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S
2/HE ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO
A 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2014

(3
%AAMPAGNE RECEPTION
INTHE HERITAGE AND REGIMENTAL ROOMS
AT SIXO'CLOCK
DINNER AND DANCING

IN THE COMMANDANT'S BALLROOM
AT SEVEN O'CLOCK

S /HARINE MEMORIAL CLUR (& HOTEL
609 SUTTER STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102
4156736672

BLACK TIE FORMAL ATTIRE
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ASSYRIAN NEW YEAR
2014

6764

March 21 marked the beginning of the 6764th Assyri-
an year. The celebration of the new year is called the
Akitu festival by Assyrians, and it goes back to antig-
uity. It was adopted by the various cultures that lived
contemporaneously with Assyrians and by those that
succeeded them. The Kurds and Iranians adopted the
festival and call it Nowrooz.

The A kitu festival is a 12 day celebration. In the old

Assyrian Calendar the Assyrian year (April 1st) began
on the Vernal Equinox, which falls on March 21 in the

Gregorian Calendar. The first month of the Assyrian
year is April (Neesan). To align with the Gregorian
calendar, contemporary Assyrians mark April first as
the beginning of the new year.
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Ancient Assyrian new year wish in cuneiform

| write for your well-being on the occasion of the New Yesar
Mzy you be happy

May you remain in good health

May the god who looks aiter you

provide you with good things

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

Top 10 Spring Festivals
in 2014

Courtesy of www.earthtraveling.com

Kha b"Nisan Assyrian
in Western Asia

The Assyrian diaspora celebrates its New
Year (also the spring festival) by parades,
dances, parties and poetry recitals on April
1. Some Assyrians wear traditional costume
and dance in parks for hours. It is celebrated
in Iraq (one of the largest Assyrian New
Year celebration took place here in 2008),
Turkey, Syria. Because of the diaspora, the
day is celebrated also in Europe, United
States and Canada with food, music and
dance.
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Naoum E. Palak (Faik) - The Founders

Source: Modern Assyrian Research Archive (MARA)
(www.assyrianarchive.org)

By Tomas Beth-Avdalla, Sweden

Naoum E. Palak (Faik), the Assyrian nationalist whose
remembrance day is celebrated on February 5™ by As-
syrians world-wide, was active as a journalist and a pub-
lisher. The following is a short review of his journalistic
work.

Kawkab madenho (Star of the East) was the first peri-
odical that he published in the Assyrian city of Omid
(present day Diyarbakir, in southeastern Turkey). It was
published bi-weekly starting from July 1910 until at least
June 1912, the year that he immigrated to New Jersey,
the United States. It was published in three languages:
Ottoman Turkish, Arabic and (Classical) Assyrian; all
three languages were written using Assyrian alphabet.
The contents centered around literary, historical and lin-
guistic subjects and articles on church history as well as
news.

He was also a prolific writer in the periodical Intibah —
The Assyrians Monthly Paper, which was published by
Gabriel H. Boyajy in College Point, New York. This is
the oldest known Assyrian periodical published in the
United States, which was published from November
1909 until March 1915 when it ceased publication. Bo-
yajy, who also had his origin in the city of Omid, came
later to write articles for Naoum Palak’s next periodical,
Bethnahrin.

Naoum Palak started Bethnahrin (Mesopotamia) — The
Assyrian Paper, on 1st of January, 1916, in New Jersey.
The last issue we know of was published in February
1933, three years after his death. It was published in
three different editions, based on the language in which
it was published: Ottoman Turkish, Arabic and Assyrian.
These different editions were issued in parallel; the As-
syrian edition however, first came out in 1929. In the
first two editions, Turkish and Arabic, there were articles
in (Classical) Assyrian as well. Each edition had its own
volume subdivision and numbering. It is interesting to
note that for articles in Ottoman Turkish and Arabic,
Western Assyrian script (called Sers) was used and for
articles in Assyrian, Eastern Assyrian script was used.

Bethnahrin continued to be published for at least three
years after Palak’s death. It was first edited by Salim
Darakjy from Jersey City in New Jersey and was pub-
lished by Bshar Boyajy from Suffern, New Jersey, until
at least the August-September issue of 1932, when a
board (Board of Directors) took over consisting of John
Ashjy, Lutfy Boyajy and Salim Darakjy; and was pub-
lished by the priest Peter Barsoum from Central Falls,
Rhode Island, and Bshar Boyajy was its treasurer.
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During the time that Palak published Bethnahrin, he was
appointed as editor of the periodical Huyodo or KAuyada
— Union. Huyodo or Khuyada was the official organ of
the Assyro-Chaldean National Unity of America. It was
published in New York once a week. Samuel A. Jacobs
was assistant editor and I. B. Moorhatch, John Ashjy, S.
Baly and Joseph Durna were also on the editorial staff of
the paper. It was published in Eastern Assyrian, Ottoman
Turkish, Arabic, English and (Classical) Assyrian. The
first issue was published on 28 May, 1921, and the last
known issues was published on 25 March, 1922.

In the beginning of 1934 a new Assyrian periodical
appeared; it was a continuation of Bethnahrin, and was
called: The New Beth-Nahreen. The difference here was
that it was published in English only. It was published by
the New Beth-Nahreen Association Inc. in Teaneck,
New Jersey. The last known issue was published in the
middle of the year 1948.
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A Rising Assyrian Voice in Local Government

Matthew Jacob for Turlock City Council

\
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HTURLOCK CITY .,OUNCIL

November 4™, 2014 could mark the youngest Assyrian-
American to hold an elected political position in the
United States. Matthew Jacob graduated from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley with a degree in Politi-
cal Economy - additional studies at Stanford University
as well as at Peking University in Beijing, China prove
him to be seasoned academically and globally. Having
concentrated on Domestic Poverty Alleviation through
Policy, Politics, and Development set Matthew up as a
distinctively qualified candidate to tackle the many chal-
lenges Turlock faces. Strong optimistic qualities exude
as he states, “Turlock’s best days are surely ahead.”

Mayor John Lazar’s appointment of Mr. Jacob to the
City of Turlock Economic Development Force are tell-
ing of Matthew’s commitment and passion for public
service. The commission has been tasked with making
the city more attractive to new businesses and through
investment in the private sector. “Turlock has really

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

v‘

made waves among site selectors for major retailers with
the unprecedented success of our existing businesses -
Costco is a prime example. Our location outperforms
Modesto [Costco] and rivals even its Bay Area counter-
parts.”

Mr. Jacob attributes his aptitude for business develop-
ment to his involvement with the bridal salon, Bianca’s
Bridal Couture, founded by his grandmother, Janet Ja-
cob. “We have enjoyed consistent growth, even
throughout the economic recession, and under my lead-
ership have expanded revenues threefold.”

Proud of his heritage, Matthew is a strong proponent of
mobilizing minority groups as he currently serves on the
Stanislaus County Equal Rights Commission. “A united
voice is the only voice that is heard,” he says. “We are
promoting registration drives at the Assyrian-American
Civic Club of Turlock for the very purpose of expanding
1-2 ien . 38 sComan .
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our voter base and pushing forward the relevant issues
toward our community within government. We are great
in number and we need to grasp the importance of the
fact that we have been given a voice to make decisions
and to have greater influence within the political system
itself, which in turn leads to decisions made that lead our
daily lives.”

In reference to a voter registration form Matthew empha-
sizes, “Without this precious piece of paper, you effec-
tively relinquish your voice and become dependent on
the votes of others to choose Y OUR next leaders. It’s
vital to understand that the individuals voted into office
make decisions on your behalf that effect your everyday
life.”

Take a look at Matthew Jacob’s campaign cards and
you’ll notice the first of three calls to action is REGIS-
TER TO VOTE. The Matthew For Turlock campaign
website features links to RockTheVote.com, an initiative
launched by MTYV that seeks to simplify the registration
process. Matthew goes on to say, “It’s irrelevant whether
you are a Republican or a Democrat. My focus is on our
common bond - We are Assyrian-American’s. Partici-
pating in every election, but especially this November
can bring forth a momentous change for our betterment.”

Matthew is full of energy and has a new perspective on
the future of his hometown. “Supporting our campaign
is as easy as picking up your phone and calling your
friends and family members who reside in Turlock.” He
adds, “Let’s be honest, reaching out to our community
should be relatively easy as relationship is ingrained in
our great culture. Relationship and pride in our heritage

has kept us together despite our diaspora — let’s apply
these same principles to our political sphere. [ urge you
to emphasize to everyone you talk to how important it is
for them to become registered to vote and to make it out
to the polls this November.”

Joe Tuman, a fellow Assyrian-American running for
Mayor of Oakland, held a fundraiser event of which
Matthew was in attendance. “I don’t live in Oakland”
Matthew says, “but that sure didn’t stop me from show-
ing my support by being present and writing him a check
that evening.” Accordingly, non-tax deductible contri-
butions can be made directly to the Matthew For Turlock
2014 campaign through the website.

Matthew believes that “Support comes in many shapes
and sizes. You can spread the word on Facebook, talk to
your friends, put one of our bumper stickers on your car,
volunteer to walk precincts and display a lawn sign.”
His campaign team is committed to making it as conven-
ient as possible for anyone to get involved as resources
are freely available — just visit the website.

Turlock being an epicenter for Assyrian immigrants to
the United States teamed with a vibrant, rooted, and de-
termined Assyrian-American running for office is per-
fectly complimentary. Matthew emphasizes, “To each
and every individual that helps us run this race, [ cannot
thank you enough from the bottom of my heart.”

Keep in touch with the campaign through social media
as well as by visiting www.MatthewForTurlock.com

REGISTER 7 VOTE!

www.RockTheVote.com

SUPPORT 7z CAMPAIGN!
www.MatthewForTurlock.com

CAST yows VOTE!

November 4th, 2014
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Assyrian Genocide - Seyfo
1915-2014

YEARS o
DENIAL

April 2014 marks the 99th anniversary of the genocide
committed by the Ottoman Turks resulting in the lives of
3 million Armenians, Assyrians, and Pontic Greeks.

This was an intentional ethnic and religious cleansing as
a result of wanting to “Turkicize” the nation as: 1 nation
(Turkey), 1 language (Turkish), 1 religion (Islam), and 1
flag. Those who did not fit that paradigm were either
killed, driven out, or forcibly converted. Christians were
described as “an internal tumor that had to be cut away.”

The word “genocide” was created as a result of this
atrocity by Rafael Lemkin in 1944. “Lemkin became in-
terested in the concept of the crime, which later evolved
into the idea of genocide, which was based on the Arme-
nian [Assyrian, and Pontic Greek] experience at the hands
of the Ottoman Turks. Later, the experience of Assyrians
killed in Iraq during the 1933 Simele massacre.”

The Turkish government has repeatedly denied their ac-
tions for the past 99 years - 99 years too long. Turkey has
signed the International Human Rights Treaty which de-
fines what constitutes genocide and requires perpetrators
to be punished. However, the government has not an-
nounced any acknowledgement that their nation’s actions
resulted in the genocide.

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

In November of 2000, an Assyrian priest from St.
Mary's Syrian Orthodox Church in Diyarbakir, Turkey,
was arrested for affirming the Assyrian genocide of 1915.

In a time where information is so widespread and acces-
sible, it is time to let the truth be known: Turkey must be
held accountable for its horrendous actions committed
against the Armenian, Assyrian, and Pontic Greek people.

Real life stories from Seyfo carried with us
till today

By Berolin Deniz, Sodertdilje, SWEDEN

My grandmother was born shortly before Seyfo — the
genocide planned and conducted by the Turkish govern-
ment and Kurdish militia in the homelands of Assyrians,
present south-east of Turkey. My grandmother’s Christian
name was Rinde. But we knew her throughout life as
“jade Safo”. Jade meaning mother and Safo meaning end-
ing/clearance which became her name after Seyfo ended.
Although, Seyfo never really ended since the Assyrians
have been subjected to persecution, murder and ethnic
cleansing throughout 1900-2014. April 24th is the day of
remembering Seyfo. 99 years have passed without the
past and present victims of Seyfo having received com-
pensation. Nor have the Assyrians, collectively or indi-
vidually, symbolically or practically gotten recognition of
their collective trauma, personal tragedies or collective
loss.

My daughter is my grandmothers barshy (named after
grandmother); Sofie. She is named Sofie as a tribute to
the woman whose bread fed my family, whose hands
rocked her grandchildren, whose leg carried my oldest
brother to church when it came to his baptism. She con-
fused the names, thus it was only by coincidence my
brother was named Fuat — meaning heart. Or maybe it
wasn’t. Maybe she knew exactly what name she gave her
much beloved grandson. Her heart.

My brother, Dr. Fuat Deniz, became a man who came to
love knowledge more than anything else in this material
world. He dedicated his academic work to research about
Assyrian identity. I grew up listening and reading his nar-
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rations. They made profound impact on me and my sisters ~ “still in the cradle” when they took her in, so she had no
and brother. They also made great impact on an entire memories of her biological family. Growing up, the other
generation of young Assyrians who lived in Assyrian dias-  children were mean, telling her she was a child of nonbe-
pora in Sweden. We learned about Seyfo and could truely lievers, Kafir. When she was old enough to be married,

understand the agony our parents and grandparents en- she was taken to Midyat in order to purchase clothing and
dured. The horrific persecutions, the terrifying everyday gold for the soon-to-be bride. One of her biological broth-
life they lived and what had happened to the Assyrian na- ers saw her and recognized her instantly — she looked ex-
tion. actly like their mother. It was very difficult for a young
woman to deal with the fact that the family that raised her

In Greek, the word Sofia means knowledge/wisdom. actually had played a part in the killing of her biological
Although, there are things about her family and Assyrians  parents. My paternal grandfather, Gawrieh, maybe ten or
my daughter Sofie will never know, because that eleven years old, carried his wounded best friend on his
knowledge was lost with the victims of Seyfo; yet, she back into the woods when the village was attacked, leav-
can, like Assyrians throughout the globe speak up and ing a dead family behind.

give voice to our demands that Seyfo must end now.
When I was a child, my living grandparents told me

My brother’s life ended unexpectedly early. Too soon these stories. How the bellies of pregnant women were
for him, for us who loved him and for the Assyrian nation  ripped open, how breasts were cut off, how women were
which is in great need of scholars who can put light on our  raped, heads cut off, children abducted, churches burned
history. Our need for scholars still is great. My daughteris ~ down, villages left abandoned... I couldn’t question or
named Sofie because there is love, there is wisdom and doubt the historical truth in these stories because they
there is my brother. were narrated by eye-witnesses. Needless to say, [ had

countless nightmares inspired by Seyfo.

May all Assyrian martyrs rest in peace. You are not for-
gotten. Dear brother, I miss you deeply. You will never be My own two children, growing up in Sweden, the place
forgotten. my own parents chose when leaving the Lebanese Civil
War, are still unaware of the Christian genocide during
World War I. They are unaware of the bleeding wound on
our people’s collective consciousness. We need closure in

I would like to share the traces of the Assyrian genocide or(.ler to hgal. We need recognitiop S0 we can _teach our
in my family. Out of my grandparents, none had a normal children this painful part of our history, enabling us to

By Broula Barnohro Oussi, SWEDEN

upbringing. All grew up as orphans after their parents pass on these stories without hatred, with forgiveness in
were murdered, often slaughtered right before their chil- our hearts and an ability to look forward.
dren’s eyes.

Every genocide that remains unrecognized is a vacuum

My maternal grandmother’s sister was “adopted” after where a new one can take place. It is a living unfinished
her mother’s murder. She was raised a Muslim, eventually ~ time carried within us.
married an imam and gave him many children. My mater-
nal grandmother, Zahra, married my grandfather, an ortho-
dox priest. When the sisters were reunited as adults, they
found each other on the opposite sides of an abyss.

The story of my maternal grandfather, Issa, who later
took the name “Matta” (Matthew) when he became a
priest, is one I am unable to let go of. As a ten year old
child, he rescued his younger sister and fled from village
to village in search of salvation and security. It is told that
the sword was put over his head — in preparation for a be-
heading — countless times, but someone with a heart al-
ways intervened because he was still a child.

My paternal grandmother, Fayrouza, was raised by a
Kurdish family after her parents were murdered. She was
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Assyrian Physicians During the Christian Era

Compiled by Andrew Bet-Shlimon

Sargis of Rish-Aina (d. 536 AD) was a revered
scholar and translator of books of medicine. He was also
an excellent physician; he was the first to translate the
philosophical and medical works of the Greeks into Syri-
ac. Sargis of Rish-Aina was Archiater in his native town
and well versed in the Greek language and philosophy of
Aristotle. His manuscript, "Kthawa d'Sammane™ or
"Book of Medicine”, was pre-
served with the Church of the East
in Mosul until 1889. There are
other collections preserved at the
British Library.

Yosip, the Catholicos of the
Church of the East (551-567
AD) was a renowned physician.
Although wunpopular within the
Church of the East and disliked by
the bishops who later deposed
him, Yosip was respected by Sas-
sanid Shah Khusro-I for his medi-
cal skills.

Gabriel of Sinjar (7th century)
was born in Sinjar to an Assyrian
family adherent to the Syriac Or-
thodox belief. He was well re-
spected by the great Sassanid Shah
Khusro-II because of his medici-
nal skills. According to one ac-
count, Gabriel became a court phy-
sician after curing the sterility of
the shah's favorite wife. The shah's wife, Shirin, later
converted to the Syriac Orthodox belief because of Ga-
briel's influence.

The Bakht-Yishu Dynasty (Bakhtishu I, Jibrail I,
Jurjis (Gewargis), Bakhtishu II, Jibrail Bar Bakhtishu,
Bakhtishu III, Yuhannan Bar Bakhtishu, Ubeidullah Bar
Bakhtishu, Jibrail III, Ubeidullah II) was an Assyrian
family that was adherent to the Church of the East. The
family members served as physicians throughout the 7,
8" and 9™ centuries, spanning six generations and 250

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

This treatise on materia medica attributed to
Yuhanna Ibn Bukhtishu, a member of a fami-
ly of Assyrian physicians, includes both
Greek and local medicinal .

years. Some of them served as per-

sonal physicians of Caliphs. Gewargis, son of Bakht-
Yishu, was awarded 10,000 Dinars by Caliph al-Mansur,
after attending to his malady in 765 AD. The family
members were well versed in the Greek and Hindi sci-
ences (including the works of Plato, Aristotle, Pythago-
ras, and Galen), which aided them in translating the
medical texts while teaching at the
Academy of Gondeshapur. The
family eventually moved to Nis-
ibin, in northern Mesopotamia,
which was part of the Persian Em-
pire during the Sassanid era.

Yuhannan Bar Masuya (777—
857) was known in Arabic as
Yuhanna Ibn Masawaih. He was a
physician and the son of a pharma-
cist and physician from Gundisha-
pur. He later came to Baghdad and
studied under Jibrail Bar Bakh-
tishu. Yuhannan Bar Masuya was
the personal physician of four ca-
liphs and director of a hospital in
Baghdad. He composed a consid-
erable number of medical mono-
graphs, mostly in Syriac and Ara-
bic, on topics including fevers,
leprosy, melancholy, dietetics, eye
diseases, and medical aphorisms.
He also translated various Greek
medical works into Syriac. Many
anatomical and medical writings are credited to him, no-
tably the "Disorder of the Eye", which is the earliest ex-
tant systematic treatise on ophthalmology, the Latin
translation of which was very popular in the Middle Ag-
es. Yuhannan Bar Masuya was an adherent of the
Church of the East. He died in Samarra in 857.

|
|
!
{
!
|

Sargon the Assyrian (late 8" and early 9™ centuries)
was known to the Abbasid Caliphates as Sarjoon Al-
Ashuri. He was the personal physician of the Caliph Al-
Ma'mun (who reigned from 813-833 AD). He was well
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Hunayn Bar Ishaq

respected in the Caliphate courts because of his broad
knowledge in medicine. Sargon is also credited for sav-
ing the life of the patriarch of the Church of the East,
Timothaous-I “Timothy I’ (780-823), who was accused
of blasphemy toward Islam during a theological debate
in the court of Caliph Al-Ma'mun. Timothaous-I was
condemned to death by the Caliph, but was spared by the
intervention of Sargon the Assyrian, who was the court’s
head physician and an adherent of the Church of the
East.

Hunayn Bar Ishaq (809-873), or Hanania Bar Ishaq
(known in Arabic as Hunayn Ibn Ishaq), and his son
Ishag Bar Hunayn were masters of the translation
craft. Thanks to the renowned Assyrian physicians in
Baghdad and marvelous scholars like Hunayn, the medi-
cal knowledge of the Greco-Roman world of late antig-
uity was translated into Arabic and was thus used
throughout the Islamic world of the middle ages. The
work of Hunayn Bar Ishaq in medicine was immensely
influential over many centuries not only in the Islamic
world, but also in Europe. The works of Hunayn sur-
vived both in Arabic as well as in Assyrian. Once the
Arabic version was translated into Latin and reached
Western Europe, the textbook of Hunayn was treated as
a standard introduction to medicine until the sixteenth

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

century. He is credited with translating some 100 manu-
scripts into Syriac and 39 into Arabic, including the
works of Aristotle, Plato, and Ptolemy. He was aided in
this ambitious enterprise by his son Ishaq and his neph-
ew Hubaysh.

Yahya Bar Adai, or Yuhannan Bar Adai, was born
in Tikrit in 893. He studied philosophy and medicine
under Abu Bishr Matta Bar Yonan, who had also taught
Alfarabi. He translated numerous works of Greek philos-
ophy into Arabic, mostly from existing versions in Syri-
ac. The works include: Plato's Laws, Aristotle's Sophisti-
cal Refutations (from a Syriac translation by Theophilus
of Edessa) and Topics (from a translation by Hunayn Bar
Ishaq), and Theophrastus' Metaphysics. Yuhannan Bar
Adai also composed a number of philosophical and theo-
logical treatises. He died in 974.

Bar Hebraeus, or Bar Ebroyo (known in Arabic as
Gregorios Abu ‘| Faraj), was born in 1226 in Melitene,
Beth-Nahrain (Malatya, Turkey). He was the son of a
physician, Harun Bar Touma Malataya, who encouraged
him to study medicine as well as other academic disci-
plines. Due to his immense knowledge of various fields
of science, medicine, theology, and history, Bar Ebroyo
is known as “The Library of the 13™ Century”. He wrote
about history, theology, Syriac grammar, philosophy,
astronomy, and physics, and also composed poems and
medicinal treatises. He died on July 30, 1286, in Mara-
gha (northwestern Iran) and was buried at the Mar Mattai
Monastery near Mosul.

There ware many
more Assyrian physi-
cians and scholars who
specialized in medi-
cine; however, we
hope that the few
names we have men-
tioned are sufficient
enough to give the
readers of Nineveh
magazine a brief
glance at an impressive
array of the rich cul-
ture, history, and great
works of so many As-
syrian scholars.

Gregorious Bar Ebroyo
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Sacrifice at the Bridge

By Robert Ewan, London

The ancient Zakho or Dalaleh Bridge is located on the
River Khabour near the Iraqi-Turkish border. It was
built near a major trade route that linked present-
day Iraq and Iran to the ports of East Mediterrane-
an and Asia Minor. In the past, the bridge was very
important, as it was the only place one could cross the

an ancient one. The famous Arab

traveler Muhammad bin Ahmed known as Al Maqdisi,
who studied and travelled extensively in Iraq, stated in
his book in 985 AD that the bridge was built at least
1000 years ago. Another traveler, Khalaf al Baqi, visit-
ed the bridge and recorded the ruins of an old town and

River Khabour. Convoys of
traders, carrying raisins and
cotton, and military brigades
all passed this bridge.

The bridge is about 114
meters long and 4.70 meters
wide, the height from the wa-
ter surface is 15.50 meters.
The walls are put together in
a beautiful and decorated way
by using lime for plastering
the walls and consist of a

wide and high arch in the

The legend
of Dalaleh Bridge
(Gishra d'Dalaleh)
is one of the most pop-
ular and widespread
legends passed down
by many generations
of Assyrians

a castle on a hill called Kraa
Baft.

The explorer Ibin Shaddad,
who lived during the 13th
century Iraq,  visited  the
bridge and mentioned the ru-
ins of a town he -called
Khanga Bafta. The famous
English traveler Gertrude Bell
commented about the bridge
in her book A murath to Amu-
rath, which was published
in London in1910.

middle and other smaller arches on the sides, there are
five arches in total. The stones used in the construction
of the bridge vary in size — some are more than a meter
in length and 80 centimeters wide. On the eastern arch-
es of the bridge, there are rare drawings of the 12 astro-
logical signs unseen on any other bridge in the area.

Many historians have researched the bridge’s history
but no one has managed to conclude the year it was
built and by who, as the bridge’s stones have no origi-
nal inscriptions or writing to indicate who built it.
Some think it may have been built during Byzantine
times. Others believe it was built later and dates back
to the Abbasid era, between 8" and 13th century. Some
say it was built by Seleucus I Nicator who founded the
Seleucid dynasty following the breakdown of Alexan-
der’s empire.

Some archaeologists in Iraq think The Dalaleh
Bridge was erected by one of the Badinan Sultans; but
it is certain that the bridge was built on the remains of
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Like every ancient bridge in the world,
the Dalaleh Bridge has its own story to tell. One of the
stories revolves around a young man in the Abbasid era
that fell in love with a girl living in the village on the
opposite side of the river; he built the bridge so he
could be with her. Another story focuses on a Turkish
architect who came to Zakho in the middle Ages. Once
he completed the bridge, the Turkish governor had one
of his hands amputated to ensure that the bridge would
remain unique.

By far the most popular and widespread legend re-
garding the bridge is an endearing tale, passed down by
many generations of Assyrians. According to this leg-
end, many builders and masons were gathered to build
the bridge under the leadership of the master builder.
The builder built the bridge by constructing both ends
and then having them linked in the middle. During the
day, the workers would complete the center of the
bridge only to crumple by night. This incident contin-
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ued for weeks. As the last ray of sun had lifted upon the
horizon, the agitated builders sat bewildered and con-
fused at what was causing the collapse of the base. After
several hours of discussions, they all concurred that the
bridge must be cursed by God and as a last resort an of-
fering must be made to God. Therefore, they decided to
sacrifice the first thing that walked into the building site
by placing it at the base of the bridge. They all pledged
to keep this as a secret. Most of the builders broke their
promise and told their wives and children not to come
near the bridge. The master builder kept his vow.

As the morning sun unfolded, the builders resumed their

task of building the center of the bridge. To the horror of
the master builder he saw his daughter-in-law, Dalaleh,
approaching the bridge with her dog. The noise of her
singing set the air alight. She was bringing food to the
builders. Sometimes the dog would overtake her and oth-
er times would fall behind her.

As it happens, luck interfered with pitiless cruelty and
as she approached the bridge her dog fell behind her. Her
distraught father-in-law fainted and collapsed. Dalaleh
sprinkled some water on his face, and as he opened his
eyes he clutched her tightly, he took a deep breath as if
preparing to pronounce a deep sentence. He told her
about the vow made by the builders and that she will be

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

encased in the foundations of the central pillar. To the
amazement of the father-in-law, Dalaleh agreed to fulfil
their vow and immolate herself for the benefit of her be-
loved people. The ferocity of her desire shocked him, but
there was nothing he could do to stem it.

Dalaleh was placed at the foundations of the central
pillar. Her father in law allowed for a small gap in his
building so that she could breathe and they could pass
food and water to her. The distraught builders resumed
their work. A renewed energy swept through them
spurred by the encouraging words from Dalaleh.

When the last gleam of light faded the gloomy builders
returned to their homes. A kind of stillness descended on
the village, heavy, cloying, like the stillness before the
storm; thereafter there was no sound except for the
screams of a child longing for his vanished mother. A
melancholy mist hung over the bridge, in the silent night
tears leaked from Dalaleh’s eyes and dripped down her
cheeks, but no matter how hard she cried nor how deeply
she sobbed the desolation did not dissipate. She thought
of her son and was wracked by sorrow and longing for
the days she held him in her arms.

(Continue on page 13)
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Februniye (Akyol) Benno
First Assyrian and female Mayor of Mardin, Turkey elected

Akyol, the daughter of a silversmith, is a member of the
Syriac community, an ancient branch of the Christian
faith whose followers still speak a version of Aramaic,
the language of Jesus Christ. The region of Tur Abdin
near Mardin, a plateau dotted with monasteries that go
back to the fourth century, is the Syriacs’ historical
heartland.

Turkey has had Christian mayors of smaller towns be-
fore, and in 2011 the Syriac politician Erol Dora, also
running on a BDP ticket, became the first Christian
member of parliament in Ankara since the 1960s. But
Akyol is the first Christian to govern one of Turkey’s
30 metropolitan municipalities.

The Syriac community, which numbered around
200,000 people in Tur Abdin a century ago, was deci-
mated by the
massacres  of
Anatolian
Christians dur-
ing World
War I, when
Syriacs shared
the fate of the
Armenians. In
the  decades
that followed,
many
vors and their
descendants
fled poverty,
persecution
and the war

survi-
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Februniye Akyol, who prefers to go by her
Assyrian name, Febronia Benno, a 25-year
-old Assyrian and a political novice, was
elected co-mayor of Mardin, thus becoming
the first Christian woman to lead one of
Turkey's 30 metropolitan municipalities.

between the Turkish state and Kurdish rebels in the re-
gion to settle in Europe. Today, a total of 150,000 Syri-
acs live in Germany, Sweden and Switzerland. Some
15,000 are in Istanbul, but less than 5,000 remain in Tur
Abdin.

Although Turkey began issuing appeals for Syriacs to
return to their homeland in the early 2000s and
strengthened social and religious rights under the coun-
try’s EU membership application, Akyol said her com-
munity did not yet enjoy full democratic privileges.
“Syriacs here are still not free, they can’t live in peace,”
Akyol said.
The newly elected mayor’s own name is a case in point.
Born and christened Fabronia Benno, she had to run for
office under her official Turkish name, Februniye
Akyol, because of long-standing restrictions on the cul-
tures and languages of ethnic and religious minorities in
Turkey.

Since the Syri-
acs are not

officially rec-
ognized as a
religious mi-
nority by the
Turkish state,
they are not
allowed their
own schools to
teach their
ancient lan-
guage to their
children.

-
-
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P O EM (Continue from page 10)

Dalaleh’s sister wept bitterly as she saw her child
calling for his mum. There was something about his

Assyl‘ian Magic cries that made her husband cover his ears and flee, as
if the moans of some poor, damned soul had leaked
By Liam David Parrot, § years old out of hell. It was a sound of torment and it drilled into

the most primal part of his brain. A sudden surge of
anger welled up inside him and he picked his axe and
headed for the bridge. He took a deep breath flooding
his body with oxygen and started hammering at the
base like a tormented madman.

Every time he hit the base of the bridge, Dalaleh
could feel pain inside her. She pleaded to him to stop
and to go back and raise their child. She told him that
she is carrying the bridge on her shoulders. Her hus-
band could not hear her cries and, his eyes were mist
with tears and continued hitting the bridge until he
collapsed.

Dalaleh saw his pale and haggard face devoid of life.
A chilling howl of lament emerged from her throat;
her wails of pain had reached the vaults of heaven. Her
heart banged her ribs as if it wanted out; she felt heav-

ens spreading inside her. She breathed long and deep,

Assyrian magic swirling in my blood. slowly her eyes closed. She suffered the torments of
martyrdom and in her agonies transcended all ago-

All the Assyrian smiles delight me in my nies.

sleep. . . .
p With the construction of modern concrete and iron

The As syri an foods bri ghtenin g my Spil‘itS bridges in the area, the Dalaleh Bridge has become

much less important. But locals still use the bridge to
as I speak.

get from one Zakho neighborhood to another and the
bridge, with its five arches and large stones, still has
an undeniable charm.

All the great Assyrian foods like “chada” or

“red rice and steak” it’s almost
The Dalaleh Bridge is mostly a tourist attraction now
so delicious that after I take a bite I can and according to Zakho’s tourism department, be-
barely speak. tween 100,000 and 150,000 persons visit the site each
year. However, the bridge is in urgent need of mainte-
I don’t know why but right when I see my nance. Several civil society organizations in Iraq de-

ASS rian grandmothers face it manded that the brldge be better maintained and n
3 9
accordance to UNESCO’s scientific standards and to

jIlSt sparks a ]ight of happiness in my eyes. have this bridge listed as one of the world’s important
archaeological sites. One only wonders: will this his-

I’'m g]ad to be Assyrian! torical relic go the same way as so many of Iraq’s lost
antiquities have?
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Assyrian Aid Society-University Chapter, Davis

Established

By Ivet Lolham and Bianca Davoodian

The birth of a new chapter for the Assyrian Aid Society
of America, AAS-A, took place in the heart of California
at the University of California at Davis. The chapter was
initiated by Samuel Isaiah, AAS-A Sacramento President
and Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering student at
UC Davis at the time, in collaboration with Dr. Sevini
Shahbaz, UC Davis Medical Student at the time and
founder of the Assyrian Group at Davis. The Assyrian
Aid Society-University Chapter, Davis (AAS-UC, Davis)
began in 2012 and was recognized by the mother organi-
zation as officially established in September 2013. The
novel title addition, namely University Chapter, signifies
that the chapter is lead solely by students, undergraduates
and graduates alike, at the respective university.

With a plethora of studious and innovative Assyrians lo-
calized near Sacramento as they are in attendance to the
University of Cali-
fornia at Davis, initi-
ating a University
Chapter was a wise
move. Samual Isaiah
notes, “The ultimate
reason for establish-
ing this chapter
[AAS-UC Davis] is
to raise awareness
and to promote our
culture in order to
demonstrate our ex-
istence, passion and
pride to and within
one of the largest
public universities in
the nation [UC Da-
vis].”

The Assyrian Aid Society of America is a non-
governmental organization devoted to helping Assyrians
in the ancestral homeland, Bet Nahrin. Established in
1991 in response to suffering Assyrians in Iraq at the time
of the First Gulf War, AAS-A continues to expand its in-
fluence across the United States by initiating local chap-
ters, or subsections, through utilizing Assyrian leaders
who are passionate and dedicated toward this common
cause.

“Our goal is to educate the community about Assyrians
and our target audience is college students since they are
our future and have the ability to pass their knowledge on
to society” says Dr. Sevini Shabaz, Vice-President of
AAS-UC, Davis. She hopes that this innovative Universi-
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ty Chapter concept continues to “spread to all major Uni-
versities in the nation.” She advises other students to cata-
lyze this cause, “It only takes one person to make a
change. We started with only four committed members
and already have more than a dozen as we continue to
grow!”

In an effort to fundraise and rally support for the Assyri-
ans in Iraq who are receiving an Assyrian education in
Bet Nahrin, AAS-UC, Davis has held various social activ-
ities that are open for all to attend, Assyrian and non-
Assyrian alike. Hiking trips, backgammon tournaments,
monthly house meetings and barbeques, local sporting
events and other activities allow this organization to
thrive by promoting participation amongst members while
simultaneously raising awareness within the community.
Appointed officers of the
establishment include
Andrew Davoodian —
President, Dr. Sevini
Shahbaz — Vice Presi-
dent, Tamila Betyaghoub
- Coordinator, Lawrence
Joseph - Secretary, and
Adorina Betgorgiz -
Treasurer.

President of the Assyrian
Aid Society of America,
Ashur J. Yoseph re-
marked, “Even though
the Sacramento and Da-
~ vis Chapters of the As-
syrian Aid Society of
America are the newest
chapters, they have been able to accomplish much more
than I had, personally, anticipated. The chapter is made
up of very young, energetic and professional - or soon to
be professional - volunteers. The level of energy and
commitment is absolutely intoxicating. I truly enjoy
spending time with them as they, and other leaders like
them throughout the organization, are the future of the
Assyrian Aid Society of America. We [the Assyrian peo-
ple] have a very bright future ahead!”

More information can be found at www.assyrianaid.com
as well as on Facebook through A ssyrian A id Society
University Chapter, Davis
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Stanislaus County Taking Initiative to Care for
Assyrian Mental Health Needs

Introducing The Assyrian Wellness Collaborative

By Elizabeth Purto

The Assyrian community has long been underserved
and under-recognized. In late 2013 a group of Assyrians
and Non-Assyrians in Stanislaus County banned together
in an effort to make a change. The Assyrian Wellness
Collaborative, AWC, was developed to empower the
Assyrian community, provide resources, develop com-
munity leadership skills, build youth leadership, engage
the elderly in treatment, and perhaps most importantly
perhaps to de-stigmatize mental health.

A

Assyrian Community here in Stanislaus County. Our
department is here to support and strengthen the Assyri-
ans here so that they can act on their own behalf toward
promotion of the wellbeing of their people.” She adds,
“Through immersing myself, [ have come to love the
Assyrian culture.” More can be learned about this or-
ganization through their website www.stancounty.com/
bhrs.

The Executive Committee Board is

A plethora of possibilities prevail as
to why many Assyrians are under-
served. They may not vocalize their
needs due to the stigmatization of
mental health in the community, or
perhaps due to the lack of resources
available in the language. Whatever
the reasons may be there is a need that
thus far has not been fulfilled; a need
for mental health services including
counseling and peer support from
trusted local professionals as well as a

expected to continue filling posi-
tions through 2014 as to ensure that
all aspects of leadership and out-
reach are covered in order to create
a stable, lasting, and unabridged
organization. “We are working hard
to set a firm foundation consisting
of solid, learned, and motivated
team players so that this organiza-
tion may thrive and eventually ex-
pand. The big picture is to redefine
mental health to the local Assyrian

need for youth and community leader-

ship. There is a need for elder Assyrian support and en-
gagement, health and wellness education and lastly but
certainly not least for immigration support and services.

As a direct result of the evident need and with the push
of local community leaders, fellow Assyrian Carmen
Morad teamed with Stanislaus County’s Behavioral
Health and Recovery Services — Prevention and Early
Intervention, BHRS-PEI, representative Theresa Zamora
to bring into existence the Assyrian Wellness Collabora-
tive. Carmen states, “I had been a Stanislaus County
Equal Rights Commissioner for years and a very active
advocate in the community, at large. My intention has
always been to serve the Assyrian community, which
had been underserved in Stanislaus County. When I saw
the opportunity to establish a dialogue and resources for
the Assyrian community to thrive, I seized it.”

A Non-Assyrian, Theresa Zamora of Stanislaus County’s
BHRS-PEI says, “My goal is to reach out to diverse
communities. There is a need within the vastly growing
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community and to eventually dis-
seminate our programs and resources to Assyrians glob-
ally,” says Bianca Davoodian, Secretary; Education and
Youth Outreach Director. “Thanks to this era of ex-
panding social media, we can begin reaching out all over
the world even now. Our team is doing an amazing job
with our Facebook outreach and I would encourage eve-
ryone to connect with us there. Our objective is to reach
beyond our comfort zone and start conversations — a
controversial one is better than none. We can only go up
from here!”

The Assyrian Wellness Collaborative will continuously
be open to partnering and collaborating with various or-
ganizations, as well as be seeking to increase constitu-
ents. If you are interested in learning more about the
Assyrian Wellness Collaborative initiative or would like
to contribute in any way, email AssyrianWell-
ness@gmail.com and/or connect through Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/AssyrianWellness.
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Gishru Experience

By Edessa E. Kiryakos

“The only thing I desire from the Lord is that He will not
take away my soul until I have seen you, homeland.” -
Nau“The only thing I desire from the Lord is that He
will not take away my soul until I have seen
you, homeland.” - Naum Faiq

On May 10, a few panelists including myself, -|
Dr. Robert Karoukian, Mr. Firas Jatou, and
Mr. Nardin Sarkis decided to report and share
our experiences in Assyria (Northern Iraq) at
the Assyrian American Association of San
Jose hall. The topics discussed were: invest-
ment opportunities, education, the Gishru ex-
perience, and ancient sites. Dr. Karoukian,
Nardin, and I had the pleasure of visiting via
the Assyrian birthright trip, Gishru
(www.gishru.com).

The panel began with Nardin discussing his
experience of going to Turkey and Iraq via
Gishru. We started in Southeast Turkey in
Mardin and Midyat, and drove into Northern
Iraq visiting Zakho, Nohadra, Alqosh, Barwar, Nahla,
Arbil, Simile, and the Nineveh Plains. Participants from
Canada, Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland joined us as
well. Highlights of his portion included all that we had
experienced in both countries, as well as his personal
testament to the wonderful experience. He had men-

i o e
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tioned that as an Assyrian born in the United States, it
was important for him to visit our “Atra d’awahatan”
and tie his identity to our physical land, people, artifacts,

S

and to be an eye-witness of what is happening in our
land.

I then concentrated on the topic that is near and dear to
me: education. Highlights of my portion were discussing
the incredible experience of going to one of roughly 60
Assyrian schools, Akkad, and seeing all of the subjects
and curriculum in the school being taught in Assyrian, as
well as Arabic and Kurdish. The students were well be-
haved and when having the opportunity to talk to them
and ask their names they all had Assyrian names like
“Ashuraya, Shrara, and Nahrain.” We also had the op-
portunity to visit the dormitory for the college students
in Nohadra. They serve primarily for college students
who are from the Assyrian villages but are studying in
Nohadra. While the government provides financial sup-
port, Assyrian Aid Society takes a lot of the financial
responsibility in transporting the students, providing ad-
ditional salaries to the teachers, printing the textbooks
and more.
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Firas spoke on investment opportunities that
are available in Northern Iraq. The types of
investment are buying land both residential
and/or for business. Doing business as a for-
eigner is not difficult in northern Iraq and has
medium risk - not too high and not too low. He
also mentioned that partnering with Assyrians
there would help with understanding the in-
vestment logistics of that region. For more
information about investment, you may con-
tact Firas at firas@aaasj.org.

Lastly, Dr. Karoukian spoke on ancient sites
that we saw both in Turkey and Northern Iraq.
We had a wonderful opportunity to visit
Deyrulzafaran Monastery in Mardin, the house
of the late Naum Faiq, Mor Gabriel Monas-
tery, Assyrian villages in Turkey such as
Enhil, the Delaleh bridge in Zakho, King San-
herib’s Aqueduct, Hakkari Mountains, the As-
syrian village of Alqosh, and much more. In
addition, Dr. Karoukian spoke about his visit
to the ancient Assyrian remnants in Nimrud
and Khinnis, which unfortunately are not be-
ing kept in the best conditions. Fun fact: be-

able to read some of the ancient artifacts.

Visiting Assyria - especially during Assyrian New Year -
was the most incredible experience I have had up to date.
The friends that [ have met both in Iraq and around the
world are friends that will be near and dear to my heart
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cause of his ability to read Akkadian, Dr. Karoukian was
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forever. Together, we experienced an opportunity so
unique and important for us. We carry a responsibil-
ity to ensure we continue to work for our people,
continue to speak our language, and continue edu-
cating people on who the Assyrians are. | am cau-
tiously optimistic that with the Nineveh Plains prov-
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ince we can finally gain security for our people in our
own land. Although we are scattered across the world,
we still remain as one. I think every young Assyrian per-
son needs to experience this trip for themselves to truly

understand how beautiful it is. There was a term thrown
around during the trip, “born again Assyrian” that many
people used to describe their awakening and their new-
found meaning in being an Assyrian. It reminded me of “Atour pes ha w zona b’shat lq
the late Ninos Aho’s poem “Aturaya Khata” and in the
words of Malfono Ninos Aho,

Atour pesha w tareekh b’saghid
Atour pesha w burja b’yasiq
Atour pesha w hich leh napla!”
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Bishop Mar Aprim, The Early Years

By Solomon S Solomon

Handsome and soft-spoken, Bishop Mar Aprim Khamis
looks younger than his true age. Born in Habbania in
January 1943, Mar Aprim, then known as Edward
Khamis, graduated from the Teacher’s Institute in
Ramadi after first finishing High School, and was duly
appointed a teacher in the public schools where he taught
for nine years. At the same time, conscious of his desti-
ny, the future Bishop studied the Assyrian language, the
Bible and theology under Archdeacon Akhiqar Haji, the
priest of the Church of Mar Giwargis in Habbania. Also
participating in his education were Rabi Sheem Michael
and Rabi Zero Amro.

During the second visit of Patriarch Mar Ishai Shimon to
Iraq in 1971, Mar Ishai approached Mar Aprim with an
offer of Bishop but Edward declined after deep thinking.
Following Mar Ishai’s resignation in July 1973, Bishop
Mar Youalaha hinted to Mar Aprim of the need of
Church of the East, to consecrate new bishops. A month
later, Bishops Mar Dinkha and Mar Narsai, repeated the
offer to Mar Aprim and this

On October 17, 1976, Mar Aprim took part in the Lon-
don meeting that elected Mar Khnania Dinkha as Patri-
arch. At the same time, Mar Narsai was elevated to the
rank of Metropolitan and Mar Aprim was confirmed in
his new position as Bishop for North America. While in
Chicago, the new bishop continued his studies earning a
Master in Theology in 1994.

What followed was a great expansion of the Church of
the East in the new world with new congregations being
established, clergy being ordained, and infrastructure
being maintained. Bishop Mar Aprim was in the thick of
it and he proved worthy of the challenge.

These days Mar Aprim is presiding over the Diocese of
the South-West. It is a fairly new diocese and the news
from there is that Bishop Mar Aprim is doing well. May
our Lord be with him always.

time he agreed. The next
month he was consecrated in
the Cathedral of Mar Zia in
Baghdad.

However, the new bishop
did not stop studying lan-
guage and theology. During
the Beirut Chruch Council
of September 1973, he
helped Metropolitan Mar
Yousip and Bishop Mar
Youalaha supervise the af-
fairs of the church, and dur-
ing the second Beirut con-
ference of November 1975,
it was decided to temporari-
ly send Bishop Mar Aprim
to America to run the affairs
of the Church of the East in
the United States and Cana-
da. He arrived there on May
29, 1975.

Photo taken in Beirut, Lebanon in 1973
Standing from Left: Mar Aprim, Mar Narsai, Mar Dinkha, Mar Youalaha
Sitting from Left: Mar Youkhanna, Metropolitan Mar Yousip, Mar Timotheus
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The Books of
Naoum E. Palak (Faik)

Source: Modern Assyrian Research Archive (MARA)
(www.assyrianarchive.org)
By Tomas Beth-Avdalla, Sweden

Just as Naoum E. Palak was a publisher of a number of
periodicals , he also authored several works. In the previ-
ous article, a short presentation was given on his maga-
zines; here is a presentation on his known works.

According to available listings Naoum Palak had writ-
ten and/or translated up to 35 books, of which approxi-
mately 20 are named.

These include glossaries of Assyrian loanwords in lan-
guages such as Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Armenian,
Kurdish and English; an Arabic-Assyrian Dictionary and
a list of Greek loanwords in the Assyrian language. He
also authored books on Geography and Mathematics; a
book on History of Mesopotamia; a book about the As-
syrian Diaspora in the US, and a Bible Index. Further-
more, he wrote about the Assyrian schools of Urhoy
(Edessa) and Nsibin (Nisibis); books for teaching As-
syrian; songs and poems; and translations of the works of
Benjamin Franklin and the Rubaydt of Omar Khayyam.

Of these, the following books have been located and
secured by MARA:
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This is a book for teaching Assyrian; the first part. All
the words are transcribed with Latin characters and trans-
lated into English. The book was published in 1917 by
the Assyrian National School Association of America,
Inc. In the 48-page book includes some of his famous
songs and poems.
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This is a collection of nationalistic songs and poems by
Naoum Palak in different languages; Assyrian, Ottoman
Turkish and Arabic. The book, which is 84 pages, was
published in 1917 in the United States.

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2 22

Alcluanan goudd cliAfws ol ciaAsl .3

danclawis
Saxtaluly clasmoia e wmoaail alaAal

«1913

Like the previous book, this is also a collection of
songs and poems, but with the difference that in this
book the poems are by other authors including: Khuri
Hanna, Hanna Seri Cheqqi, Nasif Hanna Qarami, Rahab
Afram Barsom (later Patriarch) and Yaqub Fahmi. It is
not mentioned where the book was printed, but from the
name “Intibah geridesi matbaasanda”, it is likely the
United States, where the magazine Intibah was pub-
lished, in New York. The book is 47 pages. All poems
are in Ottoman Turkish and Arabic.
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This is an etymological dictionary of Assyrian loan-
words in Arabic, specifically the Arabic which was used
in the city of Omid (present Diyarbakir). The book is 284
pages, in Arabic but using Assyrian script. MARA does
not have a copy of this book; it is only available at New
York Public Library as well as private collections in Syr-
ia and Lebanon.
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Naoum Palak translated Rubaiyyat of the famous 12th
Century Persian author, Omar Khayyam. The translation
is incomplete and was never published, it is only a manu-
script in his own handwriting. According to information
on the cover page of the book, the book was translated
from Persian into (Classical) Assyrian in October 18,
1918. Some of the verses are also translated into Otto-
man Turkish (using Assyrian alphabet), but whether it is
the translation of Naoum Palak or not is not known.
Some verses are also in the original language, Persian
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(with Persian characters).

These five books are works by Naoum Palak. There
are also several books about and in tribute to him; in-
cluding:

Naum Faiq — Zikra wa takhlid which is a tribute to
Naoum Palak, is the comprehensive book written about
him. Murat Chiqqe compiled it and it was printed in Da-
mascus in 1936. It is a collection of texts written by Pa-
lak’s contemporaries from different parts of the world
and in different languages; Ottoman Turkish, Arabic,
Armenian, (Classical) Assyrian, English and German.
The book also contains examples of Palak’s own writ-
ings.

David B. Perley, a well-known lawyer and author, con-
tributed with an article that was published in the above-
mentioned book under the title: A Brief Study in the Pa-
lak Nationalism (pages 280-286). Here is a quotation
from that article which describes Naoum Palak very well
both as a person and an author:

“He owes his celebrity as much to his writings as to
his actions. They are striking examples of the rarest sort
of expository skill. Gifted with an extraordinary lucid
mind, he was the sworn enemy of every form of obscuri-
ty. Had he chosen to devote his energies to pure scholar-
ship as his generous endowments would have suggested,
the highest academic distinctions would doubtless have
come to him. He is not a debtor to any human institution
of learning. He possessed no formal education, neither
bachelor, master, nor doctor of any art, science or phi-
losophy he was. He was born with a free and controlling
genius. He is especially distinguished by originality. He
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was eloquent, more particularly, in his poems. He trans-
formed the inmost truth of his nation into music and
verse. His songs, as we place them on our lips, strike an
answering chord in almost every heart among us. What
tears has he not shed over the calamities of his race!
What mournings has he not entertained for his dear per-
secuted brothers and sisters! What ashes has he not put
over his head because Ashur Yoosuf, “the master-light
of all our seeing”’, was strangled!”
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2"! Annual Assyrian Night of the Arts

Hosted by AAS-Sacramento and AAS-UC, Davis

By Ivet Lolham and Bianca Davoodian

Musicians: Ramina Sarmicanic, Lorraine Davis,
Maryam and Shamiran Kouchari

The second annual Assyrian Night of the Arts was a
huge success. The event took place on May 3™, 2014 in
Orangevale, California. With raw talent set to perform
on stage and an eager audience with open ears, the music
was melodious. Dinner was served while an auction and
silent auction made the event thrilling as items such as
various art pieces and Assyrian artifacts, amongst other
desirable pieces, were at hand.

To recap, the success and desire for more from attendees
marked last years’ event as the First Annual Assyrian
Night of the Arts. The achievements made in April,
2013 motivated local Assyrian artists, singers, comedians
and speakers to continue contributing. A musician, Peter
Ibrahim, says, “I am thankful to have been included in
this years’ Night of the Arts. It is a pleasure to sing at
Assyrian Aid Society events because of how subscribed I
am to their mission and dedication.”

Keynote speakers for the event included Andrew
Davoodian, AAS-University Chapter, Davis President,
and Nora Betyousef Lacey, CEO of Cell Marque Corpo-
ration. Andrew put forth a challenge to all Assyrians to
live up to their identity and do something great for our
people and Nation. Nora’s speech revealed the correla-
tion of philanthropy to well-being and happiness as she
stated, “In order for growth to take place [within commu-
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nities], people must adopt a philanthropist
mindset and give back to the communities
they reside in and identify with.”

Honorary guests included Narsai David, As-
syrian Aid Society of America President
Ashur J. Yoseph along with his board of
directors, as well as officers from all the
chapters across the United States.

Performers included singers Lorraine Davis,
Ramina Sarmicanic, Peter Ibrahim, Sha-
miran Kouchari and Maryam Kouchari with
instrumentalists Samual Isaiah and David
Khedry. The Masters of Ceremony were
Ivet Lolham, who aspires to pursue a career
in medicine in order to cater to the Assyrian
community, and Ramuel Safarkoolan, a cur-
rent student of mechanical engineering.

"Utilizing local performers gave us an opportunity to
showcase what Sacramento has to offer. The artists were
amazing and kept the energy high throughout the even-
ing,” said Roshel Aghassi, President of the Assyrian Aid
Society, Sacramento Chapter. “Being a part of the As-
syrian Aid Society has been an amazing experience as |
have had the opportunity to learn and share more about
my heritage. I am very proud being a part of this youth-
ful Chapter.”

It would not be a complete Assyrian event had the even-
ing not been accompanied with Assyrian music and khig-
ga, Assyrian folk dance. Guests were satiated with the
wonderfully schemed sequence of events that took place.
It did not end there as a beautiful gathering took place
the following morning near the breathtaking E1 Dorado
Hills hosted by Nora Betyousef Lacey. Guests enjoyed a
bountiful Assyrian breakfast including, but most certain-
ly not limited to, the typical ‘lakhma, goopta, and chai
khelya’ while gazing out to the orchards and listening to
the melodies of a harmonious harpist.

The evening was one not to be forgotten and to be antici-
pated for many years to come. Through events like this
one Assyrians can gather and celebrate their heritage
together, while simultaneously contributing toward an
esteemed cause.
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Preserving the Future

By Tamara O Benjamin

As we celebrate our 50 years in existence, we remember
the volunteers whose dedication and perseverance creat-

ed the Assyrian Foundation of America into the respect-

able, admired and cherished organization it is today. We
reflect on how far we have come and envision where we

will be 50 years from now.

As a wife, mother of two small children and now the
Education Chair, where we are going is always on my
mind. How will we be celebrating 50 years from today?
What will come of our future and our organization?
What is the glue that will keep our nation, culture, or
identity going for 50 more years?

As a mother, | consciously speak Assyrian with my
children. I have since they were born. And although nei-
ther of my children are in school, their language of
choice is English. Though their father speaks English, he
does make-a commendable effort to learn and try to en-
courage Assyrian in our home, but outside of our home
we live in America. A world where English is the lan-
guage of choice. How can I or anyone else compete with
that? I think about my small role in the big picture and
want to make sure my efforts make a difference but of-
ten times I feel defeated.

Since I do speak Assyrian, both kids understand every-
thing I say. I’ve tried different tactics to encourage an
Assyrian response but again English dominates. We
work on the Assyrian Alphabet, numbers and words and
sometimes it feels like it pays off.
Especially when my eldest asks,
“mom how do we say fog in Assyr-
ian”, it melts my heart. But it is also
a sign that the gears in his brain are
turning and he does understand
there is a difference between lan-
guages. Does he prefer not to be
different? Does he understand that
since English is the language of
choice in our neighborhood, on TV,
radio and everywhere else, he
would rather speak English? I re-
cently downloaded the Assyrian
alphabet application on my i-phone
and encourage him to use it. He
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tries it for a few minutes, but he’s more entertained and
interested in the English counterpart. Why, I am not
sure?

Since I am living in such a formidable time for our
future. I would love to tap into the interaction of my kids
and channel their energy into books, games, CDs or
DVDs that are young, fun, contemporary and relative,
embracing our Assyrian and American culture. [ am
encouraging our readers, to collaborate and fulfill a
niche market that needs to be exploited. We need to
merge our scholars young and old, integrate our technol-
ogy gurus and creative minds to look forward and build
the road for the next 50 years.

Many of our volunteers, are our parents, many who
will work for our people until they can no longer and
when the time comes they will need to pass the torch and
how devastating will it be when there won’t be anyone
waiting to accept it. I don’t share these thoughts as a
doomsday scenario. I share these thoughts as a young
mother of a young family living in an American city
wanting to find a solution to a problem that so many oth-
er families are facing.

We remember our genocide every year and pay tribute
to the women, men and children that died to preserve our
nation and we need to always remember our past, but we
need to work towards the future, so that none of their
senseless deaths were in vain.
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4th Annual
Members' Appreciation Event

By Donatella Yelda

On April 27, 2014,
the AFA held its
Fourth Member’s Ap-
preciation Event with a
special presentation by
Dr. Nicholas Al-Jeloo
on "Assyrians Tomor-
row: Continuity and
Preservation"

The afternoon kicked
off with a social hour,
hors d'oeuvre, tradi-
tional Assyrian tea and
silent auction. The
MC, Ms. Bianca
Davoodian welcomed
all and presented the
event's performers and
speaker.

The AFA's Presi-
dent, Mrs. Sue Odah,
also welcomed and
thanked all the AFA
members and support-
ers for their continuous
commitment to AFA's

mission. Additionally she recognized the Board Members
for their tireless efforts, dedication and team work. One
board member in particular, Sargon Shabbas was recog-

nized above all and presented with a well deserved appreci-
ation award for his many years of unwavering commitment,
selfless dedication and service to the AFA and the Assyrian
Community at large.

Mrs. Lorraine Davis, with her exquisite voice, accompa-
nied by her daughter Ms. Ramina Sarmicanic on the piano
opened the program with the Nineveh song by the late Rabi
William Daniel. Additionally, this year to the guests' great
delight, the AFA proudly presented Ms. Edessa Essa, who
with her enchanting voice sang Kharabet Nineveh, and
Atry Khilya Bet Nahrain.

Finally, Dr. Al-Jeloo's presentation focused on Assyrian

history, especially from ancient to medieval times, illustrat-
ing how Assyrians have played a seminal role in the pro-

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2

28

cess of inventing, disseminating, translating and applying
knowledge. It was this role that earned ancient Mesopota-
mia the nickname of Cradle of Civilization. And how vari-
ous invasions and domination by other, more numerous and
more aggressive cultural groups, have now rendered the
Assyrians a stateless, transnational ethnic group, and a be-
leaguered minority in their own native lands. The presenta-
tion also, dealt with the way in which such previous intel-
lectual prowess has continued amongst them today. It also
tackled the question as to whether or not the Assyrians
have persisted in the same spirit of education and cultural
preservation, particularly in safe-guarding the Aramaic lan-
guage and ensuring its future continuation. Today, Assyri-
ans around the globe are advancing their efforts to unite
with one another, bring about awareness of their history
and culture, and continue their traditions and language. The
activities of Assyrian organizations in the United States
such as the Assyrian Foundation of America, Assyrian Aid
Society, Assyrian American National Federation, Assyrian
Council of Illinois and Assyrian Universal Alliance Foun-
dation, as well as those in other countries, was discussed
and suggestions were raised as to how these efforts can be
continued into the future, and expanded further internation-
ally, in order for the goals of continuity and preservation to
be maintained. (the entire presentation by Dr. Al-Jeloo is
available to view on our website:
www.assyrianfoundation.org - courtesy of Paul K Benja-
min and PKB Visions)

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
A very special and heartfelt Thank You! to Mrs. Lorraine
Davis, Ramina Sarmicanic, Bianca Davoodian, Edessa Es-
sa, Paul Benjamin, Sh. Ashur DeKelaita, and our Key note
Speaker Dr. Nicholas Al-Jeloo for making AFA's 4th An-
nual Appreciation Event a very memorable one. You make
AFA and Assyrians around the world proud

Additionally, a sincere thank you to the following indi-
viduals for their continuous and steadfast support, through
their donation towards our silent auction fund raising ef-
forts:

Sue Odah - 4 Assyrian Artifacts

Paul Benjamin and PKB Visions (www.pkbvisions.com)

Martin Jacob

Flora Kingsbury

Assyrian Aid Society

Narsai David
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Tea Time 2014
Mar Yosip Parish, San Jose CA

By Poulyana Pazand-Srouji

The Assyrian Church Of The East Mar Yosip Parish Tea
Time event started in 2004 by a group of ladies who
were inspired to raise money and awareness for our peo-
ple in need back home. The Tea Time event is held an-
nually with over four hundred women attending. The
event is four hours long and consist of inspirational As-
syrian speakers, entertainers and politicians who have
traveled locally and internationally to share their com-

mon interests, goals, and aspirations as Assyrian women.

Some of the highlights of the event includes the hostess
decorating her own table with formal tea settings and
lavish centerpieces. In addition, the parish provides a
variety of delicacy foods such as the signature dishes
like: Jajek, Kadeh and beautifully made finger foods and
desserts to have with brewed Chai (Tea). Another com-
mon highlight is women sharing their stories, and re-
flecting on their deep roots, tradition and culture.

This event would not be possible without the hard

-
-
- I
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gresswoman (to the right)
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The speakers of Tea Time 2014: Mar Awa Rowel, Bishop of the Church of the East (to the left) and Anna Esho, Con-

work, dedication and commitment from the over forty
women that put time into making this event possible.
Preparation for this tea time event begins over four
months in advance. From organizing and coordinating
the smallest details to planning the entertainment, food,
and decorations, these women work tirelessly every day
with the mindset of achieving one goal; raising money
and awareness for ACERO The Assyrian Church of the
East Relief Organization. The guests are given a gift at
the event to take home with a purchase of raffle tickets
for the handful of prizes that are given away. All pro-
ceeds benefits ACERO.

The Tea Time event has experienced rapid growth in
participation from parish members and also in attend-
ance of guests. The parish is thankful for everyone's hard
work and constant support from the community and look

forward to many more wonderful tea events to come.

'
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Dear Mom & Dad, dreams you've seen come true,
help make this special Golden
day a happy one for you!

Warmest congratulations and
sincere best wishes as you cele-
brate your 50 Years of Mar-
riage!

L 03035% 2 Mz 502 Lifeal wan lacad

Happy 50th Anniversary

June 22, 2014

Arbella, Hanibal, Briteel &
Beneel

Today as both of you look back
with happiness and pride, upon
the fifty cherished years that
you've spent side by side, may .
every memory that you share of p’ :
oy ¥
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CONGRATULATIONS!

gd?‘ ' . ™

Nina Marzocca graduated fifth grade
We joyfully welcome our daughter at Farallone View Elementary School

Eliana Younan Karamian in Montara.
Born April 16th, 2014 at 11:26 AM

We thank God for his blessing. Valentina Mar-

Love zocca graduat-

Raman & Karmen Younan Karamian ed from p re-
school Seaside

(Parents) Kids in Half

Youra & Stella Younan Karamian Moon Bay.

(Grand-parents)
James & Vala Younan Grand-parents).

Nineveh and the
Assyrian Foun-
dation of Ameri-
ca join in con-
S gratulating

\, Nina and
. Valentina.

Nineveh and the Assyrian Foundation of
America join in congratulating the proud
families of our Assyrian Newborn.

Nineveh, Volume 38, Number 1-2 33 1-2 in . 38 sosan . stasa



CONGRATULATIONS!

14TH ANNUAI
' BEVERLY HILLS
\\l ILM FESTIVAI
. GOLDEN PALM

SCREENPLAY COMPETITION AWARD WINNERS

ROSIE MALEK-YONAN AnD MONICA MALEK-YONAN

THE CRIMSON FILED

Beverly Hills Film

Festival Announces
Screenplay Winners

Rosie & Monica Malek-Yonan's The Crimson
Field has been named the winner of the 2014

Beverly Hills Film Festival Screenwriting Com-
petition.

2014 Beverly Hills Film Festival Screenplay Awards

Golden Palm - Best Screenplay - The Crimson Field (Rosie & Monica Malek-Yonan)
I'st Runner up - Olivia's Oath (Philip Sedgwick)
2nd Runner up - Patchwork (Amanda Keener)

Nineveh and the Assyrian Foundation of America join in congratulating the author Mrs.
Rosie Malek-Yonan and her sister Mrs. Monica Malek-Yonan .
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“The Celebration Continues’
Traditional Assgmm vod

PAround
n Filled Kid Zone
RAFFLE GRAND
2014 Ford Mu

AUGUST 23-24
SATURDAY, §
- I A.M. - 9 POMO
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Isaac W. Farhadian is the recipient of numerous awards,
honors, and scholarships. He recently graduated with a
Single-Subject Teaching Credential in Social Science
(4.0) from CSU, Stanislaus in 2014. That year, he was
awarded the Laura E. Settle Scholarship, which is
awarded to one outstanding student who was pursuing a
Single-Subject Credential Degree. In addition, he was
awarded the Mary Stuart Rogers Scholarship for a sec-
ond time, which is awarded to a small group of students
who have outstanding academic performance, good work
ethics, have participated in volunteer services, main-
tained a minimum GPA of 3.5, written extensively in
their field of research, as well as writing a competitive
essay.

In 2013, he graduated with a Master of Arts in History
with Distinction, the highest honor a graduate student
can receive. In 2012, he was awarded the University-
Wide Outstanding Graduate Award in history, which is
awarded to the top-performing student in the graduate
history program. That same year, he was awarded the
Judge & Alverta Hughes Humanitarian Award, which is
awarded annually in recognition of one “student who has
delivered outstanding volunteer services to communities,
groups or individuals and has positively impacted the
lives of others,” for his hundreds of hours of voluntary
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services at the International Rescue Committee (IRC)
and several other non-profit organizations.

In 2011, he was awarded the Phi Kappa Phi Love of
Learning Award, which is awarded annually to 80 out-
standing graduate students and professionals nationwide
who have exhibited academic achievement and scholar-
ship in their discipline. For the 2010-2011 academic
year, he was awarded the Phi Kappa Phi Graduate Stu-
dent Scholarship Award and the Phi Kappa Phi Found-
ing President Scholarship Award, which are competitive,
annual scholarships awarded to one outstanding student
who has excelled academically.

In 2010, he earned a double degree in History and Politi-
cal Science and graduated Summa Cum Laude. That
same year, out of over 2,300 graduating students, he was
awarded the 2010 J. Burton Vasché Award
(Valedictorian Award), which is awarded to one student
who displays, “the highest standards of leadership, coop-
eration, participation, service and scholarship.” That
same year, he was awarded the Miriam V. and John L.
Keymer Memorial award, which is awarded to one out-
standing student annually “who has worked selflessly
and effectively as a student advocate on or off campus
and has improved the overall quality of life on university
grounds.”

That same year, he completed and graduated from the
University Honors Program, publishing two honors the-
ses in the annual Honors Journal. He has also published
an article in the Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies.
He has studied abroad three times in two different coun-
tries. He has studied abroad in Israel at the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem in 2009 and in 2010. For his first
study abroad, he engaged in archaeological work at the
prehistoric settlement mound called Tel Hazor, which
was sacked by the Assyrians in 732 BC.

His second study abroad took place at Universidad Inter-
nacional (UNINTER), in Cuernavaca, Mexico, where he
studied Spanish and the history of Mexico. His third
study abroad brought him back to the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, where he studied the topography, geogra-
phy, archeology, and political history of Jerusalem from
ancient times to the modern era. He has presented at ten
academic and honors conferences throughout California
(CSU, UC, and Private institutions), earning awards for
best research papers.

He is a member of five honor societies and he has served
as an officer for the National Society of Collegiate
Scholars (NSCS), the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi,
Pi Sigma Alpha: The National Political Science Honor
Society, and Phi Alpha Theta: the National History Hon-
or Society for multiple years. Moreover, for one year, he
has studied the modern Assyrian language intensively
under the tutelage of MalpanaTobia Giwargis.
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EXCITING NEWS

Nineveh Magazine Archives now available on our website

You can now access ALL Nineveh Magazines from 1977 to Present by visiting our
website www.assyrianfoundation.org. As an AFA member or a Nineveh Magazine
paid subscriber you will have access to ALL issue.
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NEW BOOKS

Joe David

The Infidels

The Great War began with two shots: one aimed at the
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Hapsburg throne,
and the other aimed at his wife, Sophie. What many
thought would be just another Balkan squabble quickly
transformed into a major war felt around the world. As
Europe burst into flames and millions of soldiers began
battling the forces of nationalism, northwestern Persia
became a warzone in which radical religious tribes in-
vaded Christian villages and systematically martyred
hundreds of thousands of “infidels” who dared to resist
conversion.

On a small slice of ancient and isolated land owned by
a wealthy Assyrian family, a young Christian girl awak-
ens to the brutal massacre of her race in a war that she is
too young to understand. Surrounded by hostility and
greed, deep-sated hatred and unspeakable horrors, she
must somehow come to terms with the nightmare that
her life has become.

Today the world is in crisis, as two mighty religions
collide. Is this the beginning of another genocide? Which
one will survive and dominate? View the past to grasp
the future. Step back in time and discover what happened
during World War I when the Turks decided it was time
to cleanse the Ottoman Empire of infidels.

Joe David

Genocide and International Law:

Does the Genocide Convention
Protect All Nations from Genocide?

Professor Hannibal Travis Will Present his Views,
April 14th, at the National Press Club of Washington

Why have Turkey and the member states of the Arab
League often been allowed to escape condemnation for
mass murders against their own populations, while other
nations are forced to face international consequences for
their crimes? Professor Hannibal Travis, professor at
Florida International University of Law. will explore this
question among othersas he applies his in-
sights to the subject of genocide in the twentieth centu-
ry on Monday, April 14, 2014, 6:30 p.m., at the National
Press Club of Washington, 529 14th Street, NW, Wash-
ington, DC.
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“Over the past several decades,” Professor Travis said,
“the Republic of Turkey has interpreted the Genocide
Convention as not applying to its own history and con-
duct, even as it claims to be preventing acts of genocide
against its racial, ethnic and religious allies in the Bal-
kans, China, Cyprus, Palestine, Russia, and Syria. The
member states of the Arab League have been doing the
same by maintaining a disproportionate focus on the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict in order to deflect the attention
of the United Nations away from their eradication or for-
cible assimilation oftheir own indigenous non-
Muslim populations.”

To correct this oversight of justice, Professor Travis
believes it is important that we never forget the ethnic
and religious cleansing of the period from 1914 through
1945 in the Middle East and Europe, as we attempt to
understand and to resist contemporary threats to ethnic
and religious tolerance and diversity.

Professor Travis will be a speaker at the book launch
of Joe David’s latest book The Infidels (Thames River
Press, London). The Infidels is a moving story about an
Assyrian family, trapped in northwestern Persia, during
World War I, victims of one of the twentieth century’s
first major genocides. David will read a passage from his
book, which is a fictionalization of his mother’s harrow-
ing experience, while a child, living in Urmia
in northwestern Persia.
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GOLDEN HEAD AND SILVER HEAD

New author of children books, Romena Jonas, presents several life values in a simple story that is not and maintains
the interest of the young Audience.

| Golden Head and Silver Head live a wonderful life with their mother and
father, Mr. and Mrs. Precious. Their lives get even better when they befriend
a merman named Joey.

Trouble comes knocking when Mr. and Mrs. Precious are lost at sea. With-

out the guidance of his mother and father, Golden Head falls in with a bad

AND S I LV E R H E A D crowd. The resulting inevitable poor judgments lead to the loss of the gold
upon his head, and put his life in danger. What can Joey and Silver Head do
to help him?

The books that I read as a child have left a lasting impression on me.
Reading helped me build and develop ethics and moral standards. I have
honed my sense of recognizing good and bad, compassion, love for all living
things, respect, honor, and have gained knowledge and wisdom, a process
that has no end.

With every book that I 've read, I have said to myself: “I wish [ knew this
before. It would have saved me from lots of heartaches.”

1t has always been my dream to positively impact young minds and give
them the gift of wisdom that the world has given me throughout my life. This
process never ends. 1 will continue gaining wisdom through reading and
Written by: Romena Jonas transferring what I have learned to our youth through my second book, Ste-
lllustrations by: Denis Proulx vie the Wonderful Dog.

Golden Head and Silver Head: LULU

Book Size: 6X9

Hardcover: $23.99 - Ships in 6-8 business days.
Paperback: $14.99 - Ships in 3-5 business days.
eBook (ePub): $8.99 - Download immediately.
Order at: http://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?

keyWords=Golden+Head+and+Silver+Head&categoryld=100501

About the Author

First-time author of children books, Romena Jonas has always desired
to positively impact young minds through transfer of knowledge and
wisdom. Ms. Jonas has continuously strived to challenge herself and
experience life to its fullest; for she believes that life is education for
the soul.

Ms. Jonas graduated with a B.S. in Geology from Temple University
in 1982. Prior to graduation, she co-authored and published a book
on Pennsylvania Earthquakes (under the name of Gladees Abdypoor).
Ms. Jonas has founded and managed two Engineering firms in Cali-
fornia. She has established a non-profit educational organization
called “Assyrians for Education,” and has served as a Board Member
on several non-profit organizations. Ms. Jonas was one of the found-
ers of a private school in California. She was nominated as the Trail-
blazer finalist by the National Association of Women business Own-
ers (NAWBO), San Francisco Bay Chapter. In 2009, she was includ-
ed in the Worldwide Who’s Who Registry of Distinguished individu-
als. Currently, Ms. Jonas hosts a TV show called “Doing Business in
America” on Assyrian National Broadcasting Television Station.
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An Oxcart to Nineveh

By Lilea Eshoo

July 12, 2013- All who had heard yesterday’s tragic
news wake up from a troubled sleep tightly clutching the
oddly-shaped and painful shards of a vivid nightmare.
The pieces fall into place and her face appears before us.
The cold, dark reality sets in. It did happen. She is gone.
We immediately envy our past selves -- willing to give
anything to revert to a state where there was even a pos-
sibility that the worst was not true.

Summer 2001- Julie was pregnant with her first child
and the girl’s name had been decided: Lily. I was 12 at
the time and tried convincing Julie and Sargon to name
her Lilea instead -- as if that final syllable would seal
some bond. I cannot explain it but [ wanted so badly for
her to be like me.

July 11, 2013 ~10AM - Mom opened my office door
and stuck her head in. She saw I was on the phone and
walked off quickly, closing the door behind her. I fin-
ished my call and ascended the stairs, headed to her of-
fice. Mom was nowhere to be seen but my sister Inanna
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stood frozen in the hallway, tears running down her face.
I immediately knew what happened: Lily Jacob, daugh-
ter of Sargon and Julie Jacob, passed away in Costa Ri-
ca. She was eleven.

Spring 2005 — I read Joy Luck Club in my 10th grade
English class. There was one line in the book that stuck.
Now, it haunts.

May 10, 2008 — Lily and her sisters danced Sheikhani
at Papa and Mamani’s 50th wedding anniversary cele-
bration. She jumped and ran around with enthusiasm. I
remember her boisterous energy, her unabashed confi-
dence, and her enormous smile.

September 1, 2012 — We had a going away party for
Inanna before she went off to France. The first thing |
did was greet Lily at the door. She walked in with a bas-
ket of fresh strawberries. I don’t remember this but a
picture has told me so. I didn’t realize that would be the
last time I would see her. Pictures of that day speak, if
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not yell, volumes; I have all but gone deaf. Pictures of
Lily at the piano, pictures of her and Summer laughing
together, pictures of two families of five at the dinner
table -- they all ring decibels louder than their initial kind
whisper.

July 11, 2013 — ~9AM- Mom received a call from
Lily’s grandmother Gail. She got off the phone and told
us to pray for Lily who was sick with food poisoning.
She requested I call Mark and ask that he, too, pray for
her and spread the word to expand the prayer circle. In-
stead, I sent my own positive thoughts her way, I cried,
and then I then went back to work as a means of distrac-
tion. I was confident she would recover. With medicine
being what it is, with her father a doctor. We were all
confident.

I regret not calling. It’s not that [ didn’t care, it’s that |
didn’t believe. It’s that I deprived her of a complete
prayer chain. I let my skepticism and foolishness inter-
fere with my mother’s request at a crucial moment. It’s
not that [ impossibly killed her; it’s that I deprived her of
possible life. Prayer circles are proven. The stoic empiri-
cism that rules generally accepted beliefs even says so.

July 8, 2012, ~1:00PM — Mom, my cousin Lisabelle,
my aunt Bernadette, and I took the girls to Petroglyph to
paint ceramics. They all selected different unicorn pieces
as their canvas. The table became a rainbow of paints
and brushes, a blur of muddled water and busy fingers.
Lily chose a girl sitting atop a unicorn. She sat for about
two hours, even after the others had finished, painting it
beautifully with patience and determination.

July 19, 2013 7PM — We gathered a day before the
funeral at Benito and Azzaro Pacific Garden Chapel in
Santa Cruz. It was an open casket but I couldn’t bear to
look. I wanted to remember her running at the beach,
laughing her giant laugh, smiling her carefree smile,
painting her unicorn, and dancing Sheikhani. Sargon told
us he still doesn’t know exactly what happened to her,
nothing conclusive on how she died. All credibility in
the foreign doctors’ autopsy was long diminished. He
had worked on her for hours and hours; her vitals were
fine then she slipped away. We spoke of her life, her
spirit, and her patterns. Sargon told us in detail about
how organized she was, how meticulously she kept her
journal and kept track of her time, and how well she
watched over her sisters. I told Sargon she was too good
for this place. I’'m not sure what compelled me to say it,
or if it helped, but I had begun to realize it was true.

July 20, 2013 10AM — Over 500 congregated for her
funeral. A bookmark with her picture was handed out at
the door. The time she shared with us was patched to-
gether as experiences, phrases and anecdotes were re-
counted by her priest, grandma, father, and teacher. I
drew more connections to myself than I wanted to, and
not just the similar name: the calm, kind and intelligent
father, the patient, beautiful mother who is more parts
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kind than human, a somewhat lonely childhood spent
wanting a best friend, occasional sassiness as a thin veil
for concern, trips with Girl Scout troops, journal-
keeping, gift-knitting, the nights spent awake to finish
books too good to put down, a reverence for Laura
Ingalls Wilder, intense organizational skills, and caring
eldest sister instincts. I draw these connections and won-
der why I was fated to live past eleven. What have |
done? More importantly, what can I do? [ want to be
calm and compassionate, to live with passion and desire,
and to dream big. I realized that despite the similarities, |
am nowhere near. | wanted to badly to be like her, de-
spite the missing syllable.

As we sat in the packed church, Julie’s family filled
the row in front of us. They had driven over from the
Midwest where Julie grew up. The priest called the chil-
dren on stage to share memories then sent them to hug
whomever they came with. The running of these children
restored some measure of our dwindling hope.

Next we trudged to the graveyard. The image of Julie
kissing her casket lingers ever-present, like staring di-
rectly into the vivid sun and closing your eyes. Her sis-
ters placed flowers on the casket; her youngest sister
Ashley returned time and time again, peering down as
each dropped with a thud that echoed our heavy heart-
beats.

July 12, 2013 - The details of her final hours were re-
vealed. Her last words: “Mommy, I’m scared.”

July 8, 2012 - 3:00PM — Operation paint unicorns was
still underway. We watched the girls as they finished
their respective unicorns. Bernadette and I chatted and
she showed me a Eugenio Montejo poem:

The earth turned to bring us closer,

it spun on itself and within us,

and finally joined us together in this dream

as written in the Symposium.

Nights passed by, snowfalls and solstices;

time passed in minutes and millennia.

An ox cart that was on its way to Nineveh

arrived in Nebraska.

A rooster was singing some distance from the world,
in one of the thousand pre-lives of our fathers.

The earth was spinning with its music carrying us on
board;

it didn't stop turning a single moment

as if'so much love, so much that's miraculous

was only an adagio written long ago

in the Symposium's score.

July 11, 2013 ~9PM- Inanna and I came home with
puffy eyes. Dad had turned the kitchen table upside-
down and was fixing it because it was lopsided. All of a
sudden the line from The Joy Luck Club came back to
me. At the time [ greeted it with surprised and distress,
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an unwanted guest telling an unwanted story. Now it
makes sense that our days’ tragedy had effectively
primed me, conjuring that line to the top of my muddled
subconscious. This particular vignette expresses a moth-
er’s plight and details her losing faith in God following
the death of her young child. She was religious and kept
her bible on her mantle but after her child was swept
away by the ocean, “her Bible would end up wedged
under a too-short table leg, a way for her to correct the
imbalances of life.” It was already there for me. Now
that Dad balanced the leg, my bible still sits there, stifled
and crushed close. Life is more imbalanced than the day
that table was new and flat, if ever it was.

August 10, 2013 — We went to Sargon’s house to visit
and go to the beach. The piano notes, the belongings, her
babysitting tally, and the pictures served as reminders of
something we are unable to overlook. A harsh, persistent
alarm when you’re already wide awake. Her absence is
felt; her parents’ eyes ache of it. We played volleyball on
the beach, ate pizza, and talked about a piece Nineveh
Magazine wanted to run on Lily.

July 11, 2013 ~11AM — Despite having attended many
funerals together, I saw Dad cry for the first time. Mom
had called and told him the news. He came to work sob-
bing tears and heaving cries of disbelief. He and I sat at
the conference room dazed for hours, waiting for the
enormity of this disaster to sink in. In many ways, we’re
still waiting.

June 17,2012 — I arranged a Father’s Day Picnic at
Lake Vasona. Lily, Summer and Ashley meticulously
filled up an entire basket of water balloons and initiated
an epic water balloon fight. Lily fearlessly hurled bal-
loons at all brave enough to challenge her. We ate, we
played volleyball and then we played tug of war. Lily
and her sisters served as tug of war team captains and
dutifully assembled their teams. The largest men were
picked last. The first team picked their dad first and the
second team picked their mother first. Julie, brimming
with loveliness and much-deserved pride, came forth
with a large graceful smile, a smile returned by her girls,
reassured Mommy was on their side.

July 19, 2013 9PM — Uncle Martin asked that I read
Baban d’Bashmayya, The Lord’s Prayer, in Assyrian at
Lily’s funeral the next day. I consulted eight family
members for proper pronunciation, filmed my grandma,
and rehearsed frantically even though 95% of people
there would be unable to recognize an incorrect line. I
wanted to get it right because Lily had placed it above
her bed and committed to memorizing it and she would
have gotten it right. I worry that the number of Assyrians
unaware, as | was before all of this happened, will grow.
I hope enough will pull out their bibles from beneath
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their tables and onto their mantles.

December 14, 2013 — December 14: a date immortal-
ized in stone too soon. 2001: A year affixed to another,
too close. December 14th is the day of her birth, a date
that will still come around despite our best intentions.
Why does death turn a ‘birthday’ into ‘date of her birth’?
Perhaps it is because she is no longer here with us to cel-
ebrate. Perhaps it is because of the sharp contrast to the
joy of years past. ‘Birthday’ and ‘date of her birth’-- the
two should contain the same meaning but their connota-
tions suggest otherwise. Perhaps because so much has
been severed across time and space, life and death — the
least the words can do is cooperate, however half-
heartedly.

July 8, 2012, 3:30PM — The girls were finished paint-
ing at Petroglyph. We stood back to admire their work
and all agreed that Lily looks like the girl on the unicorn
that she had painted.

August 14, 2011- We all went to Sargon’s house to
play volleyball. The girls had new hammocks that Sar-
gon had just put up. Sargon, Ashley, Summer, and Inan-
na were on the front deck and the Moms chatted down-
stairs. Lily showed me her room, carefully organized,
her bed, tidily made, and then her hammock, hung up on
the back deck. She sat in it and rocked backward and
forward as a summer breeze played across the porch and
time slowed down.

So much that’s miraculous was only an adagio written
long ago.

July 11, 2014 — Abruptness displaces, unity restores,
pain injures, and traditions stabilize. Consistent with As-
syrian tradition, we will all visit her grave bearing frank-
incense and a bible. Prayers will be read and she will be
remembered as thousands upon thousands before her
have been remembered and visited one year later in a
tradition called Sheeta. Traditions delivered from the
time of our forefathers have passed across continents and
centuries; from the land between the rivers to the land of
opportunity. A land where they say all things are possi-
ble but nothing is guaranteed. Not language, not tradi-
tion, not life. These are the things we have to cling to as
we make our journey.

An ox cart that was on its way to Nineveh arrived in
Nebraska. Much remains unknown but one thing in my
mind is certain: Lily is that girl atop the unicorn -- heav-
enly, dreamlike, and ultimately too good for this world. I
think of her often and she comes and visits in my
dreams, beaming widely and laughing fully.

The earth turned to bring us closer,
it spun on itself and within us,
and finally joined us together in this dream
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In Memoriam

Our Parents:
Baba and Na-
najan Yukhan-
na

Nanajan (Nano)
Yukhanna passed
away on October
19,2013 in Chi-
cago at age 87.
She was married
to Baba(Bob) for
64 years and they
lived in Baghdad,
Iraq. Baba passed
away in March, 2007. This is where the downhill jour-
ney started for her. They are survived by 4 daughters:
Edna and husband Dr. Ghazi, Anita and husband Daniel,
Rona, and Caroline, 7 grandchildren and 7 great-
grandchildren.

They were born in Urmiyah, Iran. Baba went to Iraq
with his family as refugees (Raqa) in 1918, he was a
new born baby. He grew up and worked in Habaniya. He
attended Rabi Yacu’s school and was actively involved
in school activities like Shakespeare’s play of Hamlet,
Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and others. He played team
soccer and played competitively in Iraq. He also played
tennis. He was one very patriotic Assyrian and followed
news about Assyrian causes. He believed that the Assyri-
an nation will rise again as mentioned in the Bible. He
told us to believe in it and not lose hope. He was an avid
reader; he read English newspapers and magazines like
Time, Newsweek, Life and they were passed down to us
to improve our English. He read his Assyrian Bible dai-
ly, especially during his retirement of 20 years. He was
fluent in reading and writing Assyrian.

Nano went to Iraqin 1943, got married, and lived in
Habaniyah while Bob was working there. She was edu-
cated in Urmiyah, studied in Farsi, Arabic, and English.
In addition she spoke Turkish and was fluent in Assyri-
an. She believed in education as the key to success. She
insisted that her 4 daughters attend Nun’s school for best
education then college. She enjoyed watching CNN for
news and politics daily. She worked side by side with
Bob to achieve the best for their daughters.

Our parents came to U.S. in 1970. They both worked
very hard in Chicago’s harsh winters, but they were
proud of it. They were independent and self-made people
from the beginning.
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They were ideal parents with great values of hardwork-
ing, honesty, helping the needy, and living by true Chris-
tian beliefs. They enjoyed having their family. It was
always a feast when having their daughters, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren around. They will be for-
ever missed throughout our lives and will never be for-
gotten as parents, teachers of history and life experienc-
es, and convenient references of knowledge.

All of us were blessed to have them with us for so long.
Edna, Anita, Rona, and Caroline

Shamiran Warda
Odisho

1954-2014

My entire family
mourns the loss of my
niece Shamie who died
in the city of Fort
Wayne, Indiana on the
10th of April, 2014 after
a long illness. Shamiran
leaves behind the fol-
lowing family members:
mother Khatoon; three
sisters: Klamia, Linda and Liliana; her four brothers:
Tiador, Ashoor, Noel and William and their families. At
one time, Shamie was married to Kenny Cramer of Wa-
bash, IN.

Shamiran was born in Habbania in November 1954.
After graduating from high school in Iraq, she moved to
the US to be with her brother Tiador, who had come in
1971. The rest of her family, including her father the
deacon Warda Odisho arrived later.

The funeral of Shamiran took place in Lindinwood
Cemetery, Fort Wayne; April 14" 2014 with father Jason
Plaies of the St John Chrysostom, Antiochian Orthodox
Church. She was laid to rest next to her father, her grand
parents and aunt.

Shamiran will be greatly missed by all her extended

family, relatives and friends. May God almighty give her
a place in Heaven.
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The Prayer of a Child

By William Sarmas

Translated from Assyrian by: Ramona Giwargis ,
".“A s Q. < p-/\ i-:l A :u

Kneeling in front of my bed, SAG Se @ S i

Y Sl goA &

this is my request
for You, the Almighty.

L (A% 063 ¢ = =5 ol o s
Take care of my father, T i '
p) st \9_“ & nl\'_:
so he will provide us our daily bread. $36 % 1 ods . . &S o :
Take care of my mother, S % Sxa

so she will keep peace in our home.
Take care of my brother, el A loga ¢ el 4 saa

. p] QDad o PEAY
so he will one day take the place of my father. L . o '
A0 23 L3632 ¢ aA - A N LY
Take care of my sister, . Gl A dp ol

so in time she will keep another home.
sl (A .03 wA—8 802 w— sl
Q Q |uo ” 1'
: L a=ada 28 da Wl e
Take care of my relatives, ) ,
cleo—Au =xa 3 maladn

so they can have our backs and become closer

Take care of me,

so I can help my mother night and day.

every day. Hsor 207 =ih ¢ uAsel Iiul o sl
Take care of my nation, Fo % ol udy xa =

. . . I Auis 2 134 wdo—SY bl Swax
because without a nation, it's better to be dead aowasa 4 " A ol S
Al s Ha
Hear my request,
merciful God A o % @Ay fiaaw
Kneeling in front of my bed, G SALLL ga—i wAaly 28y
I say my prayer to You, the Almighty.
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Word/Verb
Conjugation
Simple Sentences
Sense/Meaning
Tense
Infinitive
Define
Type
Gender
10 Numbers
11 Conversations
12 Past tense
13 Common noun
14 Another term for common noun
15 Proper noun
16 Another term for proper noun also meaning special
17 Plural
18 Regular
19 TIrregular
20 Adjective
21 In another word
22 Qualitative Adjective
23 Quality
24  Gentilic Adjective
25 Gentilic origin
26 Pronouns
27 Personal
28 Gasconade
29 Indefinite pronoun
30 In brief
31 Demonstrative pronoun
32 Adjective, attribute
33 Qualified noun, substantive (noun followed by an adjec-
tive)
34 Particle
35 Encode particle
36 A filler particle
37 Coin
38 Nominative
39 Intransitive
40 Transitive
41 Yes
42 Accusative
43 Spindle
44 Wrap, win
45 Mooring rope
46 Eye of needle

471880 e 188 188 Acclimate
48 Lovers

49 Seminal fluid, molasses
50 Mischievous but also a term for Seraphim angels

OO0 ~JANWNIA W~
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