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Note from the President

For many years, the Assyrian Foundation of America
has helped Assyrian students and Assyrian needy through-
out the world. Since its establishment in 1964, this great
organization has dedicated its resources and efforts to pro-
mote the Assyrian culture and education. However, I think
the time has come for the foundation to do more.

While doing all this work has vielded some great results,
(i.e. tens of students whom the foundation is helping annu-
ally in US, Canada, Eurape and other places, who are en-
gaged in Assyrian and Syriac related studies as well as
human rights and international relations) the need for tak-
ing on new and important work has become evident more
than ever, especially in the last year or so. The recent
events in the homeland have created a terrible situation
and living conditions for our Assyrian brothers and sisters.
Thousands of Assyrians have left their homes looking for
safety from the wrath of fundamentalist Islamists and
thugs.

Thousands of Assyrians are enduring a very harsh and

insecure life, hundreds of
Assyrian orphans in Iraq and
Turkey with no help from
their compatriots in US and
Europe waiting to be helped
by strangers and western
missionaries, which leads me
to wonder whether these or-
phans will remember their
Assyrian heritage once they
become adults. | think it will
be unreasonable to blame the
orphans or their saviors.

At this crucial time, the Assyrian organizations must
come together and put their differences aside for the sake
of our persecuted and displaced brothers and sisters in Bet
Nahrain, Jordan, Syria, and Turkey. We always must re-
member that if we don’t help and lobby the western gov-
ernments to help our brothers and sisters, no one will.

Gaod save the Assyrian Nation!
Iredy Tamraz

The 2007 Executive committee of the Assyrian Foundation of America
(L to R): Gilbert Adam (Membership), Sargon Hermes (Treasurer), Souha Odah (Welfare), Fredy Tamraz (President), Bernadette
Daniel (Secretary), Dr. Joel Elias (Vice President), Flora Kingsbury (Social), Dr. Robert Karoukian (Education)
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Statement of Dr. Donny George
for the

United States Commission on International Religious Freedom

I, Donny George Youkhanna, confirm that |
am a citizen of Irag, | was born in Habania,
Anbar province, in Irag, on the day of
twenty third of the month of October in the
year of nineteen hundred and fifty, | am an
Assyrian Christian, and all my ancestors
had lived in Mesopotamia, now lIrag, from
the ancient times of the Assyrians, more than five
thousands years ago, | have dedicated all my life
to work and serve my people and country with
honor and loyalty, because this is my country.

| had all my education in Irag, my higher educa-
tion in the University of Baghdad, BA, MA, and
PhD, and | am a specialist in Mesopotamian Ar-
chaeology. During Saddam Hussein's time | have
worked in the State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, from 1976 until | left the country in 2006. Be-
fore the war of 2003, we were unofficially consid-
ered second class citizens, simply because we
were Christians and Assyrians, Saddam did big
efforts to omit our identity as Christians and as
Assyrians, he started a campaign of re-writing the
history of Iraq in the way he envisioned, and he
started calling the ancient Assyrians as Arabs, no
more Assyrians, he also set up orders that new
born Christian babies should not be named Chris-
tian or Assyrian names but Arab Muslim names,
and all of us had really big troubles with that, be-
cause our names are an important part of our
identity.

Although the Assyrian Christians had the highest
percentage of educated people in Irag, we had the
lowest percentage of high positions in the govern-
ment, and of course when for the first time in the
late seventies of the last century, we had young
Assyrians demanding for our political rights, they
were captured, tortured, and then executed. After
the Americans toppled Saddam's power in April
2003, everybody started breathing the freedom
and waiting for democracy to start and everyone
as an lragi should have his rights. But the infiltra-
tion of people coming from the countries sur-
rounding Iraq made it impossible to start the real
process of improving the situation in the country,
besides fighting each other, the Sunnis and Shias,
a large campaign started against the Christians.

- .=

& 5

At home, my parents’ place in Dora, we
started hearing that the Muslim extremists
will do to the Christians exactly what they
did to the Jews in 1948, this meant com-
plete cleansing of the people from the
county, and because of that we received a
letter in an envelope together with bullet of
a Kalashnikov, the letter threatened my younger
son, Martin, and accusing him of cursing Islam
and teasing Muslim girls, and they mentioned that
they suspect that his father, my self, works with
the Americans, so he was ordered to write a letter
of apology for them, (the brigades of martyr
Zargawi}, and a fine of one thousand US dollars,
to be put in an envelope and dropped in a certain
place in Dora, otherwise, the next day he will be
kidnapped and beheaded immediately, when |
heard that | asked my elder son to get them all,
my mother, my two sisters and Martin and bring
them to our flat in another part of Baghdad, and in
the afternocn | arranged for the letter and the
money to be dropped for them, so that they will
not come after my son.

In the coming few days, | heard that the same
thing had happened to 12 Christian families in the
same area of Dora, same kind of letter and the
same kind of accusations, they all paid and left
the area, leaving everything behind, houses, prop-
erties, now Dora is completely empty of any Chris-
tian Assyrians, and almost all the churches there
had been bombed and burnt. After | had my family
all together in our flat, | arranged to send them to
Damascus, Syria, to be safe of that deadly threat.
On the other hand, in November 2003, | became
the director general of the Iragi Museums, and in
August 2005, | became the chairman of the State
Board of Antiquities and Heritage in Iraq, after
thirty years of service in all the fields of antiquities.
But the problems started when the new ministry of
tourism and antiquities was created to control the
antiquities service, literary speaking when that
ministry was controlled by the people coming from
the religious party controlled by Al-Sader, when
the ministry people started interfering in my job
and specialty, whom they knew nothing, and then
all my authorities as the chairman of the State
Board of Antiquities and Heritage were withdrawn
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by the minister himself, this meant complete para-
lyze of my duties, and finally, | was told by some
people in the same ministry that the order had
come from their party that Donny should not stay
in his position because he is a Christian, and such
an important institution should not be headed by a
Christian. When | learned all that | decided to quit
my job and to apply for retirement, when | sent my
request to the minister, in two hours | received the
answer that he had signed my request and ap-
proved it, for me this meant clearly that he was
waiting for that letter and never asked anything
about it. After one week, | managed to arrange
everything and traveled to Damascus with my wife
and my daughter, whom we were the last three of
the family to leave. In Damascus we stayed for
four months during which | was offered a chance
of a visiting professor in the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, but | still have my
mother and my two sisters in Damascus.

What had happened to me and my family in Irag is
the story of every single Assyrian Christian family
there, or some times even worst than that, they
have been kidnapped, killed, persecuted, raped, it
is an ongoing tragedy and genccide for the Assyr-

ian Christian people in Irag. And now the only
place these families can go, depending on their
abilities, is either going up to the north in Nineveh
plain, or, for those who have a better chance to
move outside the country, to Syria or Jordan.

Now why going to the "Nineveh Plain" historically
speaking, the Assyrians belong in to this Nineveh
plain, we come originally from there, in the books
of history and archaeology it is called "The Assyr-
ian Triangle", our ancient major cifies are there
Nineveh, Nimrud, Khorsabad, and even the city of
Ashur, our original towns and villages are there
too, we've come down from these towns and vil-
lages in to the major cities of Irag, Baghdad, Mo-
sul, Kirkuk, and Basrah, and it is just natural when
we feel in danger, we would go back to our original
area.

Another important historical fact is, that the Assyr-
ians are the first people that converted to Christi-
anity, in the beginning of the first century AD, by
the hands of Saint Tomas, simply because they
were civilized and educated people, so they under-
stood Christianity immediately, and now, these

{Continued on page 10)
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Boutros Rehana Boutros;

Assyrian Sculptor in Lebanon
By Wardieh Boutros

Boutros Rehana Boutros is one of the most tal-
ented Assyrian sculptors in Lebanon.

His interest in history and his pride in his Assyr-,
ian heritage are displayed in his art. '

He was born in Khabour, northern Syria, in
1947 in Tel Breej, the village where his parents
settled after they fled from Mesopotamia in 1936.
He spent his early childhood in Tel Breej. At the
age of eight he started drawing and sculpting stat-
ues using mud.

Although circumstances did not allow him to
study art formally, he pursued his interest by pro-
ducing works based on Assyrian motifs. '

His first work m wood was a Lamassu
{“Winged Bull”) which he made in 1972. In the
same year he carved two more pieces in wood
representing Gilgamesh and Ashur.

In 1974 he married and settled with his wife in
Sed-El-Boucherieh, east of Beirut. He has four
daughters and a son, all graduates from Lebanese
universities. war in Lebanon did not allow him much time for his

The responsibility of raising his children under the  art.
terrible conditions caused by the fifteen years of civil He started his woodcarving again in 1990, and until
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2000 produced some ten pieces, includ-
ing Ashurbanipal, Ashurnasirpal, Sar-
gon I, and Gilgamesh.

He has participated in many exhibi-
tions in Lebanon that were organized
by Assyrian and Maronite associations.

Besides sculpting and painting, he
has great love for the Assyrian lan-
guage which he has studied in addition
to works on Assyrian history, culture,
and art.

Poetry is another way in which he
expresses his love for his heritage. He
has written many poems, the first of
which was Beth Nahrin Saggi Bassi-
kaieth. From 1997 to 2000 he wrote
twelve poems, including:

Al Mdinate d’Beth Nahrin Shteke

Al D’lit Shrara w Kenota Gaw Alma

Al Dokhrana d'Sahdan Atoraye

Kala Motol Khoyada d Ammn,

In addition, he wrote a special poem for
Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV, while he was
visiting Lebanon in September 1998
named: A/ Teta d’'qadieshote d’Mar
Dinkha Rwi'aya Patriarka d’Eta d’
Madenkha d Atorayieh.

In addition to his own writings he
also rewrote Gantha d Eden, which
was written by Bishop Mar Odisho
d’Sowa. He started rewriting it in 1989
in the middle of the Lebanese civil war
under candle-light using an ink brush
that he made himself. It took him one
year to complete, writing for six hours-
a-day.

In addition to his art and writing, he
continues to read all kinds of books re-
lated to Assyrian art, culture, history,
and language, in Assyrian and Arabic.

All his artworks reveal his passion
for his Assyrian heritage and pride of
his Assyrian roots.
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(Continued from page 3)

people are rewarded for that by, persecuting, kid-
napping, raping, and killing. Again in the history,
the Christians being the elite people during the
Abbasid Khalifat period, around one thousand
years ago, played a vital role in being the media-
tors by presenting the European culture to the Ar-
abs and vise versa, and they have been doing the
same role during the modern history of Iraq and
again since 2003. And now what is needed from
the US Government, we need four essential steps
to keep the remaining minority in Iragq and possible
draw those who have left to return, they are:

1. Push forward funds for Internally Displaced
Persons in the north (House of Representa-
tives has passed $10 million funding, no ac-
tion yet taken by the Senate).

2. 2. Press in a sustained and determined ef-
fort the Kurdish Regional Government to
end all practices that marginalize and dis-
criminate against Christians and non-
Kurds.

3. Provide on an urgent basis, minimal infra-
structure and amenities to the Nineveh
Plains to allow the smallest minorities to
support themselves in their ancestral areas.

4. Convene the civic representatives of the
[ragi minority communities to forge a con-
sensus regarding the political status of the
Nineveh Plains territory, for example, by
forming an autonomous administrative dis-
trict as provided for in Article 125 of the

Iragi Constitution.
Dr. Donny George Yaukhanna
State University of New York at Stony Brook, NY
Former Director General of the lraqi Museums and
Former Chairman of the State Board of Antiquities and
Heritage in iraq
July 23, 2007

READING

The Church of the East: An Illustrated
History of Assyrian Christianity

(Hardcover)
by Christoph Baumer

Chestoph Baumer is one of the very few Westemers to
have visited many of the most important Assyrian sites. and
has written the only comprehensive history of the
"Nestorian" (or Apostolic Assyrian) Church. which now
fights for survival in its country of origin. Iraq. He traces its
apostolic beginnings to the present day. and discusses the
Church's theology, Christology and uniquely vigorous spiri-
wality. He analyzes the Church's turbulent relationship with
other Christian churches and 1ts dialogue with neighboring:
world religions such as: Zoroastrianism, Manichaeism, Is-
lam. Buddhism and Taoism. Richly illustrated with maps
and over 150 fuli-color photographs. the book will be essen-
tial reading for those interested in a faseinating but ne-
glected Christian community which has profoundly shaped
the history of civilization in both East and West
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By Ninwe Maraha

The Assyrian Foundation of America organizes
as one of its social activities, an annual trip o
either Reno or Lake Tahoe in northern California.
This year, 2007, the choice fell on the city of
Reno, Nevada.

The trip was planned by Flora Kingsberry

(Chairperson of the Board of directors and re-
sponsible for social events) and Beliys Yelda
(former treasurer). They had arranged with a bus
taking the members to the chosen destination.
We were totally 49 persons on the bus. The trip
was on May 20 — May 21, 2007. The driver was
very nice and made the trip even more fun! We
had great fun and enjoyed being able to meet
each other and had some time to spend some
time with other members of the Assyrian Founda-
tion of America. It was a great way to catch up
with all friends and relatives. Here are some pic-
tures of the trip. There are some other pictures
also at the website of the foundation:
www.assyrianfoundation.org

-

Our own party and social events lady: Flora Kingsberry and
in the back our coordinator of the trip: Bellys Yelda.

Same of the members of the Assyrian Foundation of America on the way back from Reno to San Francisco.
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kat: » .5) School of Beirut,

The Taraqqi School of Lebanon is an affiliate of the old  ence, etc.) is according to the official program of the
“Taw Meem Simkat” which was established in Americain  Lebanese Ministry of Culture and all the teachers are li-
1899 by Assyrian immigrants from Turkey. It was first censed in their respective specialty. The graduates con-
built in the “Masaytbeh” area in 1923, and then moved to  tinue their studies in higher schools but stay in contact
the “Khandag Al-Ghameeq” area
in 1927 when the Assyrian Asso-
ciation of America bought a 900
m’ piece of land for that purpose.
In 1973 the school was relocated to
Bourj Hammoud area, with a lar-
ger building, and was named
“Taraqqi Assyrian School”
(Taraggi Madrashto  Suryeyto.

Jf.\.i’;é.m Ji\.-.:.ﬁ) i.ofi).

Taraqqi school starts with kinder-
garten and goes up to the ninth
grade (4™ intermediate). It has 305
students, 80% are Assyrian and the
rest are from different Lebanese
populations; the Middle East
Council of Churches is in charge
of the religious curriculum. All the
materials in Assyrian language
(grammar, reading, dictation) are
by the late Assyrian linguist “Ab-
del Masih Qarabashi, and the edu-
cational programs (geography, sci-
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with TMS.

The school focuses on
Christian faith; every Sun-
day there is a special pro-
gram for teaching prayers
according to the Syriac
Orthodox Church liturgy,
in Assyrian.

Since the majority of the
students are  Assyrian,
many without much finan-
cial means, the church is
facing much difficulty op-
erating the school despite
help from Assyrians of
Sweden and some other
countries; the number of
students is  increasing
every year, which makes it
more and more difficult.
The school records show
that the number of the stu-
dents has increased by
20% in the last 5 years :

2002-2003 : 258

2003-2004 @ 270 The Taraqqi school situation was directly influenced this
2004-2005 : 271 year by the war of July/2006, because the economic situa-
2005-2006 : 290 tien in the country worsened greatly in general and the
2006-2007 : 305 parents are no longer able to pay as before. Salaries are
not encouraging because the monthly income of a hard
As to tuition, there are three levels : working father is sometimes only 300 USD.

But the school, according to traditions, is obliged to ac-
-Kindergarten : 800,000 LBP / Year (530 USD) cept every Assyrian student even if his parents can pay
-Preparatory : 950,000 to 1000,000 LBP / Year nothing, which creates great difficulty in paying for teach-
(630 to 660 USD) ers and other expenses, especially since, according to
-Intermediate : 1000,000 to 1,200,000 LBP / Year Lebanese law, the state and local stitutions

(660 to 800 USD) {municipalities, etc) are not obliged to help the schools .

To help the TMS School, please send your donation to
the following account:

T.M.8 School

Lebanese

Canadian Bank
(Elissar Branch)

Account #
212/120585/02/521/0

Ashur lfn.,w.:irus
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- North American Syriz;c Studies Symposium V: |

Syriac as a Bridge Culture

University of Toronto, June 25-27, 2007

' Conference Report:

The North American Syriac Studies
Sympostum V: Syriac as a Bridge Cul-
ture was held at the University of To-
ronto from June 25-27, 2007 in Toronto,
Ontaric Canada. The conference was
organized by the Canadian Society for
Syriac Studies (CSSS) under the direc-
tion of Professor Amir Harrak of the

——— University of Toronto’s Department of
Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations.

In attendance were a great number of esteemed scholars,
graduate students, undergraduate students, and clergy in-
cluding members of the Syrian Orthodox Church, Ma-
ronite Church and Assyrian Church of the East - whose
bishop, Mar Emmanuel, was also present.

The conference covered a wide range of material and
genre; from 1mportant personalities, including Ignatius of

i i)

ARG ]

Melitene and Jacob of Serug, to the anonymous Book of
Steps and even to such modern issues as the Assyrian-
Kurdish Relations in Kerboran, Tur Abdin durtng WWI.

The three day event culminated with church vespers and
a banquet in honour of the participants at the newly built
Assyrian Church of the East in Toronto at the Shamrukin
Banquet Hall.

The conference was a great success and was enjoyed
immensely by those in attendance.

The program can be accessed through:

http://www.utoronto.ca/nme/Syriac%20Symp%e
20Prgm%202007.pdf

and the full abstracts can be found at:
http:/www.chass.utoronto.ca/~csss/Abstracts.pdf
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Request for Assyrian Materials

By: Sargon Donabed

I have recently begun
2 projects pertaining
to the Assyrian peo-
ple and would like to
request the aid of
Assyrians who have.
materials (books, pa-
pers, pictures) related
to this work, Cur-
rently I am working
on my dissertation on
the Assyrians from 1960-
1988 in Iraq. Secondly, I am
finishing a book to-be-
published on the Assyrians and the birth of the Iraqi State.

1 would ask for any Assyrian who has photographs from
any of these periods to contact me ASAP. T would be
grateful to use any material provided if it is pertinent to
the study. I will of course reference the family or person
the documents or pictures belong to, or in cases where
people wish to remain anonymous, I will honour that re-
quest also.

A list of desired materials:

1. Pictures or documents pertaining to WWI Assyrians
especially rare black and white photos.

2. Pictures or documents pertaining to the Assyrian Lev-

ies

3. Pictures or documents pertaining to the Massacre of
Simele

4. Pictures or documents pertaining to the Anfal Cam-
paign

5. Pictures or documents of villages destroyed in 1978
{especially in the Barwari Bala Region) both pre and
post destruction

6. Pictures or documents from the entire region of North
Iraq showing villages, families, important personali-
ties, churches and monasteries.

7. Documents pertaining to the imprisonment of Assyr-
ians engaged in national or cultural work in the Mid-
dle East.

If there are people interested in helping with such docu-

ments, [ would be very grateful, and the service would be

helpful for the publication of more Assyrian related mate-

rial.

Please contact me via email at:
sargon.donabed@utoronto.ca

Thank you all for your interest in Assyrian history and culture.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

By: Wisam Naoum

DETROIT, M1, June 6, 2007/Lamassu Productions/ -- La-
massu Productions has been steadily progressing through its
Sponsorship tour throughout Nerth America, visiting various
Assyrian youth groups, community organizations, and commu-
pity leaders, as well as participating in local television and radio
interviews. In the midst of this tour, Lamassu Productions has
been working on a company website and the creation of a mail-
ing list for the movie. The mailing list is now complete.

Anyone interested will be able to join the mailing list. Simply,
visit www.assvriandoc.com and click the 7Register for the
Newsletter? Button on the home page. Fill out and submit the
required information of the pop-up browser and you will have
joined the mailing list. All submutted information will be kept
private and no third party will have access to if.

The importance of the mailing list is vital to the project’s suc-
cess, as it will provide email updates to those interested about
the movie’s progress on a regular basis, mnstead of having to
constantly visit the movie site; it will also provide audience
demographics for distribution purposes once the movie is com-
plete. Lamassu Productions asks you to please forward this
press release to those who may be interested in the project and
joining the mailing list.

Though we want to complete this movie as quickly as possible,
we are not rushing to finish. We want to create something the
Assyrian youth and future generations can attach to and be
proud of. Unity through the edueation of our history is the only
key to the future! We hope you will continue supporting our
project, and if you have any questions, comments, or concerns,
contact us.

T
please contact Lamassu Productio
info@

ssyriandoc.com

For mare information, visit us on the
weh at:

MAKE A
DONATION

http://www.assyriandoc.com

Nineveh, Volume 30, Numbers 1-2

15 2,1 swoaax . 30 sCuawm o gasa



Assyrian Aid Society of America
Central Valley Chapter
FUNDRAISER A SUCCESS IN MODESTO

More than 430 people came out in support of the Assyr-
ian Aid Society of America at it's Central Valley Chapter's
Mesopotamian Night Under the Stars fundraising event on
Saturday June 30 in Modesto, California. Hosted by AAS-
A President and KCBS Food and Wine Editor Narsai
David, the evening dinner and auctions raised $60,000 for
AAS-A humanitarian projects in Northern Iraq.

Following a cocktail hour featuring an array of authentic
Assyrian appetizers prepared by volunteers from area
churches, the Townsend Opera Players performed selec-
tions from Inanna: An Opera of Ancient Sumer, a new
work composed by John Craton. The singers' ancient As-
syrian style costumes were designed and realized by Cen-
tral Valley chapter volunteer Irene Warda.

Featured speakers were scholar Dr. Eden Naby, discuss-
mg "Assyrian Advances Through Diversity and Unity,"
and special guest Napoleon Pattoo, President of Assyrian
Aid Society-Iraq, who was launching a tour of the United
States to raise funds and heighten awareness of the plight
of the Assyrian people in Iraq.

The night ended with live and silent auctions plus a so-
licitation for donations, taking in a grand net total of
$60,000.

The AAS-A Executive Committee is currently deliberat-
ing which projects to fund with the proceeds from the Mo-
desto dinner and auction. At the top of the list are two full
medical clinics proposed for Tekefeh and Teleskopeh in
the Nineveh Plains where the need for such facilities is
critical. Each clinic would complement a pre-existing
AAS pharmacy already serving the people of those areas
and would offer standard treatments and sophisticated di-
agnostic equipment. Estimated cost for each clinic will be
approximately $20,000.

Another project under advisement is that of the infant
Kirillos Faris George in Iraq. This child was bom with an
opening in his heart requiring corrective surgery. Under
the guidance and tireless supervision of AAS-A Director
Dr. Samir Johna, AAS-A has secured a commitment from
the Loma Linda University Adventist Health Sciences
Center in Loma Linda, California fo accept the one-year-
old infant as a charitable patient. The family is currently
applying for a medical visa from U.S. authorities in Bagh-
dad and hopes to have their son in California soon. With
the hospital already providing its services pro bono, AAS-
A has already raised funds for travel to the U.S. and will
be able to provide for any other necessary expenses with a
portion of the Modesto proceeds.

| Kirillos Faris George

The Assyrian Aid Society of America is a charitable or-
ganization recognized by the State of California and the
government of the United States, dedicated to assisting
needy Assyrian people in Northem Irag and around the
world. Over the past 16 years AAS-A has raised over $4.5
million to, with its sister or-
ganization, the Assyrian Aid
Society — Irag, build schools,
staff and supply medical clin-
ics, facilitate life-saving sur-
geries, rebuild homes, irri-
gate farmlands, bring elec-
tricity to villages, and imple-
ment a host of other vital
programs and services.

San Francisco

(Nutional Office)

Narsai David, President
350 Berkeley Park Boulevard
Berkeley. CA 94707
510-527-9997

Charles Giwargis & Mona Malik in
traditional Assyrian clothes from the
Fvari region.

www.assyrianaid.org
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10 Assyrian words

Nineveh Magazine is providing this ongoing column to its readers as a vocabulary supplement
and to improve familiarity with both Assyrian dialects, Eastern (Swadya) and Western (Turoyo).

1) Food
Western: Meklo  Eastern:Mekhulta
Use in a sentence
English: This food is good!
Western: O muklo basimo-yo
Eastern: A Mekhulta Basimta-ela

2) Car
Western: Radayto Eastern: Radayta
Use in a sentence:
English: | have a car.
Western: Kit li radayto
Eastern: Eit li Radayta

3) Thanks
Western: Tawdi Eastern: Tawdi (Baseema)
Use in a sentence
English: Thanks for the Invitation
Woestern : Tawdi Li zminotho
Eastern: Baseema L'zminuta

J
4) Mountain
Woestern: Toro Eastern: Tora
Use in a sentence
English: High Mountain
Western : Toro room/eloyo
Eastern: Tora rama

5) Work
Western: Phulhono Eastern: Pilkhana
Use in a sentence
English: | had work yesterday
Western: kitwayli fulhono Athmil
Eastern: Etwali Pilkhana Timmal

6) Day

Western: Yawmo Eastern: Yuma
Use in a sentence

English: 1 have work today

Western: kitli Fulhono ad yawma
Eastern: Etli Pulkhana ad-yum

7) Night

Western: Lalyo Eastern: Lele
Use in sentence

English: You must sleep at night
Western: Klozem Damkhat b'lalyo
Eastern: Lazim damkhit b’lele

8) Stand

Western: Klay Eastern: Klee
Use in sentence

English: Stand there

Western: Klay Tamo

Eastern: Klee Tama

9) Come

Western: Tukh Eastern: Ta
Use in Sentence

English: Come here

Western: Tukh larke

Eastern: Ta lakha

10) Name

Western: Ishmo  Eastern: Shimma
Use in Senstence

English: My name is Ashur
Western: Ishmi Ashur-yo

Eastern: Shimmi Ashur eeleh
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FAMILY HISTORY

Bob (Robert Nimrud) Miner co-founded Software Devel-
opment Labs in August 1977 with Larry Ellison, and Ed
Oates. Software Development Labs later became Oracle
Corporation. If Larry Ellison was the brain behind Oracle,
Bob Miner was its heart. Bob was a co-founder and a
well-liked manager for over two decades.

Ellison and his co-founders, Bob Miner and Ed Qates, re-
alized there was tremendous business potential in the rela-
tional database model--but they may not have realized that
they would change the face of business computing forever.
From the company's founding in 1977 until 1992, Mr.
Miner led product design and development, helping to
create the world's first commercial relational database

Nineveh, Volume 30, Numbers 1-2

In 1977, Robert (Bob) Miner and his
business partner, Larry Ellison, had
started a company in the obscure world
of database software. The company was
called Oracle. It grew furiously, went
public in 1986, and became one of the
greatest success stories in the history of
technology startups. It is now the
second-largest independent software
company in the world. The only one
bigger is Microsofi.

management system.

Today Oracle (Nasdaq: ORCL) is still at the head of the
pack. Oracle technology can be found in nearly every in-
dustry around the world and in the offices of 98 of the
Fortune 100 companies. It was one of the first companies
to make its business applications available through the
intermet - today, that idea is pervasive. Oracle is the first
software company to develop and deploy 100 percent
internet-enabled enterprise software across its entire prod-
uct line: database, business applications, and application
development and decision support tools, Oracle's business
is information—how to manage it, use it, share it, protect
1t
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Oracle is the world's leading supplier of software for infor-
mation management, and the world's second largest inde-
pendent software company. Oracle is now a big company
with 13,456 employees. The company’s website is:
www.oracle.com

Bob Miner Family Background

Robert {(Bob) Nimrud Miner is an Assyrian born in the
States in 1942. His father arrived in this country from Per-
sia in 1914, He grew up in an Assyrian family in Cicero,
[llinots. He graduated in mathematics in 1963 from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. A graduate of
the University of Illinois, Mr. Miner worked for the Ap-
plied Data Research Corporation and other companies be-
fore founding Oracle. He got married to Mary Miner and
have three children: Nicola, Justine and Luke. Robert
(Bob) purchased Ouakville Ranch Vineyards in 1989 in
Napa Valley, California. Upon his death from Meso-
thelioma the ranch passed to his nephew Dave Miner who
now operates it as Miner Family Vineyards.

In 1989, when Bob and Mary Miner purchased the 350-
acre ranch, 55 acres of vineyards were planted to Char-
donnay and Bordeaux varieties — Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, and Cabernet Franc. Located on a sloping plateau
that rises to 1,400 feet above the Silverado Trail on the
East side of the Napa Valley, Oakville Ranch was one of
the appellation’s pioneering vineyards. Since then, several
other highly regarded and prestigious wineries have be-
come rneighbors, drawn to this hillside for its powerful
signature-red volcanic soils. More information can be
found at their website: www.oakvilleranchvineyards.com

The main source of fruit for Miner Family wines, ORV
was originally purchased in 1989 by Robert and Mary
Miner and now stands as a stunning 80 acre vineyard situ-
ated nearly 1000 feet above the valley floor in the eastern
hills of the famed Oakville appellation. The red, rocky
volcanic soils held within this mountainous site are ideally
situated for growing deeply focused Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Syrah and surprisingly intense
Chardonnay.

Dave’s {Bob Miner’s nephew) ancestry, tracing back nu-
merous generations, leads to the people, culture and heri-
tage of ancient Assyria. When Dave first bottled wine un-
der his family’s name he looked to the roots of this family
ancestry for inspiration. The Miner Family wine label is
based on an ancient Assyrian relief in the image of a
Winged Sun God. This symbol represents the brilliant
light of the sun, which illuminates the life of mankind
while providing energy and warmth to the grapevines. It
also represents abundance and prosperity and brought life
and health to the vines of the family’s distant ancestors. It
is the hope that Miner Family Vineyards and those who
enjoy their wines, will prosper with this good fortune for
many years to come. More information about the Miner
wines c¢an be found on their website:
WWW.IMIinerwines.com.

Mr. Miner discovered that he had cancer
in 1993, He died in his home in San Fran-
cisco in November 1994, 52 years old.
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Background

Sami Shamouel (popularly known as Sami Yako) is an

Assyrian playwright, director and actor.
He was born on Christmas day in 1948 near Kirkuk, a city
north of Baghdad. He studied acting and drama production
at the Baghdad Institute of Fine Arts, where he graduated
during the 1969/1970 academic year.

During 1971-1978, he was employed as a producer/ pre-
senter at Sawt al-Jamahir ("Voice of the Masses") radio
station in Baghdad, and worked at the various departiments
of the station including drama, current affairs, children
programmes and cultural programmes. During this period,
he was sent to Germany to do a training course in pro-
gramme production, and to Morocco, Algeria and Mauri-
tania to cover cultural, literal and artistic events. This was
also the period when he first started acting and producing
plays, both in the Arabic and Assyrian languages, and per-
forming them at the Assyrian Cultural Club in Baghdad.
The plays included adaptations of intemational works such
as ‘The Bear’, ‘The Engagement’, ‘Christ Re-crucified’,
‘The Thieves’, ‘The Twins®, ‘Joan of Arc’, ‘“The Teacher’

BWIW JTJM
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and ‘The Reluctant Doctor’,
one-act plays.

It should also be mentioned that Sami was also well
known as a singer and songwriter. He has to his credit
nearly fifteen songs that he wrote and recorded, some of
which are widely covered to this day. But other, patriotic
songs he wrote demanding a homeland for the Assyrians
and glonfying the Mesopotamian civilization, landed him
in hot water especially when he flatly refused to join to the
Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party of Saddam Hussein’s regime.
He was arrested and held in solitary confinement in a one-
meter by two-meter cell. Between 1st and 23rd November
1978 he was subjected to a horrendous catalogue of torture
including electric shocks, beatings with cables while hang-
ing upside-down and psychological torment. On his re-
lease, he fled to Kuwait where he stayed for eighteen
months. On 4th July 1980 he arrived in Britain as a politi-
cal refugee. He has become a British citizen and lives in
London with his wife, Juliet, and daughters Eva and
Lydia.

In London, he took up employment as a sub-editor of the

as well as locally-written,

v T
Excerpts from www.nirariarts.org
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Arabic weekly
magazine ‘Ad-
Dastour’. A year
later he joined the
Saudi Research
¢ and Marketing
s Company, where
i he 1s presently the
head of language
monitoring and
editing department,
which ensures ac-
curate Arabic lan-
guage is used in all
company publica-
| tions, including the
daily  newspaper
| ‘Al-Sharq Al-
| Awsat’ (The Mid-
| dle East) and the
weekly magazines
‘Sayyidati®  {(My

. = = Lady), ‘Al-
Majallah” (The Magazine), ‘Hiya’ (She), “‘Al-Rajul’ (The
Man) and ‘Al-Jamilah’ (The Beautiful One).

In response to an increasing request by the Assyrian
community in United Kingdom generally and in London
particularly, Sami Yako commenced his voluntary drama
activities in 1981 and successfully presented his first play
in London. The comedy called *We and You’ was per-
formed together with a group of talented Assyrian men
and women, over four days at the Assyrian House in south
Ealing. The income generated was donated to the Assyrian
House and Assyrian Church of the East, to assist them in
the refurbishment and maintenance of the Assyrian House
which at the time was also temporarily used as a church to
celebrate Sunday mass. Two years later another comedy
by the name of “Wedding Night’ was presented, followed
by ‘Strangers in London” in 1984. ‘Yonan Enwiya’ (Jonah
and the Whale) was performed in 1986. This was a dark
comedy of purely political character. The play was also
performed in Stockholm, Sodertalje and Khevde in Swe-
den, where a large Assyrian community of Iraqi, Turkish,
Syrian and Iranian origin live.

In 1987, the Assyrian community of Australia tnvited
Sami Yako to perform in Sydney. He responded by pro-
ducing and acting in two, single-act plays, in which he
made use of a number of local Assyrian actors.

In 1991, the artist presented ‘A Kingdom without a King’
followed by ‘Esho Dadesho’ in 1992, This play was closer
to a television programme in its format (a quiz show be-
tween two families). In 1994, another comedy,
“Youkheena,” was staged. In addition to acting, Sami
Yako writes, directs and produces all of his plays. This is
mainly due to the lack of Assyrian play writers. The artist

also finds that scripts adopted from other languages do not
closely fulfil his aspirations, nor convey his thoughts as a
director.

In 1994, the artist’s drama group became a semi-official
entity under the name of Nirari Arts. Following
“Youkheena’, no other work was produced owing to
mainly the absence of financial support and lack of time.
Sami Yako was working six days a week as a full time
employee at Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper, and he was
presenting the news four days a week as a part time news
reader at MBC radio FM from 1995 — 1999. Tn May 2000
however, Nirari Arts started rehearsals on a new play
called ‘Half Dead, Half Alive®. The play ran for three days
in November 2000 at the Assyrian House. Later that
month it was presented in Turlock, California, where it
was warmly received (the invitation was from Assyrian
American Artists Inc). After a year and half Nirari Arts
presented a play called ‘Encounter’ followed by a play in
2004 ‘A Day in Court’.

The most recent play, ‘“The Beggars’, was staged in July
2006.

Interview

Born on Christmas day 1948, what are your earliest
childhood memories?

My eariiest childhood memory was when I drunk gaso-
line at the age of four. The IPC (Tragi Peiroleum Com-
pany) had placed a barrel outside each house in which
gasoline was stored. The barrvel had a tap on the side and
one day 1 noticed our tap was dripping. I positioned my-
self directly under the tap and proceeded to collect the
drops in my wide open mouth. When my mother found me
and scolded me [ insisted that it was in fact very nice.
However, I did regret it once I started fo suffer from in-
Hammation and bloating and had to be rushed to hospital.

Another memory was when [ was five and I went to the
Assvrian Church in Kirkuk with my mother for the first
time, When the time came to celebrate the Eucharist, my
mother gave me instructions to get in the line and just fol-
low what everyone else was doing. [ didn’t have any idea
what ‘khoosh groo qorbana’ meant at the age of five. |
Jjust noticed that as people left the priest they were eating
something so that gave me a good clue. As I approached
the front of the Church, I noticed that people were leaning
over the bisma (frankincense) so I thought that is what
they must be eating. When I got fo the table I helped my-
self to a piece of the bisma and munched my way back fo
my mother. When she noticed [ was still chewing several
minutes later, she made me open my mouth fto show her.
She was not impressed...

What were the main reasons that made you decide to
study acting?

I only ever wanted to be one of two things: A fighter pi-
lot or an actor. My father out rightly forbade me to be-
come a pilot so [ pursued acting. [ always enjoyed mimick-
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ing people and doing impersonations and I wanted to
channel that love.

Who is your role model and how has he or she inspired
you to act? Does that person still inspire you today? What
else inspires you?

I didn’t really have a role model when I was growing up
because we didn’t have access to TV when I was very
young but by the time I was studving acting in college,
access to media improved in Baghdad and I was inspired
by film and stage actors such as Richard Burton, Pefer
O'Toole, Robert De Niro, Dustin Hoffman and Steve
MeQueen.

During vour early career in the 1970s, you were em-
ployed as a radio presenter and later a reporter to North-
West Africa. What was the most memorable event? What
major events did you cover?

As a radio presenter and producer I obviously had to
cover all the major news events of the time. However [
wasn 't physically sent to report any major events abroad
as my overseas assignments were ones in the fields of art
and culture.

I was sent on some assigmiments (o interview celebrities
and one very strange habit in Morocco is that when you
interview someone, you have fo visit them at theiv house
rather than have them come to the studio. But when you
do visit them they have invited their extended family over
and it becomes a celebration. I once had 1o interview the
singer Samira Said with around 30 of her relatives in the
same room waiching intently. It was very strange.

However, one of the memories that will stay with me
Jorever is when I was a producer of a news programime at
the radio station (Sawt Al Jamahiv or Voice of the
Masses’). I had my earphones on and I was waiting for the
presenters (a husband and wife team) to finish their sec-
tion so that I could introduce the closing music when sud-
denly they stopped mid-sentence and froze. 1 asked them
what was wrong but their eves were transfixed behind me.
I turned to see what they were looking at and saw Saddam

Hussein, Mohamed Saeed Al-Sahaf and their entire entou-
rage standing behind me. (Al-Sahaf is the former Informa-
tion Minister who famously said there were no American
troops in Baghdad when actually their tanks were a few
hundred meters away from the press conference).

I attempted to get up but I was so scared that I forgot
how to stand up. Even when I managed it, Saddam Hus-
sein still appeared to be over a foot laller than me. He
said to me, “May God help you. What are you doing?” My
voice took longer than usual to come out of my mouth. 1
explained to him that my job was to report on what the
main stories of the day were. After a few other guestions
he assumed an expression of disgust. As if he smelt some-
thing horrible. It made me think that I must have had an
‘accident’ because [ was so scared. “"What's that smell?”
Saddam asked Al-Sahaf. “You've really done it this time
Sami”, I thought to myself. Al-Sahaf quietly explained 1o
Saddam that sometimes sweet wrappers get thrown in the
corner of the floor and this attracts rats. Saddam told Al-
Sahaf that he should sort it out. I breathed a big sigh of
relief...

You started your acting career during the same period.
Could you guide us through the emotions that you experi-
enced as you were acting for the very first time in front of
a live audience? Did the audience respond as expected?

When I first started acting on stage it was at drama col-
lege so the audience were Arabs. To be honest, us students
were Irying to compete with each other and show the
teacher how good we were so we weren 't really bothered
about the audience reaction. Also, comedies were per-
formed very rarvely and when you perform a sevious play,
it is very difficult to measure the audience reaction. [ only
started performing comedies when I got invoived with As-
syrian theatre and the thrill is unmatchable.
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What lessons did you Jearn from your early perform-
ances that you applied to your later performances?

Obviously what I've learnt in the past always affects
present performances but this is true of any skill. I always
Jfeel I am improving as an actor. I feel that each perform-
ance I give was belter than the last one but that there is
also plenty to learn.

You are also known for singing and song writing. One
of these songs is an old time classic “Kha Karma Milya
M’Wardeh”, What were the reasons for writing this song
and where did you get the idea from?

I was in love with a girl when I wrote this song and she
was my inspiration. (I hasten to add that she later became
my wife!) I likened her to beautiful flower which I wanted
fo pick, fto own - but wasn't allowed to. Nor could I forget
the flower or stay away from it. Courtship was a very diffi-
cult thing in Irag in those days! There wasn’t the freedom
to express yourself that there is now and I so wanted to
sing about forbidden love — as well as express it.

Later you migrated and settled in Britain in the early
1980s. How did you initially feel about your new environ-
ment? Did the already established Assyrian community of
UK ease your settlement?

I initially felt very homesick as I didn't leave Irag be-
cause [ wanted to. We left because I was put in prison and
badly tortured for a month for singing an Assyrian nation-
alistic song at a party. Just before I was released, one of
the Ba’ath officers in charge told me that he would be ex-
pecting weekly communication from me detailing the na-
tionalistic activities of our communilty — in particular
those who were meeting in the Assyrian Culture Club
(Nadi Al Thagafi). Therefore, even after I was freed I felt
that there were many eyes still on me and realised that |
couldn’t continue living that way.

Luckily, my in-laws were already living in South London
so my wife and daughter went to live with them and after
working in Kuwait for a year I also joined them. I had
some close friends in London, among them Dr Emanuel
Kambar, who I'd worked with at the Assyrian Culture
Club in Baghdad He introduced me to the Assyrian Soci-
ety of the UK and the church and told me that the commu-

nity really needed some more cultural activities. That is
how I first became involved with the conmunity here.

You wrote, directed and performed some of the best As-
syrian plays that currently exist. In general, how does an
idea for a play begin and how does it develop?

I would say coincidence plays the biggest role in coming
up with ideas for plays. I get influenced by random things
that I see in my life. They may be things I see in the local
Assyrian community or in the wider world and they can
relate to anything from human nature to politics to relig-
ion to relationships and so on.

For example, the idea for Wedding Night, 1983, came
from the early AGM meetings I used to attend in London.
We used to take ages discussing issues and making deci-
sions and creating sub-committees which would take even
more time discussing and arguing and acting on decisions
to the extent that the original objective of the process
would be lost. [ wanted to write a play to stress the impor-
tance of grabbing opportunities and acting upon them or
they may be lost forever. Wedding Night is about a young
man who is about to get married and changes his mind at
the last minute. When he realises this was the wrong deci-
sion, it is too late because the girl has run off with some-
one else.

A play can grow from one idea but I don’t constrain my-
self too much when [ am writing it. I let myself travel down
different avenues when I am thinking about how I want it
to develop and end.

What is your favourite play so far and what is the most
memorable scene that you have performed?

It's difficult to compare them because they deal with
varying subject matters but my personal favourite is the
most vecent play, The Beggars, 2006. [ think it most accu-
rately reflects the position of Assyrians today. Before that,
my favourite was A Kingdom without A King, 1987.

The most memorable scenes for me have been ones
where I do not get the reaction I expect. It works both
ways. There has been silence when I thought there would
be a standing ovation and there has been laughter and
mayhem at the most unexpected times.

Of course, I also remember the times when we forgot
our lines. There are certain actors who find it very hard to
maintain thelr composure when something goes wrong. [
remember these times with both pain and pleasure. An
example is from one of the performances of Youkheena,
1994, One of my fellow actors, Yatron Darmoo asked my
character, “Youkheena, what is your name?” I was forced
to reply "You just said it was Youkheena, didn't you?"”
The performance of the other actors was gffected for
about 10 minutes after that line because they had to con-
centrate on nof laughing. I was very annoyed at the time
and I cringe when [ think about it now but it really is very
Jfunny.

The plays that you perform tend to send indirect mes-
sages that reflect the state of affairs of a particular period.

(Continued on page 26)
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(Continued from page 23)
Why is important to raise such ideas and issues to a cap-
tive audience?

I like to give my personal perspectives of the state of
affairs of particular periods. It doesn’t necessarily mean
that my perspective is the correct one. On the contrary, my
main aim is to pose questions and make people think
about issues for themselves. The reason if is important is
already in your question. ‘The state of affairs’ means
something that is here and now. It goes back to what I was
saying earlier about missed opportunities — especially op-
portunities relating to our national aspirations.

What do you think of the Assyrian media? What are its
strengths and weaknesses? How could we improve and
promote it?

We still don’t have high standard Assyrian media on an
international level. There are local efforts in the form of
newspapers, journals, TV channels and websites but they
are very far from the ideal standard.

Satellite TV is one medium that has so much potential to
be used for the benefit of Assyrians but I am sorry to say
that I don’t think it has been. One channel just serves it
own interests and the interests of its elite followers rather
than that of the Assyrian community. As a result it is heav-
ily censored and this does not make effective media. An-
other channel produces programmes in 3 languages with
relatively uninspiring and unchallenging content. It may
be light entertainment but does not particularly serve As-
syrian interests. Some of our channels may serve religious
interests but in my view they do not serve nationalistic
interests effectively.

One channel that I personally watch is the only Assyrian
channel that is based in Baghdad (with another branch in
North Iraq). The main strength of this channel is that it
reports on the practical situation of Assyrians in our
homeland as well as reporting news about Iraq in general
and does noi get involved in futile arguments which us in
the diaspora seem to be preoccupied with. Unfortunately,
the channel is under funded and at the moment I can only
view it on g PC. Unlike other channels, it does not receive

millions of dollars of private funding but relies on minimal
state funding and donations from the community.

It is important to encourage Assyrian youth to enter the
acting field and to perform in Assyrian plays and movies.
[t is equally important to pass the knowledge and the ex-
pertise of established Assyrian actors such as yourself to
the youth. What can we do to achieve this?

Unfortunately, one big obstacle to this is the fact that so
many young Assyrians today do not speak Assyrian to a
good standard. Even the ones that do may come and enjoy
the plays but they ave reluctant to become involved with
acting. This may be because they are nervous or shy but
unfortunately this does not just apply to the young. I am
Jfinding it increasingly difficult to encourage Assyrians of
any age to get onto the stage! Parents can play an impor-
tant role in giving childrven encouragement to become in-
volved in performing arts from a young age. This way they
will gain confidence for the future.

Over the years you mastered many media roles. Are
there any other roles, whether in media or not, that you
would want to embark on?

I would love to produce a currvent affairs TV programme
Jor Assyrians. I would invite Assyrians from the whole po-
litical and religious spectrum, to come and discuss the
issues of the day in an independent setting in a structured,
civilised and uncensored manner.

In terms of theatre ambitions, I wrofe an operetia in
1976 called Yousip and Delilah which has never been per-
Jormed and is still only on paper. It would be my dream to
stage this but it would need many actors, musicians, and
singers and it is very hard to organise a group of people
who can spare the time to rehearse it. It would also be the
costliest performance Nirari Arts has ever produced and it
is not the type of show where we can get by on a small
budget.

The story is about a girl who gets kidnapped from a vil-
lage by a neighbouring village. It is an allegorical tale in
which the girl is a metaphor for our land, Assyria. The
village people get together and decide on the best way to
get her back. Should they go to war? Should they try dip-
lomatic means? Should they maintain peace at all cosis?
Is she important enough for them to pursue?

The solution that is deemed most effective is that of per-
sonal sacrifice — martyrdom or giving sahdeh. Qut of the
brave set of men that go to rescue the girl, only a handful
return, but they return with the ultimate prize.

Your most recent play, called ‘The Beggars’, launched
July 2006, was yet another hilarious show. Are there any
new performances on the way?

There are couple of new things on the horizon but I'm
not sure when they will be performed. Possibly in 2008.

Do you think that the Assyrians youth born and\or raised
in the West struggle to find an equilibrium between their
Assyrian identity and their Western upbringing? Would
you consider directing a play to highlight these issues?

Yes, I do agree that it must be difficult to find a balance
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My Racket does

the talking...

“I let my racket do the talking. That’s what 1 am al! about,
really. I just go out and win tennis matches,” (Pete Sampras, a
professional American tennis player) an ingenious motto that
draws Mary closer to her game. Mary Chamaki, born July 4,
1991, was raised in San Jose, California and started playing
tennis at the age of three. Tennis instantly became her passicn
and she started competing in tournaments throughout California
at the age of eight.

With her talent and amazing skills, she is ranked top thirty in
Northern California today. Her competition doesn’t end there;
Mary has and will continue to compete in naticnal tournaments,
including Copper Bowl in Tucson, Arizona and the West Coast
National Championship in Sacramento, California. For the past
two years, Mary has been attending the Weil Tennis Academy
in Santa Barbara to help improve her game. As a hardworking
student and currently a junior at Saint Fraocis High School,
Mary has achieved the number one spot on the varsity tennis
team and has ranked number two since her freshman year.

Mary Chamaki not only enjoys playing tennis, but also loves to
meet new people on the court. 1t’s a way of releasing all her
energy and simply just having fun, but that doesn’t stop her
from being competitive. “I'm just humble about the whole
game. In fact, it’s so much fun that winning becomes easy,” she
says. Mary continues to excel in school and shine as an excel-
lent tennis player. A dedicated and talented young lady like
Mary makes our nation proud and deserves applause for her
aptitude.

Nuri Kino Wins prestigious National

Award, Again.

The Assyrian-Swedish investi-
gative journalist, Nuri Kino, has
won this year's Blatte De Luxe
award in the category of Jour-
nalism. Mr. Kino won last
year's Award in the same cate-
gory, becoming the only Blatte
De Luxe winner who has re-|
ceived the honor two vyears in
row. In his speech at the award
ceremony on 30 July, Mr. Kino
called for peace, tolerance and
support for the children of the
immigrants. “Both my parents §
are illiterate and I made it this
far; you should do it too. But nothing will come to you for free;
you must work very hard”, Kino reminded his audience. He
also says "I'm a proud immigrant. I'm a proud Assyrian and
I'm & proud Swede. But ’'m a human being foremost and to-
gether we can bridge all barriers™. The jury makes the following
commendation upon awarding Mr. Kino: "For he is an excel-
lent journalist, who digs deep in order to expose injustices both
in Sweden and in the international community, He delivers big
disclosures one after the other, receiving death threats. He
works for the world media, lives in Sédertdlje (Sweden) and is
a role model for many young people." To read Nuri Kine's blog
visit his website at nurikino.com,

Dr. Ninwe Maraha Receives her PhD in

Microbiology

Nineveh and the Assyrian Foundation of America join the
Tamraz and Maraha families in congratulating Ninwe
Maraha on completing her studies and receiving her PhD
degree in Microbiology/Microbial Ecology from the
Karolinska Institutet in Huddinge, Sweden, on 12 Janu-
ary, 2007

The title of her thesis was: Physiological Status of
Bacteria Used for Environmental Applications.
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(Continued firom page 26)

and I sympathise with the youth raised here. I've already
touched upon this topic in many of the plays I've written
and I do not have any plans to write anything that solely
tackles this issue.

From where can we purchase copies of all your past
performances?

You can go fo www.nirariarts.org and request the
plays you would like. Unfortunately, the recordings of the
first 4 plays we performed here are very bad quality.

Finally, what would you like to say to your fans and to
your critics?

Many of my fans are my best critics! I would simply ask
them to open their minds a bit more and maybe to try to
look at the underlying message and concept. I thank my
Jans for supporting the work I do and the work Nirari Arts
has done over the years. One thing I really would ask of
everyone is to support our efforts by not copying tapes
and DVDs but by purchasing originals. Nirari Avts has
been approached by groups who wish to buy us off but we
will not accept this because that would mean we will ai-
ways be subservient to them and have to abide by their
conditions. Therefore, to keep us independent we need
continued financial support from the community. All the
money goes straight back into future performances.

On behalf of Nineves Magazine and Firodil Institute I
would like to thank you for this interview and for giving
us some insight into your past, present and future!

Thank you very much for some very good questions and
for making me go down memory lane. Keep up the good
work.

Further thanks go to Eva Shamouel for her help with the
interview and to Nirari Arts ( www.nirariarts.org ) for
making Assyrian entertainment possible.

Yuhanon
Dolabani

Courtesy of www.auf.nu
Translated from Swedish by Ninwe Maraha

Assyrian profile

“Assyria’s proud, our nice and precious flag. When will that day come
that I'look at you, and see the enemy bend their head in front of you?”

This sentence has been written once by a bishop of the Syriac-Orthodox
Church, named Mor Filuksinos Yuharon Dolabani.

Yuhanen Dolabani was borm in 1885 in the city of Mardin, Turabdin,
south east of Turkey. His family was originally from the village of
Qaluqa, just outside the village Qelleth. He started his studies in the
school of the Parish of Arb’in Sohde (Forty martyrs). In this school he
learned how to read and write. At the age of 15, Dolabani started his
education in Mardin where he studied: mathematics, geography, history,
and theology.

When he was 22 vears old, he decided to devote his life to serve the
Syriac-Orthodox church. He moved to a monastery outside Mardin
called, Dayro d-Netfo.

In 1910, Dolabani was selected to teach among other subjects, the classic
Assyrian [anguage (kthobonoyo) at the monastery called Dayro d-
Kurkmo where he authored and published 70 spiritual and religious
books.

Mor Yuhanon Delabani was known for his love for the Assyrian youth.

"I was a dove of the plain. [ sang. You son of Assur's land. Beloved and
honored.”

He is referring to all the Assyrian children that became orphans after the
Assyrian genocide in (915 committed by the Turks , Seyfo. Some of
these orphans ended up in the Assyrian orphanage called “Taw Mim
Semkath” in Adana, Turkey. Dolabani visited the orphanage in 1919 and
stayed there for three years where he taught the children our Assyrian
language. In 1922 the Turkish government forced the orphanage to close,
but that did not stop Dolabani from his fight for the Assyrian youth.
Thanks to the hard work of Dolabani and economic help from Assyrians
in US, the orphanage of “Taw Mim Semkath™ was re-opened in Beirut in
Lebanon. The orphanage does stiil exist in Beirut, Lebanon (see article
page [2).

That Assyrian Genocide of 1915 left deep scars in the Assyrian nation
inciuding Mor Y. Dolabani himself. His mission in life became to revive
the badly bleeding Assyrian nation. For example, many of Dolabani’s
poems and soogs had a strong nationalistic meanings. More than any-
thing efse Dolabani loved his God, his people and his Assytian nation.

In 1947 Dolabani was ordained a bishop, Mor Filuksinos Y uhanon Daola-
bani. He died in the Dayro d-Kurkmo (monastery of Kurkmo) in 1969, at
the age of 82.

The biography of Yohanon Dolabani is published in the Assyrian lan-
guage by the Assyrian Youth Federation in collaboration with the Assyr-
ian Federation of Sweden. The book can be ordered enline through the
Assyrian magazine Hujada’s, webside www.huiada.com.
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Devastating Last Thoughts on Iraq

Author Paul Batou shares his raw thoughts, feelings and memories of Irag

Burbank, CA — Mesopotamia was once known as the greatest civilization on earth. But invasions, wars and sanctions
have lead to the destruction of the remarkable civilization. Author Paul Batou shares his thoughts, and feelings about the
ruin of Mesopotamia in, My Last Thoughts on Irag.

This book is a collection of the author’s memories and experiences as an Assyrian-Chaldean artist. He shares his reac-
tions to the suffering and sadness, which has plagued Mesopotamia through poetry that clearly expresses the pain, hu-
miliation, and destruction of a once great civilization. My Last Thoughts on Irag reveals the state of fear in Iraq, the
wars, invasions and sanctions that led to the decay of modern Baghdad and the suffering of its citizens around the world.

My Last Thoughts on Irag is a timely book that will give readers a glimpse inside fraq during its most troubled times.
[raq at present is still at turmoil and Batou gives us insights on this place, its people and its gradual destruction. This
truly interesting read will tell us the real score instead of the media’s often-colored view of the news. Buy a copy of this
intriguing read now online at Xlibris.com or your local book retailer!

About the Author

Paul Batou, a native Iraqi artist, received a degree in pharmacy in 1982 from the University of Baghdad. While in
school, Paul worked and was inspired by many teachers and artists studying at the University. In 1980, he had his first
art show in Baghdad. During his years spent in Baghdad, Paul placed his art in several galleries, learned to play the gui-
tar, and was forced into service during the Irag-Iran war as a medic. In 1989, he fled Iraq with his family and moved to
Los Angeles. In the United States, Paul continues to create art and write poems that inspire all these close to him. As a

- : « father, an uncle, an artist, and a pharmacist, Paul has

-M Lar" t“'l“hi)p hts ahout 'Ilnacl achieved the admiration and respect of all those around

him.
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Assyria

By Joseph Aziz

Once the cradle of civilization,
New life was born in the “Fertile Crescent”;
A reason God chose to bear this nation:
From 1ts birth it lives into the present.

Assyria! They screamed 1t so loudly,
Her precious wings flew high from day to night;
Her people lifted her flag so proudly,
Through her name they grew the courage to fight.

Centuries her people have suffered great loss,
For centuries took agony, torture, and pain;
Though still she fights and holds onto her Cross,
And still refuses to bear a new name.

Assyria!l Assyria! Your heart still glows!
I promise you glory, to death I’ll strive;
Through me you’ll live, in my veins your blood flows,
Through me, Assyria, your name stays alive.

And ‘till that day comes, to death will I strive,
Through me, Assyria, your name stays alive.
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S.A.F.E. Holds Vigil

Courtesy of hitp://www savingantigquities.org

Aims of SAFE

SAFE aims to show that looting and the illicit trafficking
of antiquities destroy humankind's common heritage.

Why should anyone care about ancient cultures? And
why should a citizen in the United States, for instance,
care what happens to an object buried in China, Iraqg, or
another distant location, for thousands of years?

The answer is that antiquities are among the few survi-
vors of early cultural history.

Objects uncovered in their original contexts, properly
interpreted, provide insight into the way our ancestors
lived, their societies and their environments. They com-
plete our view of ancient life and enrich our understanding
on many levels. As such, antiquities comprise an essential
part of our global cultural heritage.

Amidst political turmeoil and tremendous humanitarian
needs, why should we worry about culture and antiquities?
One answer 15 that “wars end, and shattered lives, commu-
nities and societies must be rebuilt” {Nature, Vol 423, 29
May 2003). In other words, the physical fabric of the past
is vital to the moral and spiritual fabric of the present and
future. The idea that cur children might not be able to
walk Into a museum, examine a piece of antiquity, and be
inspired by it is unthinkable.

Because the ancient past belongs to all of humanity, we
must share stewardship and responsibility for protecting
cultural antiquities no matter where they are found.

Looting of cultural heritage

Every day, looting and plundering of priceless cultural treas-
ures continues all over the world. The problem is most
acute in Africa, Southeast Asia, China, Latin America, the
Middle East, and the Himalaya region. The underground
antiquities trade prospers in such places, because many
third-world countries are rich in undiscovered cultural
treasure. Local residents are often tempted to trade their
heritage for quick income that represents a tiny percentage
of the artifacts’ true value.

Looting of archacological sites is not confined to the
developing world. There are sericus threats to the integrity
of archaeological sites all over the United States, the
United Kingdorm, and Canada. According to a 1988 Con-
gressional report on vandalism and looting in the Four
Comers region of the United States (where New Mexico,
Arizona, Utah, and Colorado intersect), up to 90% of
known Native American archaeological sites in the area
are believed to have been vandalized. (See The Trade and
Environment Database Case Studies, American Univer-
sity, Case number: 216.)

What can be done to save world cultural heritage?

Over the decades—even centuries—various attempts
have been made to stem the gradual depletion of our
shared cultural heritage. These efforts range from legisla-
tion and treaties on global and national levels, to engaging
focal communities in archaeological excavations. These
are possible solutions:

Reporting suspicious items, asking questions, collectors
make sure items were purchased properly. Speaking up to
voice the concern to the Cultural Property Advisory Com-
mittee (CPAC) during their hearings.

Conventions

Since the end of the Second World War, several interna-
tional conventions have been enacted to combat the theft,
illicit exportation and trafficking of cultural property as
well as promote the restitution of objects to their countries
of origin. Here are some of the most important conven-
tions:

- Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict (The Hague 1954) and Protocols
- Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing
the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of
Cultural Property (UNESCO 1970)

- Conventton Concerning the Protection of the World Cul-
tural and Natural Heritage (UNESCO 1972)

- UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported
Cultural Objects (UNIDROIT 1995)

In addition, individual countries have enacted legislation
to address the problem of illicit trade within national bor-
ders and have negotiated bilateral agreements to help stem
the flow of smuggled artifacts internationally.

As the first major art-importing country to ratify the
Convention, the U.S. signed info law the Convention on
Cultural Property Implementation Act (CPIA) in 1983,
enabling the U.S. government to enter into emergency and
bilateral agreements to restrict the importation of specified
objects that are in danger of being looted from archaeo-
logical sites. Bilateral agreements have been proven effec-
tive in stemming the flow of illicit antiquities.

Event organized by SAFE - A Candlelight Vigil
for the Iraq Museum

On April 10, 2003, news broke that thousands of ancient
artifacts had been systematically looted from the unrivaled
collections of the Iraq Museum. The looting was an im-
measurable loss both to the people of lraq, and to all of
mankind. Even more devastating has been the ongoing
plunder of Irag’s ancient archaeological sites, which feeds
the international black market trade in antiquities.

Four years later, more than 7,000 artifacts are still miss-
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For lIraqi

ing from the Museum and sites continue to be

looted. This immense loss has awakened many to the vul-
nerability of our shared cultural heritage and inspired the
establishment of SAFE.

Although media coverage of these issues has dwindled,
we must not forget the sacrifices of Museum and site staff,
the missing artifacts, as was well as the plunder that oc-
curs in Iraq and all around the world. Not only for our-
selves but also for the generations to come.

The non-profit organization SAFE/Saving Antiquities for
Evervone, Inc., announced its plan fo organize, promote
and help facilitate a three-dgy Global Candlelight Vigil on
April 10-12, 2007 to mark the fourth anmiversary of the
looting of the Iraq Museum in Baghdad.

The Vigil, which has received the endorsement of the
Iraq Museum’s former Director-General, Dr. Donny
George Youkhanna, aimed to draw aftention to the 7,000
priceless artifacts still missing from the Museum, as well
as the ongoing looting and destruction of Iraq’s more than
10,000 archaeological sites that comprise the cradle of
civilization.

In San Francisco, the SAFE organization had their Can-
dlelight Vigil outside the Asian Art Museum, in the after-
noon on Thursday the 12:th of April 2007. We were a few
members of the Assyrian Foundation of America that at-
tended and joined the event that was mainly aimed to re-
mind us of what is happening with our cultural heritage

Artifacts

and to raise public awareness regarding the importance of
preserving cultural heritage worldwide. Because of the
harsh wind we could not lit our candles, but we had them
in our hands though. It 18 though very interesting and great
for our people, that other non-profit and non-Assyrian or-
ganizations do take actions for the cause of saving the As-
syrian cultural heritage. We had later a nice coffee/tea and
cake at the museums café. It was nice event but just too
few people showed up and one of the reasons was that the
anncuncement of this special event reached our people in
San Francisco very late.

However, similar Candlelight Vigil gatherings were held
in Baghdad, Iraq on the 10th of April 2007 in front of the
[rag Museum, in Turlock, USA in front of the Assyrian
Cultural Center of Bet-Nahrain. And a similar gathering
on the 12th of April in Vancouver, Canada. The U.S.
Committee of the Blue Shield, the Archaeological Institute
of America, and SAFE had a candlelight vigil on the [2th
of April at the University of Minnesota Minneapolis cam-
pus, in front of the Weisman Art Museum. Also candle-
light vigils were performed at the University of QOregon, in
Boston and New York.

Global Candlelight Vigil received attention from Bagdadhope;
e-artcasting in English and Spanish; e-norte.org; CultreGicl;
Museum Security Network; Daily Kos; The Archaeology Chan-
nel; AssyriaTimes; musec-on.com; Oregon Dailvy Emerald; Ar-
chasological Institute of America; Beijing Cultural Heritage
Protection Center {CHP).

.,.____,'. “" i

Candlelight Vigil outside the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco, on the 12th of April 2007 ‘

Nineveh, Volume 30, Numbers [-2

33 2,1 waman . 30 oawm . sraaa



In Memorium

Victor Badal

My father, Victor Badal,
was born on March 30
1932 in the wvillage of
Jenize, Urmia, in Iran to
parents Shimshon and Axe-
nia Badal. At 15, he
moved to Hamadan to
work in a photography stu-
dio owned by his great un-
cle. A few years later he
moved to Abadan to con-
tinue with his photography
In 1955, he moved to Tehran to work for the

career.
United States mlhtary 1 the mapping division. On De-

cember 18, 1958 he married Frieda , daughter of Paulos
and Shushan Babanejad of Yangija, Urmia.

In 1963, they moved to the United States, and after vari-
ous jobs including a week assignment photographing The
Beatles, he accepted a job with Bechtel Corp. In 1972,
their daughter Sabrina was born. In 1975, he began work-
ing for the United States government for the Dept. of the
Interior at the US Geological Survey in the mapping dept.,
focated in Menlo Park, California. The same year the
family moved to Sunnyvale. In 1979, their son Sargon
was born.

From the beginning of their arrival to the United States,
he became very active in the Assyrian community, Both
Victor and Frieda were among the founding members of
the Assyrian Foundation of America in Berkeley, they
were involved in Mar Narsat Parish in San Francisco, and
he was a member of the building committee of Mar Yosip
Parish in San Jose. Church was a priority and obligation
and he instilled that in our minds and hearts. He looked
forward to every Sunday, greeting and seating the parish-
ioners. It was his duty to serve his Church and, more so,
his Assyrian community. He prided himself in being As-
syrian and was always quick to educate everyone, Assyr-
tan or not, about our history and who the Assyrians are.

In 2000 he retired, after 35 years of government service,
with a congratulatory letter of retirement from then Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

In 2004, he and Frieda moved to Modesto where they
lived until his passing on June 1%,

He is survived by his wife Frieda, son Sargon, daughter
Sabrina David, son-in-law Rony David and their children
Alexandra and Aidan. His brother Aprim Badal and fam-
ily reside in San Jose and his uncle Sam Jacobs resides in
Greenbrae.

Coming to this country as a young immigrant and work-
ing hard to provide his family with the best, he always
stressed the importance of going to school, getting an edu-

cation and being successful. He taught us to reach for the
stars but to be honest in all that we did.

I am so grateful to have had such a wonderful father
who gave us the best in life, taught us values and morals,
and who sacrificed his life for his family.

Bappa, vou will live in our hearts forever and on our
mind with ¢ach passing breath., Until we meet again.

Your daughter,
Sabrina

PERA, Lillian Sargis
Mrs. Lillian Sargis
Pera, a longtime resi-
W dent of New Britain,
| was called home to
heaven on Tuesday,
(May 1, 2007). She
passed away in Florida.
She was preceded in
death by and awaiting a
joyful reunion with her
husband, Rev. Richard
G. Pera, her parents,
Jacob and Judith
Sargis, a son and a grandson. Mourning her passing is her
sister, Mrs. Rose Sargis Ernesto of New Britain. She was a
loving and devoted mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. She leaves behind her brokenhearted chil-
dren: daughter, Judith (Pera) and son-in-law David
Giguere of Georgia, daughter Denise I..R. Pera of Florida,
son Richard and daughter-in-law Mary Jo (Robinson) Pera
of Washington, D.C. She was very proud of and adored
her three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, who
will miss her greatly. Her family is comforted by her great
and abiding faith in God and the sure knowledge that they
will all be together again someday in heaven. Mrs. Pera
was a graduate of New Britain High School. She received
her undergraduate degree from the University of Connecti-
cut at Storrs and her Masters Degree from Central Con-
necticut State College. She taught sixth grade for many
years at McDonough Elementary School in Hartford.
Teaching was a career and profession she loved. She val-
ued education highly. Funeral services are Saturday, (May
19, 2007) 11 AM at South Church, 90 Main Street, New
Britain. There are no calling hours. Burial will be in Fait-
view Cemetery. Memorial dopations may be made to
South Church, 90 Main Street, New Britain, CT 06051
and designated for the "Assyrian Memorial Parlor Fund".
The Carlson Funeral Home, New Britain, 1s assisting the
family with arrangements. Please share a memory or note
of sympathy at www.carlsonfuneralhome.com
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| Barsom J. Kashish

(March 6, 1925-December
18, 2006)

Barsom J. Kashish, of North
Falmouth, formerly of Mil-
ton, Massachusetts, has been
known to his loved cnes and
to those who have truly wit-
nessed his life, as an extraor-
dinary spirit, a Christian of
profound faith, and, indeed, a
very mighty Assyrian. Bar-
som, through his absolute
faith in God and the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ, had a valiant and most remarkable
spiritual journey on earth, marked by numerous heroic
battles in which he defied man’s earthly struggles, in-
cluding that of death, time after time. Barsom almost
seemed invincible, as he had visited death’s door many
times, however, finally, he entered God’s kingdom, to
rest, on December 18, 2006. Barsom, a cherished reflec-
tion of God’s love and goodness, is forever in the hearts
of his devoted wife, Margaret (Jano) Kashish, his loving
daughters, Lisa Kashihsh of Hoboken, New Jersey, and
Cindy Hazerjian of Plainville, Massachusetts, his dear
sons-in-law, Brian Assadourian and George Hazerjian,
his beloved grandchildren, Aram Barsom Assadourian
and Jeremy and Joshua Hazerjian, and his dear “kid
brother”, cousin George Dobabed of Milton, Massachu-
setts. Barsom 1s also survived by his sister, Charlotte
Correia, of Cape Coral, Florida.

Barsom was born to Maritza (Kazar) Kashish and Jur-
jies Kashish of Kharput, Turkey, in Watertown, Massa-
chusetts, on March 6, 1925, and grew up in the Boston
area. Maritza and Jurjies named him after his grandfa-
ther’s brother, Barsom Kashish, father of Assyrian activ-
ist/author David Barsom (Kashish) Perley, whose life
was taken by the Ottoman Turks, in Kharput, as de-
scribed in the book Shall This Nation Die?

Throughout his youth, Barsom was affectionately re-
ferred to as “Barsie” by friends and family members. He
was 4 straight “A” student, and intended to pursue studies
to become a diesel engineer; however, before Barsom
was able to attend his high school graduation ceremeony,
he went to serve in World War 11, as a front-line corrbat
medic, in the Battle of the Bulge. He refused to carry a
weapon and placed his full reliance on God for protec-
tion. This critical slice of Barsom’s early years encapsu-
lated who Barsom would be throughout his life.

Initially, Barsom returned home to the Boston area, to
recuperate after the war. Subsequently, he and his father
ran the family clothing/export business, together, for a
number of years, while Barsom would often spend his
free time at the Boston Public Library, studying the his-
tory of the Assyrians. Barsom would later tell his own
children how inspired he was to find that all that his fa-

ther had told him of the greatness of the ancient Assyr-
lans as the cradle of civilization, as conquerors, and as
Christians, was, indeed, true.

Barsom’s pride in and a passion for his Assyrian hert-
tage motivated him to become active in the Assyrian
community. He served as the Executive Secretary of the
Assyrian National Federation. He was one of the found-
ing members of the Assyrian Star magazine, and served
as its corresponding secretary, as well as a reporter. Bar-
som authored What Language Did God Speak....And His
Chosen Language, a compilation of references substanti-
ating the luminous history of the Assyrian Christian mis-
sions throughout the world and “the faith of the original
Semitic Church of the Holy See of Babylon —divinely
revealed in the original Aramaic mother tongue of Abra-
ham, of Christ, and of the Holy Scriptures— to be “the
chosen church”, in Peter 1 5:13. This publication was
recently discovered to be listed amongst the books found
in the study of the Truman Home, (President) Harry S.
Truman National Historic Site, Independence, Missour.

In 1960, Barsom married Jano, and together with his
“marge”, rased daughters Lisa and Cindy. Barsom, a
graduate of Burdette Business School, went on to enjoy
an outstanding thirty year career in commercial real es-
tate in the Boston area. Toward the end of this career,
Barsom manifested his love for antique coilecting by
opening his own antiques by Barsom, in Collidge Corner,
Brookline, Massachusetts.

In 2002, Barsom published his final book, The Revival
of Spiritual Healing. In his book, Barsom draws a criti-
cal link between the practice of “primitive Christianity”
which Christian Science believes to have rediscovered,
and the ancient Assyrian Church of the East, which Bar-
som documents to have been the most powerful and dy-
namic healing based church, with its unparalleled mis-
sions extending throughout the Middle East and Asia.

Barsom, a seeker of knowledge, who was always learn-
ing, growing and discovering new realms, will also be
remembered for his very sweet heart, his thoughtful
ways, his warm, gleeful smile, his friendly manner, his
no-nonsense talk, his gentlemanly way, his fetsty mo-
ments, his generosity, his love of humor and telling jokes,
his adoration of children, his enjoyment of festive gather-
ings, music and dancing, the Christmas season, old mov-
les, sporting his captain’s hat, Old Silver Beach, his keen
knowledge of history, politics, and foreign languages, his
appreciation for all forms of beauty, the relish with which
he enjoyed his wife’s fine cooking, chocolate ice cream,
hot cocoa, and Mounds bars, his impeccable dressing,
and his favorite colors...blue and purple, which Barsom
would proudiy identify as the color of the Assyrians.

Send your news to Nineveh Magazine

info@assyrianfoundation.org
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informational
enly. The information is intended only to help individuals to

"This article s

Jor

purposes

learn about the law and the legal system in California. The
information provided, DOES NOT constitute legal advice and
MUST NOT be used as a substitute for the counsel and services
that you may require from an attorney.”

Thought of a will?

A will is important, if you want to have control over who will
inherit your assets. Even if you own very little, you can earmark a
particular piece of jewelry or a cash gift for a person or charity if
that is your choice. You can nomunate guardians for your young
children in your will. You can express your funeral and burial
wishes. And you may name an executor to carry out your wishes.

The executor - who must be officially appeinted as vour personal
representative by a judge - will collect and manage vour assets,
pay off debts and distribute your property. Your will may be
handwritten, or you can fill out a California Statutory Will. This
may be useful if you have very few assets. (This form can be
printed out from the State Bar Web site. Go to
www.calbar.ca.gov.

However, in order to have a valid will it must meet strict
requirements (for example certain types of wills require two
witnesses). Your will should be kept up to date. If you do decide

IISTES

o revise jt, do not make your changes on the original.
You can amend your will with a separate legal
document referred to as a codicil. You may want to
consult an attorney before creating or changing such an
important document (because even changing or
amending a will you must follow strict steps to keep the
changes valid).

Assets distribution

In the case of an existing will, the executor named in the
will starts the process by filing a petition in court and
seeking appointment as your personal representative,
Your personal representative will take charge of your
assets, pay your debts and distribute the rest of your
estate to your beneficianes. This court process is known
as probate. If you do not have a will, a relative or other
interested person can start the process. Simpler
procedures are available for transferring property to a
# spouse or if the estate amounts is equal to less than
| $100,000 (this amount may differ with new legislature).

A will does not control certain assets distributions

Generally a will does not control the distribution of life
insurance proceeds, retirement plan assets, certain
jointly owned assets, “transfer on death” or “pay on
death” accounts and the assets of revocable living trusts

If you do not have a will when you die

Your assets will go to your spouse, registered demestic partner,
children cor next of kin, if you die without a will {(referred to as
intestacy) according to California’s interstate succession laws. In
the case where you don’t have a spouse, domesiic partner, or
child, or your next of kin cannot be located, your property will go
to the state.

Revocable living trust

It is a partial substitute for a will. With a living trust, your assets
are put into the trust during your lifetime and transferred to your
beneficiaries when you die. Most people name themselves as the
trustee who manages the assets. This allows you to remain in
control of the living trust assets during your lifetime. You also
can revoke ot change your living trust. One advantage of a living
trust is that the assets do not go through probate. And the
distribution process often takes less time. A revocable living
trust, however, does not remove all need for a will since you still
need a will — known as a pourover will — that is necessary (o
cover any assets that are not included in the trust. Also, be aware
that a living trust is not appropriate for everyone.

Before creating such a trust, you should seek advice from a
qualified estate-planning attorney. And always watch out for
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unqualified “advisors” who sell living trusts in “trust mill” scams

and who seek to obtain seniors’ private financial information for
other purposes as well.

Are beneficiaries’ inheritance taxed?

Property left to your spouse or a charity will not be subject to
estate tax. The portion of the estate that is left to anyone else,
depending on the circwmnstances — even your childrern — will be
taxed if your assets are a total 32 million or more from 2006
through 2008, and $3.5 million i 2009. In 2010, the estate tax
will disappear completely. But in 2011, unless Congress passes
an extension, the exemption will revert back to $1 million (IRS
form 706, Pub. 950). Under federal law, you can also give away
as much as $12,000 a year and $1 million during your lifetime to
each of your children or to anyone else without incurring gift
tax. [n addition, you could pay your grandchild’s college tuition
or medical insurance premiums {or anyene’s tuition or medical
bills, for that matter) free of gift tax—but only if the payments
are made directly to the educational institution or medical
provider (IRS form 709).

Benefits of making a donation

Gifts and donations to a charity organization, as The Assyrian
Foundation of America, are also tax deductible. A charity
organization is defined as a nonprofit organization that is
incorporated and identified by the IRS as a 501(c)3)
organization. These organizations have been given tax-exempt
status and can accept contributions. To claim a deduction, you
will need to fill out a 1040 Form, which is available through the
IRS website, and itemize your deductions on Schedule A. The
IRS doesn't require receipts for cash donations under $250, but
you should keep donation information on file. Cash contributions
of $250 and over require an acknowledgement that must be sent
to the IRS with your tax returns. The receipt needs to record the
donation amount, the date the donation was made, and the name
of the charity. The instructions for the 1040 Form will help
determine the exact amount of your deduction, which will vary
depending on your tax bracket and whether you file as a single
person or jointly.

For information on estate tax and other gift tax exemptions call
the IRS or State Controller’s Office.

http://www.calbar.ca. gov

hitp:Swww iaxes.ca.eov

http:/fwww.irs. gov

I Subscriptions and Donations 8
e Nineveh: Subscriptions and donations to Nineveh Maga-
zine.

s Education: For financial assistance of Assyrian students
and other educational and cultural projects.
s Needv: For financial assistance of Assyrians in need.
s Donation: Not specified.
Assyrian Foundation membership dues are not included.
You may indicate how and/or for what project you wish your
donations to be used.

Ms. Maryam Babilla; Nineveh: $25
Mr, George Bazou; Needy: $839
Mr. Moosht Beniamin; Nineveh: £30

MTr. Fred Chalita; Nineveh: %30
Ms. Nina Charbakhshi; Nineveh:

Ms. Alexandra and Aidan David; Needy

{In memory of their grandfather Victor Badal)

Ms. Khana Daniel: Nineveh: $20
Mr. Nathan Elias; Needy: 100
Ms. Narmella Elissa; Nineveh: $33
Mr. Solomon Eshu; Needy: $25
Ms. Marganita Gergo; Nineveh: $10
Mr. Ramsin Givergis; Nineveh: $80
Mr. Fereidon Gologhlan; Nineveh: $40
Mr. Jonathan Hermes; Nineveh: $20; Needy: $40
Mr. Sargon Hermes; Nineveh: $20
Mr, Gilbert Isaac; Needy: $25
Mr. Wilson Ishu; Nineveh: $20, Needy: $20
Mr. Victor Kelaita; Nineveh: $70; Needy: §75
Ms. Marian Langley; Nineveh: $20
Mr. Donald Lazar; Nineveh: $40; Needy:  $160
Ms. Helen Lazar; Nineveh: $20
Ms. Trene Lazar; Nineveh: $20; Needy: $80
Mr. Sargon Mikael; Nineveh: $25
Mr. George Nadirsha; Donation: $200
Mr. George Narso; Nineveh: $20
Mr. Melis Pourbabaei; Nineveh: $20
Ms. Najibeh Reyhanabad; Nineveh: $20
Ms. Margaret Sarkissian; Nineveh: $20
Mr. Mirza Shmoil; Needy: $100; Education: $50
Mr. Filimon Tamraz; Nineveh; $20
Mr. Roben Tamraz; Nineveh: $20
Ms. Sarah Warda; Nineveh: $120
Mr. Oraham Yacoub; Nineveh: $20; Needy: $30
Mr. George Yana; Needy: $50
Ms. Jacklin Yelda; Education: $200

Mr. Sabah Youash; Nineveh: $75; Donation: $75
Mr. Sabah Youash; Nineveh: $75; Needy:
Ms. Rochelle Yousefian; Nineveh:

$75
$20
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