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Letters to

NINEVEH

Letter from Mar Timotheus

29 September 1983

Thank you very much for sending us your Nineveh
Magazine, Vol. 5, No. 5. The publication helped us to
understand the progress the Assyrian Nationals are
making in different fields like Educational, Cultural and
Communal. We are highly appreciative of the way you
walk to reach your goal.

The magazine’s contents and form were found to be
very attractive. Among the minorities, perhaps the
Assyrians are the most suppressed and persecuted
nation. Naturally they lack financial and leadership
facilities. The goal before them is indeed high. To reach
the goal they must need united selfless endeavour. They
have to capture the faith, sympathy and love of other
nations. Above all, they should be entirely dependent on
the Mercy and Grace of Almighty God for reaching their
goal.

We wish you all success in your endeavour. May
God’s Choicest Blessings be showered on you and your
workers.

Yours in Maran Esho-Mishikha,

Mar Timotheus
Metropolitan of Malabar & India

Nineveh

With many thanks, we received the last two issues of
Nineveh magazine, and we are sending you some printed
matters of our publications,

We will publish a book about the Assyrians in Italian
and English under the authorship of Prof. Mario Nor-
dio of Venice University.

We should also like to ask you to send us, as printed
matters exchange, the complete series of Nineveh, as we
have a public library with an Assyrian section, and we
would like to make it as complete as possible,

Thanking you very much for your kindest collabora-
tion.

Herman Vahramian, Secretary
1/COM

22, Viale Bligny

20136 Milano, Italy

Nineveh

We have been able to locate a copy of the periodical
Nineveh, Volume 6, Number 3 {1983), and are very
much interested in acquiring a complete set of all back
issues, if available. We will be glad to pay for these issues.

Helen V. Gochenour
Assistant to the

Middle Eastern Librarian
Harvard College Library
Cambridge, Mass.

Man is by nature a political animal.

Aristotle

Human Rights Advocate Threatened

I read Nineveh, Vol. 6, No. 3 with great interest.
Thank you for reproducing a part of my lengthy letter to
“The Tablet™ about the difficulties of any so-called ‘dia-
logue’ between Christianity and Islam. On this occasion
I wrote a letter but 1 usually write articles about the
oppression of Christians in Islamic lands and. although 1
am an Anglican priest, I have a special devotion for the
holy Coptic Orthodox Church.

It may be of interest for your readers to know what it
means to criticize Islam in a liberal democracy. Since
September 1981 when His Holiness Pope Shenouda 111
was imprisoned and my output increased I have received
abusive letters, threatening phone calls and my wife was
attacked in daylight by an arab in a London street.

The worst aspect of these attacks, and we are by no
means paranoid, has been the abuse from Christian
writers especially priests who are Arabic scholars. The
Press in the United Kingdom is generally in direct or
indirect service of the Arabic and Islamic tradition. This
may be partly explained by the traditional and virulent
anti-Semitism (perhaps one should say anti-Jewish)
stance of the Christian churches in the West. 1t is well
known that Adolf Hitler was strongly supported by the
majority of Christians.

Inshort, it is extremely dangerous to write in this field
of legitimate study. I support an exchange of informa-
tion with [slam: we tell them what Christianity is and
they tell us what Islam is. But | can see no grounds for
any ‘dialogue’ which will not bring Muslims to a knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ as God, the Son of God. the Second
Person of the Holy and Undivided Trinity. This is the
beginning and end of dialogue and it is for this Faith that
our Fathers died whether they were Assyrian, Coptic, or
even Anglican. Anything but an exchange of informa-
tion with Islam is a betrayal of Jesus Christ and Arab oil
will not wash away the sin.

1 rejoice with you in the affirmation of Dr. David B.
Perley: “The soul of Assyria will not be destroyed.”
Some Western Christians are proud to know Assyrians.
In conclusion I wish to support the request of my distin-
guished friend Dr. Shawky Karas in calling for a United
Front of Christians from the Middle East in their strug-
gle against the deprivation of human rights. Every
Christian has a duty to prevent further genocide and the
recent introduction of Shariaa in the Sudan makes the
matter more urgent.

Revd. Dr. John Watson
Norwich, England

NINEVEH

ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
1920 San Pablo Avenue '
Berkeley, CA 94702




All Getting Lost

I was going to believe that the Nineveh Magazineis an
open minded and a balanced magazine, but unfortu-
nately 1 was wrong.

I was dismayed at a picture portraying “The Lost
Assyrian™in Vol. 6, No. 2of your magazine. Guess who
was identified as being “lost,” a Man!!! How many years
of existence are needed to make you understand that the
Assyrian Nation and the world do not consist only of
MEN. The ASSYRIAN MOTHER, who happens to be
a WOMAN!! is the SEED of our NATION. Without
her, we would not have lasted for so long.

For yourinformation, as a stateless people faced with
anti-Assyrianism everywhere, we are all getting LOST.
But with your male chauvinist ideas, we will surely get
lost sooner and separately,

M. P.
San Jose, CA

Nineveh

I am interested in receiving Assyrian magazines. Is it
possible to receive a sample copy of your magazine?

With my Assyrian, Armenian, Irish and Scottish
background, I am almost half Assyrian. [ am a freelance
writer and have worked as a freelance radio broadcaster
in the past (for C.B.C.).

[ have a great deal of respect for the Assyrian nation
and its accomplishments,

Jean Okkerse (nee Gwergis)
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada

A National Concept is Needed

Youreditorial of Vol. 6, No. 2 issue, “*Wisdom Cannot
be Imported,” is a practical remedy for our national
ailment. Your quotation by G. M. Lamsa was an excel-
lent introduction to the subject.

How often do we confess, brag or sometimes unsuc-
cessfully try to hide the fact that we are “Easterners.”
Notwithstanding the fact that almost all phitosophies
had their origin in the east, not to mention the prophets,
it makes one wonder why should we Assyrians import
wisdom from the west.

Assyrians had some of the wisest men — and women
— of the time. It is sufficient to mention the great
Akhigar Khakeema — Wise Ahikar — for those who
have heard of him, but never really try to know more
about him.

Yet, it 15 utter nonsense for some of us to rush so
hurriedly trying to satiate our minds with so much trivia
gathered from the western media machine.

For nearly two thousand years we have been believing
that a miracle would occur any day, and that we would
find our redemption in the sky above, when we are living
down — deep — on earth, and on the eastern side of it
for the last 6700 years.

The truth can not be nearer or clearer than in your
conclusion “. . . the wisdom we need can neither come
from the West nor from the Sky. Eventually, our politi-
cal wisdom will evolve as we develop our national con-
sciousness . . .”

I will conclude my observation by adding a sort of
footnote to your conclusion. The first step towards
developing our national consciousness is to apply our-
selves — individuals and organizations — vigorously in
a struggle to achieve a national consensus on a national
concept.

S. E. Shalalo, Secretary
Assyrian Graduates Forum
Fairfield, Australia

Human Rights Demanded

Your Nineveh Magazine expresses the true feelings
of the Assyrian individual, who has for years been
trying to unfetter himself from the Islamic Occupation
and clear away from the leech-like entanglements of
his oppressive ruler.

Your article, “The Copts Under Arab Occupation,”
page 15/16 of the 3rd quarter issue of 1983, is a true
picture of the harsh conditions the Copts are subjected
to, exemplifying the heavy yoke imposed on the Chris-
tians of the Middle East by the Islamic repressive
regimes. The Zabbalin article in this year’s June/July
issue of the Geographic Magazine is a vivid example.

The present Islamic upsurge towards fanaticism in
countries like Libya, Iran, Egypt, Pakistan and now
Lebanon and Cyprus, is frightening.

Being Christians and of good endurance, and having
survived for so long does not mean that we should
accept to be dispossessed of our homes and be denied
of our human rights cruelly and unjustly.

Let us, in addition to holding fast to our Christian
faith, learn how to defend ourselves. Let us resurrect
our demand for the rehabilitation of the Assyrian peo-
ple under the Charter of the United Nations, and con-
tinue to demand the restitution of our human rights
relentlessly. 1t is our legitimate right!

Fred P. Isaac
Sydney, Australia

A Library is Needed

You have been mentioning dissertations, books, and
articles of interest to Assyrians and suggesting that we
buy them; however, these books are so numerous and
often costly that no individual can afford to buy them
all. A better suggestion would be to establish a library
which, through contributions from individuals, can
obtain a greater number of these books and make them
available to our community,

T. Simon
San Jose, CA

Wherever there is human interaction, there is politics.

William K. Muir

Chairman of the Department of
Political Science at the University
of Caiifornia, Berkeley, CA



FORESIGHT

The Middle East was the home of civilization. It is now the nerve centre of our problem.
We dare not permit it to become a hell of power politics . . .

There Is but one solution to this explosive political situation — the realization of the
natural aspirations of all the native elements. If a federated independent community,
comprising all the racial and religious minorities were to exist, like the Swiss cantons, it
would act as a great stabilizing influence in the Middle East. With such an organization, the
majority states would find it easy to collaborate, forming an eventual great semitic
Federation. They have lived together since the beginning of times, and before the advent of
alien agencies, each has respected the culture and the aspirations of the other.

(June 6, 1947)

David B. Perley, J.S.D.
President, Assyrian National Federation
(June, 1934 - October, 1935)

Nations do not die; humiliated and oppressed, they sub-
mit to the yoke, while they prepare their revenge and trans-
mit from generation to generation a melancholy heritage of
hatred. There are moments of pause in a duel. Such
moments must be seized before the combatants stand once

more face to face.

Pope Benedict XV
(December 6, 1915)




Intellectual Domination And The Assyrians

By Arian Ishaya

There aredifferent ways of daninating a pecople.
Themost directway is to take hold of their land and
resourses, deny them statehood, and force their
manpower to do the laborworkor fight the battles of
the conqueror. but there is also avery indirect,
abstract form of domination; and that is
intellectual. This is the most dangerous form
because it penetrates thevictim's inner feel ings and
thoughts. The victimremains unaware and willingly
subjugates him/hersel f to intel lectual donination,
It is therefore very important for the subjugated
people to be aware of it.

In this paper we will examine formms of intel lectual

danination that have been exercised upon the Assyrian
people.

Being members of a small minority, Assyrian
children in the elementaryor high schools learn
aboutmanydifferent typesofnations and cul tures,
except their omn. Sanemight come across a passage
about the ancient Assyrians inoneof their classes.
To hear the nane Assyrian or Assyria pronounced by a
teacher, isveryexciting to anAssyrian child. But
the excitement soon turns into shane and debasement
when the child finds out that his forefathers were
among ""the cruelest” people on earth, Thisviewof
the ancient Assyrians which is still taught in the
schools of amost modern nation 1like America, is
borrowed frana source as antiquated as theBible and
is presented uncriticallyas ahistorical fact.
Neither the author of the textbook nor the teacher
stop for amament to think that those who wrote that
passagewere, at the time, the defeated enemies of
Assyria,

Nor do these teachers stop for aminute toweigh
thehistorical evidence and questionwhether the
Assyrians were anymore cruel than the Roman BEnperors
who threwtheir victims in front of l ions for sport;
or the Egyptianswho built their pyranids with slave
labor: or the "civilized nations" of today who,
without regard to civilian life, destroy whole
villages and citieswithalittle device called the
bomb.

In 1982 a number of Assyrian children in the
Turlockarea came home to tell their parents that
they had learned in their historyclass that the
ancient Assyrians were ruthless and cruel conquerors.
Theywere ridiculed by their friends. The children
were confused and ashamed. Their parents sent a
letter of protest to the public school and a few
courageousmothers prevented their children fram
taking a test based on a textbookwhich presented the
ancient Assyrians in a biased fashion.

The struggle for national liberationmust be waged
onall fronts, and the intellectual struggle is by no

Arian Ishava is @ Ph.D. candidate in anthropology at the University of
California, Los Angeles.

means of any less importance. The Assyrians are not
the only people of course, who are presented in a
derogatory fashion in the educational centers of
daninant nations. Other nationalminorities suffer

the same fate.

Orientalism and the Assyrians

The bible remained themajor source of Western
kmowl edge about the Assyrians until the 19th,
centur ywhen the European powers began to daninate
the econanies and politics of the Middle East.
Intellectual modes of domination went with the
econanic and political modes. Oriental isndeveloped
as the "science” of theOrient. Anorientalist was a
Western scholar who was considered an expert on the
Orient and the oriental istswere the professionals
who introduced the Middle East to theWest. And what
was the image theydrewof the Middle Eastern people?
A very negative one. '

These Orientalistswere full of a sense of Western
superiority. Theywere contanptuous of other ways of
life, So they depicted the Oriental people as
uncivilized, fanatic, and unprogressive. In recent
yearsOriental ignhas cone under increasing eritician
by historians such as Maxime Rodinson, Edward Said,
and Roger Owen. These people have convincingly
demonstrated that the Grientalists' viewof the
Orient was adistorted one., They were viewing the
Peoples of theMiddle East fram the colonizer's point
ofview, whichdenied thenintelligence, hunanity,
and rational ity--attributes that are purportedly
highly valued in the west.

It was adebasing image and of course it sui ted the
colonial powers splendidly, because it justified
their plans before their own tax payers and before
the subjugated peoples. What were these plans? To
turn the Middle Eastern countries into protectorates
ard exploit them in the guise of "benefactors”, to
help these "backward” people to "modernize". Of
course the resultswere just the opposite: During
that period the natural development of thesenations
was arrested, and their economies and Societies
became underdevel oped progressively as they became
more andmore dependent upon superpowers for various
forms of "aid" programs.

The contemporary Assyrians no less than other
Middle Eastern people have been vietims of
Orientalism,

The conterporary Assyrians were first introduced to
theWest through thewritings of missionaries or
diplanats who were stationed in the regions where the
Assyrians lived, Themain task of themissionaries
was to provide the Assyrians with spiritual
"guidance". Butmanyof themonly provided spiritual
danination, which resul ted in the al ienation of the
Assyrians fran their national church and the
traditions of their forefathers.

5



The earlymissionaries refused to put any value in
the Assyrianbel iefs and traditions. They looked
domupon Assyrian rituals, their Shahra festivities,
their observance of the Saints days, and so on. To
themall these were nothing but "dead forms" , "super-
stitions",and "satanic". They insisted that the
Assyriansmust refrain fran fasting, burning insence,
kissing the cross and celebratingthe Saints days.
Theyadviced the clergy to add lengthy semmons to the
church service after the Western model,

Their criticisnof theAssyrian formms of wership
reveal their own arrogance, puritanical rigidity, and
intolerance for things which were not western,
Missionary Stoddard proudly demonstrated how they
tomented the Assyrians: "We stripoff all their
righteousness, tear away all their hopes, arraign
them as condanned criminal s at the bar of ancf fended
God" .

Of course the effect of such pressure could only
be to shame the Assyrians——particularly the youth--
and alienate them from the ways of their
forefathers— to lose respect for thamselves as a
people particularly inaplace like theMiddle East,
where religion was an important element of
nationhood.

The Academia and the Assyrians

In20th. centurysocial scientists replaced the
missionaries or the diplomnats of the pre;vious
century as the "experts” on the Assyrians. But
although the experts have changed, the orientalist
bias is still there, and reappears in new a new
guise. Examine recentmanuseripts and publications
on the Assyrians. Youwill notice that it has becane
almost fashionable formost dissertations, books, or
articles to start with the question:" 'Are
contemporary Assyrians really Assyrian?"

The question is then followed by a painstaking
paring of the racial and cultural traits of the
Assyrians of today with the ramnants of the past
archeological relics to establishvhether historical
continui ty between the two existsor not! What these
scholars and some of their readers do not seem to
realize is that to question the legitimacyof the
nane of todays Assyrians isnot a "scientific" act;
itis a political one, because this is the type
of question that the colonial powers raise to deny
the territorial and cul tural rights of several
doninated peoples.

The Palestinians in Israel, the Kurds in Turkey,
the Africans in South Africa and the Assyrians in
Iraq (The heartland of ancient Assyria is within the
present borders of Irag)-all face the same problem,
Their veryname isdenied so as to deny their people
hood, For the Jewish state the Palestinians are
only "Moslem Arabs"' for the Turks the Kurds are
"mountain Turks"; and for the Africaners of South
Africa(thewhite rulingminority), the Africans are
just diverse Bantu tribes, and not a single people.

In the same way the Assyrians are merely
"Syriac-speaking christians™ fromthe point of view
of the Iraqi Arab govermment,

Inviewof these facts it is evident that scholars,
by pesing the very question of identity , are
providing the rul ing powers wi th a weapon to use
against theirminorities. What other purpose can
anutterly unscientific question serve? Why is the
question unscientific? Because there has been a
tremendous anount of cul tural and racial admixture
among hunan societies through the centuries,
Cultural and racial continuity is impossible to be
established for any national group.

Moreover, during the 20th. centuryoldnations have
beendismantled and newones created without any
regard to cultural and historical realities-~ as a
glance on themapof Europe readily shows . In Europe
after WWI people who shared the same language and
cul ture were torn apart to constitute different
"nations" and people with diverse linguistic and
racial characteristicswere forceful ly sandwi tched
together to form one nation, And since the
arrangapent sui ted the superpowers, no questions are

asked about the legitimacy of these nations on
cul tural or historical grounds and yet the Assyrians
are on the millstone for those very reasons!

The Assyrians call themselves Assyrians for a
very simple and convincing reason: they are age old
inhabitants of ancient Assyria. That is their
haneland. Theyhave churches there that date as far
back as 3rd. and 4th, century A.D. That is
sufficient and says it all, There is no need to
engage in the inconclusive argunent of racial and
cultural purity. when the Palestinians say they are
Palestenians because their forefathers inhabited
Palestine, and the French say that France is their
hanel and because they have lived there for many
centuries, Oneclaimis asvalidas the other. What
makes the Frenchclaimmore respectable and that of
the Palestenians questionable, is not science, it is
politics pure and simple.

Therefore the question of whether the
cmtaporary Assyrians are Assyrians, should never be
asked. When a scholar makes that a topie of
research, he is playing apolitical game in the guise
of seience. There is no excuse for the academics to
remainnaive any longer, The scholars haveno choice
but to decide what they want to do with their
profession: put it in the service of the people or
use it to Pranote the interest of the rul ing Powers.
Whatever choice theymake, theycanbe sure that they
can no longer fool the people.
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The morial enemy of the Assyrian Nation is assimi-
lation and loss of identity both in Bet- Nahrain and in
other countries where Assvrians are presently residing.

The two answers

Dr. Eden Nahy, Harvard University.

The body and face of the colonized are not a pretty
sight. It is not without damage that one carries the
weight of such historical misfortune. If the colo-
nizer’s face is the odious one of an oppressor, that of
his victim certainly does not express calm and har-
mony. The colonized does not- exist in accordance
with the colonial myth, but he is nevertheless rec-
ognizable. Being a creature of oppression, he is
bound to be a creature of want.

How can one believe that he can ever be resigned
to the colonial relationship; that face of suffering
and disdain allotted to him? In all of the colonized
there is a fundamental need for change. For the colo-
nizers to be unconscions of this need means that
either their lack of understanding of the colonial sys-
tem is immense or that their blind selfishness is more
than readily believable. To assert, for instance, that
the colonized’s claims are the acts of a few intellec-
tuals or ambitious individuals, of deception or self-
interest, is a perfect example of projection: an ex-
_ planation of others in terms of one’s own interests.
The colonized's refusal resembles a surface phe-
nomenon, but it actually derives from the very nature
of the colonia! situation,

The middle-class colonized suffers most from bilin-
gualism. The intellectnal lives more in cultural an-
guish, and the illiterate person is simply walled into
his language and rechews scraps of oral culture.
Those who understand their fate become impatient
and no longer tolerate colonization. They only ex-
press the common misfortune. If not, why would they
be so quickly heard, so well understood and obeyed?

If one chooses to understand the colonial system,
he must admit that it is unstable and its equilibrium
constantly threatened. One can be reconciled to every
situation, and the colonized can wait a long time to
live. But, regardless of how soon or how violently
the colonized rejects his situation, he will one day
begin to overthrow his unlivable existence with the
whole force of his oppressed personality.

NINEVEH

of
the colonized

The two historically possible solutions are then
tried in succession or simultaneously. He attempts
either to become different or to reconquer all the
dimensions which colonization tore away from him.

The first attempt of the colonized is to change his
condition by changing his skin. There is a tempting
model very close at hand—the colonizer. The latter
suffers from none of his deficiencies, has all rights,
enjoys every possession and benefits from every pres-
tige. He is, moreover, the other part of the compari-‘
son, the one that crushes the colonized and keeps him
in servitude, The first ambition of the colonized is
to become equal to that splendid model and to re-
semble him to the point of disappearing in him.

By this step, which actually presupposes admira-
tion for the colonizer, one can infer approval of colo-
nization, But by obvious logic, at the very moment
when the colonized best adjusts himself to his fate,
he rejects himself with most tenacity. That is to say
that he rejects, in another way, the colonial situation.
Rejection of self and love of another are common to
all candidates for assimilation. Moreover, the two
components of this attempt at liberation are closely
tied. Love of the colonizer is subtended by a complex
of feelings ranging from shame to self-hate.

The extremism in that submission to the model is
already revealing. A blonde wornan, be she dull or
anything else, appears superior to any brunette. A
product manufactured by the colonizer is accepted
with confidence. His habits, clothing, food, architec-
ture are closcly copied, even if inappropriate. A
mixed marriage is the extrene expression of this
audacious leap.

This fit of passion for the colonizer’s values would
not be so suspect, however, if it did not involve such
a negative side. The colonized does not seek merely
to enrich himself with the colonizer’s virtues. In the
name of what he hopes to become, he sets his mind
on impoverishing himself, tearing himself away from
his true self. The crushing of the colonized is in-
cluded among the colonizer's values. As soon as the
colonized adopts those values, he similarly adopts his
own condemnation. In order to free himself, at least



50 he believes, he agrees to destroy himself. This phe-
nomenon is comparable to Negrophobia in a Negro,
or anti-Semitism in a Jew. Negro women try desper-
ately to uncurl their hair, which keeps curling back,
and torture their skin to make it a little whiter. Many
Jews would, if they could, tear out their souls—that
soul which, they are told, is irremediably bad. Peo-
ple bave told the colonized that his music is like
mewing of cats, and his painting like sugar syrup.
He repeats that his music is vulgar and his painting
disgusting. If that music nevertheless moves him, ex-
cites him more than the tame Western exercises,
which he finds cold and complicated, if that unison
of singing and slightly intoxicatihg colors gladdens
his eye, it is against his will. He becomes indignant
with himself, conceals it from strangers’ eyes or
makes strong statements of repugnance that are com-
ical, The women of the bourgeoisie prefer a medi-
ocre jewel from Europe to the purest jewel of their
tradition. Only the tourists express wonder before the
products of centuries-old craftsmanship. The point is
that whether Negro, Jew or colonized, one must re-
semble the white man, the non-Jew, the colonizer.
Just as many people avoid showing off their poor
relations, the colonized in the throes of assimilation
hides his past, his traditions, in fact all his origins
which have become ignominious.

‘Those internal convulsions and contortions could

have attained their goal. At the end of a long, pain-
ful process, one certainly full of conflict, the colo-
nized would perhaps have dissolved into the midst of
the colonizers. There is no problem which the ero-
sion of history cannot resolve. It is a question of time
and generations. There is, however, one condition—
that it not contain contradictory ideas. Well, within

the colonial framework, assimilation has turned out .

to be impossible.

The candidate for assimilation almost always
comes to tire of the exorbitant price which he must
pay and which he never finishes owing. He discovers
with alarm the full meaning of his attempt. It is a
dramatic moment when he realizes that he has as-
sumed all the accusations and condemnations of the
colonizer, that he is becoming accustomed to looking
at his own people through the eyes of their procurer.
True, they are not without defects, nor even without
blame. There is concrete foundation for his impa-
tience with them and their values. Almost everything

in them is out of style, inefficient and derisory. But
what is this? They are his own people, he is and has
never ceased to be one of them at heart! Those
rhythms balanced for centuries, that food which fills
his mouth and stomach so well, they are still his own;
they are still himself, Must he, all his life, be
ashamed of what is most real in him, of the only
things not borrowed? Must he insist on denying
himself, and, moreover, will he always be able to
stand it? Must his liberation be accomplished through
systematic self-denial?

Nonetheless, the major impossibility is not negat-
ing one’s existence, for he soon discovers that, even
if be agrees to everything, he would not be saved. In
order to be assimilated, it is not enough to leave one’s
group, but one must enter another; now he meets
with the colonizer’s rejection.

All that the colonized has done to emulate the
colonizer has met with disdain from the colonial mas-
ters. They explain to the colonized that those efforts
are in vain, that he only acquires thereby an addi-
tional trait, that of being ridiculous. He can never
succeed in becoming identified with the colonizer,
nor even in copying his role correctly. In the best of
circumstances, if he does not want to offend the
colonized too much, the colonizer will use all his.
psychological theories. The national character of
peoples is incompatible; every gesture is subtended
by the entire spirit, etc. If he is more rude, he will say
that the colonized is an ape. The shrewder the ape,
the better he imitates, and the more the colonizer
becomes irritated. With that vigilance and a smell
sharpened by malice, he will track down the telltale
nuance in clothing or language, the “lack of good
taste” which he always manages to discover. Indeed,
a man straddling two cultures is rarely well seated,
and the colonized does not always find the right pose.

Albert Memmi

The Colonizer and the Colonized

Nineveh's Note:

Albert Memmi is an author and expert on the
soctology and psychology of the colonized people.
He now lectures at French universities. His mes-
sage has much relevance to the plight of Assyrians.
We highly recommend his writings.




ASSYRIANS IN POST EMPIRE ERA

]

Unlike Egypt, Iraq accommodated not one but two

provincial identities, the Assyrian and the Babylonian.
Both cultures had of course suffered violent destruction
on their fall a thousand years before the Arab conquests:
as Nabopolassar and the Medes turned Assyria into
‘heaps and ruins’in 612 B.C..% so Xerxes razed the walls
of Babylon, expropriated its citizens and turned its god
into bullion after the revolt of 482.65 Both identities
nonetheless survived, the first under a Christian aegis,
the second under a pagan.
This unusual division of labour between Christianity
and paganism was a result of the differing impact of
foreign rule on the two provinces. Assyria, which had
neither the fabled wealth nor the strategic importance of
Babylon, had been left virtually alone by the Achaemen-
ids and Seleucids;¢ condemned to oblivion by the out-
side world, it could recollect its own glorious past in a
certain tranquillity.s” Consequently when the region
came back into the focus of history under the Parthians,
it was with an Assyrian, not a Persian let alone Greek,
self-identification: the temple of Ashur was restored, the
city was rebuilt,®® and an Assyrian successor state
‘returned in the shape of the client kingdom of Adia-
bene.® The Sasanids put an end tothe autonomy of this
kingdom,” but they did not replace the local rulers with
a Persian bureaucracy: though reduced to obedient ser-
vants of the Shahanshah, a native aristocracy therefore
survived.”! In one respect, however, their position in the
Persian state was an uncomfortable one. Already under
the Parthians the Shahanshahs tended to demand reli-
gious conformity in return for political significance;”
and under the Sasanids they did so systematically, thus
imposing a Persian truth on an Assyrian identity. As
long as the level of integration remained low this dis-
harmony could be disguised by syncretic manoeuvres;”
but as the Sasanids brought the local aristocracy into
closer contact with the Persian court, the meshes were
closed.” A Persian monarchy thus did for an ethnic God
in the east what an ethnic God did for Greek culture in
the west, and here as elsewhere theprovincialswere faced
with the choice between the rectification of genealogy
and the rectification of faith, zashih al nasab and tashih
al-din. Like the provincials of the west, the Assyrians
stuck to their genealogy, but unlike them they coutd not
merely go heretical: even a heretical Zoroastrian was still
conceptually a Persian, and vis-a-vis the Persians the
Assyrians therefore needed a different religion alto-
gether.” Onthe other hand, even an orthodox Christian
was still only a Greek by association; vis-a-vis the Greeks
a heresy therefore sufficed. Consequently, after a detour
via Judaism, the Assyrians adopted Christianity and
found their heresy in Nestorianism.7

Babylonia, by contrast, had never been left alone.
Apart from its massive Jewish diaspora, it was flooded
with Persian immigrants under the Achaemenids, Greeks
under the Seleucids and more Persians with the Sasan-
ids; the latter built their capital there and in due course
added yet another batch of foreigners in the form of
Greek and Syrian prisoners of war.” As a result the
Babylonian polity was dissolved. It is true that the ghost
of Babylon haunted lower Iraq for some two centuries in
the shape of the client kingdom of Mesne which, though
founded by an Iranian satrap, soon went Aramaic;™ and
there were no doubt other Aramean kings under the
Parthians.” But in the first place the Babylonian identi-
fication of Mesene was weak,*® and in the second place
the Sasanid choice of lower Iraq as the centre of their
empiré hardly left much room for a native aristocracy,
and whereas the Assyrians had a clear memory of their
own past, the Babylonians did not.*! One might indeed
have expected the Babylonian identity to vanish alto-
gether, and if it did survive it was not because it remem-
bered itself in isolation, but because it transcended itself
and won universal respect: the Greeks bowed in defer-
ence to Babylonian astrology and borrowed it without
disguising its Chaldean origin.*? and consequently the
Chaldeans could borrow Greek philosophy without los-
ing their identity. The fusion of Greek and Babylonian
paganism generated a variety of astrelogical religions
which, unlike the parent paganism, could hold their own
against the supreme truths of Zoroastrianism, and
which unlike Christianity were possessed of an ethnic
label: an Assyrian had only an identity, a Christian had
only a truth, but a Chaldean had both identity and truth.
In Chaldea pagans therefore survived.

Christianity did, of course, spread to Babylonia; but
whereas in Assyria it was a way of sanctifying a provin-
cial identity, in Babylonia it was a way of desanctifying
two. To the highly cosmopolitan environment of lower
Irag, Christianity, like Manichaeism, was a protest
against ethnic religions, not a way of acquiring one:
Manichaeism transcended the Chaldean and Persian
truths by combining them as lesser insights within a
larger and more grandiose scheme of things, and Chris-
tianity did the same by rejecting both as identical. The
Christians of lower Iraq never lacked identity: they
included Persians, Greeks, Elamites, Arameans, Qa-
traye, Arabs and others.$3 Like the Assyrians, they
might call themselves Suryane in contradistinction to
the pagans; but they never shared any single identity
between them; the only identity there was to inherit was
Chaldean, and on conversion the Chaldean renounced
his ethnicity as Magian and his culture as Zoroastrian.®
The Assyrian Christians have a genuine precedent for
their name, but Christians were only called Chaldeans
by way of abuse.5$ )



There were thus two distinct versions of Christianity
within the Nestorian church: on the one hand the local
church of Assyria, a chauvinist assertion of a provincial
identity; and on the other the metropolitan church of
Persia with its centre in Babylonia, a cosmopolitan
assertion of a gentile truth. But if the Assyrian church
was in this respect comparable to that of Egypt, its
chauvinism took a rather different form. Egypt had
preserved an ethnicity and a language peculiar to itself
among its peasantry, whereas its aristocracy belonged to
the larger Hellenised world; Assyria by contrast had an
aristocracy peculiar to itself, whereas it shared its ethnic-
ity and language with the larger Aramaic world. Hence
where Coptic chauvinism was ethnic and linguistic, that
of Assyria turned on the memory of a glorious past. In
this connection two timely conversions served to clear
the Assyrian kings of their Biblical disrepute. Firstly
Sardana the son of Sennacherib, thirty-second king of
Assyria after Belos and ruler of a third of the inhabited
world, submitted to the monotheistic message of Jonah
and instituted the Ninivite fast which saved Ninive from
destruction;® and the fast having saved the Assyrians
from the wrath of God in the past, it was reinstituted by
Sabrisho® of Karkha de-Bet Selokh to save them from a
plague a thousand years later.?” Secondly, the conver-
sion of lzates I] of Adiabene to Judaism was reedited as
the conversion of Narsai of Assyria to Christianity.58 In
other words the Assyrians were monotheists before
Christ and Christians after him, and the past therefore
led on to the present without a break. Thus the history of
Karkha de-Bet Selokh begins with the Assyrian kings
and ends with the Assyrian martyrs: Sargon founded it®°
and the martyrs made it ‘a blessed field for Christian-
ity’.®0 Likewise in the seventh cenfury before Christ all
the world stood in awe of Sardana,®! and in the seventh
century after Christ the saints took his place as the ‘sun
of Athor’ and the ‘glory of Ninive.?

The church in Babylonia, by contrast, had neither the
ethni¢ and linguistic pride of Egypt nor the historical
pride of Assyria. As against Egypt, they identified them-
selves as gentiles?® and used both Persian and Syriac.®
As against Assyria, they renounced the Babylonian past
to the pagans: Nimrod, in Assyria an ancestral king
commemorated in the names of Christian saints,” in
Babylonia retained his identification with Zoroaster®
and was either rejected as the originator of Persian
paganism?’ or conciliated as the oracular guide of the
Magians in search of Christ;* in either case he remained
a foreigner. Likewise the tradition represented by the
Christian Isho‘dad of Merv is as totally detached from
the Babylonian past, for all its considerable learning, as
that represented by the pagan Ibn Wahshiyya is totally
in love with it, for all its considerable errors.

Both the Assyrian and the Babylonian churches,
however, differed from that of Egypt in being aristocrat-
ically orientated; the first because its Assyrian identity
was vestted in a native aristocracy, the second because
the disinvestment from a native identity permitted a full
acceptance of Persian aristocratic values, Consequently
the Nestorian church as such was constituted by its
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nobles: the endless succession of peasants in the sayings
of the Egyptian fathers gives way to the endless succes-
sion of magnates in the acts of the Persian martyrs, and
whereas the Egyptian magnates could only just redeem
their worldly status by going Monophysite, the Nesto-
rian sources virtually brim over with aristocratic legitim-
ism.* The awe of Assyria for its local Nimrodids or
Sennacheribids is matched by the metropolitan rever-
ence for the royal descent of a Saba, Yuhannan or
Golindukht,!™ and the Nestorians were thus united in
their high esteem of power, wealth and wordly renown, 0!
[t is true that from time to time the intolerance of the
Shahanshahs precluded service at court;2 but local
magnates could and did stay in power, laymen played a
prominent role in the Nestorian church, and tolerant
Shahanshahs received the willing services of their Chris-
tian subjects:10? of all [aymen it was Yazdin of Kirkuk,
the fiscal officer in charge of taxes, tribute and booty for
Khusraw Il, who was honoured as the ‘defender of the
church in the manner of Constantine and Theodo-
sius.’'?4 Consequently the Nestorians were similarly uni-
ted in their attitude to the Persian king: alt had accepted
the political supremacy of the Persian Empire, and even
the Assyrians could hardly hope for a Sennacheribid
restoration; what they resented was the ethnic intoler-
ance of Zoroastrianism, and what they aimed at was
therefore not secession from the rule of the Shahanshah,
but his conversion. !9

As members of an aristocratic church the Nestorians
likewise differed from the Coptsin having a rich secular
culture: their high esteem for worldly power was
matched by their high esteem for human reason, a point
endorsed by Nesterian theology. Their official author-
ity, Theodore of Mopsuestia, did of course know the
traditional doctrine of the Fali, according to which an
initial state of human immortality and bliss had been
disrupted by sin and deteriorated progressively until the
dramatic return of grace with the redemptive death of
Christ. But he also taught a variant doctrine positing an
initial state of imperfection from which man had pro-
gressed under divine guidance until immortality was
regained with the exemplary resurrection of Christ.!00
One doctrine emphasised man’s need of grace, the other
his ability to help himself: if the divine instruction was to
be of any effect man must necessarily be able to distin-
guish between good and evil and to act in accordance
with his reason, and sin must therefore be an act of will
and an act against better knowledge. 7 It was for this
second view that the Nestorians opted, and if they did
not go Pelagian!®® or reduce the redemption to a mere
symbol of future immortality,!% they certainly did play
up reason at the expense of grace. 10

The possession of a secure social and doctrinal locus
for secular intellection did two things for Nestorian
culture. In the first place, whereas the Coptic church was
boorish, the Nestorian church was academic. Most
strikingly, it acquired one of the few non-monastic
schools of theology in the Near East when the school of
Edessa migrated to Nisibis,"!! and Nisibis in turn
spawned a series of lesser schools; and it similarly
acquired a school of medicine with the settlement of



prisoners of war in Gondeshapur.’'2 In general the
foundation of schools recurs again and again in the lives
of Nestorian worthies, and few monasteries were with-
out one.!l3

In the second place, whereas the Coptic church

Patricia Crone & Michael Cook
rejected Greek thought as morally pagan, the Nestorian

church legitimised 1t as proleptically Christian, For it I | AG AR I 3 M
was not of course an Assyrian culture that was being

taught in the Assyrian schools: the cultural impoverish-

ment of Assyria had been hardly less thoroughgoing ' f

than that of Egypt, and just as the Egyptian heritage in e a In g O t e
Coptic literature is limited to motifs of popular stories, -
so the Assyrian heritage in Christian literature is limited I I W I d
to Ahigar, the vizier of the Assyrian kings.!'¥ But unlike S aml C Or

the Coptic peasants, the Nestorian elite could replace
what it. had lost with the universal truths of Greek
philosophy. The philosophers were not only translated
but also exalted,!s and in due course the Nestorians
became adept enough at philosophy to export it back to
the west, 116

Source: HAGA RISM, The Making of the Islamic World, by Pairicia Crone
and Michael Cook, 1977.
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HAGARISM — 7 Making of the Islamic World

by Patricia Crone and Michael Cook

The book sets out a new theory of the origins of Islam and a novel analysis of the formation of Islamic
civilization. '

The theory of Islamic origins advanced in Part One is based on the use of contemporary non-Muslim
sources to reconstruct a phase in the history of the religion — ‘Hagarism’ — which the Islamic tradition
itself has suppressed. Most strikingly, these sources point to a very intimate link between the earliest form of
Islam and Jewish messianism. )

Islamic civilization took shape when the bearers of this developing faith conquered a Jarge part of the
world of late antiquity. What was it about the conquerors that enabled them to bring about the formation of
anew civilization? And what was it about the conquered that disposed them to collaborate in this venture?
Parts Two and Three set out to answer these questions, and to show what the answers have meant for the
character of Islamic civilization.

This challenging bock will be of interest to all those concerned with the study of Islamic history and
civilization, the history of Judaism and late antiquity, and the whole range of Near and Middle Eastern
studies. It is also a major contribution to the history of religion and the history of ideas.

FParricia Crone is Senior Research Fellow, The Warburg Institute, and Michael Cook is Lecturer in Economic History with
reference to the Middle East at the School of Oriental and African Studies.
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ISRAEL FALLS TO ASSYRIA IN 720 sce: AN ALBUM REVIEW

Victory albums have gone out of fashion in Israel
since 1967, but Tel Aviv University's Archeology
Institute hasnow apparently come up with a new form
of the genre - a Defeat Album. It records a major
beating for Qur Side, And to rub salt in the wound,
the album's price is %70,

But, The Conquest of Lachish by Sennacherib by
David Ussishkin recounts a chapter in biblical
archeology so tremendous as to transcend partisan
emotion,

The story includes one of the greatest and
earliest examples extant of combat "photography." It
was executed by an Assyrian artist accompanying his
nation's army in an expedition against Judea 2,700
years ago, His sketches, translated into stone
reliefs, provide the only portraits we have of Jews
from the biblical period.

The story also includes one of the great
adventures of archeology - the unearthing of
Sennacherib's palace by a British aristocrat in the
great tradition of inspired archeological amateurs,
Austen Henry Layard, and the carrying off of its
treasures, in the best colonial tradition, to the
British Museum,

The story concludes with the current dig at
Lachish, headed by the book's author, Dr, Ussishkin,
which has determined the destruction layer marking
Sennacherib's victory and uncovered one of the ramps
used by Sennacherib’'s assault force.

The kingdom of Assyria, based in the area of
today's Iraq, became the superpower of the Near East
towards the end of the 8th century BCE. The powerful
battering rams designed by its royal engineers
toppled the walls of fortified cities that stood in
the way of the growing empire. The last of the
Kingdom of Israel, embracing 10 of the 12 Israelite
tribes, fell toc Assyria in 720.

Judah was one of the few states in the region
that remained independent. In 701, Sennacherib set
out to rectify that. There is a remarkable diversity

of sources to tell us what happened. The Bible was.
the first, but the sculptings and texts uncovered by,

Layard in Sennacherib's palace at Nineveh giving the
Assyrian version of events and the evidence found in
Lachish itself by British and Israeli archeologists
provide a rare perspective on & single historical
event.

Judah wasruled by Hezekiah when the Assyrian
hosts approached from Nineveh, almost 1,000
kilometres away. He had been king for 26 years and
proved himself a vigorous and foresighted ruler, He
had shored up Jerusalem as his capital spiritually by
abolishing shrines outside the city., He strengthened
it physically with stout walls and, as a hedge
against siege, with the remarkable conduit ~ hewn
through rock from the Gihon spring outside the city
wall to a pool within the city.

Lachish was the most powerful city in the
kingdom outside Jerusalem. Ussishkin notes that it
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may have been a chariot city - equivalent of a modern
armoured corps base. With the approach of Sennach-
erib, the battlements were augmented with galleries
providing more space for soldiers, and archeologists
were to find the main drainage channel blocked to
prevent Assyrian infantry from penetrating beneath
the walls.

Sennacherib headed first for the Phoenecian
coast where he took Sidon and Acre. After sweeping
through Philistine towns on the coastal plain and
defeating an Egyptian expeditionary force, he headed
inland and laid siege to Lachish.

Itis clear to archeologists that the siege camp
lay where today's Moshav Lachish lies, a fairly level
hilltop attached by a topographic saddle to the mound
on which the city was built., The fierce battle is
witnessed today by the ashes and debris including
arrowheads and slingstones.

The biblical version is terse. "In the 14th
year of King Hezekiah (a dating that differs from the
historians} did Sennacherib, King of Assyria, come up
against all the fenced cities of Judah and took
them." (Kings 18:13, Isaiah 36:1),

In the Assyrian archives, Sennacherib offers
more details, After describing his earlier
victories, he says, "But as for Hezekiah, the Jew,
who did not bow in submission to my yoke, 46 of his
strong walled towns and innumerable smaller villages
in their neighbourhoods I besieged and conguered by
stamping down earth ramps and then by bringing up
battering rams, by the assault of foot soldiers, by
breaches, tunneling and sapper operations. I made to
come out from them 200,150 people, young and old,
male and female, innumerable horses, mules, donkeys,
camels, large and small cattle, and counted them as
the spoils of war."

After its fall, the city was put to the torch
and Sennacherib marched on Jerusalein to which he laid
siege, "I shut (Hezekiah) up like a caged bird,"
says the Assyrian monarch's annals.

The Bible recounts that the Assyrian siege
casmp was struck by a plague which forced Sennacherib
to withdraw. The latter makes no mention of plague
and tells us instead that Hezekiah "sent a personal
messenger to deliver the tribute and make a slavish
obesiance,” The tribute included not only gold and
other precious materials but the king's daughters,
concubines, and male and female musicians. These
were sent to Nineveh.

In any event, the Assyrians did not enter the
city, which survived intact until the Babylonians
under Nebuchadnezer 1aid it waste 115 years later,
destroying the First Temple,

Amateur archeologist Layard began digging in
1847 into a dusty tel on the Tigris River near Mosul
in Irag. His instincts told him a great Assyrian .
city had once stood there, even though previous
excavations had uncovered nothing. He chose a corner
of the high mound overlooking the river and within a
few days began uncovering a series of chambers with



stone reliefs and cuneiform inscriptions, clearly
part of a magnificent royal palace,

He returned two years later, by which time the
cuneiform inscriptions had been deciphered, including
the name Sennacherib, Pushing long tunnels into the
mound, lit by vertical shafts from the surface, he
quickly came to the main part of the palace. Leading
off the central court were three chambers in a row,
the entrance to each flanked by two huge bull colesi.
The gates and colosi were progressively smaller -
from six metres to four - to give an impression of
depth. The innermost chamber, to which the eye was
drawn by this impressive architectural arrangement,
was lined by sculpted reliefs about 26 metres long
depicting the conquest of Lachish, The setting made
clear the importance Sennacherib attributed to that
hard-fought victory.

The Lachish panels were the best preserved of
the many lining the palace's rooms. Most of them -
about 19 metres in all - were packed in cases and
floated by raft down to the sea where they were
placed aboard a British frigate,

It was another British archeologist, James
Ledlie Starkey, who in 1932 - 85 years after Layard's
probe of Nineveh - began digging at Lachish itself,
The tel had been identified as Lachish only three
years before by W,F, Albright, a giant of biblical
archeology, but neot all experts agreed, Unlike
Layard, Starkey was a trained archeologist, and he
executed a controlled excavation, uncovering the
layers of settlement from the top downwards. The
second level from the top was clearly identified by
pottery as the remains of the city destroyed by
Nebuchadnezer in 586 BCE. However, there was con-
siderable controversy about the level beneath, which
showed massive signs of destruction by fire., Because
of the close resemblance of the pottery found at this
level - level 3 - with the pottery of level 2 ,
Starkey concluded that very little time had passed
between these two periods. He attributed the des-
truction of level 3 to Nebuchadnezer's campaign in
597, a decade before he destroyed Lachish - pre-
sumably a second time - and Jerusalem.

Starkey wasshot dead by 1938 by an Arab as he
drove from Lachish to Jerusalem to attend the opening
of what is today known as the Rockefeller Museum.
One of his assistants, Olga Tufnell, who was to
continue working on the material from the six seasons
of excavations, came to her own conclusion about
level 3, Closer examination of the pottery convineced
her that there was a marked difference between the
material in levels 2 and 3 and that the latter had
been manufasctired well before the destruction of 5886,
She concluded that level 3 should be dated to the
Assyrian destruction of 701 BCE.

Albright, Kathleen Kenyon and other major
archeologists continued to support the 597 dating,
but Israell archeologists increasingly inelined to
the 701 dating on the basis of their knowledge of
pottery elsewhere in the country.
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David Ussishkin began a major excavation at
Lachish in 1973 on behalf of Tel Aviv University's
Institute of Archeology, the Israel Exploration
Society and other institutions. The excavations are
in their ninth season. He has concluded that level 3
is clearly the remains of the city destroyed by
Sennacherib,

Last week Tufnell, now in her 90's, flew over
from England at Ussishkin's request and addressed the
members of the expedition at the Lachish dig site on
her reminiscences of the Starkey expedition half a
century ago.

When the current dig began a decade ago, it was
visited by Prof, Yigael Yadin, who suggested that
stone heaps at one corner of the mound might be the
remains of one of the Assyrian siege ramps. Starkey
had believed that the stones were remnants of
collapsed fortifications. Ussishkin cut a trench
into the stone mass and concluded that the stones had
not fallen randomly but were indeed part of a ramp
whose upper layers were cemented by hard mortar,

In his book, Ussishkin says that if his
supposition is correct, "then our siege ramp is the
only Assyrian siege ramp so far archeologically
attested, Moreover, it seems it is the most ancient
siege ramp so far discovered in the Near East,” The
nearest dates from a century later in Smyrna.

Starkey had uncovered several caves on the
mound's slope into which an estimated 1,500 bodies
had been piled. There were indications of death by
fire, Starkey had suggested - "quite convincingly,"
according to Ussishkin - that these were victims of
the Assyrian attack whose bodies had been removed
from the devastated city.

Remains of 695 skulls were brought to London
where an expert found a close racial resemblance to
the population of Egypt at that time. "The
relationships found suggest that the population of
the town in 700 BCE was entirely, or almost entirely,
of Egyptian origin." principally Upper Egypt. "If
s0,” writes Ussishkin, "this indeed is a conclusion
of far-reaching implications."

Three of the skulls had been operated on and
parts of the bone sawed away in what appear to have
been emergency operations. Two appear to have died
in the process but one skull shows signs of healing
after the operation. "Could they perhaps represent
desperate attempts to save thé lives of people
injured in battle?"” asks Ussishkin.

Last year, the Institute of Archeology
dispatched artist Judith Dekel to the British Museum
to draw the Lachish reliefs to half their original
size. The drawings, together with photographs of the
reliefs by Avraham Hay and finds from the dig were
recently displayed at Tel Aviv University.

The drawings, which are included in the book,
permit a fascinating look at a live biblical scene as
viewed by the eye of a talented contemporary artist.
Ussishkin believes that the scene was sketched during
the battle by the artist and then reproduced in stone



in Nineveh, From the perspective of the scene, it
seems clear that the artist stood where Moshav
Lachish's turkey runs now stand,

For the first time we are given an idea of what
Jews of that period looked like, or at least how they
dressed. Women, including Ilittle girls, seen
emerging from the main gate into captivity wear
shawls which cover their heads and which fall down
their backs to the bottoms of their simple dresses.
The men, who have short beards, wear scarves around
their heads with the edges hanging down over their
ears to their shoulders. "A thick horizontal line
below the belt probsably marks the bottom of a
sleeveless shirt,” says Ussishkin,

Judean warriors shown fighting from the
battlements wear a variety of headgear, including
conical helmets.

The Assyrian troops are understandably depicted
with far greater detail., There are groups of
variously clad archers, presumbably from different
contingents in the army. There are light auxiliary
archers and heavily armoured archers and slingers
with piles of slingstones at their feet. Some of the
soldiers wear boots, some are barefoot,

From a military point of view the most
intriguing part of the reliefs are the battering
rams. There are seven of them pushed up to the city
wall on ramps covered with logs to provide easier
rolling for the ram's wheels, Five rams stand close
together on the main ramp near the city's principle
gateway, the ramp Ussishkin believes he has
identified in the field.

The rams are advanced under heavy fire coming
from the defenders in the form of rocks, arrows and
burning torches. The reliefs indicate that the rams
were assembled from a number of parts and held by
securing pins. They resemble a baby carriage with
the hood up, the hood protecting the soldiers inside.
Protruding through the front is the metal ram
head supported by a wooden shaft swinging on a rope
like a pendulum, Inside the machine, crouching
soldiers swing the shaft to the rear and let it race
forward to strike the city wall, Under persistent
pounding, the wall will presumably give way.

In his annals, Sennacherib mentions that his
palace in Nineveh was built with the help of
captives. Some of the reliefs found there poriray
the building of the palace with captives carrying
large stones and pulling giant pieces of sculpture
with ropes. One group is depicted identically with
the defenders of Lachish. "Clearly these are the men
of Judah, quite possibly the men of Lachish," writes
Ussishkin.

Two decades after his victory at Lachish,
,Sennacherib was murdered, The Bible tells us he was
killed by his sons while praying in a temple. The
king's face was deliberately mutilated on the Lachish
reliefby an unknown hand, probably in the riots that
followed his death,

Thus, while posterity still gazes at the human
likenesses of his soldiers and his Jewish victims at
Lachish, the great emperor himself has been left to
us as a faceless roar of thunder,

The Jerusalern Post, International Edition, July 31-August 6, 1983,

Assyrians have been accused of spilling
oceans of blood; they did so — in their
statistics. All historians know that statistics
of enemy loss are enormously overesti-
mated, even in these days of statistical
assoclations and professors of statistics.

_Yet it has been the fashion of many Orien-
talists, not merely to accept Assyrian statis-
tics at face value, but, if there was a choice
of numbers, to take the higher!

A. T. Olmstead
History of Assyria
The University of Chicago Press, 1923

SEND YOUR
TAX DEDICTIBLE
CONTRIBUTION TO

THE CENTER FOR
MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES
1737 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Checks 10 be made out to:

CMES, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FOR THE DAVID B. PERLEY
MEMORIAL ASSYRIAN FUND

The monies from this fund will
be wused o subsidize the
publication of scholarly books
or monographs in the English
language about the Assyrians
since the Seventeenth Century.

e
15



Assyrian Studies

JUDAH IN THE REIGN OF MANASSEH AS EVIDENCED IN
TEXTS DURING THE NEO-ASSYRIAN PERIOD AND IN THE
ARCHAEQLQGY OF THE IRON AGE Order No. 8115534
BULBACH, STANLEY WALTER, PR.D. New York University, 1981, 210pp.
Adviser: Professor Baruch Levine

Relatively little information is available on the West's historical and
religious heritage as it exasted in the Near East during the Neo-Assyrian
Period iti the 7th Century, B.C.E. The biblical materials do not detail much
information about classical Hebrew prophecy during the decades after the
Neo-Assytian advance into Judah in 701 and before Jeremiah. Although
the 7th Century, B.C.E in Judah prior to the reign of Josigh is rradidonally
seen as a "Dark Age” of devastation, paganism, and wickedness, we know it
was an age of increasing urbanization and growing commerce and industry
throughout the rest of the Near East; and while the prophets were telling of
2 universal God of world events, the Neo-Assyrian Empire itself was
enacting "world history” for the first dme.

In Judah, the first half of the 7th Century was dominated by the fittle
known kipg, Manasseh, who was, ironically, the longest reigning king of the
Judahite monarchy. Because his reign has been obscure, it has r:ot been
possible to explore the relationship between the simultzneous
developments of internationalism and universal meaotheism.

This thesis researches fundamental information about this king’s reign:
his vital dates, his domain’'s boundaries, ard the general conditons of his
kingdom during his years; and this work looks for new areas of information
that reveal more about this age.

‘This research reviews the biblical and Assyrian records, last investgated
exhaustively for this topic over half a century ago. Recently, much
archaeological evidence has come to light for the general period (Iron Age
11-C, 800-587 B.C.E.) in which Manasseh ruled Gathered from various
Judsahite sites by different teamns of researchers, it is reviewed in this thesis
first to text consistency of methods, criteria, and interpretaton, across the
field. Then any information which can be seen to maintain a consensus of
opinion without serious inherent contradiction is compared with the texts
to test fundamental determinations about the reign of Manasseh,

The results reveal a serious problem of archaeological interpretadon of
the period’s evidence. Difficulties are found where the Bible has been used
to explain that evidence, which is then used to explain or verify the Bible.
The material context of the period, to which archaeclogy may best tesiify, is
seen 10 be neglected, if not obfuscated by this confusion. Nonetheless, the
evidence from the material context which can be developed is then
compared to the textual evidence. It indicates that Sennacherib’s invasion
of Judah in 701 resulted in a relatively minor change to Judah’s borders
and that Manasseh’s reign is seen to begin in 698 as a result of siandard
Nec-Assyrian policy of stabilizing a vassal state. Furthermore, evidence is
found of considerable economic activity and technological developments
throughout the period.

It is concluded that the rradition of Judah’s suffering through a lang
dark age after Sennacherib’s invasicn can no longer stand without support
of solid evidence: that evidence cannot be found This work argues that it is
necassary for archaeologists to reconsider many of the interpreiations they
pased upon that uadition. It is noted that it i5 not yet possible 10 prove
conclusively that Judah shared in all of the uriquely great wealth and rapid
. developments that the international Assyrian Empire brought to Judah's
neighbors in the 7th Century B.C.E_, but it is determined that Manasseh’s
" kingdom did participate in at least some of these benefits and innovations
from early on in the century, so that we may now proceed to begin 1o
consider some of the biblical history of the period in terms of Judah's
exposure to the intermational market of materals and ideas.

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE HUMAN
FIGURE ON THE ASSYRIAN WALL RELIEFS

(Order No. 69-17,571)

Pauline Albenda, Ph,D.
Columbia University, 1969
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This dissertation attempts to investigate the artistic
achievements of the late Assyrian Empire, extending {rom the
ninth to the seventh centuries B.C., as demonstrated by the
monumental wall reliefs of that period. The study is confined
to one aspect of the reliefs, namely the representation of the
human form — man. This motif stands out as the principal
{eature of the wall reliefs.

The organization of the dissertation commences with a
chapter that discusses the materials, techniques, and work-
shops of the artist in Western Asia, in order to gain a better
understanding of the artist’s contribution in relation to the
monumental works of Assyrian art. The royal workshops of
the Assyrian kings were under the supervision of master art-
ists, whose position may have been important. Underlying such
a supposed status are earlier literary traditions that distinguish
two separate aspects of craftsmanship. One is imaginary and
describes the works of divinities, the other is factual and con-
cerns the role of kings, as well as artisans, in the creation of
works of art,

The stones used for the Assyrian palace reliefs were quar-
ried {rom the mountains and most probably transported with
the use of river boats, flat barges, and specially constructed
sledges for land travel. Mechanical contrivances and & variety
of iron tools were the means by which the stones were pre-
pared and sculptured. Several stages were required for the
completion of the bas-reliefs, Finally, the bas-reliefs were
painted, partially or fully,

The second chapter deals with a detailed study of the human
figure, defining its characteristics according to pose and type
of action. The categories of actions that are explored are as
follows: {1) the schematic or standard pose, (2) the observed
pose, that is, a pose that may reflect visual reality, (3} the
action pose, a pose stressing momentary movement. In the
first category are discussed the standing figure, back and pro-

Iile views, half-kneeling figures, seated figures, nude figures,
The second category is concerned with more naturally dis-
posed figure-type poses. These include twisted figures,
lurned figures, bent figures, prostrate figures, and activities
of a singular character, Actions of stability and instability
are studied in the category of poses siressing movements re-
laled to a continuous actlivity, Balanced actions are shown
when a person ascends or descends a hilly terrain, climbs a
jadder, rides an animal, or swims. Three major phases in
V\Fhich a human figure no longer retained a sense of stability
are discernible. These are the pose of losing one’s balance,
the fall through space, the fall upon the ground.

) The central character of the Assyrian reliefs remains the
King, Chapter III is therefore devoted entirely to the represen-
lation of that personage. The image of the Assyrian ruler in
which he is portrayed as a personage attired in the {ull regalia
of Kingship is seen particularly on the carved stelae. These

stelae served as the means for placing on view the official roval
portrait. The presence of divine emblems in the field zbove the
king on the stelae may symbolize {he divine sanction of kingship,
Altributes of kingship include the scepter (mace), sword, and
crown. The staff, when held in the hand of the Assyrian ruler.
may reflect the importance of making royal decisions,

No scene depicting the Assyrian ruler in an act of worship
before a deity can be found among the wall reliefs. In the re-
liefs the only obvicusly ritual activity shown, involving the king,
occurs after his successful hunt of wild bulls or licns. Asso-
ciated with the scenes of the king pouring a libation over dead
animals are scenes which picture him hunting these creatures,

An important theme shown on the bas-reliefs iliustrates the
military campaigns undertaken by the Assyrian rulers. The
heroic character of the king is indicated by his direct participa-
ticn in the military exploits. After the period of Sargon TT, how-
ever, the military might of the king is alluded to in scenes after
battle,

The fourth chapter provides a catalogue of important figure-
types, within each of which is given a listing of supplementary
action poses. 331 pageé.
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God and the new physics

The emergent science of cosmology does not and cannot deny the existence of God. But
it does suggest that theology needs a new vocabulary

Paul Davies

nary men and women continue to search for a deeper

meaning behind existence. The old religious framework
that gave man a definite place in the cosmos has been demol-
ished by science. But though science may have displaced
religion in explaining the workings of nature, can it provide
the rich metaphysical and mystical foundation for existence
that has traditionally been the prerogative of religion?

There is 2 growing feeling that the new physics and the new
cosmology not only have a compulsive mystical element to
them, but that they address deep questions which leave the
traditional religions out of their depth: How did the physical
Universe come nto being and how will it end? What is matter
and how did it come to exist? How did the energy that powers
the cosmos arise and how did it orgamse itself into the phys-
ical structures we now observe? Is the order we perceive the
result of random forces or the product of special initial
conditions?

1 came 10 be interested in the religious dimension of science
when [ found myself working on topics in modern physics
and cosmology, such as the big bang, the arrow of time and
the nature of matter, that seemed to invade areas of human
enquiry that for centuries have preoccupied theologians and
philosophers. What excited me was the prospect that some of

r I "RADITIONAL RELIGION is in decline, but ordi-

the age-old mysteries of the Universe might actually be on the .

verge of solution by scientific means. Did this then mean, |
wondered, that physical science was about to displace God
entirely from the physical Universe?

The issue of genesis is at the heart of all religions. The Bible
begins, appropriately enough, with an account of the
creation. In recent years, cosmologists have made enormous
advances in understanding the scientific version of the
creation—the so-called big bang, from which all existing
things sprang. The deep mystery of what triggered this
awesome event prompts us to re-examine a longstanding
theological debate known as “the cosmological argument”.

The cosmological argument reached its most developed
form with Wilhelm Leibniz and Samuel Clarke in the 18th
century. Everything, it was reasoned, has a cause that
precedes it; nothing can occur uncaused. We can trace a chain
of cause and effect back into the mists of time, but the chain,
it was said, could not continue for ever. There must have been
a first cause of everything, and this cause we call God. God 1s
the ultimate creator of all existing things.

A related argument appeals not t0 causation as such, but to
“contingency”. Everything must have an explanation outside
itself; nothing can provide an explanation for its own exis-
tence. Therefore the explanation for the entire physical
Urg\é%rse must lie outside that Universe, and that explanation
is .

Impressive though these arguments may seem at first sight,
they were savagely attacked by philosophers such as David
Hume long before modern science had anything to say on the
matter. What the philosophers objected to was the
contradictory reasoning: the arguments first assume that
everything must have a cause or explanation, but then go on
to postulate God, who does not have a cause or explanation.
If you can have an uncaused God, why not an uncaused
Universe? .

This classic debate recurs again and again. “Something
must have created the Universe—made the big bang go bang”,
one hears. “But who created God?” comes the retort. The

hard-nosed sceptic is unimpressed by arcane answers about
God being a “necessary” being whose explanation is to be
found within Himself.

What do the new physics and the new cosmology have to
say on the matter? There is general agreement that some sort
of creation did occur. Although no logical reason is known
why the Universe cannot be infinitely old, there is persuasive
evidence, both from theory and observation, that the entire

physical Universe, including space and time, erupted into
existence in a-gjgantic flash of heat about 18 hillion years ago.
But the issue of what cqused this big bang 1s not as simple as
Leibniz and Clarke imagined.

A singularity event

According to the general theory of relativity, the big bang
started from a condition of infinite compression at which
spacetime was infinitely warped, a situation known to
mathematicians as a singularity. A singularity is like an edge
or boundary to spacetime, and it is meaningless to consider
extending the physical Universe through it. In particular,
concepts like “betore” or “causation™ make no sense when
applied to the big bang singularity, for there was no “before”.
Time itself began there.

This twist rekindles a long-running dispute among
Christian theologians concerning God’s relation to time. Is
God in time or outside time? As long ago as the 6th century,
St Augustine of Hippo wrote that “the world was created with
time and not in time"—a remarkably prophetic
pronouncement. Today’s physicist also regards time as part
and parcel of the physical world. It is linked inextricably to
space and matter. Time can be warped by gravity and
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motion, even in the laboratory, and it obeys physical laws in
the same way as does matter. Physicists can manipulate fime,
as they manipulate matter. Indeed, the very recent attempts
to unify gravity with the other forces of nature involve treat-
ing spacetime on the same footing as matter, as merely
another field. If. then, we insist that God is responsible for all
the physical Universe, then He must also be the explanation
of time, and hence must exist outside of time.

The trouble is that a timeless God bears little relation to the
traditional image of a Deity—a thinking, acting, commu-
nicating being—for thought, action and communication are
all temporal concepts. What does it mean to say that God
planned the Universe timelessly, or answers prayer time-
lessly, or sits in judgement timelessly? Yet if God did not
come into being unti! after the big bang (that is after the
beginning of time), how can He be regarded as the Creator?
Worse still, if the Universe is eventually obliterated at a big
crunch and time then ceases. 1s that to be the end of God too?

Further problems with the cosmological argument arise
from a study of guantum mechanics. A central plank in the
argument is that all existing material things must have causes.
{Though perhaps not all things. Numbers and the rules of
arithmetic surely exist. Yet many would argue that they too
exist timelessly and uncaused; that they are “there” indepen-
dently of the Universe and are discovered, not created, by
humans.) Quantum mechanics, on the other hand, tells us
that the world is inherently indeterministic. Heisenberg’s
uncertainty principle maintains that the microworld is
rebellious and chaotic, so that events may occur without well-
defined causes. For example, the precise moment of the
radioactive decay of an atomic nucleus is totally unpredict-
able, even with complete knowledge of the nuclear state.

Recently, intense effort has been devoted to the application
of quantum physics to the Universe as a whole. Though the
theory remains tentative and difficult to interpret, it does
open up an astonishing possibility—that the entire physical
world, including spacetime, could have come into existence
spontaneously and uncaused as a sort of quantum
“fluctuation™. We are familiar with the abrupt and uncaused
appearance of particles in quantum physics. Why not space-
time also? A spate of mathematical papers has recently

appeared addressing this profound question of a self-creating
Universe which somehow bootstraps itself into existence
using quantum indeterminism as the straps.

Calculations suggest that the newly-appeared quantum
cosmos would be merely a transient phenomenon, minute in
both size and duration, and not a big bang of cosmic propor-
tions. What, then, made this cosmic “seed™ blossom forth
into a full-blown Universe? Here a bold new theory called the
inflationary universe scenario ¢an provide a natural expla-
nation. According to the scenario, the primeval mini-
universe was overwhelmed by a force that may picturesquely
be described as antigravity, and which is related to the grand
unified force currently being sought by high energy physicists.
Under the impact of this antigravitational repulsion, the
mini-universe literally exploded, and swelled in an instant to
something like the present size. The colossal energy generated
by this explosion went on {0 power the cosmos, and provided
all the matter, radiation and activity that we see today.

The importance of this new cosmological scenario, based
on quantum high-energy physics, is not so much in the details
but in the fact that, for the first time, a comprehensive
scientific account of all of existence can be provided. In the
old big bang theory, nearly all the physical structures we
observe in the Universe, from quarks 1o quasars, had to be
“put in by hand”. That is, they were postulated to be the result
of mysterious initial conditions beyond the scope of science.
The new quantum cosmology attempts to explain all physical
structures—even space and time—as an automatic
consequence of the laws of physics. The initial state of the
Universe is regarded as irrelevant to its present condition: the
inflationary phase wipes out all information about the prior
state, and ensures that the cosmos which emerges inevitably
resembles something like our own.

Such developments make us wary about attributing the
structure and organisation of the physical world to the activ-
ities of a2 Deity in the remote past. They suggest that the true
explanation of existence lies not in the way things began, but
in the laws of physics which underpin the processes such as
inflation. Given these laws, the Universe, it seems, can look
after itself,

Beautiful laws of physics

Few scientists who have worked in fundamental physics
can fail to have been moved and inspired by the subtle beauty
and simplicity of the law of physics. Take particle physics, for
example. Each new discovery exposes a rich and elaborate
structure of closely interlocking symmetries of a profound
mathematical nature. The ultimate building blocks of matter
which are gradualiy being revealed inhabit a world of aston-
ishing order and harmony. The laws of physics dovetail
together with such exquisite consistency and coherence that
the impression of design is overwhelming.

In bygone centuries, theologians frequently appealed to
evidence for design as an argument for the existence of God.
William Paley (1743-1805) directed attention 1o the complex
structures that occur in both astronomy and
biology, and argued that they cannot be the result of blind
chance. Today, we can see the fallacy of Paley’s reasoning.
Scientists recognise many systems in which order and
complex activity arise spontaneously in physics and chem-
istry, while Darwinian evolution explains how biological
organisms have achieved such remarkable adaptation to their
environment. Even in cosmology there is no real mystery
about how the ordered Universe we observe today has
emerged from the chaos of the primeval fire.

The existence of complex systems, however, is only one
sort of order—what we might call the order of complexity.
There is another sort of order in the Universe which cannot
be so easily explained: the order of simplicity. Perhaps the
most striking example concerns what might be called the
day-to-day running of the Universe. We do not doubt that
each day the Sun will rise on schedule, or that when we drop
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an apple it will fall, or that like poles of a magnet wili continue
to repel each other. The steady ticking of a watch or the
rhythmic motions of the planets testify to the dependability of
nature. Such regularities of behaviour are not logically neces-
sary. We can envisage a capricious world, full of random
processes and haphazard concatenations of events, a world
where matter and energy go beserk.

These felicitous regularities are, of course, a
manifestation of the /faws of nature, and phys-
icists have found elegant mathematical
expressions for them: “God is a
mathematician™ 1s an oft-repeated proclama-
tion. This prompts many questions: did God
create mathematics, or does it exist outside of
even (God, its properties indubitably deter-
mined by the ruies of logic? Then, if God had
at His disposal all of mathematics (whatever
that is). did He have any choice in the mathe-
matical form of the laws of physics, and if so,
why did He choose the laws to be what they
are? Why. in fact, are there any laws at all? In
my view it is here that we come closest to the issue of meaning
and purpose in the Universe.

Nature’s constants

In the last few years more and more scientists have been
struck by what they regard as a string of improbable
*accidents” or “coincidences” that are butlt into the laws of
physics 10 enable the universe to produce the familiar systems
we see—galaxies, stars, atoms and, most significant of all, us.
These laws include certain “constants of nature”, such as the
masses of elementary particles, the strengths of the coupling
between different fields and matter, and so on. Slight changes
in the numerical values of these constants would lead to th-
most drastic alteration in the cosmic arrangement, and would
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probably rule out life and consciousness. If the inverse square

law of gravity went even very slightly awry, cosmic cata-

strophe would ensue. The most minute change in the relative

strengths of gravitational and electromagnetic forces would

turn stars like the Sun into blue giants or red dwarfs. All

around us, we s_egim to see evidence that nature got it just
nght.

The central question then follows: are these
fundamental laws the product of a designing
Mind? It may seern impossible to make any
progress at all on this question. Nevertheless,
some scientists have attempted to demon-
strate that the laws of physics are, in some
sense, inevitable. They reason that the dictates
of logic may place such constraints on the

5 possible form of ary mathematical laws that
¥ 2 nature was virtually determined in advance,

We live in the only possible Universe. Of
& course, this raises the deep issue of whether
3 the rules of logic are themselves absolute, or

properties of the Universe.

The attempt to reduce physics to logic has never made
much headway, and for most of us the laws of physics are
approached with a sense of wonderment and awe. Many
scientists see in them evidence of a planning Mind. The fact
that, according to science, the universe runs as a self
regulating machine, without the need for external inter-
ference from a Deity could, if anything, be taken as further
evidence for a carefully designed masterplan. 1 have never
liked the idea that God needs to keep tinkering with the
cosmic machine because it was somehow imperfect in the
first place.

The new physics thus projects God outside matter, space
and time, into the abstract world of logic, mathematics and
physical law. It has no need of a Creator in the traditional
sense, but it seems to demand some guiding influence located,
as 1t were, gbove nature, sustaining all of existence,

One of the lessons of the new physics is that everyday
concepts of space, time and matter are badly misconceived.
The theory of relativity swept aside the absolute space and
time of Newton while the apparently concrete matter
perceived by our crude senses dissolved away on deeper
1nspection into ghostly patterns of vibrating quantum energy.
Field and particle, spacetime and force, mind and matter,
have become interwoven in paradoxical forms utterly alien in
norraal experience.

Many of the weird and abstract concepts thrown up by the
new physics have struck deep chords with those of a mystical
persuaston. Much to the bewilderment of the profession, cults
have sprung up around quantum physics, black holes and the
theory of relativity. Esoteric concepts such as Bell’s inequality
and non-locality in quantum measurement have become the
focus of quasi-religious adulation.

While most practising physicists tend to dismiss this trend
as at best embarrassing and at worst crackpot, there is no
doubting the compulsive mystical appeal of fundamental
physics and cosmology. The far-reaching philosophical impli-
cations of the new physics should not be ignored by the phys-
lcs community. Nor should it be ignored by the traditional
religious communities. The old ways of looking at the world
are being undermined by the onslaught of physical sctence.
Images of a God on high commanding a clockwork universe,
which unfolds in a rigid arena of absolute space and time
according to His preordained plan, make little sense in the
world of timewarps and quantum cosmology. The new
physics has room for a meaning to existence, but the language
of this ultimate reality is not to be found in the familiar world
of daily discourse. ad

Newcastie upon Tyne. His latest book, God and the New Physics, has
just been published by J. M. Dent and Sons at £8-95.
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CONFERENCE ON MIDDLE EAST STUDIES

CHICAGO

The Center for Middle East studies neld its 17th Annual
Meeting under the sponsorship of the University of Chica-
go on November 3, 4, 5and 6, 1983, in Chicago. The lobby
of the fabulous Hotel Continental on Chicago’s magnifi-
cent mile for four days looked like the central lobby of the
tnited Nations in New York. Hundreds of representatives
of the Middle East countries and professors from many
universilies and from abroad mingled, exchanged ideas
and attended lectures, panel discussions and displays hav-
ing to do with the Middle East.

The AUA Foundation was asked by the Center to in-
form the Assyrian community of a scholarly panel discus-
sion 10 be held on the afternoon of Friday, November 4,
1983, entitled “ASSYRIAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST:
SEARCH FOR NATIONAL IDENTITY”.

The individuals chosen to head the panel were Associale
Professor, Dr. John Amos, Department of the Navy,
Monterey, California; his wife, Jeannine Ushana, attorncy
{an Assyrian); Dr. Richard Frye and his wife, Dr. Eden
Naby (an Assyrian), both of Harvard University; Dr. John
Joseph (an Assyrian tom the Middle East) of Franklin &
Marshall College and William Beeman of Boston Univer-
sily as the moderator.

Dr. Eden Naby spoke on the ties that bind all Assyrians
together wherever they are. She pointed out the political
activism of Assyrians all over the world regarding the
future of their Nation. She also talked about the new
awakening among our people, including a new trend in
recognizing certain days of relevance such as the Assyrian
New Year, April | {(Kha Bneesan) and the Assyrian
Martyr's Day, August 7 {(shawa Btabakh).

Dr. Richard Frye spoke on the name controversy of
Syrian and Assyrian, He pointed out that the Fertile Cres-
cent (the area embracing Asia Minor and the Middle East)
had Aramaic as its official language and how the change-
over 10 the name Assyrian came about. He also explained
why many people called the language of the Assyrian
Syriac. He added, however, that the Assyrian Scholar of
the 19th Century, Hormuzd Rassam (1826-1910), called us
Assyrians.

Dr. John Amos of the Department of the Navy spoke on
“THE ASSYRIANS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: STRUC-
TURAL CONDITIONS OF NATIONALISM.” He point-
ed out the reasons for the process of Assyrian social mobil-
ization. Dr. Amos explained how the physical and psycho-
logical uprooting of the Assyrians from a traditional com-
munal society and from its values and its beliefs produced
a loss of jndividual and collectiue identity. He spoke at
length on the repeated massacres and'®he forced migration
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and their results. He also mentioned the assimilation prob-
lem, both in the Middle East and now in the West which
the Assyrians are facing and its results. In his notes, Dr.
Amos used as his source of information these publications:
The Assyrian Star; The Assyrian Sentinel; The Assyrian
Quest and Bet Nahrain. He also relied on the following in-
dividuals: His Holiness the late Mar Eshai Shimun; His
Heliness Mar Khnania Dinkha [V, David Perley; Youel
Wardza; William Daniel; Fred Tamini; George Lamsa;
Eden Naby; John Joseph and Petros DeBaz. The Assyrian
Universal Alliance was also used as a source.

Miss Jeannine M. Ushana, an Assyrian Attorney, geared
her paper on “THE PROBLEM OF STANDING IN RES-
PECT TO NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS: THE CASE
OF THE ASSYRIANS.” Her paper dealt with examining
the possible legal theories upon which a claim to Mosul
Province (Northern Iraq), as a national homeland for the
Assyrians may be established. In reference to the word
“Standing”, it indicates the requirements imposed by inter-
national law on any entity claiming rights under the law,
and the reason why nationalist movements, such as the As-
syrians, need to garner international recognition to com-
plete their claims.

Miss Ushana very knowledgeably spoke on the entire
history of the war against the Assyrians from 1914 on (in
Mesopotomia) reaching into Assyrian Urmia, and the
policy of the British in the Middle East which brought
about the loss of a homeland for the Assyrian Nation and
the resulting massacres and mass migrations. Miss Ushana
also spoke on the legality of the Assyrian claim and their
inability in achieving their rights in the face of insurmoun-
table legal traphaoles.

Dr. John Joseph of Franklin & Marshall College, an As-
syrian born in the Middle East, summarized the discus-
sions. 1n the process, he made several negative remarks
relative to the Assyrian issue. There was considerable reac-
tion to some of his points and he was challenged by many
members of the audience (see the ASSYRIAN STAR re-
buttal elsewhere in this issue).

Because so many Assyrians had turned out for this pan-
el, the room selected for this event was changed to accom-
modate the larger crowd. We understand that Duke Uni-
versity Press, North Carolina, has expressed an interest in
publishing a work on contemporary Assyrians. It is expect-
ed thal the above panel presentations will form the nucleus
of the book.

Sarah Sayad Paz
Special Reporter to the Star

Assyrian Star

Sept-Oct. 1983



Arab Nationalism: Is It Obsolete?

BY MALCOLM KERR

In the days of Gamal Abdul Nasser the
system of beliefs known as Arab nationalism
played a vitally important social role. It pro-
moted a sense of unity between the westerniz-
ed elite and the traditional masses, and it pro-
vided a coherent way for the elite to relate to
the west under difficult circumstances-
—fighting the west politically, while pressing
for the spread of western culture within the
Arab world. ‘

The performance of this role was a great
achievement for the Arab nationalist move-
ment, and yet today the ideological formulas
it advocated have lost their force. Arab socie-
ty has become increasingly polarized in re-
cent years. On the one hand, we see a strong
popular reaction, in the form of religious
revivalism, against a process of westerniza-
tion that is believed to have gone out of con-
trol. On the other hand, at the elite level there
has been a certain process of depoliticization,
prompted both by the growth of technocracy
in the state and industrial apparatus and by
the commercial explosion accompanying the
oil boom. And given the depth of the currents
of events that led to this polarization, there is
no ready solution in sight.

Arab nationalism promoted social unity
because its message reinforced the religious
and cultural values of the common people,
assuring them of the worth of their heritage,
their brotherhood, and their destiny as a com-
munity in the face of foreign domination. It
assured them that the process of moderniza-
tion taking place in their society did not con-
stitute a threat to the things that they
cherished: on the contrary, it supported
them, and it depended on the masses for their
support.

Malcom Kerr, Ph.D., Professor of Political
Science, University of California at Los Angeles
(UCLA), author of Arab Cold War and other
works, is editor of the forthcoming Rich and
Poor States in the Middle East (Westview Press/

Middle East Insight

March/April 1982

At the same time Arab nationalism offered
an equally important message to the privileg-
ed classes, with their western education, their
contacts with westerners, and their taste for
western living, Arab nationalism asserted
that westernization did not need to conflict
with their fundamental identity as Arabs,
provided they kept in close touch with their
own society and sought to bring progress to
all its members. More than this, it taught
them that the political conflict with the west
which it was their duty to lead was quite com-
patible with the acquisition of western
culture, for the Arabs’ struggle was with
western governments, not with western
peoples or ways of life.

Arab society has become increasingly
polarized in recent years. On the one
hand, we see a strong popular reaction,
in the form of religious revivalism,
against a process of westernization that
is believed to have gone out of control.
On the other hand, at the elite level
there has been a certain process of
depoliticization, prompted both by the
growth of technocracy in the state and
industrial apparatus and by the commer-
cial explosion accompanying the oil
boomn.

In these respects we may consider the Arab
nationalist movement as a direct successor to
the Islamic Salafiyva movement that preceded
it. The simple difference is that the na-
tionalists have proceded from a secular star-
ting point to reach out to traditional society,
whereas the Salafiya proceded in an opposite
direction; but both sought to bridge the gap.
Preaching that the best things offered by the
west, such as modern science, constitutional
politics, and liberal culture, are rooted in the
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original principles of Islam, the Salafiya
sought a symbiosis of organic integration of
the secular and spiritual, of the elite and the
mass culture, much as the Arab nationalists
have done.

All of this message was strengthened by a
certain political belief, shared between Arab
nationalists and western liberals, that the
political conflicts—over Palestine, im-
perialism, revolution, and the rest—were
merely manifestations of a temporary and un-
necessary historical phase resulting from the
shortsightedness or arrogance of certain

The foreigners coming to the Arab world
these days are a different lot than
before. They come with less interest in
the country and its people, with less
desire to stay, and with a greatler in-
terest in making quick money. The en-
counters of such people with the local
population can only reinforce the convic-
tion of many of those who meet them
that traditional social standards must
be protected at all costs from barbarous
‘western influences.

western statesmen, not from a clash of real
interests. In due time it would be reasonable
to hope that western governments would
come to see the validity of Arab aspirations,
and would adjust to them. This meant that in
the meanwhile it was all the more important
for the Arab elites to keep in touch with their
western counterparts, both politicians and in-
tellectuals, in order to persuade them of the
need for a change in policy. For the Arab
elites were overwhelmingly interested in
politics and in carrying on a political dialog in
the west. And if the effort at political persua-
sion should fail, there remained the con-
sideration that cultural (and commercial) con-
tact with the west should continue by itself,
even without a supportive political at-
mosphere.

It would be almost impossible to exag-
gerate the importance of this last idea.
Several generations of Arab intellectuals
have been raised on it. They maintained close
contact with Europe and the United States
throughout a long era of intense political
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frustration, from the British occupation of
Egypt in 1882 to the Arab-Israeli war of
1967. Tens of thousands of Arab students at-
tended universities in the west; institutions
within the Arab world, such as the American
University of Beirut, St. Joseph University,
and the state universities of Cairo and Alex-
andria were built upon a belief in American or
European curricula and teaching methods,
plus an instructional content combining
western and Arab or Islamic history, litera-
ture, and civilization. The universal harmony
of culture was the implicit belief shared by
Arab nationalists and western liberals. It was
thanks to the Arab nationalist movement
that something of this belief was absorbed
also at the mass level, so that the masses,
who themselves shared very little of the ex-
perience of the educated classes, generally ac-
cepted the evolution of those classes and
their secular life-styles quite smoothly.

%k ok %

In recent years the social and ideological
atmosphere in the Arab world has undergone
a palpable shift. The masses with their tradi-
tional attitudes, and the elites with their
secular education and careers, have each
moved away from their common meeting
ground. The symbiosis favored by the liberal
reformers, the faith in the essential oneness
of human cultural values, no longer com-
mands broad support. Instead there appears
to be a growing assumption that the Islamic
and secular ways of life are not really com-
patible.

This assumption takes several alternative
forms. In its mildest version, a primordial at-
tachment to religion is said to be the only
meaningful basis of social identity available
to the masses, while the upper classes with
their secular education tend to have more in
common with foreigners than they do with
their own fellow citizens. According to this
view (readily shared by the typical westerner
who arrives in the Arab world for the first
time), the two cultures need not be in any
direct conflict; they can coexist very peaceful-
ly and fruitfully by respecting certain prac-
tical principles of segregation, as is done for
example in the conservative oil states. But a
symbiosis is out of the question.

A more extreme view is the one expressed
by some spokesmen of militant Islamic



movements, to the effect that Islam is the
sole legitimate source of identity not only for
the masses, but for the elite as well; that the
secularizing influences on the elite are in-
sidious forces of alienation; and that the very
presence of western cultural norms con-
stitutes an ominous danger to the health of
Arab society, no less than military, political,
or economic domination would do. This view
amounts not to a call for segregation but for a
cultural declaration of war, against the west
but more particularly against the Arab
secular elite.

No doubt this more extreme view is far
from being dominant in any Arab country.to-
day. Yet, with the revolution in Iran as an ex-
ample standing before us, we must take it
seriously. Whether the milder or the more ex-
treme view is the more important one, both
represent movement in a similar direction
away from the integrative cultural assump-
tions of yesterday. It is not difficult to
discern a number of reasons for them, in
terms of changes taking place within Arab
society and in its relationship with the west.

Certainly the current of Islamic resurgence
sweeping the Middle East has much to do
with the crisis that uncontrolled social and
economic change has imposed on the daily
lives of millions of ordinary people. Most
often than not, rapid ‘‘development” has
brought with it inflation, shortages of hous-
ing and transport, conspicuous consumption,
corruption, crime, the presence of large
numbers of foreigners, and police repression.

The foreigners coming to the Arab world
these days are a different lot than before.
They come with less interest in the country
and-its people, with less desire to stay, and
with a greater interest in making quick
money. Many of them are working-class peo-
ple with rough manners who know or care
nothing about local standards of female
modesty or the consumption of alcohol. The
encounters of such people with the local
population bear more resemblance to
highway collisions than to social introduc-
tions, and can only reinforce the conviction of
many of those who meet them that tradi-
tional social standards must be protected at
all costs from barbarous western influences.

While the man in the street undergoes this
process of alienation from secular culture, his
fellow citizen of higher social status is mov-
ing in an opposite direction. High govern-

ment officials, businessmen, and profes-
sionals are increasingly preoccupied with the
technicalities of making business deals with
western firms, or of putting western equip-
ment to use. The non-political technocrat is
replacing yesterday’s passionately na-
tionalist intellectual as the predominant
representative of the priorities of Arab
governments, while within the Arab world
the role-model for educated youth is no longer
the revolutionary army officer or the
crusading journalist but the well-dressed
businessman with his briefcase, boarding a

If the polarization so far is not acute in
most Arab stales, it may yet grow more
severe.

jet bound for Kuwait or Jeddah in search of a
deal. Both to the technocrat and to the
businessman, carrying on political
arguments with the West appears as a sheer
waste of time. And of course they are joined
in this view by the westerners they meet in
Kuwait and Jeddah who have come for
similar purposes. The oil revolution, in fact,
has stimulated the rise of a large new
cosmopolitan class of Arab, western, and
Japanese experts and entrepreneurs bound
together by the same ultra-modern
technological and commercial culture: the
same ambitions, the same skills, the same
language, the same instrumental ethics, and
the same impatience with ideology and
politics.

On both sides of the new polarized Arab
society—the radicalized masses, the commer-
cialized elites—the driving pressures are
deep-seated and long-term. If the polarization
so far is not acute in most Arab states, it may
yet grow more severe, The ideas of na-
tionalism are still very much alive in intellec-
tual circles, but those circles are isolated and
as an integrative force in Arab society the
future of the ideas is doubtful. This is a
dangerous situation, since it implies that the
future ability of the best-educated citizens of
each Arab country to relate to the mass of the
population is also doubtful. If the problem is
to be overcome, it may be because a new and
more dynamic set of ideas—a new ‘‘political
religion”’'—has risen to the surface, to take
the place of the old. But this will take time,
and the shape it will assume cannot be
foretold.
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Iragi Christians Languish in Rome

By Richard Bautch

WASHINGTON- A group of Iragi Christians has
recently been forced to flee to Rome because of their
religious faith.

Irag's Moslem government pressured them to abandon
their homeland. The Christian's schools, jobs, and
right of worship were trampled in the ruling Ba'ath
Party's efforts to unite a citizenry by erasing its
ethnic differences. These Christians, 850 strong, are
refugees.

At least that's what Father Jude Winkler argued to
State Department officials here earlier this month.
An American Franciscan studying Rome, Winkler told
how Christian Assyrians, Chaldeans and Armenians have
met persecutioninlraq and despair in Rome. Winkler,
who ministers to these people, pleaded for the United
States to 1issue them residence visas,

shortly before visiting the State Department Aug.
18, Winkler spoke with the Register about Christian
persecution in Iraqg.

The Ba'ath Party discriminates through schools
and jobs, the Francisean explained. Christian schools
have been closed and all children must study the
Kaoran at state-run schools. Students are "urged” to

. join Ba'ath youth groups.

Similarly, Christian adults are pressured te join
Moslem trade umions or the Ba'ath Party itself.
Refusing the former "often results in dismissal from
work,” he said, "Sometimes refusal to join the Party
automatically presimes disloyalty to the government
and results in imprisenment.”

Christian celebrations are forbidden in Iraq, but
everyone must publicly observe Moslem festivals. Any
Chwristian, fior example, fouet breaking the month—long
Ramadan fast - which forbids eating or drinking
during daylight — faees jail.

These and other persecutions iregan when the Ba'ath
Party took power in 1968, Previously, Christians were
considered second—-class but allowed to live their
faith freely in what Winkler deseribed as "a ghetto
existence.”

In Rome, they have returned to the ghetto. Italy
was to be a stopover for these people, who left Iraq
for the United States when President Jimmy Carter
acknowledged their plight in the late 1970s,

However, a global recession coupled with a new
administration reversed this policy. So the
Christians remain in Italy, tourists are denied
public housing, state medical care and legal
employment,

As a result, several families share dilapidated
private apartments formerly occupied by Russian Jews
in flight., The apartments rent for illegally
exorbiant fees.

When an Iragi Christain takes ill, he visits an
apartment that doubles as the community's medical
center. Run by volunteer doctors, the center is open
three times a week and, thanks to donations, provides
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free medicine and testing.

Meanwhile, organizations such as the World Council
of Churches are lobbying countries, principally the
United States and Canada, to grant these Christians
permanent residence,

Despite this help, many needs go unattended. One
concerns the Christians' spirituality. The Chaldeans
are Roman Catholics who practice the little-known
Chaldean rite, In all of Rome there is one Chaldean
priest, and he says Mass for the Iraqgis each week,
But when his university studies end, so will the
Masses.

The Assyrians, members of the Iran-based Assyrian
Apostolic Church of the East, and the Armenians,
whose Armenian Apostolic Church is located in what is
now the Soviet Union,have no one to meet their faith
needs.

Understandably, these people despair at times.
Homelessness, and seeming hopelessness, overcomes
them. "There's no place for them to go," Winkler
observed, "to be free to do what they want".

Those wishing to help Rome's community of Iragi
Chwristians ean write Father Jude Winkler, Yiale Guido
Baccelli 56, 00153, Ropma, Italia,

Catholic Register August 28, 1983

Fa Messien
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Dear Friends:

The Christians of the Middle East need your thoughts, prayers
and support more than at any other time. The rise in non-Christian
fundamentalism in that part of the world has rade it difficult for
Christiane to exercise their basic huzan and social rights. The
demographic, economic and political pressures and trends in the
¥iddle East are endangering Christian precence in every part of
that area.

Your support and encouragement are needed. Everyone can help
save the fate of the Christians in the Middle East in one form orx
another. If you are interested in further information about our
Institute and our activities in that part of the world, please
write or call:

c/o Elaine Joseph
Lebanese Information and Research Center
1926 Eye Street, N.W.
Washingten, D.C. 20006
(202) 347-5B10

Tax deductible gifts may be made through the Catholic Near
East Welfare Association, 1011 First Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022.

Thank you and God be with you.
Sincey. .y,
=

Lyna Elias
President



The Second Anniversary of Massacring the Christians in Egypt

- Collaboration Between The Muslim Fundamentalists and The Egyptian Government -

On June 17,18, and 19, 1981, The Muslim Fundamentalists Massacred 100 Christians in Cairo, Egypt.
The Egyptian Police Force, on the instruction of President Sadat and the Minister of Interior, watched
families burned alive, children thrown out of balconies, beheading a priest, and burning the shops,
property and churches of the Christians without intervention in a district of Cairo one mile away from
the seat of the government. The government sealed off the area from all western correspondents. The
only information that the western reporters received was first filtered by the Minister of Interior who
assumed that it was a dispute between Muslims and Christians to take position of a government
property. The Egyptian Government wanted to punish the Christians who resisted by force the take
over of a Coptic Church site by the Muslim Fundamentalists to build a mosque on it. Such an incident
was repeated in many cities in Egypt. In one village, the police disarmed the Christians and gave arms
and reinforcement to the Muslims to murder the Christians.

Until now, the criminals have not been brought to justice.

When the Christian leadership protested, the Egyptian Government put Pope Shenouda, the head of
the Church, and eight bishops under house arrest, banned their magazines, and prevented 23 priests
from conducting services.

The Muslim Fundamentalists have identified the Christian homes all over the country for a potential
genocide of Egypt’s Christian by the different Muslim Fundamentalists Chapters and members. They
are planning a genocide similar to that of the Armenians in Turkey in 1915.

The Egyptian Government is in the process of adopting Islamic principles for the civic laws which will
either enslave the Christians or convert them by force to Islam.

The State Department is trying to camouflage the problem facing Egypt’s Christians for its
relationship with the Egyptian Government.

We ask for justice: 1) bringing the criminals and the former Minister of Interior, Nabawi Ismail to
trial; 2) release of religious leaders; 3) establish religious freedom, equality, and protection for Egypt’s
Christians.

Please, write to the President, your two Senators and Congressman and ask for their help to preventa
potential holocaust against Egypt’s Christians similar to the Armenian and Jewish holocausts.

G A i e
i IHC NOT j
B g MOSLIMS WHO SAIAT STOP

JASSACRINY
Bw MURDRED gﬁ]%
2w CHRISTIANS ALE
i s mbmrcmm“f s bR

The American and Canadian Coptic Associations arranged & demonstration
in front of the White House on August 5, 1981 on the occasion of President
Sadat's visit to Washington, D.C. to protest murdering Chrigtians in Egypt
without protection from the police.
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Release of The Aramaic New Testament

The Way International has just released its first publication of the Aramaic
Computer Project. The Aramaic New Testament in Estrangelo script is available
through The Way International Bookstore (Box 328, New Knoxville, Ohio 45871).
The second wvolume will be the concordance which is being pragrammed for publi-
cation within the next year. The third volume, an Aramaic-English Interlinear,
is in process for publication shortly after the concordance. The lexicoen and
critical edition of the New Testament are still a few years away. The publica-
tion of the first volume is the reward of over ten years of planning and work.
With the release of this book, the anticipation of the companion volumes has
grown censiderably among the research staff.

For more information on the project write:

Mrs. Bernita Jess

The Way International
Box 328

New Knoxville OH 45871

Why Aramaic?

The Aramaic Computer Project is being made available by The Way International,
a nondenominational, nonsectarian Biblical research, teaching, and fellowship
ministry. The research efforts of The Way International have extended into
text and language study as well as areas of practical theology. One focal

area of concern has been to produce materials for the study of the New
Testament in Aramaic. Over 600 Aramaic manuscripts have been catalogued by
The Way International. Selected manuscripts were used in the preparation of
this text and corresponding fexical aids. There have been editions of the New
Testament printed in Jacobite and Nestorian; however, the present work is the
first printed edition of the New Testament produced in Estrangelo script.. The
oldest existing Aramaic manuscripts of the New Testement were done in Estran-
gelo script. The Nestorian and Jacobite scripts were not used until the fifth
century A.D.

The word "Aramaic” is the name given to the Semitic language which was one of
the most important and widespread in the ancient world. Its use can be

traced back to the times of Genesis. Throughout history many dialects of
Aramaic developed in various cultures of the East. Jesus Christ and his
followers spoke the dialect commonly used in Galilee in the first century.

"Syriac" is a name commonly given to a dialect of Aramaic used in Edessa and
western Mesopotamia in the early centuries after Christ. Syriac is also
referred to as "Christian Aramaic" or "Eastern Aramaic.” This dialect is
similar to, bul not identical with, the dialect of Palestine used in the first
century.. Word meanings, spelling; and grammar vary in each dialect. In our
references to texts and manuscripts in Aramaic and any of its various dialects
or scripts, we normally use the more inclusive term, "Aramaic."

26



Modern scholars have for years held to the thesis that the original Gospels

and other parts of the New Testament were first written in Greek. However, a
number of serious Biblical scholars would dispute that theory and claim that
significant portions, if not ail, of the New Testament were originally written

in Aramaic. Regardless of which view one may accept, the Aramaic language is

an important factor and it is unquestionably true that no meticulous researcher

of God's Word can study the Word of Truth without considering the extant Aramaic
manuscripts of the New Testament.

The Design of the Aramaic Computer Project

The objective of The Aramaic (Syriac) Computer Project is to build a database
that will generate research tools for publication and facilitate grammatical
studies and comparative work with other languages of the New Testament.

Manuscripts were collected, coded, and entered as the base text. Each word
form was then assigned a root {(or roots), a dictionary form (forms), and its
possible parsings. This data is stored in two files: the text file and the
parsing file. The computer uses this information to set up the concordance by
root order. The dictionary forms organize the entries within each root. The
parsing file is designed to aid in parsing any future coded texts. With some
adaptations, this text could also aid the parsing of other dialects of Aramaic.

The next step in our project is to build a dictionary file which assigns an
English meaning to each Aramaic word. At the same time, the Aramaic text will
be divided into "fields of meaning," i.e., combinations of Aramaic words.

With this file, the computer can recognize certain combinations of Aramaic

words and apply an assigned English equivalent. This will allow a more complete
study of Aramaic idioms and grammar. The publication of these two files will

be in the form of an Aramaic-English interlinear. Sigla will designate fields

of meaning and special constructions. ’ :

The parsing, dictionary, and "field of meaning" files in combination allow us
to generate a word form lexicon. This lexicon will give the word form in its
alphabetical order and its parsing data, including its root. Under the root
will be given the English meanings and special clauses that have been assigned
to it. '

All printing of publications is being done on a digitized phototypesetter.

The Estrangelo characters were developed in a joint effort by The Way Interna-
tional and Autologic, Inc., of California. A digitized typefont with a reso-
fution of over 500,000 pixels per square inch was developed. This digitized
typefont was then installed at Computer Composition Corporation in Michigan.
There, our data is formatted to our specifications on an IBM Series | Computer.
This formatted data is then typeset at 900 lines per minute on an APS-5
phototypesetter manufactured by Autologic.

The Way International is a nondenominational, nonsectarian Biblical research,
teaching, and fellowship ministry. The research team of The Way International
for many years has been involved with researching the Bible in order to under-
stand its application for Christian believers in the 20th century. As a part

of this research, they have been pioneering in the effort to more fully under-
stand the Aramaic language, to study the Aramaic manuscripts, and to make
available aids to those studying this field.

In addition to their pioneering efforts in Aramaic, they have realized the
importance of understanding figures of speech used in the Bible which often
lie undetected to Western readers. A number of works from the previous
centuries constitute the extant material on the subject. Efforts at reviving
this. knowledge are of concern to The Way Internaticnal Research Department.

Another area of concern is Biblical customs. Understanding Eastern culture is
a necessary link to clarification of idioms and customs in the Bible. A team
of researchers engage in full-time work on these and related Biblical research
projects at. The Way International. 27



Books In Review

CHRISTIANITY IN ASSYRIA

J. M. Fiey: Assyrie chrétienne: contribution a léfude
de Uhistoire et de la geographie ecclesiastiques et monas-
tigues du nord de P'Iraq. (Recherches publiées sous la
direction de 'Institut de Lettres Orientales de Beyrouth,
Tom. XXII-XXIIL) 2 vols.: 324 pp. + corrigenda sheet,
plate, 3 maps; [v], 321 [sic]-890 pp., 6 plates, 3 maps.
Beyrouth: Imprimerie Catholique, [1965].

The area studied by Father Fiey in this substantial
contribution to our knowledge of the Eastern Churches
comprises a large portion of the ancient Assyrian
empire, notably the district round about Nineveh and
the modern Mosul, and the valleys of the Great and
Little Zab. It is an area of cardinal importance in the
history of early Christianity. The regiton’s nearness to
Edessa gave it direct access to the traditions of the
Church of Abgar; it served from the third century of our
era as a channel through which the Christian message
and teachings flowed into Armenia and Persia, and
later, far into Central Asia and even as far as China.
Today, many of the old Assyrian communities, the so-
called Chaldaeans, are in communion with Rome; the
Patriarch of the independent Nestorian Church, on the
other hand, resides in Chicago, Of the many cloisters
visisted and described by Father Fiey while compiling
this remarkable guide, there remain in the north of Irag
today only one Jacobite and three Chaldacan monaster-
ies stil! functioning as such. The author has combed
virtually every square kilometre of the area under review
in his search for vanished monasteries, convents, her-
mitages, and churches, and assembled from archaeolog-
ical remains, local traditions, and written sources a
revealing picture of the Church of northern Iraq in
ancient, medieval, and modern times. This is a genuine
labor of love, and fully maintains the high standard set
by other volumes in the Beirut Oriental series.

D. M. Lang

Source: Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Vol XXX,
1967,

THE OLD SOCIAL CLASSES AND
THE REVOLUTIONARY
MOVEMENTS OF IRAQ

A Study of Iraq’s Old Landed and
Commercial Classes and of Its Communists,
Ba’thists, and Free Qfficers

Hanna Batatu

This comparative study analyzes the traditjonal
elite of Irag and their successors—the Com-
munists, Ba'thists, and Free Officers—in terms
of social and economic relationships in each
area of the country. The author draws on secret
government documents and interviews with
key figures, both in power and in prison, to
produce an engrossing story of political strug-
gle and change.

Princeton Studies vn the Near East

1,328 pages. 16 pages of illus. LCC 78-31157

P: ISBN 02198-8 $27.50

C: ISBN 05241-7 $100.00 28

PHILLIP ]. BARAM. The Department of State in the
Middle East, 19:19-1945. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press. 1978. Pp. xxiv, 343. $27.50.

A welcome addition to the growing body of litera-
ture on American relations with the Middle East is
Phillip J. Baram’s The Department of State in the
Middle East, 1919-1945. Using recently opened ma-
terials in the National Archives, interviews with
participants, and the papers of key officials, Baram
extends the pioneering work of John DeNovo into
the years 1g3g-45. Baram’s study, copiously re-
searched, clearly argued, and straightforwardly
written, describes the state department’s remark-
ably consistent affinity for Sunni Arabs. It comes
as no surprise in the wake of recent books by
Arthur Morse, Henry Feingold, and Saul Fried-
man that the department also consistently op-
posed Zionist aspirations.

Baram finds constant the department’'s hope
that support for Sunni Arab nationalists com-
mitted to gradual reform would best serve Ameri-
can interests in the Arabic-speaking Middle East
(Egypt, Arabia, and the fertile crescent). He iden-

tifies-American interests as (1} the enhancement of
American influence generally and (2) an open doer
for American businessmen, especially oil oper-
ators. The department thus encouraged bourgeois
nationalism in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Egypt
while supporting the monarchy in Saudi Arabia.
[n Palestine the department worked to thwart Zi-
onist aspirations, as it discouraged assertions of
minority rights by such other groups as Kurds,
Assyrians, or Maronites. The author thus fits the
state department’s negative response to Zionism
into a general regional framework.

World War 1, to which Baram devotes the most
attention, created a Ruid situation that the depart-
ment exploited. Convinced that French colonial-
ism failed to respond to Syrian or Lebanese na-
tionalism and bolstered in its Francophobia by the
French capitulation in 1940, the department
worked successfully to end French rule in Syria
and Lebanon. Since British colonialism seemed
more benevolent, as evidenced in their voluntary
termination of the Iraqi mandate, since joint war
plans assigned operational responsibility for the
Middle East 10 the British, and since Palestine in
particutar could become explosive, the department
acquiesced in continued British control over Pales-
tine, Egypt, and Iraq. After the war, however, the
department expected to diminish British influence
and expand American influence in these areas as
well. In Saudi Arabia, where British and Ameri-
can interests in oil and geopolitical position
clashed most directly, the state department suc-
ceeded in establishing American hegemony.

Baram effectively delineates the state depart-
ment’s attitudes and policies toward the Arab
world and thus aids our understanding of sub-
sequent events. Because the department assumed
the future lay with bourgeois nationalistn under
benevolent American leadership, and because it so
blithely dismissed Zionism as ‘“‘chimerical™ {p.
246), it was blind (o the realities of the postwar
world, when Israel wouid become a nation sup-
ported by the United States, and revolutionary
Arab nationalist would sweep away tradition in
Egypt, Syria, and lraq.

RICHARD PFAU
Dickinson College

Source: American Historical Review, Vol 84, No. 3. June, 1979,
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From the author’s “bottom line™

conclusion:

In the context of the Middle East, it
opposed the political-territorial aspirations
of Jews, Maronite Christians, Kurds, and
Assyrians for fears of “balkanizing,” creat-
ing power vacuums, and alienating the
Sunni Arabs, the putative majority. It thus
preferred to conceive of the Middle Eastasa
monolithic “Arab Moslem world,” realities

to the contrary notwithstanding.
1978

Philip J. Baram

The Department of State in the Middle Fast
- 1919-1945

What is Your Identity?

For some, the question of identity doesn't even
arise. For me, the question has arisen and continues
to beraised. How did I conceive my identity when I
was growing up? How has that sense of identity
changed asI've becamne older? And, most importantly,
why do I feel it is necessary for the question of
identity to even be raised?

Put simply, when I was growing up, I tended to
identify with being an American. Pressure firam the
diominant American society for me to assimilate and
become part of American society had resulted in
exactly that—-at the expense of my identity as an
Assyrian.

This pressure came from several different channels,
which school was the main one through which my
socialization and assimilation took place, Both the
learning I did in the classroom and on the playground
only served as reinforcements for that tendency
toward accepting an American identity.

For example, in a history class, all I learned
about the Assyrian history was that in ancient times,
Assyrians established a powerful empire in the Middle
East; and the Assyrians were brutal warriors. Then
this "brutality” I was told, was finally checked by
God, :

Ms. F. Yono's parents came to Deiroit from Baghdad, iraqg in the early
1950s.
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Identification: n. a psychological orientation of the
selfinregard to something (as a person or group, witha
resulting feeling of close emotional association — Webs-
ter's New Collegiate Dictionary.

This biased perspective of Assyrian history
corjures up a negative image, which has estranged
most Assyrians from their ancient heritage.

Thus, my education helped drive me more towards
identifying myself as an American, away and from a
sense of even wanting to identify myself as an
Assyrian- self-denial became an agonizing part of my
personality. This pressue to assimilate was
reinforced even at home,

For example, out of their concern that I "fit in"
with the other kids at school and not have an
accent, my parents chose not to teach me how to
speak their dialect, but instead, spoke to me in
English.,

It should be noted that my parents did pass on
other aspects of Assyrian culture, like eating
Assyrian dishes at home and raising me very strictly.
Nevertheless, as a result of the educational system
and the contact Ihad had with people who were mainly
Americans, the pressure for me to assimilate was
stronger and won out.

This sense of identifying myself more as an
American continued until 1 went to college, it
wasn't until I began to involve myself in doing work
for Arab groups and other third world people that 1
started to question my basic values and my own
national identity. :

This questioning hasled me to some discoveries and
anew perspective. One discovery I've made pertains
to the history lesson cited above. While it is true
that Assyria was a powerful empire, but it was never
more brutal than other empires in history or the
present day Superpowers. It is also true that

Assyria contributed much to the Foundation of Western
and Eastern civilizations; and Assyrians continue
today to contribute their skills and talents
wherever they are in the world. The history of
Assyria and Assyrians is one that All Assyrians
should be proud of,

What hasmy desire to learn more about myself led
me to? It's led to learn more about my
heritage-Assyria and the Assyrian people- from a more
accurate perspective. it also led me to learn more
about the conditions of the Assyrians in the United
States, in Diaspora, in their usurped homeland and
their struggle to survive as a national entity among
nations.

Everyone of us must raise the question of IDENTITY
because it is the foundation of our character and
human creativity.

F. Yono
Detroit, MI
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President Giani Zail Singh of India and His Holi ness Mar Timotheus, Metropolitan of Malabar and

TRICHUR, KERALA, INDIA — His Holiness Mar
Timotheus, Metropolitan of Malabar and India met
President Giani Zail Singh of India, who visited the
State of Kerala last October.

President Singh took a lively interest in the histori-
cal and cultural background of the Church of the East;
and His Holiness presented him a copy of “A Church
on Fire” that describes the glorious past of the Church
of the East. The President was very pleased with this
meeting and gave his best wishes to the church and its
work in India.

In his meeting with President Singh on October 25,
His Holiness was accompanied by core Episcopa
Raphael, Rev. A. C. Anthony, Rev. M. I. David and
Mr. Jose T. Mookken. This group was ushered in by
one of the loyal members of the church, Mr. Anthony
T. Chakkola, the police Commissioner of the city, to
the office of the President who stayed at Ernakulam
Government House,

" India.

Thank You For Your
Contributions
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THE FORGOTTEN
GLORY

Whole peoples with their rulers had
become Christians and it seems cer-
tain that there were few places ir the
whole Asia that were not reached at

H

some time or other as the outcome of

the marvelous activity of that won-
derful church which extended from
China o Jerusalem and Cyprus, and
in the eleventh century is soid to
have outnumbered the Greek and
Roman churches combined.
— JOHN STEWART
A Church on Fire

THE FORGOTTEN GLORY: It is time
to hear from our long-forgotien past
the thrilling story of our past mission-
ary enterprise during the early cen-
turies of the Christian era.

THE FORGOTTEN GLORY is an in-
troduction to the history and faith of
the Assyrian Church of the East,

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW! Send $3
donation to VOICE FROM THE EAST
Magazine.

F

THE
FORGOTI‘EN
GLORY




Visit of the Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church

On June 18, 1982, His Holiness Caiholieos-
Patriarch Mar Dinkhia IV of Lhe Assyrian Ortho-
dox Apostolic Church of the East*, accompanied
by his sceretary, Deacon Aziz Shammas, arrived
in Moscow (sec JMP, 1982, No. 10, p. 4).

His Holiness Calholicos-Patriarch Mar Dinkha
I\" came to the USSR {o participale in fhe con-
sullalion of the Commission on the Churches'
Pariicipation in Development af the World Co-
uncil of Churches: “Just Development for Full-
ness of Life Orlhodox Approach”, which was
leld in Kiev on June 22-30, 1982.

In the Shercmetievo Airport, the distinguished
cuest was met by Archbishop Platon of Sverd-
lovsk and Kurgan, Deputy Head of the Depart-
ment oi Exlernal Church Relalions, amd Arch-
priest Leonid Kuzminov, Rector of St Nicholas
Charch in Moscow,

On Saturday, June {9, His Holiness Calholi-
cos-Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV was received by
the Head of {he DECR. Melropolilan Filaret of
Minsk and Byelorussia, Patriarchal Iixarch 1o
Weslern Evrope, During their conversalion, lhe
dislinguished guest described the life of the As-
syrian Church whose flock is dispersed in many
counlries. Catholicos-Palriarch Mar Dinkha 1V
expressed his desire 10 eslablish benelicial con-
tacis between the Assyrian Orthedox Apostolic
Church and the Russian Orthodox Church, he
spoke also about the aspiralion ol the Church
for the unity of Churches and peace (hroughout
the world.,

The Assyrian Catholicos-Patriarch thanked the
Soviet Government and His Holiness Patriarch
Pimen for the opporlunily to visit the USSR,

Metropolitan Filarel gave a diuner in honour
ol His Holiness Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Din-
kha IV of the Assyrian Church, at his residence
in Serchryany Bor.

The nexl dayv. Sunday, His Holiness Catholi-
cos-Patriarch Mar Dinkha 1V attended the Di-
vine Liturgy in the Patriarchal Cathedral of lie
Epiphany. The Lilurgy was celebrated by His
Holiness Patriarch Pimen and was ailended . hy
a great number of Orthodex Assyrians *%. Af-
ler the Liturpy the Primate of the Russian Or-
Ibodox Church grected the Primate of the Assy-
rian Church. His Holiness Catholicos-Patriarch
Mar Dinkha 1V spoke in reply.

On June 21, His Holiness Catholices-Palriarch
Mar Dinkha IV and Deacon Aziz Shammas, lo-
gether with other parlicipants in the CCPD
consutation, Ivit for Kiev.

After their rcturn irom Kiev, on July ! Lis
Holiness Catholicos-Palriatell Mar Dinkha 1V
and Deacon Aziz Shammas visiled the Trinily-
St. Sergiy Lavra, The guests wore escorled by
Archbishop Viadimir oi Krasnodar and Kuban.

The emincnt guests visited the Moscow theo-
logical schools where Archpriest Viadinur Ku-
cheryavy gave them a delailed account of lhe

life of the academy and seminary. In his turm,
His Holiness the Catholicos-Palriarch told them
about his Church. They also touched upen dect-
rmal,'l][urgical, and canonical questions. The
Assyrian Church has no theological schools. The
young receive religious education mainly at
lieme. Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Dinkha 1V ex-
pressed his desire lo send their candidates for
the priesthond (o sludy at the Moscow Theolo-
gical Seminary.

_On July 2. His Holiress Patriarch Pimen re-
ceived His HMoliness Catholicos-Patriarch Mar
Dinkha IV and Archbishop Viadimir of Kras-
nadar and Kuban—co-chairmen of the CCPD
consultalion in Kiev, at his Moscow residence.
Metropolitan Vilaret of Minsk and Byclorussia
and Prof. No A, Zabololsky (CCPD)Y were also
present. His Tloliness Catholicos-airiareh Mar
Dinkha 1V, as the co-chairmar of ilic consulla-
fion, infermed Ilis Holingss Palriarch Pimen of
ils procecdings and results.

His Holiness Caiholicos-Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV
of the Assyrian Orthodox Aposfolic Churth
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That same day, on behall of Metropolitan Fi-
larer. Archbishop Platon of Sverdiovsk and Kur-
gan. Depuly IMead of the DECR, gave a recep-
tion in hounour of the parlicipants in lthe CCPD
consuliation. In ihe evening they were received
by Archbishop Pitirim of Volokolamsk, Head
of the Publishing Deparlmenl.

O Sunday, July 4, His Holiness Catholicos-
Patriazrch Mar Dinlkha 1V celebraled Liturgy ac-
cording lo lhe ancieat rite of his Church in
the Church of the lcon of the Mother of God
“The Sign™ in Pereyaslavskaya Slehoda, Mos-
cow. The Lilurgy was celebraled bod-re the spe-
cially prepared altar, o the ambe by the Holy
Doors. The Liturgy was altended by many As-
syrians, most of them received Holy Communi-
an. After the Liturgy, the Assyrian Patriarch
delivered o sermon in his nalive language. Then

That same day, in the restaurant of ihe So-
vetskaya Holel, the Assyrian comununity gave a
reception in honour of His Holiness Catholicos-
Patriarch Mar Dinkha 1V. Archbishop Vladimir
of Krasnodar and Kuban delivered greetings
on behalf of the Russian Orthodox Church, In
his response, Cathalicos-Palriarch Mar Dinkha
IV siressed the love of his people for the Rus-
sian Church, and wished (he Assyrians living in
the Soviet Union, lo be worthy citizens of their
Mothertand.



His Holiness Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Dinkha
[V and the rector of the church, Archpriest VI--
dimir Rozhkoy, exchanged greetings. The Assy-
rians, present in the church, cordially ihanked
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen for the opportuni.
ty to pray togelher wilh the Assyrian Patriarch.
{The Head of the Assyrian Church conducled a
divine service also in Kiev, for the Assyrians
residing in the city.) -

On July 5. His Holiness Catholicos-Patriarch
Mar Dinkha [V and Deacon Aziz Shammas were
received Dby V. V. Fitsev, Vice-Chairman of
the Council for Religious Affairs of the USSR
Council of Ministers.

On July 6, His Holiness Catholicos-Patriarch
Mar Dinkha IV and Dcacon Aziz Shammas [edt
Moscow, The guests were seen off by Archbishop
Platon of Sverdlovsk and Kurgan, Archpriest
Leonid Kuzmminov, and representalives  of
the Assyrian community.

Saying farewell, His Holiness Mar Dinkha
IV asked that his cordial rralitude for lhe bro-
therly receptior. and Russ.en hespilality be con-
veyed to His Holiness Pafriarch Pimen and the
Supreme Aulhority of (he Russian Orlhodox
Chureh.

Archpriest LEONID KUZMINOV

The Journal of Moscow Patriarchate, No. 3, 1982,

* On the Syro-Chaldean Church See: N. Mu-
raviyov, JMP, 1956, No. 4, p, é&; M. Dobrynin,
IMP, No, 12, p. 68.

** The Syro-Chaldeans consider themselves
descendants of Asshur, the second son of Shem
(Gen. 10, 22). -
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THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST IN HASSEKA, KHABOUR

NEEDS YOUR HELP

DONATIONS ARE NEEDED FOR THE PURCHASE OF LAND
AND CONSTRUCTION OF A CHURCH AND BISHOPRIC IN
THE CITY OF HASSEKA, KHABOUR, SYRIA.

THIS IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT NEED
FOR OUR ASSYRIAN CHURCH IN SYRIA.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISHES OF HIS HOLINESS,
THE PATRIARCH, WE ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO THIS
NOBLE CAUSE AND FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE BEST
OF YOUR ABILITY. MAY GOD’S BLESSINGS BE UPON YOU.

ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST, CENTRAL COMMITTEE,
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

From the Wisdom of Ahikar

“A small fortune is better than a scattered fortune.”

“A poor man who does right Is beitter than a rich man
who is dead in sins,”

“Keep a word in thy heart, and it shall be much 1o
ihiee, and beware lest thowu reveal the secret of thy friend.”

“Hate not thy first friend, for the second one may not
last.”

“Visit the poor in his affliction, and speak of him in
the Sultan’s presence, and do thy diligence to save him
from the mough of the lion.”

“If thou desire to be wise, restrain thy 1ongue from
lving, and thy hand from stealing, and thine eyes from
beholding evil; then thou wilt be called wise.”

“Make a friend of a man whose hand is satisfied and
filled, and make no friend of the man whose hand is
closed and hungry.”




K ATEENY ’]lHE G RE AT In the darkened skies of our literature, Wil-

liam Daniel completes another Masterpiece.

- Nineveh Magazine
Dear Reader:

William Daniel once more has completed a literary work of eminence. As [ have had the honor to type his manuscript,
I have appreciated its high value. This work of 300 pages of sparkling poetry is rich in the following attributes: a
constantly changing meter, that eliminates any possibility of boredom; unexpected rhymes that hold the reader in
pleasant surprise; soulful word pictures that stir the emotion to the point of tears; unforgetable romantic moments,
descriptions of folkloric customs; richness of terminclogy and above all, the true meaning of national devotion. These
and other qualities are the tools in the hands of the author with which to create IMMORTAL POETRY.

This titerary masterpiece of KATEENY The Great With KARAMI The Elkushite, not only compietes incidents that
took place in Book 11, but also brings with it spiritual satisfaction by drawing a meaningful picture of national
expectations.

For copies, please communicate with the author, George Bet-Shlimon
President of the Assyrian Foundation of America

1665 Blossom Hill Road, San Jose, California 95124, or with
Nineveh Magazine. o) K)o
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San Francisco

Our congratulations go to
Mona Hermes of Daly City
and Jacob Malekzadeh of
San Francisco on the occa-
sion of their marriage on
November 26, 1983. Mona is
the daughter of Shamiram
and Sargon Hermes of
Baghdad, Iraq; presently
residing in Daly City. The
beautiful wedding ceremony,
conducted by Archdeacon
Nenos Michael, was held at
Mar Narsai Parish of the
Apostolic Catholic Assyrian
Church of the East, San
Francisco. Peggie Hernandez
was the Matron of Honor
and Martin Jacob the Best
Man. Over 200 guests were
present at the church cere-
mony. The dinner reception,
held at the Holiday Inn in
San Francisco, was attended
by 350 relatives and friends of
Mona and Jacob. The first
song, “Welcome to My
World,” sung by Carlos
Hernandez, was dedicated to
the bride and the groom. The
Assyrian music and songs
were provided by Roland
Band, and Shamiram of
Seattle, Washington and
George Marogoluf of San
Francisco.
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Middle East Studies Guide
Published

A Directory of Graduate and Undevgraduate
Programs and Courses in Middle East Studies in
the United States, Canada and Abroad has
been published by the Middle East Srudies
Association of North America (MESA). The
direcrory is the most comprehensive
collection of information available on
institutions, courses and faculty members in
Middle East Studies in all parts of the world.

The directory sells for $5 to MESA
members {$10 1o nonmembers) and may be
obtained by writing to Middle East Studies
Association of North America, Department
of Oriental Studies, University of Arizona,
Tucson, Arizona 85721,
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Assyﬁan Magazines and Newspapers in Circulation

ADRESSER TILL VARA TIDNINGAR VARLDEN OVER

DUNYADAKI TUM YAYIN ORGANLARIMIZIN ADRESLERI

SHVILA

Assyrian Youth Cultural Society Pres
P.Q. Box 3073

Teheran — IRAN

THE ASSYRIAN QUEST
P.O. Box 1815

Chicago 60690

UsaA

MHADYANA (The Guide}
Assyrian Social Club

1964 W. Foster

Chicago ILL. 60640
usa

ASSYRIAN SENTINEL
P.0. Box 6465

Hartford Conn. 06106
USA

THE ASSYRIAN STAR INC.
P.O. Box 59309

Chicago ILL. 60659

USA

NINEVEH

1920 San Pablo Ave.
Berkley Cal, 94702
USA

EGARTHO

Assyrische Unjon Berlin
Postfach 5602

1009 Berlin 12

V. GERMANY

MARGANITHA

Assyrian Cultural Association
P.O. Box 25067

Chicago, ILL. 60625

USA

(o] el (o 2P (ymidglis

ASSYRIAN OBSERVER

108 Alderney Road Slade Green,

Kent DAS2JD
ENGLAND

QALA MIN MADINKHA
Voice from the east

P.O. Box 25264
Chicago, ILL. 60626
USA

BET-NAHRAIN MAGAZINE
P.O.Box 4116

Modesto CA. 95352

USA

NAG-HA

P.O. Box 34

Fairfield N.S.W

2165 Sydney AUSTRALIA

MARDUTHA

Assyrian sports and Cultural Ciub
P.0. Box 452

Fairfield N.S. W

2165 AUSTRALIA

AKTIE 41 AMSTELKERK
Amstelveld 10

171D,

Amsterdam — HOLLAND

KIRKHA
Assyrian Society
P.O.Box 11
1349 Teheran
IRAN

ASSYRIAN CHRONICALE
P.O. Box 192

Turlock, CA. 95380

USA

Assyrian Periodicals

HOPE

P.O.Box 146

600 Geo. N.S.W, 2034
AUSTRALIA

THE SECRETARIATE
P.O. Box 92
Carlton—Victoria 3053
AUSTRALIA

BABYLON

Floor Coverings PTY. LTD
120 Norton str.

Croydon 2132
AUSTRALIA

ATOUR {Ashour)
Shahid Motahrri
Kouh Norr str. No. 11
Teheran — IRAN

THE PATRIARCHAL MAGAZINE
Organ of the Syrian Patriarch of
Antioch and all the East

Damaskus — SYRIEN

THE CHALDEAN RAY
29396 Dequendre

Apt. 104 Warren

ML, 48092

USA

QALA SURYAYA

Syriac Cuitural Society
Baghdad/Alwiya, Husam El din str.
Nr. 54 AB 2/12

Baghdad — IRAK

DERBO

Organ of the Assyrian Democratic
Organisation — Swedish section

Box 10092

151 10 Sddertilje

SWEDEN

BAHRO SURYOYO
Box 59

151 21 Sidertilje
SWEDEN

The above addresses are

KOLO SURYOYO

St Ephrem der Syrier kloster
7585 PK Glane/Losser
Glanerbrugstraat 33
HOLLAND

SHOESHOTO
Postbus 3762/7500 DT
Enschede — HOLLAND

THE MODERN ASSYRIAN
P.O. Box 1774
Evanston ILL. Zip. 60204 US A

THE ASSYRIAN THOUGT
Assyriska foreningen

Box 10006

582 10 LINKOPING/SWEDEN

ISHTAR

France Marjane 47
Teymautaji
Teheran — IRAN

BAYN AL-NAHRAAYN
Chaldean Archbishopric
Mousal — IRAK

MARDINNA ATOURAYA
Assyrian Cuiturell Association
Aviation Square

Baghdad — IRAK

from HUJADA. Sep. 1,

We urge our readers to read and support
the Assyrian publications. The active
participation of all Assyrians is the only
guarantee of the success of Assyrian
periodicals.

1983

The Assyrian Magazine
Hujada

Box 6019

151 06 Sodertalje
Sweden
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