
м  

 

 

T-Bird Topics 
¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘ /ƭǳō 
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Presidentõs Message... 

  The pre-Dream Cruise proved to be another great event 

well attended by our club and this year our combined effort 

with the American Road Thunderbird Club. It makes 

sense that our club should partner from time to time with our 

sister clubs in the area. 

   We had another good turn out as we were featured at the 

Troy Traffic Jam in Troy as we celebrated our 70th Year 

Anniversary.  Thank you to everyone that supported our 

first involvement in this well presented event. 

  We are getting ready for our big event this year, the All T-bird Day that will be held at the       

Historic Wilson Barn in Livonia, September 14th.   If you have not registered, please do so 

today!  The registration form is on page 4. 

  If you would like to read the summary of the Summit recently held in Bloomfield with the 

Maumee Valley Thunderbird Club and the American Road Thunderbird Club, please turn to page 

8. It will be great to share ideas with other local Thunderbird clubs. 

Get the most out of this newsletter.  Take a moment to read every page! 

See you all soon in your Thunderbird, President Barry 
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Club Events... 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфǘƘ ό{ǳƴύ  IƛƴŜǎ tŀǊƪ /ƛŘŜǊ 

/ǊǳƛǎŜ  ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƅȅŜǊΦ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ ό{ŀǘύ  нлнс tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻǘ 

[ǳŎƪ aŜŜǝƴƎ ǘōŘ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ тǘƘ ό{ǳƴύ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƭǳō IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 

tŀǊǘȅΦ 5Ŝ[ǳŎŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ²ŜǎǘƭŀƴŘΣ aLΦ 

²ŜŜƪƭȅ /ŀǊ {ƘƻǿτhǾŀƭ !ǳǘƻ /ǊǳƛǎŜκ.ƛƎ .ƻȅ отмно {ƛȄ 

aƛƭŜΣ [ƛǾƻƴƛŀ  {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ  сΥлл ǇƳτфΥлл ǇƳ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мпǘƘ ό{ǳƴύ  !ƭƭ ¢ōƛǊŘ 5ŀȅ 

/ŀǊ {Ƙƻǿ ŀǘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ .ŀǊƴΣ мл-пΥлл ǇƳΦ {ŜŜ 
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Blast From the Past 
 A Little Girl and An Old Car     
by Nancy Talkowski 

 
  Randy and I have been going to the   
Motor Muster at Greenfield Village over 
Fatherôs Day Weekend for 20 plus years 
now and we always take the black 1960 
Thunderbird.  This year as we sat behind 
the car (as you do) and a man walked by 
seeming as though he was looking for 
something in particular.  I asked him if I 
could help him and he said he was     
looking for a black 1960 T-Bird that he 
had seen here in years past, I told him to 
just turn around.   
  Standing by the car was his wife and 
daughter (Riley) who had been looking  
for our car earlier in the day.  They 
showed us pictures of Riley & Randy in 
and around the car circa 2007.  At that 
time she was 3-1/2 years old and we  
don't need to know old Randy was.  Riley 
is now 21 and wanted to make a second  
series of pictures re-creating those from 
the past.  So that they did!  We now have  
both the old pictures and the new 
ones.  We also had a very good visit    
discovering that Riley will start her Senior 
Year at Central Michigan University this 
fall.  We ended with making a date to 
meet at the Motor Muster 10 years from 
now and do it again, maybe she will have 
started a family of her own, we can't wait 
to find out, might have to find out how 
many we can pack into the Blackbird. 
  This is one of the many reasons we let 
children sit in our car and pretend they 
are driving (with an occasional honk or 
the horn).  Keeping young ones interested 
in the old cars can be fun and interesting! 
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5ŀǘŜΥ   

bŀƳŜ    {ǇƻǳǎŜ         

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ   /ƛǘȅ     

{ǘŀǘŜκtǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ     ½ƛǇ /ƻŘŜ    

IƻƳŜκ/Ŝƭƭ tƘƻƴŜ  9-Ƴŀƛƭ    
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Who Owned Your Car? 

/ǳǊƛƻǳǎΚ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǝǘƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ     

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōȅ Ƴŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ϷмрΦллΣ ƻǊ Ϸмс ƛŦ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘΦ 

¢ƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ  

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘ [ƻƻƪǳǇ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ 

ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ  

ƻǳǘ ǘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ     

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ                

ōŀǊǊȅΦōǳǊƴƘŀƳϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ  ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ 

ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛƴΦ 

 

70th Anniversary Pin 
Celebrating the  

Thunderbird While Supplies Last! 

$10.00 each 

hǊŘŜǊ ¢ƻŘŀȅΗ  aŀƛƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǉǳŀƴǝǘȅ ǘƻΥ 

  Water Wonderland Thunderbird Club 

P.O. Box 51027 

Livonia, MI 48151 
tƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ мΦнрέ ǿ    {ǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ    рус-тло-ппор 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/27lawensn/2-bdvr154.pdf?rev=c0a829576f454a518f7a92b321748176__;!!M2D_dUfSiN4E!KPmTjB5aQwwzpYD8GWQsWayUarT_qrLE9AYtoiNlVWY-7HA3nmEPXRrXYSIXtymnJ27yNdx3UDBljUVqY5mckc4D$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/27lawensn/2-bdvr154.pdf?rev=c0a829576f454a518f7a92b321748176__;!!M2D_dUfSiN4E!KPmTjB5aQwwzpYD8GWQsWayUarT_qrLE9AYtoiNlVWY-7HA3nmEPXRrXYSIXtymnJ27yNdx3UDBljUVqY5mckc4D$
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Tech Talk 

 

{ŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ   

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ         

ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴκŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 

ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 

.ȅ wƛŎƪ /ƘŀǊƴƛƎŀ 

/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ                                       
¢ŜŎƘ-¢ƛǇǎ  

¢ƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘŜŎƘ-ǝǇ ƛǎ  

ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ 

[ǳōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ      

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ 

tǊƻǇŜǊ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ 

ŦǊŜŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ 

ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ  L             

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴ 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻƊŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ 

ŘǊƛǾŜǘǊŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƻǳǝƴŜ              

ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŀȄƭŜ 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǝŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŀȄƭŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ         

Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ CƻǊŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘ ф 

ƛƴŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻπ

ǝǾŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŘǳǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

мфрт ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

ǾŀǊƛŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŀȄƭŜ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ 

ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ƻƛƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŀȄƭŜ ƻƛƭΦ .Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ 

Ƴȅ ƻƛƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǊ ŀȄƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ 

ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ   
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Bird Talk 

Happy Birthday Members! 

Member to Member 

Bruce Irey: bruce.irey@gmail.com                                    1955 Torch Red 

Roger DeLuca: claradeluca@yahoo.com                     car for sale Page 8 

Steve Ickes: steveickes@yahoo.com                               1957 Flame Red 

In Memoriam 
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{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

Welcome! New Members 

мфрр CƻǊŘ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘ ¢ƻǊŎƘ wŜŘΣ нфн ±у ǿƛǘƘ ŀ п .ŀǊǊŜƭ /ŀǊΣ о {ǇŜŜŘ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ  

ǿκ ƻǾŜǊŘǊƛǾŜΦ YŜƭǎŜȅ-IŀȅŜǎ ŎƘǊƻƳŜŘ ǿƛǊŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎΦ  wǳƴǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  !ǎƪƛƴƎ ϷнрΣлллΦлл /ŀƭƭ .ǊǳŎŜ нпуΦолнΦрсфт 
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Make a ConnectionñMember to Member 

!ƭƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŎǊŜǿǎΗ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ Roger DeLuca: claradeluca@yahoo.com                      

The story of the 1956 Thunderbird: 
 
This car was the first car purchased in 1956 by a young 20-year-old immigrant from Italy.  
While he was going to high school and later to college, he worked many parttime jobs and 
when he graduated, he had saved enough money to purchase the "first love of his life" 
the 1956 Thunderbird convertible and has been the sole owner for 58 years. 
 
As a young 20-year-old driving a sports car, he was the Envie of many and unfortunately was 
challenged to race from pretty much all that he met: a race that by the way,he always won. 
 
It was during this time that he met and married the 'second love of his life' and many more 
wonderful memories were made.  One of the most precious was driving his pregnant wife to 
the hospital where his first child was born. 
 
During the many years that he worked as an engineer for Chrysler, he drove many one-of-a-
kind prototype automobiles and purchased several beautiful ones. However, the only one that 
he kept for 58 years was his beloved Thunderbird. 

A Labor of Love 
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Summit Meeting for Thunderbird Clubs 

June 25, 2025 

Present: Barry and Nancy Burnham, Steve and Norma Johnson, David Campbell, Gene Nelson 

Barry asked David to tell us about the American Road Thunderbird Club and Steve to tell us about the Maumee Valley Thunder-
bird Club. 

The American Road Thunderbird Club (TART) was established in 1967. Their current membership is 60 but only a few turn-out 
for events. Covid took a toll on their club and they havenôt seemed to recover from it. TART had some events (summer picnic and 
Pre Dream Cruise) scheduled for the summer and those have been cancelled for various reasons. The Traffic Jam is the only one 
still on the schedule. 

They would like to do the Pre Dream Cruise, similar to what WWTC does and meet at the Moose Preserve and usually they do it . 
They know only about 5 will attend. David asked if they could join in with us. No decision was made. 

David mentioned he sends out a list of events and does not get any response. A newsletter goes out to the membership as well. Da-
vid stated he does send out a lot of reminders etc. about events. Steve Legel has also tried to get them to participate in Downriver 
events without success. David stated the members want to do things to socialize but donôt want to sit at car shows. 

The Maumee Valley Club has a lot of events and usually a drive to a restaurant. They have about 20 to 25 people who show up. 
Steve and Norma have done a lot of events at their house. Seymour now does the summer picnic at his home and another member 
usually does Christmas at their home. Norma stated their club has done some ñProgressive Dinnerò type events to three different 
restaurants (appetizers, main entr®e and dessert) for dinner. 

Everyone agreed the clubs are aging out, and it appears WWTC is the only one that has acquired a few younger members recently. 
Everyone also agreed the scholarship program is a great idea. TART and Maumee Valley had not thought to reach out to the school 
systems. Both TART and Maumee Clubs liked the WWTC scholarship program and what we do, the tech talk and let the kids look 
at the cars with a car show at the school. Norma suggested they would try to present a scholarship at an annual event (maybe an 
award presentation with their club or the school system). 

Everyone agreed partnering with other Thunderbird Clubs is a good idea. It provides an opportunity to meet other people, share 
what your club is doing, sharing newsletters, co-sponsor larger events, carpool with others to events when cars may not be availa-
ble, promote good will, circle of friendship and promote social events when cars are not involved (like winter activities). 

Some suggestions for all of the clubs were: add a member profile with a photo of the member and their car to the newsletter, pro-
vide a list of reputable service places, list people looking to sell their Thunderbird in other newsletters too, as people from other 
places may be the one to buy that car. 

Some ideas for coming events: The Milbury Museum in Ohio is a great place to visit, lots of cars to view. Norma thought of ñBirds 
Come Home To Roostò for the 75th Anniversary out at Menards in Wixom, and itôs not too early to start planning that event. 

Everyone thought it is a great idea to continue to do what WWTC and Maumee Valley does with the picnic. There could be more 
events like that and include TART in these events too. 

David mentioned GR Auto Gallery in Commerce Twp. Is a great place to view cars. They also sell cars on consignment. They are 
located at Oakley Park Rd and Haggerty. Clubs can arrange for a tour of the Gallery. 

Steve mentioned the Maumee Clubôs website is MVTC.info 

Summit Summary! 



мл  

 

Troy Traffic Jam Fun! 



мм  

 

More Troy Traffic Jam Fun! 



мн  

 Pre-Dream Cruising! 



мо  

 

Celebrating with the American Road Tbirds too! 


