 v

o
lt

ag
e 

st
ea

d
ily

 
d

ec
re

as
es

 b
el

o
w

 1
2.

4
-

to
-1

2.
6 

V
o

lt
s,

 t
h

is
 m

ay
 in

d
ic

at
e 

th
e 

b
at

te
ry

 c
an

’t
 s

to
re

 t
h

e 
ch

ar
ge

 a
n

d
 n

ee
d

s 
to

 b
e 

re
p

la
ce

d
.

A
 C

h
ar

ge
d

 B
a

tt
er

y 
1

2
.6

 V
 (

En
gi

n
e 

St
o

p
p

ed
)

En
gi

n
e 

R
u

n
n

in
g 

V
o

lt
ag

e 
In

cr
ea

se
s 

C
h

ar
gi

n
g 

Sy
st

em
 O

k 
   

 

· N
ex

t,
 a

lw
ay

s 
d

is
co

n
n

ec
t 

th
e 

b
at

te
ry

 g
ro

u
n

d
 p

o
st

 f
ir

st
 t

o
 p

re
ve

nt
 a

n
 a

cc
id

en
ta

l s
h

o
rt

 c
ir

cu
it

. C
o

n
n

ec
t 

a 
b

at
te

ry
 t

en
d

er
 t

o
 k

ee
p

 it
 c

h
ar

ge
d

 u
nt

il 
n

ee
d

ed
 a

ga
in

. A
vo

id
 e

xp
o

si
n

g 
th

e 
b

at
te

ry
 t

o
 e

xt
re

m
e 

co
ld

.  



7  

 

Se
n

d
 y

o
u

r 
q

u
es

ti
o

n
 t

o
 m

y 
em

ai
l a

d
d

re
ss

 a
n

d
 I

 w
ill

 p
o

st
 t

h
e 

q
u

es
ti

o
n

/a
n

sw
er

 i
n

 n
ex

t 
m

o
nt

h
’s

 n
ew

sl
et

te
r.

 A
ls

o
an

y 
su

gg
es

ti
o

n
s 

yo
u

 h
av

e 
fo

r 
fu

tu
re

 t
ec

h
-t

ip
s.

 

C
la

ss
ic

 T
h

u
n

d
er

b
ir

d
 M

a
in

te
n

a
n

ce
 T

ec
h

-T
ip

s 
C

o
n

t.

· A
d

d
 s

o
m

e 
fr

ag
ra

n
ce

 t
o

 y
o

u
r 

in
te

ri
o

r 
an

d
 t

ru
n

k 
ar

ea
s 

to
 r

ep
el

 m
ic

e 
(b

ar
 s

o
ap

 w
o

rk
s 

w
el

l)
,

· O
p

en
 d

o
o

rs
 t

o
 t

h
e 

se
co

n
d

ar
y 

ca
tc

h
 t

o
 r

el
ie

ve
 p

re
ss

u
re

 o
n

 t
h

e 
d

o
o

r 
w

ea
th

er
-s

tr
ip

p
in

g,
· I

f 
yo

u
r 

ca
r 

is
 g

o
in

g 
to

 b
e 

st
o

re
d

 f
o

r 
an

 e
xt

en
d

ed
 p

er
io

d
 (

gr
ea

te
r 

th
an

 s
ix

 m
o

nt
h

s)
, 

it
’s

 a
 g

o
o

d
 id

ea
 t

o
 a

d
d

 s
o

m
e

fu
el

 s
ta

b
ili

ze
r 

to
 t

h
e 

fu
el

 t
an

k,
· C

o
ve

r 
yo

u
r 

ca
r 

w
it

h
 a

 q
u

al
it

y 
ca

r 
co

ve
r,

· S
in

ce
 m

o
st

 e
n

gi
n

e 
w

ea
r 

o
cc

u
rs

 a
t 

st
ar

t-
u

p
, 

w
at

er
 c

o
n

d
en

si
n

g 
in

 t
h

e 
ex

h
au

st
 s

ys
te

m
, 

re
fr

ai
n

 f
ro

m
 s

ta
rt

in
g 

yo
u

r
ca

r 
in

 c
o

ld
 a

ir
 u

n
le

ss
 it

’s
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

. 
· I

f 
yo

u
 h

av
e 

so
m

e 
n

u
is

an
ce

 le
ak

s,
 p

u
t 

a 
d

ri
p

 p
an

 u
n

d
er

 t
h

e 
so

u
rc

e 
so

 y
o

u
 c

an
 id

en
ti

fy
 w

h
at

 it
 is

. I
f 

it
’s

 
tr

an
sm

is
si

o
n

 f
lu

id
, 

b
el

o
w

 is
 a

 p
ro

d
u

ct
 I

 h
ig

h
ly

 r
ec

o
m

m
en

d
 (

I’m
 a

 b
ig

 f
an

 o
f 

Lu
ca

s 
p

ro
d

u
ct

s)
!

A
d

d
 f

ra
gr

an
ce

 t
o

 t
h

e 
in

te
ri

o
r 

an
d

 t
ru

n
k



8  

 

  

  
Bird Talk 

Happy Birthday Members! 

Member to Member 

Kimberly Alger, kalger440@hotmail.com 

 
Patrick & Julia Derbin, Email: pjderbin@aol.com 
 
Dennis & Margie Grace, Email: dgrace008@comcast.net 
 
John Hartmann & Millie Guy, Email: hartmannj1954@gmail.com  
 
Paul & Marcia Slatin, Email: pslatin@yahoo.com 
 
Billy & Dorothy Tumpkin, Email: billyqtumpkin@gmail.com 

 

November 

Welcome! New Members 

1955 Ford Thunderbird Torch Red, 292 V8 with a 4 Barrel Car, 3 Speed manual Transmission  

w/ overdrive. Kelsey-Hayes chromed wire wheels.  Runs well.  Asking $25,000.00 Call Bruce 248.302.5697 

 

Car models will be published in the new directory 

4 Rick charniga 
5  Dan Mitchell 
6  Steve Deak 
7  Tina DeWitt 
12  Chris Mannino 
13  Renee Daquano 
13  Sandy LaPointe 
14  Bob DeWitt 
15  Nancy Burnham 
 

16  Marget DeFrank 
20  Donna Harvey 
22  Tom Milligan 
23  Jeff Bladow 
25  Steve Johnson 
25  Michelle Soule 
28  Lynette Gray 
28  Joyce Thomas 
30  Andrea Champagne 
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Make a Connection—Member to Member 

The story of the 1956 Thunderbird: 
 
This car was the first car purchased in 1956 by a young 20-year-old immigrant from Italy.  
While he was going to high school and later to college, he worked many parttime jobs and 
when he graduated, he had saved enough money to purchase the "first love of his life" 
the 1956 Thunderbird convertible and has been the sole owner for 58 years. 
 
As a young 20-year-old driving a sports car, he was the envy of many and unfortunately was 
challenged to race from pretty much all that he met: a race that by the way, he always won. 
 
It was during this time that he met and married the 'second love of his life' and many more 
wonderful memories were made.  One of the most precious was driving his pregnant wife to 
the hospital where his first child was born. 
 
During the many years that he worked as an engineer for Chrysler, he drove many one-of-a-
kind prototype automobiles and purchased several beautiful ones. However, the only one that 
he kept for 58 years was his beloved Ford Thunderbird. It was his dream to restore this car 
and  keep alive a piece of their family history. Email: Roger DeLuca: claradeluca@yahoo.com 

A Labor of Love 

“This car, as shown in the pictures, is available for sale by the family. Although                                  
disassembled each part was personally labeled by the owner."  
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Cruise Ends in the Pour House 
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***Not pictured but in attendance - 

Carol Kovalak and her guest Bill 
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 ATD Sponsors 

Thank You to our sponsors and especially   

  Lincoln of Troy                                                              
General Manager Michael Sabitini and                           

Catie Carnaghi for being our                                                                         

Top Sponsor 

Keith & Pam Bentley 
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Executive Board 
Barry Burnham, President 
586-703-4435 
barry.burnham@me.com 
 
Keith Bentley, Vice President 
734-812-5404 
klbentley01@yahoo.com 
 
JoAnn Rodriguez, Immediate Past 

President, ex officio 

248-719-0160 

joannbill801@comcast.net  

Nancy Burnham, Secretary 

586-747-6805 

nburnham1152@gmail.com 

Pam Bentley, Treasurer 

734-812-4781 

pcbentley21@yahoo.com 

Directors 
 

Denise Sikora, Membership Director 

313-719-1588 
56tbird@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Rick Charniga, Technical Director 

734-740-3556 

rickcharniga@gmail.com 

David Lau, Technical Director 

734-358-6071 
toomanycars@charter.net 
 
Nancy Seyfarth, Entertainment  
313-436-8327 
nancylouseyfarth@gmail.com 
 
Larry Seyfarth, Advisor 
313-436-8327 
larryseyfarth@yahoo.com 

Don’t Wait Any Longer! 

Pick an event, get your Tbird 
ready and join us! 

We Want You! 
 

Our 70th Anniversary lapel pins have    
arrived. JoAnn and I will have them      
now at all of our events.  You may get a 
reminder if you pre-ordered your pin.  

mailto:barry.burnham@me.com
mailto:joannbill801@comcast.net
mailto:toomanycars@charter.net

